September  22,  2002  •  Beverly  Hills,  California 


Featuring  the  collections  of  Dr.  Lawrence  Cookson 
Jason  Lindsay  and  William  Horace  Moore. 
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A  Collectors  Universe  Company 


A  prooflike  1796  quarter, 
MS-64  (NGC)  realized  $57,500 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 

- A  Collectors  Universe  Company - 

Box  1224  •  Wolfcboro,  NH  03894 

PRICES  REALIZED 

'7/n 

(Hapitizi 

Sale 

September  22,  2002 
Beverly  Hills,  California 

Total  Prices  Realized  $3,054,388 


An  1838  Gobrecht  dollar, 
Proof-62  (PCGS)  realized 
$29,900 


A  superb  gem  1875-S  trade  dollar, 
MS-66  (PCGS)  realized  $17,825 


A  possibly  unique  1976 
pattern  dollar,  Proof-66 
(PCGS)  realized  $41,400 


An  1803  dime,  AU-58 
(PCGS),  exceeded  estimate, 
realizing  $48,300 


An  1918/7-D  Buffalo 
nickel,  MS-64  (PCGS) 
realized  $ 1 09, 25 0 


An  exquisite  1793  half 
cent,  B-l,  C-l,  EF-40, 
realized  $13,800 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

3 

9200.00 

22 

2645.00 

4 

862.50 

23’ 

9775.00 

6 

13800.00 

24 

1610.00 

7 

3335.00 

25 

1380.00 

9 

1380.00 

27 

2415.00 

11 

1380.00 

28 

1667.50 

12 

3910.00 

29 

690.00 

13 

3680.00 

30 

12650.00 

14 

6900.00 

31 

6612.50 

15 

7475.00 

34 

20700.00 

16 

6900.00 

35 

3450.00 

17 

862.50 

36 

2530.00 

18 

7705.00 

37 

1265.00 

20 

414.00 

38 

644.00 

21 

1380.00 

39 

2941.70 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

40 

3220.00 

56 

2300.00 

41 

1955.00 

57 

2185.00 

43 

8625.00 

58 

2185.00 

44 

2070.00 

59 

1150.00 

45 

1610.00 

60 

3220.00 

46 

2760.00 

61 

2530.00 

47 

1725.00 

62 

1495.00 

48 

4830.00 

63 

1035.00 

49 

1840.00 

64 

747.50 

50 

1265.00 

65 

920.00 

51 

3105.00 

66 

1035.00 

52 

9200.00 

67 

4370.00 

53 

2127.50 

68 

603.75 

54 

977.50 

69 

4140.00 

55 

1840.00 

70 

690.00 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

71 

920.00 

86 

4255.00 

72 

1552.50 

87 

9200.00 

73 

690.00 

88 

5520.00 

74 

575.00 

89 

6900.00 

75 

460.00 

90 

805.00 

76 

690.00 

91 

7130.00 

77 

1955.00 

92 

1840.00 

78 

2645.00 

93 

5290.00 

79 

661.25 

94 

9200.00 

80 

8625.00 

95 

805.00 

81 

1840.00 

96 

2070.00 

82 

7475.00 

97 

7475.00 

83 

1840.00 

98 

9775.00 

84 

6325.00 

99 

11500.00 

85 

1495.00 

100 

2530.00 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

101 

3220.00 

116 

19550.00 

102 

12650.00 

117 

1380.00 

103 

3680.00 

118 

9775.00 

104 

5290.00 

119 

690.00 

105 

20700.00 

120 

1955.00 

106 

109250.00 

121 

10350.00 

107 

8050.00 

122 

1725.00 

108 

31050.00 

123 

8625.00 

109 

1725.00 

124 

43700.00 

110 

7475.00 

125 

575.00 

111 

16100.00 

126 

4600.00 

112 

1840.00 

127 

1380.00 

113 

6612.50 

128 

8050.00 

114 

32200.00 

129 

21850.00 

115 

1035.00 

130 

862.50 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

131 

862.50 

146 

12650.00 

132 

4370.00 

147 

529.00 

133 

2875.00 

148 

1782.50 

134 

1725.00 

149 

2300.00 

135 

1380.00 

150 

2070.00 

136 

2070.00 

151 

414.00 

137 

1955.00 

152 

1610.00 

138 

920.00 

153 

21850.00 

139 

5520.00 

154 

483.00 

140 

632.50 

155 

2530.00 

141 

1840.00 

157 

483.00 

142 

1380.00 

158 

506.00 

143 

5060.00 

159 

1035.00 

144 

747.50 

160 

3450.00 

145 

3220.00 

161 

9200.00 

Prices  realized  include  the  15%  buyer's  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

162 

546.25 

228 

1092.50 

163 

1265.00 

229 

575.00 

164 

17250.00 

230 

4600.00 

165 

16100.00 

231 

25300.00 

166 

690.00 

232 

9200.00 

167 

862.50 

233 

1610.00 

168 

8855.00 

234 

2185.00 

170 

4600.00 

235 

57500.00 

171 

4830.00 

236 

36800.00 

172 

3680.00 

237 

8740.00 

173 

25300.00 

238 

32200.00 

174 

11500.00 

240 

6325.00 

175 

3680.00 

241 

8625.00 

176 

12075.00 

242 

1092.50 

177 

1552.50 

243 

414.00 

179 

977.50 

244 

546.25 

182 

4255.00 

245 

2300.00 

183 

3680.00 

247 

517.50 

186 

14950.00 

249 

356.50 

187 

4255.00 

250 

2300.00 

188 

12650.00 

251 

828.00 

189 

8050.00 

253 

414.00 

191 

14950.00 

254 

920.00 

192 

28750.00 

255 

1955.00 

193 

37950.00 

256 

2530.00 

194 

48300.00 

257 

402.50 

195 

25300.00 

258 

368.00 

196 

5060.00 

259 

862.50 

197 

14950.00 

260 

8970.00 

198 

18400.00 

262 

2070.00 

199 

8050.00 

263 

2415.00 

200 

1495.00 

264 

8625.00 

201 

7187.50 

265 

3680.00 

204 

6325.00 

267 

3220.00 

205 

2990.00 

268 

2760.00 

206 

12650.00 

269 

14375.00 

207 

2760.00 

270 

8050.00 

209 

4830.00 

271 

920.00 

210 

3220.00 

272 

1150.00 

212 

2070.00 

273 

2530.00 

213 

10350.00 

274 

1610.00 

215 

2530.00 

275 

1725.00 

216 

1610.00 

276 

10925.00 

217 

3910.00 

277 

1840.00 

218 

1380.00 

278 

483.00 

219 

1495.00 

279 

2760.00 

220 

1092.50 

280 

6325.00 

222 

3105.00 

281 

1840.00 

224 

3450.00 

282 

1092.50 

225 

1610.00 

283 

333.50 

226 

414.00 

284 

1725.00 

227 

2185.00 

285 

2990.00 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

286 

833.75 

327 

4370.00 

367 

27600.00 

397 

2530.00 

428 

2185.00 

462 

1006.25 

496 

8625.00 

563 

3680.00 

287 

4830.00 

328 

8740.00 

368 

6900.00 

398 

448.50 

429 

15525.00 

465 

5290.00 

498 

3105.00 

564 

3450.00 

290 

891.25 

329 

862.50 

369 

29900.00 

399 

1495.00 

430 

5750.00 

466 

3105.00 

499 

6900.00 

565 

529.00 

292 

2530.00 

331 

4140.00 

370 

23000.00 

400 

2300.00 

431 

1495.00 

467 

1495.00 

500 

43700.00 

566 

2300.00 

293 

862.50 

333 

6325.00 

371 

13800.00 

401 

20700.00 

432 

2185.00 

468 

13800.00 

501 

24150.00 

567 

575.00 

294 

460.00 

334 

2530.00 

372 

1121.25 

402 

3450.00 

434 

6325.00 

469 

862.50 

502 

2645.00 

568 

5290.00 

298 

575.00 

335 

690.00 

373 

24150.00 

403 

9775.00 

435 

1610.00 

470 

21850.00 

506 

575.00 

569 

1495.00 

299 

431.25 

336 

1150.00 

374 

25300.00 

404 

7498.00 

436 

3450.00 

472 

1380.00 

507 

14950.00 

571 

632.50 

300 

4830.00 

337 

2300.00 

375 

5175.00 

405 

2185.00 

437 

2127.50 

473 

1092.50 

508 

1380.00 

572 

747.50 

302 

3910.00 

338 

3450.00 

376 

12075.00 

406 

3795.00 

438 

22425.00 

474 

2875.00 

509 

1725.00 

573 

3105.00 

303 

920.00 

339 

3450.00 

377 

1150.00 

407 

6325.00 

439 

1610.00 

475 

4140.00 

510 

977.50 

574 

460.00 

304 

4255.00 

340 

55200.00 

378 

1150.00 

408 

1610.00 

440 

5520.00 

476 

3220.00 

511 

5520.00 

575 

3450.00 

305 

1437.50 

341 

6325.00 

379 

2070.00 

409 

1725.00 

441 

5060.00 

477 

2300.00 

512 

2760.00 

576 

2760.00 

308 

3565.00 

345 

2415.00 

380 

3680.00 

410 

3450.00 

442 

3680.00 

478 

1955.00 

514 

661.25 

577 

3910.00 

309 

833.75 

347 

2587.50 

381 

11500.00 

412 

1207.50 

443 

3910.00 

479 

1265.00 

517 

19550.00 

580 

2990.00 

313 

2760.00 

348 

4140.00 

382 

3680.00 

413 

2185.00 

445 

4370.00 

480 

2760.00 

520 

2760.00 

581 

2875.00 

314 

1610.00 

349 

3450.00 

383 

6325.00 

414 

1495.00 

449 

25300.00 

481 

1840.00 

521 

3910.00 

582 

3450.00 

316 

1840.00 

350 

2760.00 

384 

4830.00 

415 

29900.00 

452 

7475.00 

482 

1955.00 

522 

7475.00 

583 

833.75 

318 

2645.00 

353 

1955.00 

385 

6900.00 

416 

3565.00 

453 

4600.00 

483 

6900.00 

523 

4600.00 

585 

12650.00 

320 

569.25 

355 

1035.00 

386 

5060.00 

417 

3220.00 

454 

1265.00 

484 

6900.00 

524 

1466.25 

586 

1610.00 

321 

1265.00 

357 

9775.00 

387 

1380.00 

419 

598.00 

455 

4025.00 

487 

2530.00 

525 

805.00 

587 

1725.00 

322 

3910.00 

359 

1840.00 

389 

1782.50 

420 

632.50 

456 

2760.00 

489 

4025.00 

526 

29900.00 

588 

1840.00 

323 

1092.50 

360 

2530.00 

391 

6325.00 

422 

747.50 

457 

431.25 

490 

2070.00 

528 

10925.00 

597 

10925.00 

324 

2990.00 

362 

7475.00 

392 

2127.50 

424 

17825.00 

458 

1150.00 

491 

7475.00 

530 

19550.00 

598 

16100.00 

325 

2070.00 

365 

1495.00 

394 

575.00 

425 

1265.00 

460 

1840.00 

492 

8740.00 

531 

8050.00 

606 

2530.00 

326 

4600.00 

366 

1725.00 

395 

345.00 

426 

8625.00 

461 

603.75 

495 

16100.00 

532 

862.50 

608 

63250.00 

533 

1725.00 

609 

63250.00 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

2003  Auction  Schedule 

January  7,  2003  •  Orlando,  Florida 
The  Rarities  Sale 

January  16,  2003  •  Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — Lincoln  Sale 
Telephone  and  Internet  Auction 

March  6,  2003  •  Kingswood  Coin  Auctions 
Telephone  and  Internet  Auction 

March  13-15,  2003  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention 

June  5,  2003  •  Kingswood  Coin  Auctions 
Telephone  and  Internet  Auction 

June  26-28,  2003  •  Chicago,  Illinois 

in  conjunction  with  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Expo 

July  30-August  2,  2003  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention  Sale 

August  7,  2003  •  Kingswood  Coin  Auctions 
Telephone  and  Internet  Auction 

September  14,  2003  •  Los  Angeles,  California 
The  Rarities  Sale 

September  25,  2003  •  Kingswood  Coin  Auctions 
Telephone  and  Internet  Auction 

November  13-15,  2003  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 
in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention 


534 

535 

536 

537 

538 

540 

541 

542 

543 

544 

545 

546 

547 

548 

549 

550 

552 

553 

554 

555 

556 

557 
559 
561 
562 


4830.00 

977.50 

2990.00 

4140.00 

1840.00 

2990.00 

1265.00 

1150.00 

1610.00 

1092.50 

2875.00 

1092.50 

1006.25 

24725.00 

3680.00 

3220.00 

920.00 

1841.15 

6325.00 

1265.00 

1380.00 

4830.00 

1725.00 

1035.00 

1265.00 


612 

613 

615 

616 

619 

620 
621 

623 

624 

627 

628 


4600.00 
748.65 
7820.00 
920.00 
6440.00 
1380.00 
5290.00 
5750.00 

862.50 
5750.00 
7360.00 

629  14950.00 
633  2300.00 

977.50 
1840.00 
5750.00 
1150.00 
5290.00 
3680.00 

647  41400.00 

648  2990.00 

649  1150.00 

A 


634 

636 

637 

638 
639 
645 


Prices  realized  include  the  15%  buyer's  fee — Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 
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The 

RARITIES 

Sale 


Unique  1868  Pattern  $5  Previously  Unknown  in  Gold 


September  22,  2002 

Beverly  Hills,  CA 


Bowers  and  merena  Galleries 

-  A  Collectors  Universe  Company  - 


About  the  Covers: 

On  the  covers  are  a  few  of  the  many  fantastic  rarities  offered  in 


the  present  catalogue. 


Copyright  "'2002  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  A  Collectors  Universe  Company.  All  rights  reserved. 
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The  Session 

Renaissance  Ballroom — Renaissance  Beverly  Hills  Hotel — Los  Angeles,  CA 


Sunday  Evening,  September  22 

6:00  PM 

Colonial  and  U.S.  Coins:  Lots  1-584 
Hawaiian  Coin:  Lot  585 
Pattern  Coins:  Lots  586-589 
Proof  Sets:  Lots  590-607 
Ingots:  Lots  608,  609 
Mint  Errors:  Lots  610-650 


AUCTION  LOCATION 

Renaissance  Ballroom,  Renaissance  Beverly  Hills  Hotel 
1224  S.  Beverwil  Drive 
Los  Angeles,  California  90035 
Telephone:  (310)  277-2800 


FOR  BEST 
ATTENTION: 

Presale  bidding  online  at 
www.bowersandmerena.com  until: 

MIDNIGHT,  EASTERN 
TIME,  FRIDAY, 

September  20,  2002 

Please  submit  mail  and  fax  bids  by: 

NOON,  EASTERN  TIME, 
FRIDAY, 

September  20,  2002 


Prices  Realized  For  prices  realized  after  the  sale,  call  (603)  569-5095,  Ext.  98.  Limit:  10  lots  per  caller. 

A  printed  list  of  prices  will  be  mailed  to  all  subscribers  after  the  sale. 

Prices  realized  will  be  posted  on  the  Internet  soon  after  the  sale  at  www.bowersandmerena.com 
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Bowers  and  mkrena  Galleries 


Lot  Viewing 


Screening  Room,  Renaissance  Beverly  Hills  Hotel — 
1224  S.  Beverwil  Drive,  Los  Angeles,  California  90035 

Saturday,  September  21 

1  1:00  AM  —  8:00  PM 

Sunday,  September  22 

9:00  AM  —  5:00  PM 


HELPFUL  SUGGESTION 


We  strongly  recommend  that  our  clients  who  intend  to  view  a  large  portion  of  the  sale, 
plan  to  do  so  as  early  in  the  lot  viewing  schedule  as  possible. 


lot  Pick-Up 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  23 

9:00  AM  —  10:30  AM 


LOT  VIEWING/LOT  PICK-UP  LOCATION 

Screening  Room,  Renaissance  Beverly  Hills  Hotel — 

1224  S.  Beverwil  Drive 
Los  Angeles,  California  90035 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 
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Bowers  and  Merena _ 

Auction  schedule 


November  7-9, 2002 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

(in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention) 

January  7, 2003 

Orlando,  Florida  —  The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments. 

March  6, 2003 

Kingswood  Galleries  (Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 

Now  accepting  consignments. 


March  13-15,2003 


Baltimore,  Maryland 

(in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention) 


JUNE  5, 2003 

Kingswood  Galleries 


JUNE  26-28, 2003 

Chicago,  Illinois 

(in  conjunction  with  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Expo) 

July  30-August  2, 2003 

Baltimore,  Maryland  —  The  ANA  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments. 


august  7, 2003 

Kingswood  Galleries  (Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 
Now  accepting  consignments. 


September  14, 2003 

Los  Angeles,  California  —  The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments. 

PLUS: 

Many  more  sales  in  2003  and  onward! 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 

Box  1224  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

Toll-free  (800)  458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:(603)  569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com  •  e-mail:  auction@bowcrsandmerena.com 

NASDAQ:  CLCT 

I  collectors! 


UNIVERSE 
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BOWF.RS  AND  MERENA  GA1 1  FRIES 


The  Bowers  and  Merena 

Organization 


President ,  Q.  David  Bowers 
Vice  President ,  Christine  Karstedt 

Auction 

Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Numismatic  Auction  Adviser 
John  M.  Pack,  Auction  Director 
Cheryl  Perry,  Administrative  Assistant 
Beth  Piper,  Kingswood  Coordinator 

Professional  Numismatists: 

Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Mark  Borckardt 
John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr. 

John  M.  Pack 
Beth  O.  Piper 
Frank  Van  Valen 
Gordon  Wrubel 
and  various  consultants 

AUCTIONEERS 

John  S.  Babalis 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Christine  Karstedt 
Frank  Van  Valen 


Administration 

John  S.  Babalis,  Manager 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Auction  Coordinator 
Debbie  McDonald 
Pam  Roberts 
Carol  Travers 
Jeremy  Wiggin 


Direct  Sales 

Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist 
Betty  Wrubel,  Sales  Associate 
Gordon  Wrubel,  Director  of  Numismatic  Operations 


FINANCIAL 
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All  illustrations  are  of  the  actual  items  being  sold. 


I  collectors! 


UNIVERSE 


BOWLRS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 


Id 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Terms  of  Sale! 


For  Best 

ATTENTION: 


Presale  bidding  online  at 

www.bowersandmerena.com 

until: 

MIDNIGHT,  EASTERN 
TIME,  FRIDAY, 
September  20,  2002 

Please  submit  mail  and  fax  bids 
by: 

NOON,  EASTERN 
TIME,  FRIDAY, 
September  20,  2002 


IThis  is  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and  bonded 
auctioneers.  All  bids  are  to  be  per  lot.  No  lots  will  be  broken. 
Lots  will  be  sold  in  numerical  sequence  unless  the  auctioneer 
otherwise  directs.  In  the  event  of  identical  bids  on  the  same  lot,  prior  bids 
received  via  mail,  fax,  phone,  or  on  the  internet  will  take  precedence 
over  floor  bids.  In  the  event  of  a  dispute  during  the  floor  bidding,  the 
auctioneer’s  decision  to  award  the  lot  to  a  bidder  will  be  final.  The 
auctioneer,  at  his  sole  discretion,  may  re-open  any  lot  or  put  the  lot  up  for 
sale  again. 

A  buyer’s  premium  of  15%  will  be  added  to  the  hammer 
price  of  each  lot  which  sum  will  be  the  purchase  price.  This 
buyer’s  premium  will  be  added  to  all  invoices,  without  excep¬ 
tion.  (Under  the  present  arrangement,  we  normally  charge  a  fee  to  the 
seller,  plus  a  buyer’s  premium  to  the  purchaser.) 

3  All  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  in  United  States  funds.  All  remit- 
ances  must  be  drawn  on  United  States  banks.  Invoices  must 
be  paid  for  promptly  upon  receipt  in  good  U.S.  funds. 
Shipping,  handling,  postage,  private  and/or  postal  insurance,  and 
registration  charges  will  be  added  for  lots  delivered  by  mail.  All  bidders 
not  furnishing  applicable  resale  permits  will  be  responsible  for  sales  tax 
as  required  to  be  collected  under  the  laws  of  the  state  and/or  other  entity 
in  which  the  sale  is  conducted.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  a  successful 
bidder  agrees  to  be  liable  for  any  tax  liabilities  which  may  accrue  by  virtue 
of  the  purchase. 

4  All  lots  must  be  paid  in  full  prior  to  delivery,  unless  credit 
arrangements  for  this  sale  have  been  specifically  agreed  to  in 
writing  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  A  Collectors  Uni¬ 
verse  Company  (subsequently  referred  to  as  Bowers  and  Merena  in 
the  present  Terms  of  Sale).  Previously  established  lines  of  credit,  at 
the  sole  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  may  not  be  honored.  Please 
contact  our  Accounting  Department  in  advance  if  you  have  any 
questions  regarding  your  purchasing  plans.  At  the  sole  discretion  of 
Bowers  and  Merena,  we  reserve  the  right  to  deny  participation  in  any 
auction  if  there  have  been,  in  our  opinion,  credit  problems,  unreason¬ 
able  returns,  delays  in  payment,  or  any  other  problems  in  past  or 
current  sales.  On  any  account  not  paid  within  the  prescribed  terms 
of  this  sale,  Bowers  and  Merena  reserves  the  right  to  extend  credit  and 
to  impose  periodic  finance  charges  at  the  rate  of  1-1/2%  per  month 
(18%  per  annum)  on  the  unpaid  balance,  which  charges  shall 
continue  to  accrue  until  fully  paid.  On  any  sums  unpaid,  if  the 
account  is  referred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer  agrees  to 
pay  all  costs,  including  attorneys’  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on  the 
balance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

Bidders  not  known  to  us  must  furnish  references  satisfactory 
to  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  deposit  a  sum  equal  to  25%  of 
the  bids  submitted.  This  sum  will  be  applied  to  successful  bids 
with  the  overage  refunded  within  10  days  of  the  sale  date.  Any 
difference  will  be  billed.  We  reserve  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full 
by  all  bidders,  prior  to  the  delivery  of  lots,  even  if  satisfactory  references 
or  credit  have  been  established. 

6  Title  does  not  pass  until  lots  are  paid  for  in  full.  It  is  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  obligation  of  the  buyer  to  maintain  insur¬ 
ance  on  any  coins  in  his  possession.  Risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer. 
By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder  agrees  to  permit  Bowers  and 


Merena  to  file  any  financing  statement  permitted  under  the  Uniform 
Commercial  Code  without  debtor’s  signature  and  to  offset  any 
accounts  due,  whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or 
collateral  in  their  possession.  The  buyer  agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or 
hypothecate  these  auction  purchases  until  paid  for  in  full.  Any  person 
submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a  corporation  or  any  other  entity  agrees 
to  be  personally  responsible  for  the  transaction. 

7  No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted.  No  bids  will  be 
accepted  from  minors.  The  auctioneer  and/or  Bowers  and 
Merena  reserve  the  right  to  open  a  lot  at  a  reasonable  price,  to 
set  bidding  increments  as  they  shall  determine,  and  to  refuse  any  bid 
which  in  the  judgment  of  the  auctioneer  or  Bowers  and  Merena  is 
believed  not  to  be  made  in  good  faith  or  does  not  qualify  by  reason  of 
credit,  or  otherwise.  Bowers  and  Merena  may  open  bidding  on  any  lot 
by  placing  a  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller.  Bowers  and  Merena  may 
further  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller,  up  to  the  amount  of  the  reserve,  by 
placing  successive  or  consecutive  bids  for  a  lot,  or  by  placing  bids  in 
response  to  other  bidders.  Any  estimates  of  value  which  appear  in  this 
catalogue  are  an  opinion,  based  on  price  lists,  catalogues,  and  other 
information,  as  to  what  the  lot  may  realize  (excluding  the  15% 
buyer’s  charge).  At  the  sale,  higher  or  lower  prices  may  prevail.  In  any 
event,  in  the  case  of  a  reserve,  the  reserve  will  not  exceed  the  high 
published  estimate.  As  the  catalogue  is  prepared  considerably  in 
advance  of  the  sale  date,  estimates  are  subject  to  change.  Any  change 
in  the  reserve  outside  of  the  guidelines  noted  will  be  announced  at  the 
sale. 

8  We  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  in  bidding.  Please  check 
your  bid  sheet  carefully.  Please  bid  in  even  dollar  incre¬ 
ments.  All  bids  not  in  even  dollar  amounts,  including  those 
increased  by  10%  to  30%  (see  our  special  service  on  the  bid  sheet), 
will  be  rounded  off  to  the  lower  whole  dollar  amount.  We  request  that 
all  bid  sheets  be  signed,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to  not  enter  bids  on 
any  sheet  that  has  not  been  signed.  Realizing  that  certain  bids  may  be 
submitted  by  fax,  telegram,  or  other  means  without  a  signature,  we 
note  that  in  any  event,  bidding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  all  of  the  Terms  of  Sale. 

All  items  offered  in  this  catalogue  are  guaranteed  to  be  genu¬ 
ine  within  the  context  of  the  prevailing  scholarship  of  their 
respective  series.  Auction  sales  are  not  approval  sales.  Any  lot  may 
be  examined  before  bidding.  No  lots  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  by 
floor  buyers  (including  those  acting  as  agents  for  others)  or  by 
successful  mail  bidders  who  have  examined  the  lots  prior  to  the  sale 
except  for  reasons  of  authenticity.  No  lot  may  be  returned  by  a  mail 
bidder  without  the  advance  written  permission  of  Bowers  and  Merena. 
Any  such  request  must  be  made  within  three  days  of  the  receipt  of  the  lot. 
Any  lot  that  is  to  be  returned  (for  any  reason  other  than  authenticity) 
must  be  received  in  our  offices  within  30  days  from  the  date  of  sale.  After 
that  30-day  period,  no  lots  may  be  returned  for  reasons  other  than  lack 
of  authenticity.  A  dispute  involving  a  given  lot  in  an  auction  sale  does  not 
negate  or  in  any  manner  affect  the  obligation  of  a  bidder  to  pay  for  all 
other  lots  for  which  they  were  the  winning  bidder  pursuant  to  these  terms 
of  sale.  Any  lot  returned  must  be  in  its  original  unopened  container  or 
holder.  The  removal  of  any  item  from  such  container  or  holder  negates 
the  return  privilege.  The  late  remittance  for  purchases  is  cause  for  Bowers 
and  Merena  to  negate  this  privilege. 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GAI 1 1  RIFS 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Floor  bidder 
registration 

will  begin  30  minutes  before  the 
Session  at  the  entrance  to  the  auc¬ 
tion  room. 


NEW  BIDDERS 

fy  ou  have  not  participated  with 
as  before,  be  sure  to  send  your 
:redit  information:  Attn:  Laurel 
Vlorrill,  at  least  1 0  days  before 
the  auction.  There  is  very  little 
time,  if  any,  to  review  this  infor¬ 
mation  during  the  auction. 


The  auctioneers  reserve  the  right  to  postpone  or  cancel 
the  sale  without  notice,  should  they  in  their  sole  discre¬ 
tion  determine  that  such  action  is  warranted.  Any  lot  may 
be  withdrawn  without  notice  prior  to  the  sale.  Neither  the  auctioneer 
nor  the  consignor  will  have  any  obligation  to  the  intended  bidders  as 
a  result  of  any  postponement,  cancellation,  or  withdrawal. 

1-<  Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
I  opinion  ol  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation 
-1.  of  a  particular  coin  or  lot.  A  split  grade,  such  as  Proof-63/ 
63,  refers  to  a  coin  which  in  our  opinion  has  a  Proof-63  obverse  and 
Proof-65  reverse.  “Proof’  is  used  to  describe  a  method  ol  manufacture 
and  is  not  a  grade  or  condition.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  other  numismatic  items,  are  the 
opinion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  including  the  warranty"  of 
merchantability,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical 
descriptions,  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts;  nor  is  any  warranty 
or  representation  made  that  any  other  expert,  grading  service  or  other 
entity  will  grade  a  given  piece  the  same  as  we  do;  nor  is  any  warranty 
or  representation  made  that  a  coin  or  other  numismatic  item  has  not 
been  cleaned,  or  that  the  toning  of  any  item  is  natural,  or  that  there  is 
the  absence  of  any  other  defect  which  would  render  it  unsuitable  for 
encapsulation  by  any  grading  service  or  acceptance  by  a  third  party. 
References  to  population  reports  and  grading  service  census  figures  are 
as  of  the  cataloguing  time,  which  may  be  several  months  prior  to  the 
sale  date.  All  such  comments  are  subject  to  revision;  consult  recent  data 
issued  by  the  grading  services.  Certain  items  that  are  described  as 
restrikes,  or  patterns,  or  colonials,  may  be  struck  at  dates  other  than 
those  on  the  coin,  but  they  are  described  in  accordance  with  prevailing 
numismatic  custom  at  the  time  the  sale  takes  place.  Comments 
concerning  the  rarity  of  a  given  item  are  the  opinions  of  a  particular 
cataloguer  and  may  or  may  not  be  correct  given  the  difficulty  and  time 
constraints  in  many  instances  of  verifying  the  rarity  of  any  given  coin. 
I  f  given ,  pedigree  listings  are  developed  by  a  particular  cataloguer  using 
readily  available  resources,  but  may  or  may  not  be  correct  given  the 
difficulty  and  time  constraints  in  many  instances  of  verifying  the 
pedigree  ofa  given  item.  All  warranty  disclaimers  in  this  Terms  ofSale 
apply  to  comments  related  to  rarity  and  pedigree.  By  bidding  in  this 
sale,  the  buyer  agrees  to  hold  Bowers  and  Merena  harmless  for  any 
numismatic  item  graded  and  described  by  a  third  party  grading  service 
and  presented  as  any  lot  within  this  catalogue.  The  buyer  further 
acknowledges  that  the  opinion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  on  any  such  item 
may  be  different  than  that  described  by  a  grading  service.  Further,  the 
buyer  agrees  to  accept  the  grade,  attribution,  pedigree,  authenticity  or 
any  other  designation  as  described  by  a  grading  service.  I  n  general,  with 
the  exception  of  those  lots  described  by  a  grading  service,  descriptions 
are  the  Bowers  and  Merena  interpretation  of  standards  in  the  Photograde 
book,  with  the  addition  of  certain  intermediate  grades,  such  as  MS-64 
and  Proof-64,  as  determined  by  the  opinion  of  our  staff.  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  is  a  Collectors  Universe  company  which  owns  PCCS. 


This  paragraph  is  intended  to  be  part  of  all  lot  descrip¬ 
tions  contained  in  this  catalogue.  Bowers  and  Merena 
acts  as  agent  for  the  various  consignors.  For  this  reason, 
no  claims  of  any  kind  can  be  considered  after  the  settlements  have 
been  made  with  the  consignors.  Any  dispute  after  the  settlement 
date  (45  days  following  the  date  of  the  sale)  is  strictly  between  the 
bidder  and  consignor  without  involvement  or  responsibility  of 
Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  the  cataloguers.  Cash  advances  have 
been  made  to  some  consigners  in  anticipation  of  sale  proceeds. 
Bowers  and  Merena,  or  any  affiliated  person  or  company,  reserves 
the  right  to  consign  items  to  this  auction  sale,  and  to  participate  as 
a  bidder.  The  auctioneer,  consignors,  employees,  assignees,  and 
agents  for  Bowers  and  Merena  or  the  consignor  may  bid  for  his  or 
her  own  account  at  any  auction  and  may  have  information  not 
otherwise  available  to  the  public  regarding  reserves,  values  or  other 
material  facts  relating  to  the  articles  which  are  the  subject  of  the 
auction.  When  an  item  is  sold  to  the  book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed, 
withdrawn,  returned  to  the  owner  or  bought  in.  A  consignor  or  his 
agent  may  bid  on  any  lot  including  those  in  his  own  consignment. 
Certain  terms  pertaining  to  this  sale  and  consignments  to  it  are 
subject  to  negotiation.  In  the  event  of  a  typographical  error  or 
attribution  error,  the  cataloguer  reserves  the  right  to  withdraw  any 
item  from  the  sale  without  notice,  to  correct  the  error  orally  at  the 
sale,  or,  if  discovered  at  a  later  date,  to  refund  the  buyer’s  money 
without  further  obligation.  The  maximum  obligation  of  Bowers 
and  Merena  to  any  bidder  shall  be  the  sum  paid  for  any  lot  in 
dispute  or  for  which  a  refund  or  adjustment  is  made  for  any  reason. 
While  every  effort  will  be  made  to  properly  enter  and  execute  bids 
received  by  mail  or  by  other  means,  Bowers  and  Merena  assumes  no 
liability  for  any  errors  in  this  regard  or  failure  to  enter  bids. 

By  placing  a  bid  in  this  sale,  you  agree  that  this  transac¬ 
tion  shall  be  construed  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  Any  dispute,  claim  or 
controversy  (except  for  non-payment)  shall  be  settled  exclusively  by 
binding  arbitration  under  the  rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  as  if  both  parties  to  the  dispute  were 
members,  at  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  or  another  suitable  loca¬ 
tion  at  the  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  In  the  event  of  non-payment. 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and  the  buyer  agree  that  any  judicial 
action  shall  be  heard  and  determined  only  by  the  courts  ol  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire  and  the  buyer  hereby  consents  and  submits  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  New  Hampshire.  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  may,  at  its  option,  refer  a  dispute  over  non-payment  to  the 
PNG  arbitration. 

In  the  event  of  unsuccessful  litigation,  the  plaintiff  shall 
pay  Bowers  and  Merena’s  legal  costs,  counsel  and  wit¬ 
ness  fees,  and  all  other  costs  incurred  by  it  in  defense  against 
such  suit,  together  with  interest  at  the  prime  rate  from  the  date  of  actual 
disbursement. 


IS 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Special  Services 


^  If  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure,  please 
fill  in  the  maximum  amount  you  wish  to  spend  on 
X  J  the  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE  line  at  the  upper 
portion  of  your  bid  sheet.  You  can  then  submit  bids  for  amounts 
up  to  eight  times  the  amount  of  the  maximum  expenditure.  This 
is  a  personal  service  and  a  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  represen¬ 
tative  will  personally  attend  to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the 
auction  floor,  buying  lots  for  your  account  until  your  authorized 
expenditure  is  reached.  While  we  will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf, 
due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded 
conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such 
a  bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved,  this  service  is 
offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum  expenditures  of  $  1 ,000  or 
more.  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE  and  ONE  LOT  ONLY 
bidding  can  be  combined. 

-4  f  Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets  for  a 
■  "X  ONE  LOT  ONLY  purchase,  ifyou  wish  to  purchase 
JL  \*J  only  one  example  of  a  coin  of  which  several  examples 
appear  in  the  sale.  Such  lots  should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid 
sheet.  While  we  will  do  our  best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed 
of  the  auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we 
cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a  bid  properly. 

-<  We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  optional  10% 

/  to  30%  increase  to  help  your  chance  of  being  a 
JL  /  successful  bidder.  Check  the  appropriate  place  on 
your  bid  sheet. 
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Bidding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes  acceptance 
by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing  terms  of  sale. 


Important! 

•  T  he  Prices  Realized  list  will  be 
published  approximately  30  days 
after  the  auction.  Prices  realized 
will  be  posted  on  the  Internet 
soon  after  the  sale  at 
bowersandmerena.com 


Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are  stored  are 
to  facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE  NOT for  long¬ 
term  storage. 


SUGGESTIONS: 


for  Mail  Bidders 

Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting,  enjoyable,  and  a  numismatically 
rewarding  experience.  Even  ifyou  have  been  bidding  in  our  sales  for  many  years,  you 
may  find  that  some  of  the  following  comments  will  increase  your  success.  In  the  event 
that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions,  phone  Cynthia  LaCarbonara. 


RH  Mail  yotir  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is  particularly  important  ifyou 
IhiM  are  a  new  bidder,  for  it  takes  us  time  to  check  your  references.  A  bid  sheet 
mailed  a  tew  days  before  the  sale  might  not  reach  us  until  a  week  later— at  which 
time  the  coins  will  have  been  sold  to  others! 


As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24  hours  a  day  [our  fax 
number  is  (603)  569-5319].  Or,  telephone  your  bids  to  our  Auction 
Department.  Please  follow  up  your  phone  and  fax  bids  with  written  confirmation. 

We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a  work  sheet  to  compile  bids.  In  this  way  you 
can  check  back  and  forth  throughout  the  catalogue,  make  changes  and 
revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you’ve  decided  on  your  final  bids,  enter  them 
on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid  sheet  neat  and  clearly  understand¬ 
able,  listing  the  lots  in  order.  Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be 
responsible  for  any  bids  on  wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts.  Please  be  careful! 


Don't  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your  financial  circumstances 
carefully  before  bidding.  There  is  always  the  possibility  that  you  may  be 
awarded  all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are  awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound 
to  pay  for  them  immediately. 

Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when  bidding.  While  high  and  low 
prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items  sell  within  market  ranges.  If  a  popular 
coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market,  chances  are  not  good  that  a  bid  of,  say, 
less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On  the  other  hand,  chances  are  excellent  that  a  bid  in 
the  $500  to  $600  range  will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain  hunting, 
but  as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is  most  productive  if  you  keep 
current  values  in  mind  while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the  greater  your 
chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that  many  people  who  bid 
strongly,  or  check  the  options  to  increase  bids  by  an  optional  10%  to  30%, 
actually  purchase  at  least  some  lots  below  their  maximum  authorization  once  the 
sale  takes  place. 


Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid  changes  are 
necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures.  Instead,  cross  them  out  completely 
and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the  bid  sheet.  This  way  we 
can  call  you  if  there  is  a  question  about  a  bid. 


Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction  (except  for  large  or  bulk 
_  lots,  or  other  multiple-coin  lots).  Please  write  or  call  tor  further  informa¬ 
tion.  Mail  inspection  requests  must  be  received  sufficiently  early  to  permit  return 
to  us  in  time  for  general  lot  viewing  prior  to  the  sale.  The  person  requesting  mail 
inspection  agrees  to  pay  postage  and  insurance  both  ways  and  to  insure  and  be 
responsible  for  the  pieces  in  his  or  her  possession. 
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Expanded  Personal  Service 
for  our  Mail  Bidders 


You  can  improve  your  chances  of  being  a  winning  bidder  in  this  auction  sale!  Take 
advantage  of  our  Maximum  Expenditure  service — bid  on  lots  totaling  up  to  eight  times 
the  amount  you  wish  to  spend  ($1,000  minimum),  or  use  our  One  Lot  Only  service 
and  bid  on  up  to  five  lots  and  be  assured  of  getting  no  more  than  one — or  use  both 
features  together.  Please  see  points  15  and  16  in  the  Terms  of  Sale. 


Fax  us  your  bid  sheet 
(any  time,  24  hours 
a  day).  Our  direct 
fax  number  is 

i(603)  369-5319. 


Bid  Sheet 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

-  A  Colleciors  Universe  Company  - 

P.O.  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro.  NH  03894 

_ (603)  569-5095 _ • 

Fax  your  bids  24  hours  a  day!  Our  fax  number  is  1-603-569-5319!  Be  sure  to 
follow  up  your  lax  or  phone  bids  with  written  confirmation. 


IMPORTANT!  PLEASE  READ  TERMS  OF  SALE  BEFORE  BIDDING. 


OFFICE  USE  ONLY 
No. _ 


I  Date 


Deposit 

Max. 


O.L.O 


Gentlemen: 

Here  are  my  bids  for  your  SEPT  2002  The  Rarities  Sale.  I  have  read  the  Terms  of  Sale  (printed  in  the  catalogue)  and  agree  to  them.  1  am  of  legal  age.  I  understand  that  my  bids 


are  per  lot.  I  agree  to  pay  prompdy  upon  receipt  of  your  invoice,  including  postage  and  insurance  costs. 

ATTACH  MAILING  LABEL  OR  PRINT  CLEARLY 

Name  "(To/jfl  7-^0  W  Customer  # 

Deposit  on  Sale  ^ 

s  &0.070 

street  o,  p.o  Bo*  /«? 3  Pie  as  an  f  St 

SPECIAL  SERVICES 

a,.  Any  town  suie  CA  zw/2345 

Daytime  Telephone  C/2 3)  555-////  Fax  ,  (123)555-/234 

Signature  (bid  sheet  MUST  be  signed)  "(Tb/jtl  I^OW  Date  S?/2/02 

Maximum  Expenditure  ■ 

,  S4Q.  253 

Please  increase  my  bids  I 

10%  □  20%  □  30%  □ 
if  necessary  to  obtain  lots.  1 

□  PLEASE  CHECK  IF  THIS  IS  A  CONFIRMATION  OF  BIDS  SUBMITTED  BY  PHONE  OR  FAX. 


A  15%  buyer's  premium  will  be  added  to  all  successful  bids. 

If  you  are  using  the  One  Lot  Only  option,  please  use  the  narrow  column  to  group  the  lots  with  a  bracket: 


( 

LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

( 

( 

LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

^  72 

/.MOO 

A  450 
'  4-35 

4.550 

74 

i./OO 

Z.350 

73 

Z.2  73 

430 

ii.500 

A  H2 

2.MOO 

.  543 

i.000 

( 

( 

/MO 

i./OO 

54M 

i.700 

■  200 

i.2  73 

550 

5/50 

'  233 

i.300 

230 

Z.300 

332 

2.230 

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  FOR  NEW  BIDDERS 

The  following  information  must  be  supplied  to  us  before  your  bids  can  be  executed.  Bidders  who  are  not  known  to  us  must  send  a  deposit  of  25%  of  their  bids. 
The  deposit  will  be  credited  toward  lots  purchased  and  any  balance  will  be  refunded  within  10  working  days  after  the  sale. 

Have  you  done  business  before  with  Bowers  and  Merena?  Q  Yes  >4  No 

Are  you  a  dealer?  _  Mo  Do  you  have  a  resale  number  on  file  with  us?  _ 

Other  dealers  with  whom  you  have  done  business: . 


Mat'/.  Pare  Co/ns.  /nc. 


Western  America  Mum/smatics,  /nc. 


Bank  references: 


Any  town  First  Mat/ona/  E>ant 
A  Ttn-.  Money  Smith  Cas/i/er 


Bowers  and  merena  galleries 


The  Rarites  Sale 


Welcome  to  the  Sale! 


The  Rarities  Sale 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Welcome  to  our  Rarities  Sale!  The  venue  for  this  event 
is  Beverly  Hills,  familiar  to  me  as  I  lived  there  for  many  years 

before  moving  to  the  Lakes  Re¬ 
gion  of  New  Hampshire  in  1 980. 

I  still  enjoy  visiting  “90210”  and 
seeing  the  ever-changing  pan¬ 
orama.  For  a  long  time  Caliiornia 
has  been  the  leading  edge  for  el¬ 
egant  places  to  live.  The  other  day 
I  was  reading  a  survey  which  stated 
that  in  1939  the  most  prestigious 
city  in  America  was  Pasadena, 
what  with  its  Rose  Bowl  Parade, 
the  elegant  houses  on  Orange 
Grove  Avenue,  and  more.  Some¬ 
time  later  the  mantle  passed  to  Beverly  Hills,  where  it  now 
remains.  Did  you  know  that  Beverly  Hills  was  named  for  a 
town  in  Massachusetts?  (It  was  Beverly  Farms,  and  I  don’t 
know  its  zip  code.) 

Beverly  Hills  is,  of  course,  a  delightful  place  to  hold  a  coin 
auction,  and  over  the  years  it  has  been  a  popular  venue  for 
us.  As  I  write  these  words  I  remember  the  glittering  scenes 
when  we  held  two  of  our  lour  Garrett  Collection  sales  there 
in  1979-1981  forThe  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Come  to 
Beverly  Hills  in  September  and  join  us  for  what  I  hope  and 
expect  will  be  one  of  the  stellar  events  of  the  just-begun 
autumn  2002  auction  season  or,  for  that  matter,  a  highlight 
of  the  entire  year. 

Consignors  love  our  Rarities  Sales,  and  this  one  is  no 
exception!  From  the  collection  of  Dr.  Lawrence  Cookson 
comes  what  might  well  be  called  the  definitive  collection  ofi 
1913-1938  Buffalo  nickels,  plus  other  treasures.  From  the 
estate  ofWilliam  Horace  Moore,  of  California,  come  many 
remarkable  coins — many  ofwhich  he  enjoyed  sharing  with 
others  in  his  lifetime,  as  a  member  of  the  Redwood  Empire 
Coin  Club  and  on  other  occasions.  Biographical  notes  are 
included  for  these  two  men.  Also  are  some  highly  impor¬ 
tant,  indeed  wonderfid early  dimes  from  the  Jason  Lindsay 
( Collection.  Others  have  contributed  items  interesting  and 


rare,  in  the  whole  creating  a  truly  memorable  offering. 

Our  sale  begins  with  a  classic  1652-dated  Massachusetts 
Oak  Tree  shilling,  proceeds  to  a  nearly  Mint  State  large- 
planchet  Pine  T ree  shilling,  and  then  onward  to  include  some 
dandy  half  cents,  large  copper  cents  (among  which  is  a  1 793 
Liberty  Cap),  two  specimens  of  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent 
of  evergreen  demand  and  popularity,  and  onward  and  up¬ 
ward  into  other  series  and  into  the  Cookson  Collection  of 
Libery  Head  and  Buffalo  nickels.  Here  it  is  perhaps  appropri¬ 
ate  to  mention  that  opportunity  is  often  more  important  than 
the  price  paid,  for  after  the  sale  is  over,  the  high  bidders  will 
actually  own  the  Cookson  gems,  while  others  will  still  be 
scrambling  to  find  them. 

Silver  coins  include  some  really  nice  Primes  (as  the 
government  used  to  call  them,  but  numismatists  ignored 
the  term),  a  selection  of  high  quality  early  and  Liberty 
Seated  half  dimes,  and  some  landmark  early  dimes.  In  fact, 
if  dimes  are  your  specialty,  this  is  your  sale.  The  quantity  is 
not  large,  but  the  quality  makes  up  for  it!  Later  in  the  sale, 
check,  contemplate,  and  read  about  the  gem  1942/1  Mer¬ 
cury  dimes  (yes,  plural!) .  Then  come  quarter  dollars  initi¬ 
ated  by  three  examples  of  the  famous  1796,  then  into 
Capped  Bust,  Liberty  Seated,  Barber,  Standing  Liberty,  and 
Washington  quarters.  As  a  general  rule  of  thumb,  19th- 
century  quarters  are  much  more  elusive  than  are  dimes  or 
half  dollars.  This  is  rather  curious,  for  today  in  2002, 
quarters  are  omnipresent,  and  hall  dollars  are  hardly  ever 
seen.  One  little  secret,  which  really  isn’t  so  secret  to  special¬ 
ists,  but  which  is  not  widely  known  to  others,  is  that  in 
choice  and  gem  Mint  State,  MS-63  or  finer  and  of  high 
aesthetic  appeal.  Barber  dimes,  quarters,  and  hall  dollars  are 
much  rarer  than  realized.  At  our  last  Rarities  Sale,  held  in 
New  York  City  in  July,  I  was  discussing  this  with  H.S.,ahne 
friend  and  long-time  collector  from  the  Midwest,  who 
mentioned  that  despite  hunting  such  pieces  down  for  nearly 
30  years,  he  still  had  some  spaces  to  fill.  Barber  and 
otherwise,  early  and  late,  you  will  find  some  nice  halves  in 
the  pages  to  follow. 

Silver  dollars  begin  with  a  “new”  1794,  one  that  has 
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come  out  of  numismatic  hiding  to  delight  a  new  generation 
of  enthusiasts.  Some  other  interesting  and  rare  early  dollars 
follow,  then  several  Gobrecht  dollars,  including  a  really 
attractive  1 836  original  (one  of  1 ,000  actually  struck  in  that 
year).  Among  other  dollars  the  Proof-only  1 858  speaks  for 
itself  and  a  selection  of  other  Liberty  Seated  dollars  will 
delight  you.  Morgan  dollars,  always  a  favorite  series  (a 
collection  is  so  impressive  to  view  it  is  a  wonder  that  everyone 
doesn’t  collect  them),  include  examples  from  common  to 
scarce  and  rare,  among  which  will  be  found  a  notable  and 
perhaps  undergraded  (rare  word!)  1889-CC.  Peace  dollars 
are  notable  as  well,  and  several  trade  dollars  almost  jump  out 
and  say,  “Buy  me!” 

Gold  coins  are  memorable  and  include  all  of  the  standard 
denominations  from  the  gold  dollar  to  the  double  eagle.  Early 
issues  such  as  super-rare  quarter  eagles,  several  notable  half 
eagles,  and  a  trio  of  early  eagles  (beginning  with  the  first  year 
of  issue,  1 795)  will  be  of  interest,  as  will  be  several  rarities  from 
the  1820s  and  early  1830s.  Coronet  or  Liberty  Head  gold 
coins  include  enough  pieces  ofcommanding  importance  that 
even  the  most  accomplished  collector  will  be  able  to  add  a  few 
“want  list”  items  long  sought.  Twentieth-century  gold  coins 
include  a  gem  MCMVTI,  some  awesome  (as  a  teenager  might 
say)  Matte  Proofs,  and  other  desiderata. 

Among  other  coins  will  be  found  some  dandy 
commemoratives  of  high  quality,  in  gold  and  silver  and 
from  the  classic  era,  a  lovely  1 883  Hawaiian  silver  dollar,  an 
1895  Proof  set  (with  the  focal-point  Morgan  dollar  rarity), 
and  some  truly  incredible  mint  errors. 

A  previously  unlisted  GOLD  pattern  coin.  When  is  the 
last  time  you  have  ever  heard  of  such  a  thing?  One  might 
expect  that  all  United  States  pattern  coins  actually  struck  in 
gold  metal  were  discovered  and  described  generations  ago,  and 
this  is  the  case.  However,  there  is  one  exception,  and  we  are 
delighted  to  showcase  it  as  Lot  589  in  the  present  sale — a  coin 
for  the  record  books,  one  of  a  kind,  a  new  discovery,  and  a 
treasure  unlike  any  other  in  the  world,  so  far  as  we  know! 

The  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  is  perhaps  the 
defining  numismatic  event  of  my  lifetime,  something  that 
has  been  great  to  have  been  a  part  of,  and  something  that, 
had  it  occurred  in  another  era,  I  could  only  wistfully 
contemplate.  I  bought  a  few  “souvenirs  ’  myself,  and  only 
this  morning  I  went  to  a  bank  vault  with  my  son  Andrew 
(born  in  zip  code  90210)  to  look  at  them.  Good  news! 
Although  the  vast  majority  of  gold  ingots  have  been  sold, 
there  are  two  in  the  present  sale.  And,  each  comes  with  a 
special  super-deluxe  edition  of  my  A  History  of  the  California 
Gold  Rush  book,  specially  bound  by  Dwight  Manley,  with 
gold  nuggets  from  the  treasure  mounted  in  the  cover,  in  a 
slipcase,  etc.,  with  a  picture  of  your  ingot  in  the  back,  and 
which  cost  over  $1 ,000  to  prepare. 


You  are  invited  to  attend  our  Rarities  Sale  in  person,  and 

we  hope  that  you  will.  Or,  you  can  participate  in  our  sale  as 
many  do — by  sending  your  bids  by  mail,  by  Internet,  by 
fax,  or  by  telephone.  My  recommendation  is  to  bid  liberally 
on  the  pieces  that  interest  you  the  most  or  that  seem 
“special.’  For  others  you  may  want  to  bid  more  conserva¬ 
tively,  possibly  only  if  the  price  is  right.  However,  when  it 
comes  to  particularly  scarce  and  rare  pieces,  the  chance  to  buy 
them  is  often  more  important  than  the  price  paid.  Bring 
your  family  with  you,  and  have  them  go  shopping  on  Rodeo 
Drive  (or,  don  t  tell  them  about  Rodeo  Drive,  and  send 
them  to  the  more  economical  Farmers’  Market,  itself  an 
attraction).  1  here  are  many  things  to  do  in  and  around 
Beverly  Hills  and  greater  Los  Angeles,  our  hotel  will  make 
a  fine  headquarters,  and  all  is  in  place  for  you  and  your 
companions  to  have  a  nice  time. 

Our  Rarities  Sale  catalogue  is  in  your  hands.  Look 
through  it  carefully,  and  then  send  your  bids.  If  we  can  help 
with  any  aspect  of  evaluation  or  provide  information  not 
given -in  the  catalogue  descriptions,  just  telephone  us  at 
(800)  458-4646,  ask  for  our  auction  department,  and  we 
will  help  in  any  way  that  we  can — or  send  us  your  query  by 
fax  at  (603)  569-5319.  John  Pack  and  everyone  in  our 
auction  department  staff  are  at  your  service. 

Thinking  of  selling?  At  any  given  time  a  typical  numis¬ 
matist  is  either  in  a  buying  stage,  a  holding  stage,  or  a  selling 
stage.  Ifyou  are  selling  coins,  we  stand  ready  to  write  a  check 
to  buy  your  collection  outright,  or  to  discuss  with  you  the 
showcasing  of  your  coins  in  one  of  our  public  auction  sales. 
Let  our  success  be  your  success.  The  world’s  finest  collec¬ 
tions  have  come  through  our  portals — and  the  same  exper¬ 
tise  and  care  used  to  present  the  Eliasberg,  Brand,  Norweb, 
Childs,  Bass,  and  other  cabinets  will  be  used  for  your 
consignment — whether  it  is  worth  $  1 0,000  or  $  1 0,000,000 
or  more.  1  here  is  a  difference  when  you  consign  to  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries.  John  Pack  and  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg, 
our  auction  consignment  gatherers,  are  just  a  telephone  call 
or  a  letter  away.  And,  1  stand  ready  with  energy  and 
enthusiasm  to  help  prepare  the  catalogue  featuring  your 
coins,  tokens,  medals,  or  paper  money.  And,  the  same 
dynamic  team  that  presents  our  Rarities  Sale  now  will 
present  your  coins  as  well! 

From  all  of  us  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  all 

the  best  to  you  fora  nice  autumn  season,  good  fortune  in  life 
and  in  numismatics,  and  all  other  good  things.  We  all  look 
forward  to  your  participation  in  this  sale. 

Thank  you  so  much! 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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Dr.  Lawrence  Cookson 

We  are  proud  to  offer  in  our  Rarities  Sale  the  exceptional 
collection  of  United  States  nickels  gathered  over  the  years 
by  Dr.  Lawrence  Cookson.  From  superb  gem  Prool  Lib¬ 
erty  nickels,  to  gem  Proofs  of  the  Buffalo  series,  to  impor¬ 
tant  rarities  such  as  the  1918/7  overdate  in  choice  Mint 
State,  this  collection  is  one  of  the  finest  offerings  of  United 
States  nickels  to  appear  in  recent  times 

For  some  years  now,  the  name  Lawrence  Cookson  has 
been  widely  recognized  among  the  ranks  of  U.S.  paper 
money  enthusiasts  who  were  amazed  with  the  truly  incred¬ 


ible  properties  that  he  consigned  to  auction.  First  his  large- 
size  Gold  Certificates  appeared,  a  spectacular  offering  that 
included  some  of  the  most  important  examples  in  private 
hands.  Secondly,  his  collection  of  Treasury  Notes  dazzled 
the  collecting  community  as  a  collection  that  stood  unpar¬ 
alleled  in  modern  times  for  its  quality  and  extensive  nature. 

The  same  superb  eye  for  quality  and  healthy  drive  for 
rarity  that  motivated  Dr.  Cookson’s  paper  money  acquisi¬ 
tions  are  evident  in  his  fine  collection  of  nickel  five-cent 
pieces  offered  in  the  present  sale. 


WILLIAM  HORACE  MOORE 

William  Horace  Moore,  referred  to  as  “Horace”  by  his 
family  and  closest  friends,  was  born  in  Vacaville,  California 
on  April  21,1 904.  His  formative  years  were  spent  on  a  small 
family  farm  in  the  Sacramento  Valley.  When  he  reached  his 
late  teens,  he  decided  to  venture  out  on  his  own  to  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  where  he  worked  as  a  skilled  laborer, 
After  volunteering  for  a  term  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  Horace  went 
to  work  for  the  Del  Monte  Corporation.  During  this  period 
he  became  seriously  ill  with  asthma.  He  was  fortunate  to 
have  made  a  friend  in  Sam  Kealey,  a  bookkeeper  at  Del 
Monte,  who  saw  that  Horace  needed  more  care  than  he 
could  provide  for  himself.  Sam  insisted  that  Horace  come  to 
his  home  to  meet  his  family  and  stay  until  he  was  able  to 
return  to  good  health.  Horace  did  not  leave  however,  but 
remained  a  permanent  member  of  the  family  for  the  rest  of 
his  days.  Sam  passed  away  in  the  late  1950s  and  Horace 
married  his  widow,  Gladys  and  adopted  her  two  children, 
Arthur  and  Barbara. 

Horace  acquired  many  useful  skills  that  would  serve  him 
and  Gladys  well  in  business.  Buying  and  selling  fixer-upper 
residential  properties  generated  the  cash  needed  to  invest  in 
an  auto  body  repair  business  in  Clearlake,  California  which 
he  operated  for  over  20  years  until  his  retirement. 

Horace  was  a  dedicated  family  man  and  a  very  hard 
worker,  but  he  also  enjoyed  a  variety  of  hobbies.  He  played 
ragtime  piano  and  banjo,  built  and  raced  high  performance 
cars,  communicated  with  fellow  ham  radio  operators  around 
the  world,  and  collected  rare  coins.  He  began  taking  a 


casual  interest  in  rare  and  collectable  coins  about  1950. 
Over  the  years  numismatics  grew  to  become  his  greatest 
passion.  He  made  this  hobby  very  entertaining  to  his 
children,  grandchildren,  and  great  grandchildren.  At  fam¬ 
ily  gatherings  he  could  be  counted  on  to  bring  along  a 
couple  of  his  favorite  coins  about  which  he  would  tell 
stories  pertaining  to  their  minting  process,  their  designs,  or 
the  historical  significance  of  the  period  in  which  they  were 
struck.  One  of  his  most  exciting  achievements  in  numis¬ 
matics  was  in  the  form  of  a  1987  commemorative  gold 
medal  celebrating  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  first  Airmail 
flight  from  Hong  Kong  to  San  Francisco,  which  he  had 
designed  and  minted.  The  obverse  depicts  the  China 
Clipper  proudly  flying  over  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  which 
opened  the  same  year,  while  the  reverse  displays  the  logo  of 
The  Redwood  Empire  Coin  Club  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member  for  decades. 

Realizing  that  no  one  in  his  family  would  have  the  same 
love  for  numismatics  as  he,  Horace  decided  to  divide  his 
collection  and  order  a  distribution  to  his  heirs  upon  his 
passing,  giving  each  family  member  the  option  of  either 
selling  or  keeping  their  portion. 

Horace  passed  away  on  April  26, 2002,  and  will  be  missed 
by  all  who  knew  him,  but  his  memory  will  live  on  and  spread 
exponentially  to  the  new  owners  of  the  highly  coveted  coins 
it  took  him  more  than  a  half  century  to  carefully  acquire. 

We  are  delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  to  work  with 
his  heirs  on  the  disposition  of  numerous  pieces  from 
Horace’s  fine  collection. 


20 


Bowers  and  mekena  c.ali  erie 


Another  fine 
Bowers  and 
Merena  sale 
is  about  to 


begin. . . 


The  Session 

Sunday  Evening 
September  22, 6:00  PM  Sharp 

Colonial  and  U.S.  Coins:  Lots  1-584 
Hawaiian  Coin:  Lot  585;  Pattern  Coins:  Lots  586-589 
Proof  Sets:  Lots  590-607;  Ingots:  608,  609 
Mint  Errors:  Lots  610-650 


Colonials 


Exemplary  1652  Oak  Tree  Shilling 

A  Decidedly  Choice  Noe-5 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  silver.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  Noe-5. 

Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  truly  splendid  example  of  Oak  Tree  shil¬ 
ling  coinage,  this  with  lovely  deep  gray  surfaces  accented  by  golden 
iridescence.  Devoid  of  all  but  some  infinitesimal  circulation  marks 
that  fade  to  irrelevance  when  the  overall  picture  is  considered.  Sharp 
in  nearly  all  areas  save  for  some  obverse  rim  weakness  at  9:00  and 
similar  weakness  opposite  at  3:00  on  the  reverse;  the  legends  there  are 
still  crisp  and  not  overly  faded.  Full  tree  details  visible.  Obverse  only 


slightly  off-center  to  the  bottom,  reverse  fully  and  nicely  centered.  A 
small,  natural  flan  lamination,  as  struck,  runs  diagonally  across  the 
date,  adding  to  the  charm  of  this  centuries-old  silver  shilling.  Reverse 
die  break  light  but  present,  running  vertically  through  ND  AN,  and 
a  fairly  early  state  as  such.  Edge  of  die  “cud  seen  at  top  of  obverse 
•  above  THV,  as  virtually  always  seen  for  Noe-5.  All  things  in  perspec¬ 
tive,  the  present  piece  is  easily  the  equal  to  Hain:23  (Stacks,  January 
2002)  and  a  landmark  specimen  as  such. 

2  No  Lot. 
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Bowers  and  Mf.rena  Galleries 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Outstanding  Noe-5  Pine  Tree  Shilling 

Large  Planchet 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

3  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  silver.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-5. 

Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  blue  and  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  on  medium  silver  gray  surfaces.  An  exceptional  and  extraordinary 
coin,  with  lively  surfaces  and  nearly  Mint  State  sharpness.  A  gentle  S 
bend  in  the  flan  is  typical,  as  are  the  stretched  legends  near  the  top  of 
the  obverse.  The  obverse  die  is  aligned  toward  7:00,  with  the  tops  of 
the  letters  MASA  just  off  the  edge  of  the  flan,  while  the  reverse  is 
nearly  ideally  centered.  The  design  elements  are  well  impressed  and 
entirely  bold,  and  the  visual  appeal  is  nothing  short  of  choice.  In¬ 
deed,  this  coin  holds  its  own  with  the  two  finest  Hain  specimens  of 
this  Noe  marriage,  catalogued  by  Michael  Hodder.  An  important 
coin,  worthy  of  serious  consideration  but  advanced  enthusiasts  of 
colonial  coins,  and  a  potential  centerpiece  in  a  cabinet  of  early 
American  pieces. 

Weight:  71.0  grains. 


4  1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-9.  Baby  Head.  Rarity-3.  F-12  or  per¬ 

haps  slightly  finer.  Attractive  light  brown  with  traces  of  deep  olive. 
Light  surface  roughness  is  noted  over  much  of  the  surface,  along  with 
the  deeper  striations  that  are  a  hallmark  of  this  unusual  issue.  The 
striations  are  limited  to  the  obverse  and  do  not  affect  the  design  ele¬ 
ments  or  legends  in  a  substantial  way.  A  few  faint  scratches  are  noted 
for  accuracy  at  the  forehead.  Boldly  struck  with  full  VERMON  vis¬ 
ible,  unusual  for  a  coin  of  this  grade  from  these  dies,  and  most  of 
AUCTORI  bold.  The  date  is  full  in  four  digits  and  the  reverse  is  well 
defined  with  only  light  weakness  at  top.  A  fine  specimen  of  this  vari¬ 
ety,  sharper  than  the  grade  assigned  would  indicate,  and  worthy  of  a 
place  in  a  well-formed  cabinet. 

Weight:  117.8  grains.  Diameter:  27.1  mm. 

This  variety  of  Vermont  copper  was  struck  within  Vermont  itself,  at  that  time  an 
independent  territory  or,  indeed,  nation  (it  did  not  become  a  state  of  the  Union  un¬ 
til  1791).  Most  later  Vermont  coppers  were  struck  in  New  York  State  at  Machin’s 
Mills. 


5  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  32-T.  EF-40.  Dark  steel  and  brown 

with  very  light  scattered  surface  corrosion.  A  sharp  specimen  with 
nice  overall  visual  appeal  despite  somewhat  imperfect  surfaces. 
Nearly  perfectly  centered,  tiny  mint  clip  visible  from  reverse  at  6:00, 
some  typical  central  softness  in  shield.  An  nice  specimen  of  an  attrac¬ 
tive  die  pair,  an  excellent  choice  for  the  type  collector. 

Weight:  135.5  grains.  Diameter:  27.9  mm. 


AmericanNumi$m0tic 


ASSOCIATI  ON 

Begin  planning  now 


for  your  consignment  to  the  most  prestigious  auction  sale  of  the  year! 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  proud  to  announce  its  selection 
as  the  official  auctioneer  of  the  2003  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Call  Rick  Baggor  John  Pack  today  at  800-458-4646  to  learn  more 
about  how  you  can  include  your  rare  coins  and  paper  money  in  this 
important  event. 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA  CALI  FRIES 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Half  Cents 


Exquisite  EF  1793  Half  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

6  1793  Breen- 1,  Cohen- 1.  Rarity-3+.  Flowing  Hair.  EF-40.  Sharp¬ 

ness  of  EF-45,  minor  obverse  spot.  Choice  frosty  even  medium 
brown  with  exemplary  eye  appeal  for  this  beautiful  issue.  Well  struck 
and  simply  gorgeous,  only  tiny  handling  marks  noted.  A  few  mint- 
made  planchet  striations  seen,  one  near  3:00  behind  Liberty’s  head, 
another  nearly  vertical  right  of  the  date,  a  shorter  striation  from  rim 
to  the  first  A  in  AMERICA.  A  very  minor  spot  of  inactive  surface 
corrosion  is  hidden  between  Liberty’s  hair  and  cap.  A  nearly  invisible 
rim  push  is  noted  for  accuracy  above  ST  of  STATES,  a  few  smaller 
ones  are  too  minor  to  even  remark  upon. 

This  is  precisely  the  way  most  collectors  would  want  their  1793 
half  cent  to  look  —  natural,  sharp,  and  altogether  beautiful.  Desire  it 
greatly  and  you  will  own  it,  but  bargain  seekers  will  likely  not  be  able 
to  get  their  hands  in  the  air. 


Lovely  1793  Half  Cent 

Breen- 1,  Cohen- 1 


1793  B-l,  C-l.  Flowing  Hair.  F-15.  sharpness  ofVF-20,  lightly 
cleaned  long  ago.  Pleasing  medium  brown  and  steel  with  undertones 
of  pale  violet  and  gold.  Full  of  eye  appeal  and  quite  pleasant  to  be¬ 
hold,  a  condition  that  will  improve  even  more  as  this  piece  continues 
to  tone.  As  expected,  the  surfaces  show  some  light  handling  marks 
and  faint  scratches,  with  only  the  light  scratch  at  central  reverse  re¬ 
quiring  mention.  Tiny  corrosion  spot  behind  Liberty’s  cap.  A  very 
nice  specimen  of  what  is  thought  to  be  the  very  first  die  variety  of 
half  cents  struck,  worthy  of  a  place  in  a  fine  cabinet  of  early  copper  or 
an  advanced  type  set. 

Manley  state  2.0,  the  usual  state,  with  some  weakness  at  central  reverse  obliterat¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  the  denomination. 

8  No  Lot. 


Sharp  1797  B-l,  C-l  Half  Cent 


9  1797  B-lc,  C-lc.  1  Over  1.  VF-30.  Sharpness  of  EF-45,  light  poros¬ 

ity.  Even  dark  brown  with  microscopically  fine  roughness  over  most 
of  the  planchet.  Beside  the  minor  surface  problems,  this  coin  is  very 
nice  —  there  are  no  rim  flaws  or  surface  nicks  worth  mentioning. 
Perhaps  retoned,  but  the  color  is  attractive  and  retains  a  significant 
amount  of  gloss.  A  desirable  specimen  of  the  issue  and  worthy  of 
strong  consideration. 

Manley  2.0. 


:s 


IOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Very  Nice  1803  B-4,  C-4  Half  Cent 


10  1803  B-4,  C-4.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  BN  (NGC).  Medium  brown  with 

plentiful  remnants  of  faded  mint  color  and  considerable  frost.  A 
lovely  specimen  with  very  nice  surfaces  and  only  minor  handling 
marks  commensurate  with  this  grade  level.  A  speck  of  corrosion  is 
noted  above  the  left  top  serif  of  3,  a  few  very  minor  hairlines  in  the 
right  obverse  field  hardly  require  mention,  some  central  weakness  is 
present  though  much  of  the  peripheral  denticulation  is  strong.  An 
important  specimen  of  the  variety,  within  the  range  of  the  60-50(2)- 
45-40(4)  Condition  Census  noted  by  CQR,  and  suitable  for  a  well- 
formed  half  cent  cabinet. 

EF-40. 

180°  die  rotation,  as  sometimes  seen  for  this  variety. 


11  1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  Stemless.  AU-55.  Fully  lustrous  choice 

steel  brown  with  pristine  surfaces.  Excellent  eye  appeal,  the  only  nick 
of  consequence  is  a  tiny  hit  on  Liberty’s  chin.  A  very  choice  specimen, 
undoubtedly  Mint  State  by  most  standards  and  a  very  nice  one  at  that. 

Manley  3.0. 


Mint  State  1806  Half  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

12  1806  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Abundant  mint  color  on  me¬ 

dium  brown  and  steel  surfaces  with  some  faint  golden  toning  on  the 
reverse.  A  beautiful  and  fully  lustrous  specimen  of  the  date.  A  faint 
scratch  on  Liberty’s  cheek  is  visible  only  under  magnified  scrutiny, 
tiny  spots  are  present  at  top  of  hair  bow  and  on  jawline,  a  few  fly- 
specks  between  ST  A  T  ES  and  OF  are  noted,  choice  overall.  A  splen¬ 
did  example  for  any  collector. 

MS-60+. 


Choice  1809  Half  Cent 


13  1809  B-4,  C-3.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Choice  frosty  deep  chocolate 

brown  with  hints  of  mint  color,  fully  lustrous  and  radiant  with  visual 
appeal.  A  pristine  example  with  immaculate  surfaces  even  for  this 
lofty  grade,  indeed  only  the  most  inconsequential  of  hairlines  are 
noted  on  Liberty’s  jaw  and  neck  —  these  blend  in  and  do  not  affect 
eye  appeal.  This  is  the  most  common  variety  of  the  year  in  Mint 
State,  so  the  date  collector  could  not  find  a  more  ideal  specimen  for  a 
high-grade  set  than  this  specimen. 

AU-58,  choice. 


Rare  1831  Proof  Half  Cent 

Proof-65  BN  (NGC) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

14  1831  B-2.  Rarity-6-.  First  Restrike.  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Thor¬ 

oughly  attractive  iridescent  violet,  gold,  and  blue  fields  on  medium 
brown  surfaces,  the  reverse  fields  a  bit  more  sedate  than  those  on  the 
obverse.  A  beautiful  specimen,  sharply  struck  and  exceptionally  well 
preserved  for  the  issue  with  no  serious  spotting  or  streaks.  A  few  tiny 
flyspecks  are  noted  near  star  5,  tiny  islands  of  surface  corrosion  seen 
under  strong  magnification  just  off  the  forecurl  and  between  the 
truncation  of  the  bust  and  the  first  1  in  the  date  are  noted  for  future 
identification  but  do  not  make  an  impact  on  visual  appeal.  Lint  mark 
present  near  star  2. 

A  rare  issue,  this  First  Restrike  is  also  known  as  the  1831  Reverse  of 
1836.  While  precise  mintages  are  unknown,  small  quantities  were 
struck  and  many  were  mishandled  over  time.  I  he  present  specimen  is 
an  exceptional  one  and  will  no  doubt  see  active  bidding. 
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Bowers  and  Mfrena  Gai  i  frif.1 


the  Rarities  Sale 


The  Norweb  1841  Original  Half  Cent 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

15  1841  B-l.  Original.  Proof-66  BN  (NGC).  We  are  pleased  to  see  this 

exceptional  coin  and  old  friend  return  to  us  once  more.  In  1987, 
when  this  piece  and  the  rest  of  the  magnificent  Norweb  Proof  half 
cent  collection  was  offered  into  the  numismatic  market  for  the  first 
time  in  decades,  we  described  this  piece  as  follows: 

“A  superb  specimen  with  magenta  and  electric  blue  toning.  Sharply 
struck  and  outstanding  in  every  particular.  Certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  of  the  two  dozen  or  so  known  examples. 

“The  obverse  displays  the  characteristic  crack  beginning  at  the  bor¬ 
der  just  above  the  second  star,  continuing  through  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth,  brushing  the  seventh  star,  and  into  the  border  from 
whence  it  came.  The  die  apparently  failed  early  in  its  life,  for  only  one 
impression  from  the  uncracked  die  is  known.  The  planchets  for  this 
variety,  as  with  B-l  a,  were  experimentally  reeded,  then  coined  in  a 
plain  collar,  obliterating  the  reeding,  although  traces  of  vertical  bars 
on  the  edge  can  be  seen  in  shadow  form  if  the  coin  is  studied  care¬ 
fully  and  under  the  right  light.” 

To  this  we  can  add  little  more  today.  The  hallmarks  of  this  coin  are 
still  present  for  certain  identification  of  its  fabulous  pedigree:  a  tiny 
spot  between  stars  2  and  3,  another  just  above  star  7,  one  each  below 
star  10  and  13.  Much  mint  color  remains  at  the  reverse  periphery, 
otherwise  the  surfaces  have  mellowed  into  a  beautiful  blend  of  pale 
blue  and  rich  violet  much  as  they  were  in  1987.  No  hairlines  or 
marks  of  consequence  are  noted  under  serious  scrutiny.  To  the  ad¬ 
vanced  copper  connoisseur,  the  name  Norweb  evokes  a  certain  kind 
of  quality  and  storied  history.  We  congratulate  the  new  owner  of  this 
beautiful  and  important  specimen  in  advance! 

Proof-65. 

Weight:  83.6  grains.  Die  State  III. 

NGC  holder  erroneously  marked  “Restrike.” 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection ,  Part  I,  October  1987,  Lot  96. 
Earlier  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  to  Albert  Holden  on  December  17,  1908. 


Elusive  1848  Half  Cent  Proof 


First  Restrike 


16  •  1848  B-2.  Rarity-5.  First  Restrike.  Proof-66  BN  (NGC).  Pleasing 
mint  color  at  peripheries  frames  reflective  surfaces  delicately  toned 
gold,  violet,  and  pale  olive-blue.  The  centers  exhibit  a  very  flat  strike 
as  sometimes  seen,  affecting  Liberty’s  curls  around  her  ear  and  neck 
as  well  as  the  denomination  on  the  reverse  and  the  two  leaf  clusters 
atop  the  wreath.  Some  light  flyspecks  are  noted  above  Liberty’s  head 
and  around  the  F  in  HALF,  but  there  are  few  marks  noted.  Scarce, 
although  among  the  more  frequently  encountered  Proof  half  cent  is¬ 
sues  of  this  design  type,  ideal  for  a  Proof  type  set  or  nice  for  a  collec¬ 
tion  which  focuses  on  half  cents  as  well. 

Proof-60. 


17  1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lovely  frosty  medium  brown 

with  much  remaining  mint  color  in  intricacies  of  the  reverse  design 
and  legends.  A  few  minor  flyspecks  are  noted  on  the  right  side  of  the 
obverse,  not  serious  enough  to  offend  anyone.  A  near  gem  and  a  truly 
beautiful  specimen  of  this  often-ugly  date. 

MS-60+. 


Lowers  and  merena  Galleries 


Large  Cents 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Splendid  1793  Chain  AMERI 

The  First  American  Cent 


18  1793  Sheldon-1,  Breen-1.  Rarity-4.  Chain  AMERI.  F-15.  Sharp¬ 

ness  of  VF-30,  obverse  digs  and  light  scratches.  Very  appealing  dark 
brown  surfaces  retain  some  gloss,  particularly  on  the  choice  reverse. 
The  surfaces  are  nearly  smooth,  with  some  scattered  areas  of  light 
roughness  and  a  natural  striation  in  the  lower  left  obverse  field.  The 
eye  appeal  is  exceptional,  the  reverse  even  exemplary.  Excellent  sharp¬ 
ness  for  the  issue,  which  much  detail  in  the  hair  and  profile,  nicely 
defined  eye,  and  the  usual  bold  reverse.  Two  shallow  digs  are  noted 
on  the  bridge  of  Liberty’s  nose,  another  at  her  chin,  a  few  smaller  ones 
elsewhere  on  the  obverse.  Some  scattered  faint  pinscratches  are  most 
serious  in  the  field  near  Liberty’s  chin  and  near  the  rim  at  7:30.  In 
our  attempt  to  be  accurate,  it  would  be  a  disservice  to  imply  that  this 
coin  is  anything  less  than  lovely,  indeed,  this  is  a  superb  example  of 
the  Chain  AMERI.  The  reverse  has  no  notable  flaws.  Most  who  seek 
to  own  an  example  of  this  famed  and  historic  rarity  would  be  well 
satisfied  with  one  far  less  desirable  than  this  one. 


Very  Sharp  1793  S-13  Cent 

Liberty  Cap 


19  1793  S-13,  B-20.  Rarity-4-.  Liberty  Cap.  VG-10.  Sharpness  of  EF- 

40  or  so,  re-engraved  hair.  Medium  brown  with  highlights  of  un¬ 
natural  salmon.  Surfaces  evenly  striated,  as  often  seen  for  the  issue, 
with  some  microscopic  scattered  pitting  and  a  moderate  planchet 
lamination  on  the  right  branch  of  the  wreath.  A  very  sharp  and 
mostly  attractive  specimen,  though  the  hair  has  been  carefully  re¬ 
tooled  to  strengthen  detail,  a  transgression  undoubtedly  accom¬ 
plished  long  ago  when  this  was  seen  as  an  improvement.  Two  tiny  re¬ 
verse  rim  bruises  are  noted  but  are  not  serious.  A  specimen  that 
should  be  examined,  a  worthwhile  and  nicely  detailed  example  of  this 
rare  type. 
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1794  S-19b,  B-3b.  Head  of  1793.  AG-3.  Two  tone  medium  and 
light  brown.  Surfaces  show  even  microscopic  pitting,  but  the  coin  re¬ 
tains  some  gloss  and  the  eye  appeal  is  overwhelmingly  positive  for 
this  grade  level.  A  tiny  rim  nick  is  present  over  R  in  LIBERTY,  any 
other  marks  are  positively  minor.  The  date  and  all  legends  are  com¬ 
plete  though  weak.  An  ideal  low-grade  example  of  this  scarce  Head  of 
1793  type,  one  which  will  neither  bankrupt  a  budget-minded  collec¬ 
tor  nor  embarrass  the  finicky  connoisseur.  Nice  circulated  early  date 
cents  like  this  are  difficult  to  acquire  in  today’s  market. 


21  1802  S-232,  B-12.  Normal  Dies.  AU-58  (NGC).  Olive  and  medium 

brown,  melodiously  blended  with  some  golden  undertones.  Nice 
overall  eye  appeal,  though  probably  lightly  cleaned  long  ago  and  long 
since  retoned.  Scattered  handling  marks  are  noted,  none  with  much 
individual  impact,  tiny  planchet  void  behind  Liberty’s  eye,  minor 
spot  behind  Liberty’s  bow.  Reverse  cud  present,  as  often  seen,  above 
AT  of  STATES.  A  pleasing  and  sharp  example  of  the  type. 

EF-40,  five  points  sharper,  lightly  cleaned  long  ago. 
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Appealing  1804  Cent  Rarity 


1804  S-266c,  B-1C.  F-15.  Sharpness  ofVF-25,  light  scattered  pitting 
and  surface  corrosion.  Even  and  appealing  light  to  medium  brown 
with  scattered  light  pitting  on  the  obverse  and  a  bit  of  surface  corro¬ 
sion  at  the  right  side  of  the  reverse.  Very  nice  eye  appeal  all  things 
considered,  with  no  serious  defects  besides  those  inherent  in  the 
planchet.  A  light  abrasion  may  be  seen  at  Liberty’s  forehead  under 
magnification.  Struck  from  the  late  state  of  the  dies  with  both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  cuds.  A  suitable  piece  for  a  specialist,  worthy  of  a 
good  price. 

We  recently  got  to  hear  Art  Kagin  tell  a  story  about  the  days  when  B.G.  Johnson 
had  100  1804  cents  in  stock  at  once! 


28 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  CiALl  ERIH 


The  rarities  Sale 


Superb  1808  S-277  Cent 

“12  Star  Obverse’ 


23  1808  S-277,  B-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Dramatic  full  cartwheel  lus¬ 

tre  on  frosty  chocolate  and  honey  brown  surfaces  with  highlights  of 
mint  color.  Exceptional  eye  appeal  for  this  date  or  any  other  date  of 
this  short-lived  type.  The  only  flaws  we  can  mention  are  two  tiny 
flecks  of  corrosion,  one  just  below  Liberty’s  ear  curl  and  the  other 
near  stars  8  and  9.  A  collector  could  scarcely  find  a  more  pleasant 
example.  First  star  present  but  weak;  in  later  states,  the  star  disappears 
almost  entirely.  This  piece  is  near  the  top  dozen  extant  of  this  variety. 

AU-50  or  better,  sharpness  of  AU-55,  tiny  flecks  of  corrosion. 


High-Grade  1817  15  Star  Cent 
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1817  Newcomb-16.  15  Stars.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Medium  brown 
with  gold  and  steel  highlights  and  much  frosty  lustre.  Eye  appeal  far 
exceeding  the  assigned  grade,  with  a  bare  minimum  of  contact  points 
and  very  nice  surface  quality.  A  minor  horizontal  nick  on  the  neck  is 
noted  for  future  identification,  and  a  tiny  rim  push  is  barely  visible 
above  the  first  A  in  AMERICA.  The  central  reverse  shows  some  light 
iridescence  that  is  likely  the  result  of  a  long  ago  cleaning,  but  the 
color  is  essentially  even  otherwise.  Far  scarcer  than  other  varieties  of 
1817  cents  in  high  grade,  as  the  15  Star  type  was  not  among  those 
thousands  of  cents  included  in  the  Randall  Hoard.  The  present  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  famous  and  unusual  variety  would  perfectly  suit  a  col¬ 
lection  of  “Redbook  varieties”  of  large  cents  or  an  advanced  die  vari¬ 
ety  specialist’s  cabinet. 

AU-50,  sharpness  of  AU-55,  vestiges  of  light  cleaning  on  reverse. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1  finer  (MS-62). 

The  minor  bluntness  of  strike  seen  on  this  coin  is  commonly  associated  with  this 
variety.  For  a  highly  pedigreed  choice  Mint  State  specimen  of  this  variety,  see  our 
August  2001  Rarities  Sale,  Lot  22. 


1837  N-4.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Exceptional  choice  chocolate  brown 
with  much  rich  mint  color  shadowing  design  elements  and  peripher¬ 
ies.  Excellent  eye  appeal,  as  nice  as  can  be.  A  few  flyspecks  are  noted 
near  star  10,  a  bit  of  mint-made  planchet  roughness  over  RIC  of 
AMERICA  is  not  serious.  Pristine  surfaces  show  few  marks  of  conse¬ 
quence.  This  is  a  coin  that  would  make  a  date  collector  very  happy. 

AU-55,  choice. 


26  1837  N-13.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Medium  Letters.  MS-64  BN 

(PCGS).  Rich  lustrous  medium  brown  surfaces  with  some  tinges  of 
mint  color.  Struck  from  well-used  dies  with  “orange  peel  character¬ 
istics.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  on  the  stars  at  the  left  obverse.  Well 
struck  on  the  reverse.  The  dentils  on  both  sides  are  indistinct  in 
places.  A  spot  of  corrosion  is  noted  in  the  lower  hair  curls.  About  a 
typical  example  for  Newcomb- 13,  a  pleasing  piece  that  will  be  en¬ 
joyed  by  its  next  owner. 

MS-60. 


27  1840  N-6.  Large  Date.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Magnificent  cartwheel 

lustre  on  steel  brown  surfaces  with  plentiful  pale  blue  and  mint  red 
undertones.  Excellent  surface  quality  and  visual  appeal,  with  only  a 
tiny  spot  at  star  2  worth  noting.  A  very  nice  piece  for  the  grade. 

MS-63. 


Red  1853  N-25  Cent 


28  1853  N-25.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Full  mint  color  with  abundant  sat¬ 

iny  lustre.  Much  green  and  gold  toning  is  noted  around  the  reverse 
periphery,  with  some  on  the  obverse  border  near  stars  1  through  3. 
MS-60. 


29  1855  N-4.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Full  red  mint  color  barely  mellowed 

in  the  obverse  fields  —  certainly  a  candidate  for  a  RD  designation  to 
our  eye.  Nicely  struck  and  highly  lustrous,  only  minor  flyspecks 
noted,  tiny  spot  of  verdigris  at  serif  of  F  in  OF,  mint-made  depression 
over  denomination.  An  above  average  specimen  of  this  relatively 
available  variety,  perfect  for  a  nice  type  set. 

MS-65. 
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Small  Cents 


Choice  Proof  1856  Flying  Eagle  1C 

A  Classic  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

30  1856  Snow-9.  Flying  Eagle.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  deep 

red-gold  surfaces.  A  sharply  struck  example  of  one  of  the  most  famous 
and  desirable  of  all  small  cent  issues — what  Flying  Eagle  or  Indian  cent 
collector  has  not  dreamed  of  owning  one  of  these?  Essentially  as  struck 
save  for  the  toning  highlights  and  a  few  faint  hairlines;  no  major  marks 
of  any  consequence  are  seen.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are 
reflective,  especially  so  on  the  reverse.  The  present  specimen,  a  late  die 
state  of  Snow-9,  is  from  researcher  and  author  Rick  Snows  Obverse  5, 
Reverse  D  die  combination,  a  style  presumably  restruck  in  1 860  (see 
below).  This  lovely  choice  Proof  specimen  would  make  an  attractive 
and  important  addition  to  any  collection,  and  the  pride  of  ownership 
will  no  doubt  be  substantial  as  well. 

In  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cents,  author  Richard  “Rick”  Snow  had  the  following  to 
say  about  Snow-9  (the  variety  offered  here):  “Copper-nickel.  These  were  probably 
struck  in  1 860  in  quantities  close  to  1 ,000  pieces.  These  are  commonly  thought  of  as 
“regular  issues”  because  of  the  large  production.”  He  then  gives  the  following  die 
state  diagnostics  (which  match  the  present  specimen):  “Late.  A  die  crack  forms  from 
the  beak  vertically  downward.  Later  it  extends  up  to  UNI  to  the  rim.  Die  cracks 
form  on  the  reverse  at  1 1 :00  and  1 :00.” 

Notes  on  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

The  new  obverse  design  utilized  on  the  copper-nickel  cent  of  1856  depicts  an  eagle 
flying  to  the  left,  with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  around,  and  the  date  be¬ 
low.  Longacre  adopted  the  20-year-old  eagle  motif  created  by  Christian  Gobrecht 
and  used  on  the  1 836  dollar  and  later  on  the  1 854- 1855  pattern  cents.  The  reverse  is 
a  copy  of  the  wheat,  corn,  cotton,  and  tobacco  wreath  (“agricultural  wreath”  as  it  is 
sometimes  called)  devised  by  Longacre  earlier  for  use  on  the  1854  gold  $1  and  $3. 

Somewhat  over  700 — perhaps  as  many  as  1,000 — 1856  Flying  Eagle  cents  were 
struck  that  year  and  in  very  early  1857  (from  the  1856  dies)  to  acquaint  influential 
people  with  the  new  design.  Word  of  the  curious,  interesting,  new,  little  1 856  Flying 
Eagle  cents  spread,  and  these  Mint  State  coins  began  to  have  a  premium  value  among 
the  small  but  rapidly  growing  community  of  coin  collectors.  Specimens  soon  traded 
for  50<f  to  $1  each  when  they  could  be  found,  which  was  not  often.  Probably  from 
about  1858  and  continuing  through  the  early  years  of  the  Civil  War,  additional  dies 
were  made  to  coin  1856-dated  Flying  Eagle  cents,  probably  to  the  extent  of  about 
1 ,500  to  2,500  Proofs.  However,  the  surfaces  of  these  Proofs  was  not  quite  as  deeply 
mirrored  as  would  be  the  Proofs  of  the  later  dates  1857  and  1858. 

Regarding  the  700  to  1,000  business  strikes  produced  to  inform  congressmen, 
newspaper  editors,  and  others  of  the  design,  according  to  documents  in  the  National 
Archives  viewed  by  Walter  Breen,  distribution  included  the  following: 

264  pieces  or  more  to  congressmen. 

200  to  Representative  S.D.  Campbell. 

102  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James  Guthrie. 

62  to  senators. 

4  to  President  Franklin  Pierce. 

2  to  the  Mint  Cabinet. 

In  addition  to  the  above  634  coins,  additional  pieces  were  given  to  dignitaries,  the 
Mint  staff,  interested  numismatists,  and  others.  Walter  Breen  posits  that  an  addi¬ 
tional  several  hundred  were  held  in  stock  in  the  Mint  for  later  distribution  to  coin 
collet  tors,  or  to  trade  them  for  Washington  medals  for  the  Mint  Cabinet.”  If  one  as¬ 
sumes  that  several  hundred”  equates  to  at  least  300,  these  figures  add  up  to  the  best 
part  of  1 ,000  originals,  if  not  even  more — a  figure  more  generous  than  usually 


given,  but  probably  reasonable.  In  fact,  in  view  of  the  quantity  of  worn  specimens  in 
existence  today — quite  possibly  400  to  800  pieces  (including  some  restrikes  that 
were  spent) — a  case  could  be  made  for  the  original  mintage  quantity  to  have  been 
considerably  more  than  1,000. 

In  its  issue  of  February  7,  1857,  Harper’s  Weekly  inserted  an  illustration  of  an  1856 
Flying  Eagle  cent  and  furnished  this  commentary,  in  part: 

“You  see  for  yourselves  the  patriotic  design — the  wreath  entwined  with  the  vine 
and  Indian  corn  on  the  one  side,  and  that  everlasting  American  eagle,  ‘spreading  its 
wings  and  soaring  aloft,’  on  the  other.  The  bird,  by-the-by,  has  rather  an  anserine 
than  an  aquiline  look,  and  is  said  to  be  the  same  as  once  was  set  loose  upon  golden 
wings  in  a  previous  issue  of  half  eagles,  but  having  been  again  caged,  in  consequence 
of  its  barn-yard  fowl  appearance,  is  now  to  be  turned  adrift  for  a  humbler  flight _ ” 

The  account  went  on  to  suggest  that  the  old  phrase,  “Not  worth  a  red  cent,”  would 
be  of  no  use  now  that  copper  cents  were  to  be  replaced,  “for  the  new  cent  is  not  red, 
being  of  a  gray,  silvery  aspect.” 

In  December  1859,  Edward  D.  Cogan,  who  incorrectly  called  himself  the  “father 
of  the  coin  trade  in  America”  (as  a  full-time  coin  dealer  he  was  a  latecomer  to  John  K. 
Curtis,  for  example)  offered  for  sale  three  varieties  of  the  Proof  1856  Flying  Eagle 
cent: 

Copper:  $4. 

Nickel:  $1. 

Copper-nickel  (the  usual  issue):  $2. 

The  price  of  $2  for  the  standard  copper-nickel  issue  seems  to  indicate  that  these 
were  delicacies  at  the  time,  and  no  doubt  such  a  value — equal  to  more  than  a  day’s 
pay  for  certain  laborers — prompted  the  Mint  to  continue  making  them  as  a  stock 
item  for  sale  and  trade.  In  fact,  as  the  foregoing  were  all  Proofs  and  not  business 
strikes,  it  is  likely  that  they  were  made  after  1856  and  already  represented  restrikes. 
Among  early  listings  the  term  “nickel,”  as  opposed  to  “copper-nickel,”  was  used  with 
abandon  and  usually  simply  referred  to  a  regular  copper-nickel  striking  that  had  a 
particularly  white  or  pale  surface. 

In  October  1860  Philadelphia  dealer  Edward  D.  Cogan  sold  four  1856  Flying 
Eagle  cents  at  auction:  two  in  copper  (one  was  without  date  or  legend  on  the  ob¬ 
verse),  one  in  nickel,  and  one  in  copper-nickel. 

In  October  1867  there  was  sold  in  New  York  City  the  celebrated  collection  of  Jo¬ 
seph  J.  Mickley  of  Philadelphia.  Under  “pattern  pieces”  we  find  five  pieces  offered,” 
among  which  was  a  1856  half  cent — listed  under  cents.  Lot  2201  was  interestingly 
described  as  follows:  “Cent,  1856,  struck  in  a  metal  resembling  silver;  fine  Proof, 
extremely  rare.  This  piece  must  be  distinguished  from  all  of  the  others,  for  its  com¬ 
position  is  quite  unlike  either  of  them.”  Lot  2202  was  described  as  “a  fine  piece  of 
lathe  work,  executed  at  the  Mint,  being  the  reverse  of  the  nickel  cent  of  1856,  a 
square  piece  of  brass.  Unique.” 

The  Dr.  Henry  R.  Linderman  Collection,  sold  on  February  28,  1888,  had  two 
1 856  Flying  Eagle  cents — one  with  date  and  one  without  date  or  legend.  Linderman 
was  director  of  the  Mint  and  was  otherwise  associated  with  the  Mint  for  a  long  time 
in  the  1860s  and  1870s;  thus,  these  two  pieces  were  probably  “Mint  fresh”  restrikes. 

The  collection  of  James  B.  Longacre  was  sold  on  January  21,  1870,  by  M.  Thomas 
&  Sons  in  Philadelphia  and  had  an  1856  copper-nickel  half  cent  and  an  1 856  cent  in 
copper  among  other  items. 

Dr.  R.  Coulton  Davis  of  Philadelphia  had  three  specimens  of  the  1856  Flying 
Eagle  cent.  Davis  was  the  first  American  numismatist  after  James  Ross  Snowden 
(1860)  to  seriously  delineate  American  pattern  coins. 

Lorin  G.  Parmelee,  who  in  the  1880s  was  generally  acknowledged  as  possessing 
the  largest  and  most  complete  collection  of  federal  coins  by  date  sequence,  had  10 
examples  including  different  varieties. 

George  D.  Woodside,  a  Philadelphia  collector,  whose  collection  was  sold  on  April 
23,  1892,  had  eight  different  varieties  of  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents  in  various  metals. 

Captain  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie,  an  early  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  New  York  City,  whose  collection  was  sold  by  Henry  Chapman  in  June  1909 
(with  his  Lincolniana  sold  recently,  in  June  1999,  by  Sotheby’s),  had  14  pieces  in¬ 
cluding  varieties. 

Judson  D.  Brenner  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  exhibited  1 1  different  specimens  of  the 
1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  1914. 

Burdette  G.  Johnson  of  the  St.  Louis  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  wrote  regarding  the 
Virgil  M.  Brand  collection  of  Chicago:  “The  statement  that  Mr.  Brand  [who  died  in 
1926]  bought  a  great  many  of  these  Flying  Eagle  cents  is  entirely  without  founda¬ 
tion,  as  are  many  other  statements  about  Mr.  Brand’s  collection.  I  appraised  this  col¬ 
lection,  and  in  the  entire  collection  there  were  not  over  a  dozen  1856  Flying  Eagle 
cents  of  the  regular  type  and  possibly  10  Flying  Eagle  patterns.” 

Col.  E.H.R.  Green,  who  at  one  time  had  all  five  known  1913  Liberty  Head  nick¬ 
els  and  the  original  100-subject  sheet  of  1918  24<t  airmail  invert  stamps,  did  not 
have  his  attention  properly  called  to  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents,  as  only  about  a 
dozen  were  included  in  his  immense  collection  of  coins. 

Today  in  2002,  the  population  of  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents  is  very  widely  distrib¬ 
uted,  and  we  daresay  that  it  is  an  unusual  situation  for  anyone  to  have  even  two.  Year 
in  and  year  out  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  has  remained  one  of  America’s  most  popular 
rarities. 
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Classic  Proof  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

31  1856  Snow-9.  Proof-60.  Highly  reflective  golden  surfaces  show  pale 

blue  and  rose  highlights.  A  square  area  of  deeper  golden  color  may  be 
seen  on  the  reverse.  A  lustrous  delight,  a  lovely  specimen  of  this  clas¬ 
sic  rarity.  Four  tiny  spots  of  corrosion  are  noted  at  the  top  of  the  ob¬ 
verse,  accounting  for  the  assigned  grade,  with  some  smaller  specks  in 
the  denticles  and  other  non-focal  areas.  Scrutiny  reveals  a  few  minor 
hairlines,  horizontal  dig  noted  over  1  in  date.  An  impressive  specimen 
of  this  thoroughly  desirable  coin,  fine  enough  to  be  the  highlight  in  a 
well-formed  cabinet  of  small  cents. 

Gem  1857  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


32  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  golden  surfaces  exhibit 

excellent  lustre.  Very  nice  eye  appeal,  only  a  few  flyspecks  noted,  a 
natural-looking  and  desirable  piece.  Always  in  demand  in  this  grade 
and  certain  to  please. 


Choice  Mint  State  1858/7  Flying  Eagle  1<£ 

Popular  Overdate  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

33  1858/7  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  honey  gold  with 

some  red-gold  highlights.  Lightly  struck  on  the  viewer’s  right  on  both 
sides,  affecting  the  legends  and  eagle’s  tail  on  the  obverse  and  the 
wreath  on  the  reverse.  No  doubt  strike  had  something  to  do  with  the 
assigned  grade  of  the  present  coin,  for  it  is  essentially  blemish-free 
save  for  a  small,  natural  planchet  flaw  below  the  reverse  wreath,  as 
struck  and  unobtrusive  by  all  accounts.  Once  your  inspection  brings 
you  past  the  obvious,  the  subtleties  of  this  coin’s  beautiful  surfaces 
will  engage  your  numismatic  senses.  Have  no  doubts,  the  present 
specimen  of  this  rare  overdate  would  make  a  pleasing  addition  to  any 
Flying  Eagle  collection. 


Daignostic  “broken”  wing  tip  and  “belly  button”  in  field  below  eagle’s  bellv  both 
present,  the  dot  in  the  field  being  particularly  strong.  The  features  of  the  underlying 
7  are  weak,  however,  with  only  a  touch  of  that  numeral  slightly  visible  at  the  upper 
right  side  of  the  8. 


Marvelous  Proof  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

Large  Letters 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

34  1858  Large  Letters.  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  One  of  the  highest 

certified  pieces,  this  coin  will  answer  the  demand  for  a  gem  specimen 
in  Proof  format.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  light  yellow  gold.  The 
•  obverse  has  some  scattered  flecks  here  and  there,  the  reverse  is  virtu¬ 
ally  pristine,  with  flecks  at  a  minimum.  The  detail  is  excellent  on 
both  sides. 

Regarding  Proofs  of  the  1858  Large  Letters,  we  suggest  that  no  more  than  50  to 
100  were  distributed,  possibly  including  some  as  part  of  the  12-coin  copper-nickel 
pattern  sets  of  the  year  (this  figure  may  be  overly  optimistic,  as  relatively  few  sets 
have  ever  appeared  at  auction  from  1858  to  the  present  day). 

It  is  worth  mentioning  that  until  1992  PCGS  in  its  Population  Report  listed  all 
Proof  1 858  Flying  Eagle  cents  under  the  “Large  Letters  category,”  regardless  of  what 
letter  size  they  actually  were,  thus  forever  distorting  their  apparent  rarity. 

In  our  opinion,  the  Large  Letters  Proof  variety  is  at  least  two  to  three  times,  per¬ 
haps  four  times,  rarer  than  the  Proof  Small  Letters  variety. 

At  least  two  obverse  dies  were  used  to  strike  Proofs,  probably  all  in  the  1 858  year, 
as  we  have  no  evidence  of  restriking.  The  present  piece  shows  what  seems  to  be  ma¬ 
chine  doubling  on  the  letters  and  date,  from  multiple  impressions  of  the  dies. 

For  anyone  seeking  to  complete  a  set  of  Flying  Eagle  cents  in  Proof  finish,  this  will 
be  a  major  find,  a  piece  of  which  relatively  few  equivalents  exist. 


35  1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  golden  gem  with 

some  pleasing  rainbow  iridescence  mingling  on  the  frosty  surfaces. 
Sharply  struck  and  devoid  of  unsightly  marks,  everything  you  want  a 
gem  to  be!  Scarcer  than  its  counterpart  with  rounded  bust  details  (see 
below). 

Regarding  the  Pointed  Bust  Indian  cents  of  1860,  Rick  Snow  noted  the  following: 
“Commonly  called  Type  I,  this  is  the  narrow  bust  point  variety  in  use  since  late  1 858 
in  the  pattern  issues.  The  changeover  to  the  broad  bust  point  was  made  very  early  in 
the  production  of  this  year’s  coinage.  The  reason  for  the  change  is  possibly  to  in¬ 
crease  the  die  life.”  Snow  further  estimates  that  perhaps  only  500,000  or  so  examples 
(or  slightly  more  than  2%  of  a  mintage  for  the  date  of  20,566,000  pieces)  were  ol  the 
Type  I  or  Pointed  Bust  style.  Of  further  interest,  in  A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast's  Guide  to 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  author  Dave  Bowers  wrote:  “The  variety  differences 
are  not  widely  publicized.  The  1860  Narrow  Bust  is  thus  a  prime  coin  for  cherry- 
picking.  Good  Luck! 


BOWERS  AND  MLRLNA  GALLERIES 
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The  Rarities  Sale 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1862  1C 


Mint  State  1877  1C  Key 


36  1862  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Richly  reflective  golden  surfaces 

with  heavily  frosted  design  elements.  The  reverse  shows  a  blush  of 
rose  toning,  full  of  eye  appeal  on  both  sides  though  we  note  some 
light  flyspecks.  A  lovely  example  of  the  issue. 


3~  1869  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Frosty  red  in  the  fields  and  protected  ar¬ 

eas,  faded  but  lively  brown  on  the  high  points.  A  pleasing  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  a  popular  early  date  Indian  cent  issue. 

38  1869  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Plentiful  warm  mint  color  with  mottled 

violet  tones.  Full  cartwheel  and  nice  overall  eye  appeal.  A  tiny  speck 
of  corrosion  is  noted  left  of  the  shield  atop  the  reverse,  a  minor  abra¬ 
sion  is  present  below  the  E  in  UNITED.  A  desirable  specimen  of  this 
scarce  date. 


Choice  Proof  1877  Cent  Key 


41  1877  MS-60  RB.  Full  cartwheel  lustre  on  bright  orange  and  violet 

surfaces,  a  bit  unnatural  in  appearance  from  a  long  ago  dipping.  Free 
of  serious  nicks  or  impairments,  though  a  few  very  faint  scratches  are 
visible  under  magnification  at  the  top  of  the  obverse  and  a  single  thin 
scratch  is  present  beneath  the  N  in  ONE.  The  lustre  remains  full  and 
lovely.  All  this  considered,  a  worthwhile  high-grade  specimen  of  this 
key  date  in  the  series,  one  that  deserves  serious  bidder  consideration. 


42  1886  Proof-63  (ICG).  Splendid  and  interesting  coloration,  with 

bright,  unfaded  mint  red  around  the  word  STATES  on  the  obverse, 
with  the  rest  of  the  obverse  just  barely  faded  into  red-brown  territory. 
The  reverse  displays  a  crescent  of  bright  mint  color  around  the 
wreath,  with  beautiful  blue  and  rose  shades  nearer  the  top.  A  natural 
planchet  depression  may  be  seen  between  the  O  and  N  of  ONE. 
Well-preserved  and  free  of  all  but  a  few  minor  hairlines,  and  thus  an 
exceptional  specimen  in  all  respects. 


39  1877  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Reflective  golden  orange  with  hints  of 

pale  blue.  Lovely  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade,  with  excellent  sur¬ 
face  quality  and  no  spotting  to  note.  Magnified  scrutiny  reveals  some 
light  hairlines,  certainly  not  offensive  and  easily  overlooked.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  choice  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  Indian  cent  collection 
representing  as  it  does  the  date  most  desired  by  everyone! 

Choice  Proof  1877  Indian  1<£  Rarity 


40  1877  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Much  more  red  than  brown  here!  In 

fact,  ‘brown’  barely  figures  into  the  equation  where  this  beauty  is 
concerned.  The  satiny  surfaces  show  great  lustre  and  a  touch  of 
reflectivity — not  deep  mirrors,  but  a  pleasing  and  attractive  compro¬ 
mise.  Mint  State  examples  of  this  key  date  in  the  series  are  always  in 
great  demand  and  bring  substantial  premiums  above  the  prices  typi¬ 
cally  brought  by  Proofs  of  the  date,  which  causes  many  collectors  to 
settle  for  Proofs.  The  present  coin  is  decidedly  choice  for  the  issue 
and  grade,  both  aesthetically  and  physically,  and  “settling”  for  this 
coin  may  very  well  prove  to  be  one  of  the  better  things  you’ve  done 
where  your  Indian  cent  collection  is  concerned. 


Extraordinary  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 

MS-66  RD  (PCGS) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

43  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Beautiful  unfaded  full  mint 

brilliance  with  exemplary  and  plentiful  cartwheel  lustre.  A  choice 
specimen  in  every  regard,  almost  beyond  the  reach  of  any  criticism 
whatever.  Magnification  reveals  some  pinpoint  flyspecks  at  the  base 
of  the  reverse,  but  are  by  no  means  substantive  to  the  visual  appeal. 
An  eminently  desirable  example  of  the  issue.  PCGS  has  graded  nine 
pieces  finer. 
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The  Rarities  Sale 


Satiny  Gem  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  1<£ 

MS-65  RB 


44  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  simply  gorgeous  gem.  Satiny 

red  surfaces  tend  a  touch  toward  brown,  but  red  readily  and  evenly 
predominates.  As  pleasing  a  specimen  of  this  popular  rarity  as  one 
could  want  at  the  assigned  grade.  This  is  an  example  that  any  collec¬ 
tor  would  find  ample  joy  (and  pride)  in  owning. 


Choice  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


45  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Warm  lustrous  orange-red, 

slightly  mellowed  on  the  obverse.  The  fields  are  free  from  any  major 
disturbances  and  the  lustre  is  abundant  and  satiny.  A  few  flyspecks 
are  noted,  and  some  fingerprint  vestiges  remain,  but  the  overall  visual 
impression  is  very  nice  indeed.  An  excellent  specimen  of  this  classic 
American  rarity. 


46  1909  Lincoln.  Matte  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  red¬ 

dish  orange  surfaces  with  some  streaks  of  brown  on  the  reverse.  Tiny 
flecks  here  and  there  on  both  sides. 


47 


1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  orange  mint 
color  with  a  hint  of  olive.  Positively  lovely  with  exceptional  lustre  and 
few  spots  of  any  consequence.  Worthy  of  any  advanced  Lincoln  cent 
collection. 


Full  Red  1 914-D  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

48  1 914-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Even  deep  orange-red  with  full  satiny 

lustre.  Exceptional  eye  appeal  for  the  grade  level,  with  the  look  of  an 
even  higher  numerical  assignment.  Only  tiny  marks  noted  and  no 
more  than  two  or  three  minuscule  flyspecks  are  detected  with  a  glass. 
The  reverse  die  shows  some  signs  of  fatigue.  An  excellent  quality 
Mint  State  specimen  of  this  key  date,  many  times  rarer  in  this  condi¬ 
tion  than  the  1909-S  V.D.B. 


49  1 92 1-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  orange-red  mint  color,  deeper  in 

shade  on  obverse  than  reverse.  Richly  lustrous  and  most  attractive.  A 
few  minor  spots  are  noted  on  the  left  side  of  the  obverse,  some  scat¬ 
tered  toning  elsewhere.  A  difficult  issue  to  find  with  this  sort  of  color 
or  this  nicely  preserved  at  all. 


v  w 
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1923-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  orange  with  exquis¬ 
ite  lustre  on  obverse,  deep  orange-red  on  the  satiny  reverse.  A  splen¬ 
did  coin  at  the  assigned  grade  level,  free  of  serious  disturbances,  a  few 
tiny  reddish  toning  spots  on  left  obverse.  The  obverse  die  shows  signs 
of  serious  fatigue,  manifesting  as  tiny  bubbles  and  peripheral 
flowlines.  A  beautiful  coin  that  will  stand  up  to  the  most  serious 
scrutiny  from  an  advanced  specialist. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1926-S  1<£ 

MS-64  RD  (PCGS) 


51  1926-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Mint  red  (actually  orange)  with  quite 

a  few  tiny  flecks  of  brown,  but  definitely  more  orange  than  brown. 
Highly  lustrous.  True  mint  red  specimens  of  the  date,  without  flecks 
and  without  suggestions  of  brown  toning,  may  be  nonexistent.  The 
present  piece,  while  not  in  the  gem  category,  does  display  much  origi¬ 
nal  color,  and  is  a  nice  coin  overall. 
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The  Rarities  Sale 


Red  Gem  1927-S  1C 

l  ied  For  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

52  1927-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Immaculate  golden  orange  surfaces  ex¬ 

hibit  marvelous  satiny  lustre.  Superlative  eye  appeal,  free  of  serious 
flyspecks,  a  simply  superb  specimen.  The  central  reverse  shows  very 
minor  striking  weakness,  as  struck.  The  serious  Lincoln  cent  collec¬ 
tor  would  be  hard-pressed  to  find  a  nicer  specimen  of  this  tough 
date.  PCGS  has  certified  17  specimens  at  this  level  with  none  finer. 


Superb  Gem  1943-D/D  Cent 


53  1943-D  D  Over  D.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  silver  gray  sur¬ 

faces  exhibit  light  golden  toning.  This  well  known  repunched  mint- 
mark  is  bold,  even  to  the  naked  eye,  with  the  first  attempt  at  the 
mintmark  seen  to  the  southwest.  Fivaz  and  Stanton  refer  to  this  as  a 
“very  tough  repunched  mintmark  to  find."  For  those  assembling 
high-grade  sets  of  Lincoln  cents,  this  major  variety  provides  a  signifi¬ 
cant  stumbling  block. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Two-Cent  pieces 


54  1872  Proof-64.  Satiny  red  overall,  more  red  than  brown.  Some  at¬ 

tractive  violet  iridescence  is  beginning  to  crown  the  high  points.  A 
pleasing  Proof  for  the  grade. 


Gem  Proof-Only  1873  Two-Cent  Piece 


“Original,”  Close  3  in  Date 


55  1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Generous  amounts  of  red  with 

some  brown  highlights.  A  sharp  and  attractive  example  of  the  termi¬ 
nal  date  in  the  denomination,  a  Proof-only  issue  with  a  scant  mintage 
of  just  600  pieces.  Diagnostic  raised  die  line  through  RUST  in  the 
obverse  motto.  Both  rare  and  pleasing,  a  great  combination  in  numis¬ 
matics. 


Choice  Proof  1873  Two  Cents 

Open  3,  Proof-Only 


56  1873  Open  3.  Proof-64  RD.  Remarkable  even  pale  orange  on  deeply 

reflective  fields.  A  choice  example,  one  of  the  loveliest  examples  of 
this  frequently  unattractive  issue  we  have  offered  in  some  time.  The 
surfaces  show  a  bare  minimum  of  flyspecks  or  other  marks,  though 
some  faint  vestiges  of  an  old  fingerprint  are  noted  on  the  reverse.  The 
central  devices  are  frosty  and  contrast  nicely  with  the  fields.  Con¬ 
noisseurs  of  this  series  will  recognize  the  quality  of  the  present  speci¬ 
men. 


57  1873  Open  3.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Bright  orange  red  now  faded 

to  rose  and  medium  brown.  One  of  500  so-called  “restrikes”  made, 
again  as  a  Proof-only  issue  (along  with  the  Close  3  “original”  issue,  of 
which  600  Proofs  were  struck). 
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Nickel  Three-Cent  Piece 

Eminently  Desirable  1877  Proof  Three  Cents 


58  1 8"”  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof  specimen  with  light  lilac  ton¬ 

ing  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Very  well  struck.  A  splendid  and  emi¬ 
nently  desirable  example  of  this  famous  Proof-only  date.  The  mintage 
of  this  variety  is  unknown,  as  track  was  not  kept  of  minor  Proof  coins 
prior  to  1878,  and  such  pieces  were  not  “officially  released”  in  terms 
ol  legal  technicalities  (a  subject  delved  into  at  some  length  by  Robert 
W.  Julian  in  a  recent  issue  of  Numismatic  News).  However,  be  that  as 
it  may,  any  number  of  United  States  patterns,  Proofs,  and  other 
pieces,  plus  regular  issues,  are  absent  from  the  “release  records”  of  the 
federal  government. 

Estimates  concerning  the  quantity  coined  of  the  1877  minor  pieces 
(Indian  cent,  nickel  three-cent  piece,  and  Shield  nickel)  have  ranged 
from  510  upward.  We  estimate  that  perhaps  1,250  might  be  in  the 
ball  park,  but  who  knows?  Whatever  the  figure,  the  piece  is  very  elu¬ 
sive,  is  a  classic  in  the  series,  and  the  present  coin  is  certainly  in  the 
front  rank  of  quality  among  those  seen.  This  will  be  a  very  nice  “tro¬ 
phy  coin,”  for  someone  wanting  a  special  coin  of  this  denomination 
for  a  type  set  or  simply  for  enjoyment  purposes,  or  it  will  fit  nicely 
into  a  set  by  date  sequence. 

Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

59  1869  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  deeply  toned  gem  Proof  with  russet,  blue, 

and  iridescent  shades.  Subdued  mirrored  surfaces  are  visible  through 
the  toning  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Sharply  struck  as  expected 
with  considerable  eye  appeal.  An  outstanding  candidate  for  your  type 
collection  or,  of  course,  an  automatic  possibility  for  a  date  set. 


Remarkable  Mint  State  1869  Trime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1869  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces.  An  early  im¬ 
pression  with  some  die  finish  lines  visible.  Actually,  as  only  4,500  cir¬ 


culation  strikes  were  minted,  almost  all  are  “early”  impressions. 

When  seen,  the  1869  silver  three-cent  piece  is  nearly  always  in 
Proof  format.  High-grade  circulation  strikes  are  almost  as  rare  as  the 
proverbial  hen’s  teeth,  not  quite,  but  almost.  The  present  coin  will 
appeal  greatly  to  the  specialist  in  this  series  as  well  as  to  the  knowing 
connoisseur.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  major  rarity,  and  yet  the  current  mar¬ 
ket  value  may  be  less  than  $2,000! 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

61  1870  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  piece  of  exceptional  quality,  no  doubt 

from  an  old-time  collection  if  it  could  only  speak  and  relate  its  pedi¬ 
gree.  There  are  several  advantages  offered  by  this  piece,  namely 
needle-sharp  striking,  attractive  old-time  toning  in  lilac  and  gun- 
metal-blue,  and  basic  rarity  for  the  date.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  only 
fair  to  mention  that  there  are  three  contact  marks  on  the  shield  at  the 
center  of  the  star,  and  in  the  left  obverse  field  there  is  a  scarcely  vis- 
•  ible  lint  mark. 

The  formation  of  a  complete  date  and  mint  set  of  silver  three-cent 
pieces,  called  trimes  by  the  Treasury  Department,  is  a  very  doable 
challenge.  Although  some  of  the  dates  are  basically  scarce  in  any 
grade,  all  (including  the  solitary  mintmark  variety,  the  1851-0)  can 
be  obtained  with  patience. 


Gem  1873  Trime 

Close  3 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

62  1873  Close  3.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Toned  in  electric  and  gunmetal- 

blue  with  some  areas  of  gold  and  magenta.  A  splendid  specimen,  no 
doubt  from  an  old-time  collection,  of  the  last  year  of  the  silver  three- 
cent  piece.  Pieces  of  this  year  were  produced  early  in  1873,  and  only 
in  Proof  format,  with  no  related  pieces  for  circulation. 
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Nickel  five-Cent  pieces 


The  Dr.  Lawrence  Cookson  collection 

OF  LIBERTY  AND  BUFFALO  NICKELS 

By  searching  carefully  over  a  long  period  of  years,  and  being  veiy 
discriminating  in  his  purchases,  Dr.  Lawrence  Cookson  was  able  to 
assemble  a  collection  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces  that  has  few  equals  in  the 
annals  of  American  numismatics. 

As  is  well  known,  the  Buffalo  nickel  series,  1913-1 938,  is  fraught  with 
challenges,  as  the  vast  majority  of  pieces  from  about  1914  through  1 929 
are  often  lightly  struck,  sometimes  very  lightly  struck.  Beyond  that, 
branch  mint  pieces  in  particular  are  quite  difficult  to  find  in  grades 
above  MS-63.  The  present  collection  brings  together  a  truly  marvelous 
galaxy  of  numismatic  stars — coin  after  coin  is  memorable,  coin  after 
coin  is  among  the  very  finest  of  its  date  and  variety. 

While  the  simply  incredible  1918/7-D  will  attract  wide  attention, 
deservedly  so,  there  are  many  others  that  are  so  choice  that  a  span  ot years 
may  elapse  before  you  are  able  to  have  the  opportunity  to  bid  on  such 
a  combination  of  high  numerical  grade,  above  average  and  sometimes 
excellent  strike,  and  superb  eye  appeal. 


Impressive  1883  Liberty  5<£ 

Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated 
No  CENTS 


63  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-67  (ICG).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  gem  of  the 

highest  order,  sharply  struck  and  enticingly  lovely.  Barber’s  austere 
design  is  fully  brought  up  here,  with  even  the  kernels  on  the  corn 
cobs  in  his  cereal  wreath  motif  sharp  and  independent  of  each  other. 
Definitely  a  winning  example  of  this  famous  one-year-only  design 
type,  produced  from  dies  without  a  stated  denomination. 

The  aforementioned  book  by  Dave  Bowers’  More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins,  de¬ 
scribed  under  our  offering  of  a  splendid  1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling,  also 
includes  a  chapter  on  this  particular  1883  nickel — including  previously  classified 
government  data  from  an  operative  who  sought  to  track  down  people  who  were  gold 
plating  them  and  passing  them  as  $5  pieces.  Fascinating  reading!  Really,  you  should 
order  a  copy.  Right  now  they  arc  available  for  immediate  shipment. 


64  1883  CENTS.  Proof-67  (ICG).  The  slightest  hint  of  golden  yellow 

graces  the  satiny  design  elements  and  mirror  fields  of  this  delightful 
gem  Proof  Liberty  nickel.  From  the  new  dies  of  the  year  with  the  de¬ 
nomination,  GEN  ES,  boldly  proclaimed  on  the  reverse.  A  lovely  sur¬ 
vivor  from  the  most  plentiful  Proof  mintage  of  the  design  type,  a  date 
that  is  often  selected  for  type  collections  or  as  the  stepping  stone  to  a 
Proof  Liberty  nickel  set. 
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1886  Proof-67  Cameo  (ICG).  A  visually  impressive  gem  Proof  with 
strong  cameo  contrast  present.  Frosty  design  motifs  contrast  nicely 
with  slightly  satiny  mirror  fields.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  and  a  blaze 
of  pale  golden  toning  add  considerable  appeal  to  this  cameo  beauty.  A 
no-questions-asked  gem. 


1888  Proof-67  (ICG).  As  bright  and  gorgeous  as  the  day  it  left  the 
coining  press  in  Philadelphia,  this  stunning  Proof  is  alive  with  intense 
lustre  that  radiates  outward  in  broad  spokes  from  the  frosty  central 
devices.  The  motifs  and  fields  form  a  nice  cameo  contrast,  and  a  hint 
of  pale  lilac  completes  the  enchanting  picture.  A  beautiful  coin  that 
could  easily  be  the  focus  of  considerable  attention  in  any  Liberty 
nickel  collection. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1891  Liberty  5<£ 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


67  1891  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem  Proof  of  the  date, 

a  coin  with  frosty  silver  gray  motifs  and  nicely  mirrored  fields.  A 
faint  haze  of  pale  sky  blue  iridescence  gathers  at  the  stars  and  other 
peripheral  areas,  and  a  pale  blend  of  champagne  and  rose  graces  the 
reverse.  A  visually  attractive  and  enchanting  gem  Proof,  one  of  only 
two  examples  ot  the  date  to  achieve  such  a  lofty  grade  from  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  2,  none  Finer. 


68  1893  Proof-67  (ICG).  Mainly  reflective  surfaces  exhibit  pale  gold 

and  sky  blue  iridescence.  Some  light  frost  is  seen  on  Liberty’s  portrait, 
adding  a  touch  of  cameo  contrast  on  the  obverse.  Strong  lustre  radi¬ 
ates  boldly  on  both  sides,  especially  so  on  the  reverse. 
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Gem  Proof  1894  Liberty  Nickel 

1  ied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 
Repunched  4  in  Date 


69  1894  Proof-68  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  Proof  where  quality  and  visual 

charm  are  concerned;  certainly  NGC  acknowledges  that  fact  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  assigned  grade.  A  fairly  strong  cameo  is  present,  though 
not  noted  on  the  holder  as  such.  Lightly  frosted  motifs  stand  out 
nicely  from  reflective  mirror  fields,  while  radiant  cartwheel  lustre 
and  splashes  of  warm  gold  add  greatly  to  the  overall  appeal.  Need 
more  than  beauty?  The  present  coin  has  a  broadly  repunched  4  in  the 
date  (see  below).  Beauty  and  variety;  that  sounds  like  a  one-two 
punch  to  us! 

NGC  Census:  2,  none  finer. 

Breen-2556.  “Obviously  repunched  4.  Rare.  Comprises  a  minority  of  Proofs.  The 
4  was  first  punched  too  low  and  too  far  left.” 


70  1896  Proof-67  (ICG).  A  pale  sheen  of  gold  and  sky  blue  graces  the 

reflective  surfaces  of  this  gem  Proof  Liberty  nickel.  Miss  Liberty’s 
portrait  displays  a  modicum  of  frosty  texture. 
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1899  Proof-67  (ICG).  A  sharply  struck  gem  Proof  nickel  with  pale 
sky  blue  highlights  and  engaging  lustre  on  reflective  surfaces. 


1900  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  Proof  with  pale  golden 
highlights  on  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  light  sky  blue  iridescence  on 
the  mirrored  fields.  Sharp  and  attractive  in  all  respects.  PCGS  has 
not  certified  an  example  of  the  date  at  a  finer  level,  making  the 
present  gem  all  the  more  desirable. 

PCGS  Population:  16,  none  finer. 


1903  Proof-67  (ICG).  Pleasing  cameo  contrast  is  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  present  gem  Proof.  Lightly  frosted  design  elements  and  mirror 
fields  complement  each  other  nicely,  with  a  sheen  of  delightful  me¬ 
dium  sky  blue  iridescence  making  its  presence  known  on  both  sides. 


74  1903  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Gold  and  lilac  iridescence  graces  the  reflec¬ 
tive  surfaces  of  this  gem  Proof  Liberty  nickel. 

75  1903  Proof-66  (ICG).  A  third  gem  Proof  example  of  the  date,  this 
struck  from  misaligned  dies,  here  aligned  at  360°  or  medal  turn  as 
opposed  to  the  standard  alignment  of  180°  or  coin  turn  for  U.S. 
coins.  Scarce  and  intriguing.  This  variety  was  first  discovered  by  us 
and  published  many  years  ago.  Since  then  it  has  maintained  its  status 
as  a  very  elusive  variety.  Only  a  fraction  of  Proof  1903  nickels  have 
this  unusual  feature. 

I  he  present  piece  has  nice  cameo  contrast  between  the  lightly 
frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  Pale  light  golden  highlights 
abound.  A  find  for  the  Liberty  nickel  specialist. 


76  1904  Proof-67  (ICG).  Swatches  of  pale  rainbow  iridescence  drift 

languidly  over  reflective  surfaces. 


1909  Proof-67  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  Proof,  a  coin  with  loads 
of  eye  appeal  and  strong  physical  integrity  as  well.  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  lustrous  with  pale  pastel  iridescence  in  abundance.  A  lively 
and  lovely  coin  in  all  respects,  and  a  date  for  which  just  two  speci¬ 
mens  have  received  finer  grades  from  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  36;  2  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

Outstanding  Gem  Proof  1910  Liberty  5<£ 

Superlative  Eye  Appeal 


78  1910  Proof-68  Cameo  (ICG).  A  beauteous  gem  Proof  for  which  no 

other  superlative  will  do  but  superlative.  Deeply  frosted  motifs  appear 
to  float  on  a  reflective  sea  of  pale  champagne,  with  Miss  Liberty  es¬ 
pecially  bold  in  her  separation  from  the  surrounding  field.  Indeed, 
the  stars  appear  to  be  set  against  an  autumn  sky,  sharp  and  sparkling 
in  their  cameo  contrast.  The  reverse  is  equally  frosty  on  the  motifs, 
the  contrast  there  being  every  bit  as  exciting  and  dramatic  as  on  the 
obverse.  We  feel  it  only  proper  to  warn  you  that  the  present  coin  may 
well  become  the  yardstick  by  which  every  other  coin  in  your  Liberty 
nickel  collection  will  be  judged! 


79  1911  Proof-67  (ICG).  Lightly  frosted  design  elements  and  mirror  fields 

display  an  even  medium  golden  iridescence.  A  pleasing  gem  Proof. 
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A  1913  Comment  on  the  New  “Bison”  Nickel 

In  March  1913  the  following  appeared  in  The  Numismatist. 
Note  that  the  animal  is  referred  to  as  a  bison,  not  a  buffalo!: 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Hon.  George  E.  Roberts,  Director  of  the 
United  States  Mint,  we  are  enabled  to  show  in  this  number  a  reproduc¬ 
tion  ot  the  new  five-cent  piece,  which  is  now  being  coined  at  the  mint. 

It  was  intended  to  issue  this  coin  early  in  February,  but  it  was  not  until 
Feb.  17  that  regular  coinage  started,  when  one  press  produced  them  at 
the  rate  of  1 20  per  minute.  The  design  is  radically  different  from  that  of 
any  five-cent  piece  that  has  ever  been  issued  at  the  mint,  and  is  slightly 
concave  on  both  sides,  somewhat  like  the  present  $10  and  $20  pieces. 
Directly  under  the  figure  3  of  the  date  1913  on  the  obverse  is  the  letter 
‘F’  for  the  designer  of  the  piece,  James  Earle  Fraser  ol  New  York  City. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Fraser  took  as  a  model  an  Indian  of  the  Cheyenne 
tribe  who  recently  visited  New  York  City.  The  bison  was  modeled  after 
a  specimen  in  the  New  York  Zoological  Garden  [about  which  we  will  say 
more  later — in  our  present  auction  catalogue — QDB], 

Mr.  Fraser,  the  designer,  is  reported  as  saying  that  the  capital  ‘F’  below 
the  date  has  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  T reasury,  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  and  also  the  National  Art  Commission.  Already, 
it  is  said,  the  presence  of  this  tiny  letter  has  aroused  a  certain  amount  of 
criticism,  similar  to  that  which  greeted  the  appearance  ol  the  letters 
‘V.D.B.’  on  the  Lincoln  cent,  which  resulted  in  their  removal,  doing  an 
injustice  to  Mr.  Brenner,  its  designer,  and  violating  all  precedents. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  new  coin  does  not  show  much  more 
finished  die  work,  which  could  easily  have  been  accomplished.  We  are 
inclined  to  think  that  the  rough  finish  of  the  design  will  encourage 
counterfeiters,  whose  handicraft  need  not  now  fear  comparison  which  it 
has  met  in  the  past  with  the  ordinarily  delicate  and  finished  mint  issues. 

The  new  piece  certainly  has  radically  changed  the  old-time  tradition 
that  Columbia  is  our  best  representation  of ‘Liberty.’  In  view  of  the  rather 
restricted  character  of  both  of  the  Indian  and  the  buffalo  today,  it  is  an 
open  question  whether  either  is  a  good  symbol  of ‘liberty.’ 

Saint-Gaudens,  in  an  interview,  once  stated  that  his  conception  of  a 
symbol  of  ‘Liberty’  was  that  of  ‘a  leaping  boy.’  We  still  prefer  Miss 
Columbia  as  the  proper  representation  of  freedom,  and  regret  that  she 
does  not  appear  on  the  new  five-cent  piece. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  the  original  enlarged  model  of  this  design  was 
of  a  handsome  character,  but  that  it  would  not  allow  for  the  great 
reduction  to  the  size  of  a  five-cent  piece  is  quite  apparent.  From  an  artistic 
point  of  view  no  doubt  the  design  is  all  that  it  should  be,  but  there  is 
another  element  to  be  considered  in  the  making  of  a  coin  design,  and  that 
is  the  one  of  practicability.  For  instance,  the  date  and  the  motto  are  in 
such  obscure  figures  and  letters  that  the  slightest  wear  will  obliterate 
them  beyond  understanding.  Altogether  the  new  design  emphasizes  the 
absolute  necessity  of  the  appointment  of  a  proper  committee  to  pass 
upon  new  coin  designs.  Such  a  committee  should  be  composed  of 
sculptors,  numismatists,  and  die  engravers.  One  of  this  committee 
should  be  the  chief  engraver  of  the  Mint.  It  will  not  be  until  the 
appointment  of  such  a  committee  that  we  may  expect  to  see  a  coin  that 
will  embody  all  the  proper  requisites. 


Superb  Matte  Proof  1913  Buffalo  5<£ 


Type  I 

Among  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 
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1913  Buffalo,  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lively 
pastel  iridescence  virtually  leaps  from  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  in¬ 
credible  delicacy.  Sharply  struck  and  thoroughly  impressive,  a  speci¬ 
men  that  truly  showcases  the  all-American  beauty  of  James  Earle 
Fraser’s  Indian  and  bison  design.  An  ever-popular  date,  Type  I  1913 
Buffalo  nickels  are  an  integral  part  of  the  Buffalo  nickel  series  as  well 
as  type  coin  collecting  in  general.  Among  the  finest  Proofs  of  the  date 
certified  by  PCGS;  only  one  example  has  received  a  finer  grade  from 
that  organization.  A  superb  gem  Proof  survivor  from  a  mintage  of 
just  1,520  pieces,  a  coin  that  will  bring  a  look  of  satisfaction  to  its 
new  owner’s  face  no  matter  how  many  times  it  is  admired. 

PCGS  Population:  24,  1  finer  (Proof-68). 


1913  Buffalo,  Type  I.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  and  satiny  gem 
circulation  strike  from  the  first  year  of  the  design  type — and  the  first 
of  two  design  types  to  appear  in  1913.  A  nuance  of  pale  lavender  en¬ 
hances  the  general  eye  appeal.  Not  an  imposing  rarity  when  found  so 
fine,  a  fact  that  increases  demand  for  gems  such  as  the  present  coin. 
Fortunate  are  we  that  specimens  of  this  quality  are  often  available  to 
collectors  of  all  means  who  desire  near-perfection  in  their  numis¬ 
matic  pursuits.  Nicely  struck  and  possessed  of  great  overall  beauty. 
Need  we  say  more? 


Important  Gem  Uncirculated  191 3-D  Type  I 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


82  1913-D  Buffalo,  Type  I.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

sharply  struck  surfaces  display  a  satiny  appearance  and  bright  rain¬ 
bow  iridescence  at  the  rims  that  is  fully  capable  of  catching  your  at¬ 
tention  from  across  the  room!  A  satiny  delight  of  impeccable  quality, 
a  truly  gorgeous  gent  that  has  few  equals — and  no  betters — where 
PCGS  is  concerned.  Here  is  what  is  frequently  referred  to  in  todays 
numismatic  marketplace  as  a  “monster’’  coin,  a  specimen  of  incred- 
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ible  sharpness,  beauty,  and  overall  quality  that  is  an  absolute  joy  to 
behold.  Experience  tells  us  that  quality  always  demands  attention. 
Add  the  semi-key  status  of  the  date  to  the  mix  and  watch  the  bidding 
excitement  mount  when  this  beauty  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  1  8;  none  finer. 


85  1913  Buffalo,  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  circulation 

strike  of  the  date  with  a  high  degree  of  lustre  on  pale  champagne  sur¬ 
faces.  Nicely  struck — not  fully  struck,  but  strong  and  bold  nonethe¬ 
less.  Well  worth  serious  consideration  by  active  Buffalo  nickel  spe¬ 
cialists. 


83  1913-S  Buffalo,  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  bright  and  lustrous 

specimen  with  pale  golden  toning  and  a  touch  of  mirrorlike 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Sharply  struck  at  the  centers  and  elsewhere, 
with  only  a  hint  of  weakness  at  LIBERTY  on  the  obverse.  A  popular 
San  Francisco  Mint  issue  in  gem  Mint  State,  and  the  most  elusive  of 
the  three  Type  I  issues  of  the  date  at  the  gem  level.  An  attractive  coin 
that  would  easily  be  at  home  in  any  highly  prized  “herd”  of  quality 
Buffalo  nickels. 

In  The  Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels,  Second  Edition,  author  David  Lange 
notes  that  this  date  is  “Usually  available  in  EF-AU  and  in  the  lower  Mint  State 
grades.  Choice  and  gem  examples  are  scarce;  the  latter  may  be  considered  rare,  due 
to  the  frequency  of  poorly  struck  coins.” 


Pleasing  Gem  Proof  1913  Buffalo  54 

Type  II 

Among  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


84  1913  Buffalo,  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  satiny  beauty 

with  rich  gold  and  vibrant  rainbow  iridescence,  especially  so  on  the 
reverse.  The  surfaces  are  alive  with  underlying  lustre.  A  splendid  gem 
Proof  of  the  second  type  of  the  date,  this  with  the  bison  now  on  a  line 
or  “plain”  above  FIVE  CENTS  (the  reverse  was  redesigned  by  the 
Mint  to  insure  that  certain  areas  of  the  design  would  wear  less 
quickly  than  the  circulation  strikes  of  the  Type  I  issue  of  earlier  in  the 
year;  the  bison  there  was  on  a  “mound”  and  the  denomination  area 
received  the  first  abuses  from  general  circulation).  Just  1,514  Proofs 
of  the  Type  II  issue  were  struck.  Only  one  Proof  example  of  the  date 
has  received  a  finer  grade  from  PCGS.  After  viewing  the  present 
piece,  it  is  easy  to  see  why;  it  is,  after  all,  extremely  difficult  to  im¬ 
prove  upon  virtual  perfection! 

PCGS  Population:  38;  1  finer  (Proof-68). 


Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1913-D  54 
Type  II 

Among  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


86  •  1913-D  Buffalo,  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  golden  gray  de¬ 

light  with  strong  lustre  and  equally  strong  aesthetic  appeal.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date;  this  issue  seldom  comes  fully  struck,  but  the 
present  coin  is  fairly  close.  A  gem  Mint  State  example  of  a  semi-key 
date,  one  that  is  seldom  found  so  fine.  PCGS  has  seen  fit  to  grade 
just  four  examples  of  the  date  at  a  finer  level,  and  those  are  probably 
locked  away  in  high  quality  Buffalo  nickel  collections.  We  encourage 
you  to  bid  liberally  on  this  piece,  for  it  certainly  is  very  special  in 
quality. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  4  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Flashy  Gem  Uncirculated  1913-S  54 

Type  II 

Only  One  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


87  1913-S  Buffalo,  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly 

lustrous  with  some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Nicely  struck 
in  all  places  save  for  a  touch  of  weakness  at  LIBERTY  on  the  obverse. 
A  rarity  in  gem  Uncirculated  and  the  key  date  of  all  the  1913  Buffalo 
nickel  issues.  Indeed,  with  a  mintage  of  just  over  1.2  million  pieces, 
this  date  is  a  key  in  the  series  as  well;  only  two  other  dates  of  the  type 
have  lower  mintages.  Regarding  this  date,  author  David  Lange  noted 
“Choice  pieces  are  scarce,  gems  truly  rare.  A  delightful  beauty,  a 
coin  that  is  virtually  unimprovable  where  physical  and  aesthetic  qual¬ 
ity  are  concerned. 

PCGS  Population:  18,  1  finer  (MS-67). 


IQWI.RS  AND  Ml.RENA  GALLERIES 


V) 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Amazing  Gem  Proof  1914  Buffalo  5<£ 

Near  Perfection 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

88  1914  Matte  Proof-68  (ICG).  Bright  silver  gray  on  the  obverse  with  a 

touch  of  yellow  gold  at  the  rim.  The  reverse  is  a  pleasing  amalgam  of 
pale  lilac  and  bright  medium  gold  iridescence.  One  ol  1 ,275  Proofs  of 
the  date  struck.  Essentially  as  well  struck  as  a  Buffalo  nickel  comes, 
and  virtually  mark-free  as  well.  Careful  examination  under  low  mag¬ 
nification  may  drive  you  “batty  if  you’re  looking  for  blemishes; 
you’re  more  apt  to  imagine  a  mark  on  this  coin  than  you  are  to  actu¬ 
ally  find  one!  We  speak  highly  of  this  coin  for  good  reason — it  de¬ 
serves  the  accolades.  The  present  coin  is  almost  certainly  among  the 
finest  known  examples  of  the  date,  and  may  have  serious  claims  to 
finest  known  honors;  it  certainly  gets  a  nod  in  that  direction  from  us. 
But  enough  said.  Raise  that  bidding  paddle  high  and  prepare  yourself 
for  some  good  old-fashioned  auction  excitement  as  this  pristine 
beauty  enters  the  auction  arena! 

A  Second  Gem  Proof  1914  Buffalo 


89  1914  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Delightful  pale  iridescent  rainbow 
bull’s  eye  toning  moves  outward  from  bright  silver  gray  centers.  A  sec¬ 
ond  beautiful  Proof  example  of  the  date,  a  coin  that  holds  up  well 
under  careful  scrutiny  and  is  easily  deserving  of  the  lofty  grade  as¬ 
signed  by  PCGS.  Indeed,  you  can  count  the  Proof  specimens  of  the 
date  that  PCGS  has  graded  finer  on  one  hand!  Don’t  miss  this  one! 

PCGS  Population:  44;  5  finer  (Proof-68). 

90  1914  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  a  nuance  of  pale  golden 
iridescence.  Sharp  and  appealing.  A  coin  that  would  be  a  fine  addi¬ 
tion  to  any  existing  Buffalo  nickel  collection,  and  a  piece  that  would 
serve  just  as  well  as  an  introduction  to  the  world  of  gem  quality  Buf¬ 
falo  nickels. 


Splendid  Gem  1914-D  Buffalo  5<£ 

The  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

91  1914-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Intense  lustre  and  splashes  of  bright  rain¬ 

bow  iridescence  vie  for  dominance  on  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  de¬ 
lightful  gem.  According  to  David  Lange’s  reference,  “Most  1914-D 
nickels  have  indifferent  lustre,  though  nice  examples  can  be  found.’’ 
Here  is  one  of  those  “nice”  examples  for  your  consideration,  a  lus¬ 
trous  gem  of  high  quality  and  impressive  physical  charm.  Somewhat 
lightly  struck  near  the  centers,  but  not  so  light  as  to  be  distracting — 
let’s  say  the  strike  is  90%  or  so  overall.  Essentially  as  fine  as  can  be 
had  for  this  date,  at  least  where  NGC  is  concerned.  This  is  the  only 
specimen  of  the  date  to  attain  a  MS-67  grade  from  that  organization, 
and  no  specimens  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer.  Practically  the 
epitome  of  1914-D  nickels,  and  worthy  of  serious  consideration  as 
such. 

NGC  Census:  1,  none  finer. 


Uncirculated  1914/3-S  Overdate  5<£ 


92  1914/3-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  highlights  on  lilac-gray 

surfaces.  A  touch  of  striking  weakness  is  noted  at  the  bison’s  shoulder, 
not  unusual  for  most  dates  in  the  series!  A  pleasing  Mint  State  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  latest  entry  in  the  U.S.  coinage  overdate  sweepstakes; 
this  date  and  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart  were  only  given  cre¬ 
dence  in  collecting  circles  a  few  short  years  ago.  Upper  crossbar  of 
underlying  3  can  be  detected  when  viewed  under  low  magnification; 
it  is  so  slight  that  it  is  easy  to  see  why  this  rarity  was  overlooked  lor 
some  80  years  before  its  discovery.  One  of  just  10  Mint  State  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  date  certified  by  NGC.  An  attractive  example  of  a  “must 
have”  date  (or  overdate  if  you  will)  for  the  serious  Buffalo  nickel 
completist. 

NGC  Census:  2;  8  finer  (MS-64  finest). 
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Gem  Mint  State  1914-S  Buffalo  5<£ 

I  ied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


1914-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  intense  rainbow 
hues  on  both  sides.  Somewhat  prooflike  in  the  fields,  adding  an  extra 
degree  of  “dazzle”  to  the  mix.  Nicely  struck — not  fully,  but  oh  so 
close.  Regarding  the  strike  of  this  date,  David  Lange  notes  “The 
strike  varies  widely.  Both  mushy  and  well  struck  pieces  are  com¬ 
mon.”  Fortunately,  the  strike  on  the  present  specimen  meets  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  upper  end  of  Lange’s  sharpness  category.  As  for 
grade,  you  can  search  far  and  wide  but  you  won’t  find  a  finer  example 
of  the  date  in  a  PCGS  holder.  Perhaps  you  could  hold  out  until  a 
specimen  is  granted  MS-67  status  by  that  organization,  but  it  may 
prove  to  be  a  long  and  fruitless  wait.  Meanwhile,  the  creme  de  la  creme 
of  the  date  is  offered  here.  With  one  serious  bid  you  can  save  yourself 
what  may  very  well  prove  to  be  a  lifetime  of  waiting! 

PCGS  Population:  16,  none  finer. 


Gem  Proof  1915  Buffalo  Nickel 


Among  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


1915  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  gray  centers  give  way  to 
concentric  circles  of  bright  gold,  orange,  and  violet  iridescence  as  the 
toning  migrates  outward  toward  the  rims.  A  delightfully  impressive 
gem  Proof  example  of  the  date,  one  of  only  1,050  Proofs  produced. 
Of  those,  very  few  examples  can  meet  the  standards  of  the  present 
coin,  and  far  fewer  yet  can  surpass  the  present  coin  where  overall 
beauty  and  quality  is  concerned.  Bidders,  be  fair  warned.  To  view 
this  gem  Proof  Buffalo  nickel  is  to  love  it.  One  glance  at  this  sharp 
and  attractive  coin  and  you’ll  feel  a  distinct  need  to  place  it  in  your 
collection! 

PCGS  Population:  31, 2  finer  (Proof-68). 


1915  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  silver  gray  with  a  whisper 
of  bold  rose  and  gold  iridescence  at  the  rims.  Possessed  of  a  decent 
strike  and  generous  amounts  of  eye  appeal,  and  definitely  worthy  of 
the  gem  appellation. 


Gem  Mint  State  191 5-D  Buffalo  5^ 


96  1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray  with  a  lovely  overlay  of 

golden  toning.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  nearly  fully  struck  in  fact, 
and  choice  as  such.  As  noted  by  David  Lange  “This  is  the  first  date 
from  the  Denver  Mint  in  which  weakness  of  strike  becomes  a  factor. 
I  hough  not  extreme,  it  may  be  evident  in  the  central  obverse  and  the 
bison’s  head,  shoulders,  and  tail.  Well  struck  examples  do  exist  and 
are  worth  the  wait.  For  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  wait  is  over.  Bid 
with  confidence  that  the  present  coin  is  finer  than  typical  for  the  date 
and  your  confidence  will  be  amply  rewarded. 


Impressive  Gem  Mint  State  1915-S  5<£ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


97  1915-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  gem,  sharply  struck  in  all 

features  of  the  design  and  impressive  as  such.  A  whisper  of  faint 
champagne  iridescence  graces  both  sides  of  this  dynamic  gem.  David 
Lange  calls  this  “The  first  date  in  the  series  that  will  be  truly  difficult 
to  locate.”  He  further  notes  that  “Most  seen  are  AG-VG,  with  Fine 
following.  Other  grades  are  scarce,  while  choice  and  gem  examples 
are  genuinely  rare.”  The  date’s  mintage  of  just  over  1.5  million  coins 
gives  it  the  fifth  lowest  mintage  in  the  series  (1913-1938)  which  no 
doubt  accounts  for  its  scarcity  across  the  grading  spectrum.  For  the 
record,  PCGS  has  only  seen  three  examples  of  the  date  that  war¬ 
ranted  a  finer  grade  than  the  present  coin.  Did  you  hear  that?  It 
sounded  like  opportunity  knocking  to  our  trained  ears! 

PCGS  Population:  20;  3  finer  (MS-67). 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1916  Buffalo  5<£ 

Just  600  Pieces  Produced 
Final  Proof  Coinage  Until  1936 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

99  1916  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  impressive  coin,  sharply  struck  and  highly 

lustrous  with  a  hint  of  pale  rose  and  gold  iridescence  that  adds  im¬ 
measurably  to  the  overall  appeal.  Truly  splendid  in  all  respects,  from 
the  obverse  to  the  reverse  and  from  the  high  points  to  the  low  points. 
PCGS  has  not  certified  a  finer  example  of  this  date.  We  could  wax 
poetic  here  for  paragraphs  if  we  so  chose,  but  we  will  cut  it  short  by 
simply  stating  that  you  may  never  see  a  finer  example  of  the  date  in 
one  of  our  catalogues  (or  in  our  fine  competitors’  catalogues  for  that 
matter)  and  are  urged  to  bid  accordingly.  This  is  what  gem  quality  is 
all  about! 

PCGS  Population:  7,  none  finer. 


Exemplary  Gem  Mint  State  1916  Buffalo  5^ 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1916  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  satiny  beauty  with  a  nuance  of  pale 
rose  and  gold  iridescence.  The  strike  is  sharp  and  the  eye  appeal  is 
extraordinary,  making  it  difficult  to  imagine  a  finer  example  of  this 
rare  and  desirable  issue.  For  the  record,  however,  PCGS  has  graded 
five  examples  of  the  date  at  a  finer  designation;  those  must  be  exem¬ 
plary  specimens  indeed  to  surpass  the  present  coin  for  appeal  and 
overall  quality!  Far  and  away  the  rarest  of  all  Matte  Proof  Buffalo 
nickel  issues  (1913-1916),  and  eagerly  sought  as  such.  Don’t  pass  up 
this  opportunity,  for  it  may  be  some  time  before  a  comparable  (or 
finer)  specimen  comes  your  way! 

PCGS  Population:  23:  5  finer  (Proof-68). 
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Lovely  Gem  Uncirculated  1916-D  5<£ 


1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  silver  gray  gem  with  a 
sheen  of  bright  champagne  toning  on  the  reverse.  Possessed  of  a  fairly 
strong  strike  with  perhaps  90%  of  the  bison’s  shoulder  details  present 
and  accounted  for.  A  date  that  is  frequently  available  in  gem  grades, 
but  that  is  often  weak  and  mushy  at  the  centers.  The  present  coin 
answers  the  call  of  gem  quality  combined  with  a  far  finer  than  aver¬ 
age  strike,  which  should  make  for  an  exciting  addition  to  any  gem 
cabinet  of  Buffalo  nickels.  Only  one  of  you  will  add  this  beauty  to 
your  collection,  so  don’t  be  caught  short  when  the  spirited  bidding 
begins. 

Variety  with  misplaced  D  mintmark  that  appears  to  be  embedded  in  the  C  of 
CENTS. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1916-S  5^ 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Soft  but  vivid  lustre  on  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  Essentially  as  sharp  as  any  branch  mint  Buffalo  nickel  is  apt  to 
be,  a  definite  plus  where  the  date  is  concerned.  Indeed,  “Fully  struck 
Mint  State  coins  are  difficult  to  locate,”  according  to  David  Lange’s 
reference  notes  regarding  this  date.  This  specimen  is  well  above  aver¬ 
age  for  the  date  where  strike,  lustre,  and  quality  are  concerned,  and  a 
windfall  for  the  lucky  bidder  as  such. 


Superb  Gem  1917  Buffalo  5<£ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1917  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  in  all  respects.  Sharply  struck, 
highly  lustrous,  and  fully  brilliant  save  for  a  nuance  of  pale  rose  in 
the  recessed  areas.  Here  is  a  coin  that  is  well  above  most  of  its  like- 
dated  brethren  where  sharpness  and  aesthetic  quality  are  concerned. 
In  passing  we  note  that  PCGS  has  only  seen  fit  to  grade  one  example 
of  the  date  at  a  finer  grade  and  we  are  not  sure  that  piece  is  any  better 
than  this  one — such  determination  could  only  be  made  il  the  coins 
were  seen  side  by  side.  Please  have  your  bid  in  play  when  this  delight¬ 
ful  gem  crosses  the  block. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  1  finer  (MS-68). 
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The  Rarities  Sale 


Satiny  Gem  1917-D  5<£ 


103  191 7-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  pale  golden  gem  with 

strong  eye  appeal.  Despite  some  lightness  of  strike,  the  present  speci¬ 
men  can  be  considered  well  struck  for  the  date.  In  his  Buffalo  nickel 
reference,  David  Lange  notes  of  this  date  that  “Nearly  all  examples 
seen  suffer  from  poor  detail  definition.”  The  present  piece  is  far 
above  average,  not  sharp,  but  much  choicer  than  typically  seen — the 
result  of  a  long  search  for  a  truly  high-quality  piece. 


Lustrous  Gem  Uncirculated  1917-S  5<£ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

104  1917-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Strong,  bright  lustre  and  whispers  of  pale 

rose  on  delightful  golden  gray  surfaces.  Yet  another  date  that  is  fre¬ 
quently  found  with  lightly  struck  details.  As  has  been  the  case 
throughout  much  of  the  present  world-class  offering  of  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els,  this  specimen  was  hand  selected  by  a  discriminating  collector  for 
its  near  fullness  of  strike,  a  fact  that  earns  the  present  coin  high  marks 
where  quality  and  desirability  are  concerned.  Yet  another  gem  that 
ought  to  reside  in  your  collection! 


Splendid  Gem  Mint  State  1918  Buffalo 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


105  1918  MS-67  (PCGS).  Intense  lustre  radiates  on  satiny  pale  lilac  sur¬ 

faces.  Nicely  struck  in  all  places;  indeed,  it  is  worthy  of  note  to  men¬ 
tion  that  the  strike  is  nearly  as  full  as  can  be  rendered  by  the  dies  o( 
this  date.  It  is  also  worth  noting  here  that  David  Lange’s  reference  on 
the  series  notes  “The  typical  1918  nickel  is  quite  flat  in  the  central 
obverse,  the  knot  which  secures  the  Indian’s  braid  having  no  detail  at 
all.”  Page  99  of  his  book  displays  an  example  of  the  date  that  he  calls 


“exceptionally  well  struck.”  The  present  coin  is  easily  a  match  for  his 
illustrated  piece  where  strike  is  concerned.  A  truly  delightful  example 
of  a  date  that  is  supposedly  common  in  all  grades  yet  is  decidedly  rare 
in  gem  Mint  State.  PCGS  has  not  certified  an  example  of  the  date  at 
a  finer  level  than  the  present  specimen,  so  the  bidder  is  herein  con¬ 
fronted  with  a  Condition  Census  coin,  and  we  expect  bidding  activity 
will  reflect  this  fact. 

PCGS  Population:  3,  none  finer. 


Some  Notes  About  Black  Diamond 


In  a  curious  numismatic  coincidence,  the  same  bison  that  was 
the  model  for  the  1901  Legal  Tender  $10  note  also  served  as  the 
model  for  James  Earle  Fraser  in  1912  when  he  created  the 
“buffalo”  nickel. 

By  that  time  this  ponderous  quadruped  had  little  time  to  live.  A 
1915  account  noted: 

Black  Diamond,  the  famous  bison  of  the  Central  Park  Zoological 
Garden,  New  York  City,  whose  image  adorns  one  side  of  the  nickel,  will 
be  slain  within  a  few  days,  but  his  massive  head  will  be  preserved  and 
mounted.  The  animal  has  been  the  model  for  many  sculptors  and  painters. 
Despite  his  fame,  there  were  no  bidders  when  he  was  put  up  at  auction,  but 
recently  the  bison  was  sold  to  a  dealer  in  poultry  and  game  for  about  $700. 
Black  Diamond  was  born  19  years  ago  in  the  Zoological  Garden  and 
weighs  something  more  than  a  ton.  He  is  docile  and  considered  a  splendid 
specimen  of  his  kind,  but  has  outlived  his  usefulness. 

Then,  in  December  1915,  The  Numismatist  printed  this,  from 
“magnificence  to  meatballs,”  to  paraphrase  Frank  Rowsome,  Jr.: 

Black  Diamond,  the  aged  buffalo,  whose  likeness  is  printed  on  our  $  1 0 
Legal  Tender  notes  and  is  stamped  on  the  last  issue  of  five-cent  pieces,  was 
put  to  death  in  New  York  on  November  1 7.  He  was  about  20  years  old  and 
the  largest  bison  in  captivity.  He  had  been  an  inmate  of  the  Central  Park 
corral  for  many  years.  Black  Diamond  s  hide,  which  measured  13  by  13 
feet,  will  be  made  into  an  automobile  robe.  The  bison  weighed  1,500 
pounds,  from  which  750  pounds  of  dressed  meat  was  obtained.  The  teeth 
were  in  a  remarkable  state  of  preservation.  The  head,  which  will  be 
mounted,  sold  for  a  considerable  amount  of  money.  The  bison  was  killed 
because  of  old  age.  He  was  sold  in  the  surplus  livestock  auction  last  summer 
and  was  left  at  the  park  subject  to  the  call  of  his  purchaser. 
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The  Rarities  Sale 


Important  1918/7-D  Buffalo  5<£ 

Choice  Uncirculated 


Only  Two  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

106  1918/7-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Strong  underlying  lustre  enlivens  rich 

iridescent  gold  surfaces.  A  delightful  example  of  one  of  the  prized 
rarities  in  all  of  20th-century  coinage.  The  underlying  7  in  the  date  is 
clear  and  sharp,  and  definitely  unmistakable.  Nicely  struck  in  all  ar¬ 
eas  save  for  some  minor  weakness  at  the  knot  on  the  Indian’s  braid 
and  at  the  bison’s  shoulder  on  the  reverse. 

Struck  from  a  very  early  state  of  the  obverse  die,  here  without  the 
diagnostic  die  crack  that  is  seen  on  most  examples  of  this  rarity  (the 
designer’s  initial,  F,  is  misshapen  however,  resembling  a  P  more  than 
an  F;  this  is  another  diagnostic).  A  decidedly  lovely  and  high-grade 
example  of  an  overdate  that  is  both  elusive  and  desirable  in  all  grades, 
circulated  and  Mint  State,  and  that  is  impressively  rare  in  choice  Un¬ 
circulated.  David  Lange  speculated  that  perhaps  just  two  dozen  or  so 
examples  of  this  popular  overdate  are  known  today  in  all  Mint  State 
grades.  While  the  average  collector  may  find  the  present  coin  out  of 
his  or  her  reach,  we  suspect  that  advanced  specialists  will  still  bid  lav¬ 
ishly  for  the  opportunity  to  add  this  rarity  to  their  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  2  finer  (MS-65). 


Lustrous  Gem  1918-D  5(£ 

Among  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

107  1918-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  high  degree  of  intense  lustre  graces  sat¬ 

iny  silver  gray  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly  full 
details — say  95%  or  so — in  all  places,  and  remarkable  as  such.  An¬ 
other  date  that  is  quite  rare  in  gem  Mint  State  despite  a  lofty  mintage 
figure  of  more  than  8.3  million  pieces.  Gem  survivors  of  the  date  are 
more  than  likely  the  result  of  chance  rather  than  intention,  but  either 
way,  today’s  collectors  are  grateful  for  the  few  delightful  gems  that  do 
survive.  The  present  specimen  has  been  surpassed  in  grade  by  only 
one  example  on  the  PCGS  Population  Report,  and  we  suspect  that 
coin  is  long  ensconced  in  a  high-grade  Buffalo  nickel  set.  In  the  case 


of  this  date,  settling  for  “second  best,”  as  offered  herein,  is  as  much  a 
blessing  as  can  be  hoped  for.  Would  that  every  “second  best  in  life 
resembled  the  coin  that  we  proudly  offer  here! 

PCGS  Population:  14;  1  finer  (MS-67). 


Elusive  1918-S  Buffalo  Nickel 

Gem  Mint  State 

Just  One  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

108  1918-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  array  of  deep  rose  and  lilac  toning  shim¬ 

mers  boldly  on  lively,  lustrous  surfaces.  Devoid  of  noticeable  marks 
of  any  size,  as  should  be  expected  for  a  coin  at  the  gem  level.  Some 
weakness  at  the  obverse  center  but  fairly  strong  on  the  reverse,  a  typi¬ 
cal  occurrence  for  this  date.  The  1918-S  is  one  of  those  dates  that 
“never  comes  gem.”  In  fact,  David  Lange  noted  about  the  date  “Mint 
State  coins  are  few,  while  choice  and  gem  pieces  are  rare  and  seldom 
offered.”  PCGS  has  certified  just  one  example  of  the  date  at  a  finer 
grade,  a  sign  that  gems  are  indeed  rare.  Here,  then,  is  a  splendid  op¬ 
portunity  to  obtain  one  of  just  a  very  few  gem  1918-S  Buffalo  nickels 
extant.  The  bidding  will  be  fast  and  furious  for  this  lot,  make  no  mis¬ 
take  about  it,  so  please  prepare  accordingly. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

Obverse  die  crack  from  rim  upward  across  Fraser's  initial  and  19  in  the  date. 


109  1919  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  aesthetically  impressive  gem,  sharply 

struck  and  highly  lustrous,  and  with  a  touch  of  bright  golden  toning 
on  the  reverse. 
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The  Rarities  Sale 


Gem  Uncirculated  1919-D  5<£ 

A  Sharply  Struck  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


110  1919-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright,  even  lustre  enlivens  satiny  irides¬ 

cent  lilac-gray  surfaces.  Nicely  struck,  indeed,  one  of  the  finest  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  extant  where  strike  is  concerned.  If  we  were  to  as¬ 
sign  a  number  for  strike  (and  we  know  there  are  plenty  of  numbers  in 
modern-day  numismatics)  it  would  likely  be  in  the  97%  range! 
David  Lange’s  much-quoted  reference  calls  this  date  “One  of  the 
more  challenging  issues  to  locate  fully  struck  in  the  period  of  gener¬ 
ally  weak  coins  that  extended  from  1917  through  1926.  It  is  one  of 
the  last  holes  filled  by  a  discriminating  collector,  regardless  of 
whether  one  is  collecting  EF-AU  or  gem  Uncirculated.”  If  you  are  a 
discriminating  collector,  please  remember  that  you  are  not  alone  in 
that  category,  and  that  other  specialists  will  be  eager  to  own  this  gem. 
We  suspect  that  strong  bidding  will  be  the  order  of  the  day  when  this 
classic  Buffalo  nickel  crosses  the  auction  block. 


Impressive  Gem  1919-S  Buffalo  5<£ 


Sharply  Struck 


„  .  (photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

111  1919-S  MS-66  (ICG).  Incredible  lustre  glows  on  bright,  somewhat 

reflective  surfaces,  while  halos  of  pale  rainbow  iridescence  encircle 
nearly  brilliant  centers.  A  true  gem  by  any  standards.  Sharply  struck 
from  lightly  clashed  dies.  A  great  rarity  by  virtue  of  its  incredible 
strike — at  least  where  this  date  is  concerned!  The  Indian’s  hair  and 
ribbon  details  are  bold  and  clear,  virtually  as  full  as  can  be  found, 
while  the  bison’s  head,  horn,  and  shoulder  pelt  all  show  virtually  full 
detail.  The  only  weakness  of  note  is  at  the  bison’s  tail,  where  the  outer 
loop  is  not  fully  impressed.  David  Lange  called  this  date  “notorious 
for  being  weakly  struck,  and  further  noted  that  “fully  struck  coins 
are  nearly  unknown.”  Our  present  consignor  had  a  very  good  eye  for 
fully  struck  rarities,  and  now  that  expertise  is  passed  along  to  the  bid¬ 
ders.  Rest  assured  the  present  coin  represents  the  zenith  of  striking 
quality  for  the  date,  and  that  you  are  bidding  on  an  exceptional  coin 
that  will  undoubtedly  be  awarded  a  place  of  honor  in  your  Buffalo 
nickel  collection. 


112 


1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  bright  and  lustrous  gem  of  extraordinary 
aesthetic  appeal.  A  whisper  of  pale  rose  iridescence  adds  greatly  to  the 
overall  appeal.  A  pleasing  example  of  another  date  that  is  plagued  by 
striking  weakness.  Here  the  strike  is  strong,  being  well  above  average 
for  the  date,  but  not  fully  brought  up.  Worth  noting  is  the  fact  that 
PCGS  has  only  certified  two  examples  of  the  date  at  a  higher  grade.  A 
highly  attractive  coin  overall,  and  certainly  worthy  of  your  bidding 
consideration. 

PCGS  Population:  44;  2  finer  (MS-67). 


Impressive  1920-D  Buffalo  5<£ 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

113  1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  on  bright  and 

chiefly  reflective  surfaces.  Some  lightness  of  strike  is  apparent  at  the 
Indian’s  hair  and  at  the  bison’s  head.  While  not  “mushy,  the  details 
there  are  weak,  a  cross  that  this  date  must  bear.  Still,  a  true  gem  and  a 
blazing  beauty  of  the  highest  order,  at  least  where  PCGS  is  con¬ 
cerned;  that  organization  has  not  graded  a  solitary  example  of  the 
date  at  a  finer  level!  Nothing  beats  that  elusive  combination  of  rarity 
and  beauty,  and  this  coin  has  them  both.  An  aesthetically  appealing 
coin  that  would  be  at  home  in  any  Buffalo  nickel  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  34,  none  finer. 


James  F.arle  Fraser, 
designer  of  the  Buffalo 
nickel.  (Photo  courtesy 
of  Coins  Magazine) 
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Gem  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


1 14  1920-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  gray  surfaces  display  a  sheen  ol 

lively  rose  and  gold  iridescence.  Well  above  average  for  the  date  where 
strike  is  concerned,  perhaps  one  of  the  finest  strikes  currently  available 
for  the  date.  All  the  main  design  details  are  present,  although  they  are  a 
bit  light  in  places.  David  Lange  referred  to  this  dates  striking  qualities 
and  rarity  in  his  reference  by  noting  “These  are  almost  always  quite 
weakly  struck  on  the  reverse.  Adequate  strikes  do  turn  up,  however, 
and  are  worth  one’s  patience.  In  Mint  State,  the  1920-S  is  among  the 
scarcest  coins  in  the  series.  Gems  are  very  rare.  Fortunately  for  our 
bidders,  the  present  coin  is  a  gem  with  a  strike  that  is  well  above  aver¬ 
age.  For  good  measure  we  will  note  that  PCGS  has  certified  just  one 
example  of  the  date  at  a  higher  grade.  What  more  can  we  say? 

PCGS  Population:  15;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


115  1921  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  highly  lustrous  with  pale 

champagne  toning  on  both  sides. 


Lovely  Gem  1921-S  Buffalo  5$ 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


116  1921-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  radiates  boldly  on 

satiny  pastel  rainbow  surfaces.  A  decidedly  key  date  in  all  grades, 
with  Uncirculated  specimens  few  and  far  between,  and  with  gems 
such  as  the  present  coin  among  the  rarest  in  the  series.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date,  not  fully  struck,  but  far  above  the  typical  flatness  seen 
for  the  issue.  One  of  just  a  half  dozen  examples  of  the  date  called  MS- 
66  by  PCGS,  with  none  certified  finer.  Our  overall  grade  for  the 
present  coin  is  definitely  “A+,”  and  we  are  certain  that  our  bidders 
will  feel  likewise. 

PCGS  Population:  6,  none  finer. 
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1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem,  highly  lustrous,  sharply 
struck,  and  incredibly  appealing.  Pale  lilac  and  sky  blue  iridescence 
mingles  in  an  enchanting  manner  on  the  satiny  surfaces,  adding  an¬ 
other  dimension  of  beauty  to  an  already  delightful  Buffalo  nickel. 
Only  four  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  by  PCGS,  all 
of  those  called  MS-67.  Don’t  be  misled,  however,  for  in  the  overall 
scheme  of  things,  the  present  coin  is  far  from  inferior  to  those  four 
“better”  pieces! 


Gem  Mint  State  1923-S  3^ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


118  1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  a  nuance  of  pale 
golden  toning.  Another  of  the  dates  that  suffers  greatly  from  striking 
weakness.  The  present  coin  shows  all  of  the  design  details,  though 
some  weakness  is  apparent  on  some  of  the  high  points  of  the  design. 
Overall,  however,  the  present  coin  is  probably  much  better  than  aver¬ 
age  for  striking  quality;  it  certainly  loses  nothing  in  the  visual  appeal 
category.  Only  two  examples  of  the  date  have  received  higher  grades 
from  PCGS,  another  reason  that  you  should  consider  adding  this 
lovely  gem  to  your  collection;  it  may  be  some  time  before  either  of 
those  two  finer  (if  indeed  a  side-by-side  comparison  would  prove 
them  to  be  finer)  coins  appear  in  the  numismatic  marketplace,  and 
you  could  certainly  do  much  worse  than  owning  the  present  piece! 

PCGS  Population:  25;  2  finer  (MS-67). 

119  1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  delightful  lustre  and  pale 
golden  highlights.  A  touch  of  striking  weakness  is  noted. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1924-D  5^ 


120  1924-D  MS-65  (ICG).  Subdued  cartwheel  lustre  radiates  warmly 

beneath  pale  but  colorful  iridescent  rainbow  hues.  The  first  year  of 
the  denomination  from  the  Denver  Mint  presses  since  1920.  Typical 
strike  for  the  date,  with  some  flatness  at  the  bison’s  head  and  shoul¬ 
der.  I  his  is  the  rule  for  the  date,  and  you  may  search  long  and  hard 
and  never  see  a  sharper  strike  than  is  present  here.  The  Lange  refer¬ 
ence  notes  “Fully  struck  pieces  may  be  unknown  for  the  1924-D 
Buffalo  nickel.  Gem  quality  and  a  decent  strike  are  the  best  one  can 
hope  lor  with  this  date,  and  the  present  coin  offers  both! 
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Gem  Mint  State  1924-S  Buffalo  5<£ 

Just  One  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

121  1924-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  surfaces  display  strong  lustre, 

some  prooflike  reflectivity,  and  plenty  of  eye  appeal.  The  strike  is 
typical  for  the  date,  not  sharply  struck  but  not  so  weak  as  to  lose  the 
general  feel  of  the  motifs;  nearly  all  of  the  details  are  present  to  some 
extent.  A  scarce  issue  in  all  grades  and  a  rarity  in  gem  Mint  State,  this 
dates  mintage  of  just  over  1.4  million  coins  is  the  fourth  lowest  in  the 
Buffalo  nickel  series.  PCGS  has  certified  just  one  example  of  the  date 
at  a  finer  level,  making  the  appeal  of  the  present  gem  coin  all  the 
brighter.  A  collector  could  do  far  worse  than  adding  this  attractive 
1924-D  Buffalo  to  his  or  her  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  30;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


Delightful  Gem  Uncirculated  1925  Buffalo  5<£ 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


122  1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous,  satiny  gem  with  delightful  lustre, 

pale  golden  highlights,  and  a  sharp,  complete  strike.  Among  the  fin¬ 
est  graded  by  PCGS,  and  in  our  opinion,  among  the  finest  of  the 
fine!  A  beauty  that  should  readily  fill  your  collecting  needs. 

PCGS  Population:  43,  none  finer. 


Important  Gem  1925-D  5<£ 

.  None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

123  1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  are  aglow  with 

rich  rose,  peach,  and  pale  sky  blue  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date.  For  a  better  overall  understanding  of  this  date,  wc  quote  David 


Lange  at  length:  “In  problem-free,  well  struck  condition  this  is  one  of 
the  most  difficult  dates  in  the  series.  Poor  strikes  are  so  extreme  that 
even  low-grade  coins  are  affected,  these  being  difficult  to  grade  and 
value.  In  grades  VF-AU  it  is  a  very  challenging  coin  to  locate.  Medio¬ 
cre  Mint  State  coins  are  not  rare,  but  truly  choice  and  gem  pieces  are 
very  elusive.”  Fortunately  for  bidders,  we  are  presented  herein  with  a 
coin  that  is  far  above  average  where  strike  and  lustre  are  concerned; 
the  strike  is  not  full  and  sharp  but  the  design  elements  are  all  well 
represented  if  somewhat  weak  in  places.  Another  date  for  which  the 
offered  quality  will  be  difficult  to  improve  upon;  PCGS  has  only  cer¬ 
tified  one  example  at  a  higher  level.  Don’t  miss  this  opportunity! 

PCGS  Population:  45;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1925-S  5<£  Rarity 

Just  One  Deemed  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

124  1925-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  on  satiny  pale  champagne  sur¬ 

faces.  A  nicely  struck  example — say  95%  full — of  a  date  that  is  weak 
and  poorly  struck  in  nearly  all  instances.  Well  above  average  for  lus¬ 
tre,  strike,  and  general  aesthetic  appeal,  and  worthy  of  serious  bidder 
support  as  such.  Only  one  example  of  the  date  has  received  a  finer 
grade  from  PCGS.  Not  having  seen  that  particular  specimen  we  can 
only  speculate  as  to  its  overall  quality,  but  it  must  be  a  superb  gem 
indeed  to  have  surpassed  the  present  1925-S  Buffalo  nickel  on  the 
grading  scale!  If  we  were  interested  in  assembling  a  world-class  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  collection  of  our  own,  we  would  “settle”  for  the  present 
coin,  any  time,  anywhere,  to  fill  the  1925-S  hole  in  our  set.  Take  a 
glance  (or  several  glances — this  coin  holds  up  well  to  careful  scru¬ 
tiny)  and  then  bid  accordingly. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


125  1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  example  of  the  date  with  explo¬ 

sive  lustre,  a  sharp  strike,  and  strong  eye  appeal. 

Gem  Mint  State  1926-D  Buffalo  5<£ 

Nearly  Fully  Struck! 


126  1926-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  for  the  date  (we  thought 

that  might  get  your  attention  right  off  the  bat!).  A  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 
men  with  impressive  rose  and  peach  iridescence  and  a  strike  that 
comes  oh  so  close  to  full  and  sharp.  Regarding  the  strike  (or  lack 
thereof)  of  this  date,  David  Lange  wrote  “The  majority  arc  so  poorly 
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struck  as  to  render  them  undesirable  to  collectors.”  That  may  hold 
true  tor  the  majority  ot  known  specimens,  but  just  wait  until  you 
view  this  one!  Sure,  there  is  a  modicum  ot  weakness  in  places,  but  the 
overall  appearance  is  vastly  superior  to  nearly  all  1926-D  nickels  cur¬ 
rently  available.  We  re  high  on  the  praise  for  this  specimen,  and  with 
good  reason.  Take  a  look  and  we’re  certain  you'll  agree;  this  is  a  special 
1926-D  nickel. 

Superb  Gem  1927  Buffalo  5<£ 


127  1927  MS-67  (ICG).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  gem  with  surfaces  that 

closely  resemble  the  matte  Proot  Butfalo  nickels  of  a  decade  earlier, 
especially  so  on  the  obverse.  Areas  of  lively  peach  and  rose  iridescence 
heighten  the  overall  appeal  of  this  flashy  gem.  Nearly  fully  struck 
with  just  a  touch  of  weakness  on  the  bison’s  shoulder. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1927-D  5<£ 

A  Condition  Rarity 
None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

128  1927-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  warm  gold  and 

rose  tones.  The  surfaces  are  somewhat  reflective,  especially  so  in  the 
fields.  A  nicely  struck  gem  that  comes  tantalizingly  close  to  sharp 
where  the  strike  is  concerned;  just  a  bit  of  weakness  is  apparent  at  the 
bison’s  shoulder.  Many  examples  of  the  date  have  applied  to  PCGS 
for  a  grade  higher  than  MS-65,  but  none  have  made  the  cut.  If  you 
want  the  finest  PCGS-certifled  1927-D  Buffalo  available  for  your 
collection,  then  we  would  advise  you  to  give  serious  consideration  to 
the  present  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  38,  none  finer. 


Superlative  Gem  1927-S  Buffalo  5<£ 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

129  1927-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  prooflike  fields  display  strong 
lustre  and  delightful  golden  iridescence.  Nicely  struck,  with  just  a 
hint  of  weakness  here  and  there;  overall,  a  uniformly  strong  strike  is 
present.  Highly  elusive  in  Mint  State,  and  especially  so  in  gem;  no 
finer  specimens  of  the  date  have  been  graded  by  PCGS.  Indeed,  of 
the  more  than  3.4  million  examples  of  the  date  struck,  just  18  coins 
have  received  the  coveted  MS-65  grade  from  PCGS.  The  demand  for 
gems  of  this  date  outstrips  the  available  population  by  a  long  country 
mile,  and  bidding  activity  for  the  lot  should  prove  that  statement 
true.  A  word  to  the  wise:  timid  bidders  will  quickly  be  left  in  the  dust 
when  this  attractive  condition  rarity  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  18,  none  finer. 

130  1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  a  nice  strike  and 
plenty  of  aesthetic  appeal. 

131  1928-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  flashy  champagne  iri¬ 
descence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Some  weakness  at  the  high  points,  a 
noted  characteristic  of  the  date,  but  still  a  delightful  gem  in  all  re¬ 
spects. 


Gem  Mint  State  1928-S  5^ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


132  1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  satiny  surfaces  and  at¬ 

tractive  rose  highlights.  Nicely  struck — not  fully,  but  very  near  none¬ 
theless.  While  two  score  and  more  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
called  MS-65  by  PCGS,  only  three  examples  have  received  finer 
grades.  Another  opportunity  that  shouldn’t  be  missed. 

PCGS  Population:  41;  3  finer  (MS-66). 
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Lustrous  Gem  1929  Buffalo  54 

None  Certified  Higher  by  PCGS 


133 
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1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  a  dash  of  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  toning.  An  elusive  date  at  the  gem  level  despite  a  hefty  mintage 
of  more  than  36.4  million  coins.  Nicely  struck  as  well,  approaching 
fullness  in  most  areas.  A  nice  gem;  PCGS  has  not  graded  any  other 
example  of  the  date  finer  than  the  present  coin! 

PCGS  Population:  27,  none  finer. 


1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  iridescent  gold  on  highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces.  Typical  strike  for  the  date, 
some  weakness  present  at  the  bison’s  head  and  shoulder,  but  still 
sharper  than  many  examples  seen  by  us.  A  pleasing  gem  for  your  bid¬ 
ding  consideration. 


135  1929-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous  with  bright  golden 
highlights  on  reflective  prooflike  surfaces.  Frequently  available  at  the 
assigned  grade  level,  but  then  the  supply  virtually  dries  up  com¬ 
pletely;  PCGS  has  certified  just  three  examples  of  the  date  at  a  finer 
grade.  A  delightful  coin  overall. 

PCGS  Population:  53;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

136  1930  MS-66  (PCGS).  Intense  lustre  and  strong  eye  appeal  are  the 
order  of  the  day  for  this  lovely  gem.  Pale  sky  blue  toning  increases  the 
overall  aesthetic  appeal. 


137  1930-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  with  outstanding  lustre 

and  a  ton  of  eye  appeal.  Whispers  of  pale  rose  adorn  the  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  central  weakness  is  seen,  as  typical  for  the  date,  but  it 
does  little  (if  anything)  to  decrease  the  desirable  gem  appearance  of 
this  beauty.  Only  one  example  of  the  date  has  been  certified  finer  by 
PCGS,  so  perhaps  a  delightful  MS-66  specimen  such  as  the  present 
coin  is  in  the  cards  for  you. 

PCGS  Population:  54;  1  finer  (MS-67). 


138  1931-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  and  satiny  gem  with  at¬ 

tractive  golden  highlights  and  a  strike  that  comes  close  to  being  full. 
A  popular  low-mintage  date;  its  mintage  of  just  1.2  million  pieces  is 
the  second  lowest  in  the  series.  Fortunately  for  today’s  collectors, 
many  were  saved  at  time  of  issue  and  pleasing  gems  such  as  the 
present  coin  are  routinely  available  for  collecting  needs. 


Outstanding  Gem  1934  Buffalo  54 

None  Graded  Higher  by  PCGS 


139  1934  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  visually  stunning  coin  with  intense  lustre 

and  splashes  of  bright  sky  blue  and  pale  golden  iridescence.  Nicely 
struck  as  well,  a  definite  “plus”  for  the  date.  No  examples  of  the  date 
have  been  awarded  a  finer  grade  by  PCGS,  so  your  search  for  a  qual¬ 
ity  1934  Buffalo  nickel  may  very  well  end  here. 

PCGS  Population:  1 1,  none  finer. 


140  .  1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a  pale  dose  of  cham¬ 
pagne  iridescence  for  good  measure.  Nicely  struck  save  for  some 
weakness  at  the  bison’s  shoulder.  Here  is  a  date  that  is  notorious  for  its 
weakness  of  strike;  the  example  here  is  heads  and  tails  (no  pun  in¬ 
tended)  above  the  typical  example  of  the  date  where  quality  of  strike 
is  concerned. 


Dazzlingly  Lustrous  Gem  1935  Buffalo  54 

None  Graded  Higher  by  PCGS 


141 


1935  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  bright  and  lustrous  coin  with  pale  rose 
highlights,  a  piece  that  dazzles  the  viewer  at  first  glance.  An  out¬ 
standing  gem  that  offers  true  aesthetic  beauty  and  a  strike  that  is  just 
a  hair  away  from  sharp  and  full.  No  finer  1935  Buffalo  nickel  has 
been  graded  by  PCGS.  Worthy  of  a  premium  bid. 

PCGS  Population:  29;  none  finer. 


142  1935-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  boldly  lustrous  with 

rich  golden  toning.  A  true  gem. 
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Impressive  Gem  1935-S  5<£ 

Among  Top  Dozen  Graded  by  PCGS 


143  1935-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  motifs  give  way  to  elec¬ 
tric  rose  and  peach  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  for  a  date  that  typically 
comes  somewhat  weak — not  fully  struck,  but  close  enough  to  elicit 
admiration  from  those  who  know  the  physical  shortcomings  of  this 
date.  A  delightful  gem  with  claims  to  Condition  Census  honors  for  the 
date;  PCGS  has  not  certified  a  1935-S  Buffalo  nickel  finer  than  the 
present  specimen.  Opportunities  abound  here  near  the  end  of  the 
present  offering  of  Buffalo  nickels,  so  don’t  be  lulled  into  thinking 
that  all  the  “goodies”  are  gone — this  and  many  of  the  lots  to  follow 
will  prove  just  the  opposite! 

PCGS  Population:  12,  none  finer. 

144  1936  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  gem  with  attractive  golden 
highlights.  Some  lightness  of  strike  is  present  at  the  centers,  but  the 
details  are  mainly  strong. 


Gem  Satin  Proof  1936  Buffalo  5^ 


Type  I  Style 


145  1936  Type  I.  Satin  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  satiny  beauty  of  the  highest 

aesthetic  order.  Splashes  of  pale  rose  and  gold  iridescence  grace  the 
sharply  represented  design  motifs  and  lightly  frosted  satiny  fields.  A 
lovely  piece  that  readily  defines  gem  quality. 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof  1936  Buffalo  5^ 

Type  II  Style 
Exceptionally  High  Grade 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


146  1936  Type  II.  Brilliant  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Bold  and  reflective  pale 

sky  blue  centers  give  way  to  bright  deep  golden  iridescence  at  the 
rims.  An  outstanding  gem  Proof  with  the  Brilliant  Finish  style  that 
was  produced  later  in  the  year  (interestingly  enough,  while  fewer 
Type  II  or  Brilliant  Proofs  of  the  date  were  produced,  apparently 
larger  numbers  have  survived  for  the  enjoyment  of  todays  collec¬ 


tors).  Only  four  examples  of  this  popular  issue  have  been  called 
Proof-68  by  PCGS,  with  just  one  graded  finer.  The  present  coin  is 
one  of  the  nicest  Brilliant  Proof  Buffalo  nickels  of  the  date  available, 
and  we  expect  that  serious  bidding  competition  will  be  the  order  of 
the  day. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1  finer  (Proof-69). 

147  Trio  of  Buffalo  nickels  certified  by  PCGS:  t?  1936-D  MS-66.  Lus¬ 
trous  golden  rose  'w'  1937-S  MS-66.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 
1938-D  MS-67.  Lustrous  rose  over  both  surfaces  with  a  splash  of 
soft  sea  green  on  the  obverse.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

148  1936-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  attractive  rose  high¬ 
lights  and  a  sharp  and  appealing  strike.  A  delightful  gem  of  the  date, 
one  of  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS;  no  example  of  the  date  has  been 
graded  finer  by  that  organization. 

PCGS  Population:  30,  none  finer. 

Impressive  Proof  1937  Buffalo 


149  1937  Proof-68  (ICG).  An  attractive  gem  Proof  example  of  the  date, 

fully  brilliant  save  for  some  golden  iridescence  on  rhe  high  points. 
One  of  5,769  Proofs  of  the  date  produced  in  this,  the  second  and  fi¬ 
nal  year  of  Proof  Buffalo  nickels  in  the  1930s. 

The  reverse  die  is  aligned  about  160°  or  so  instead  of  the  usual  180°  rotation. 
When  viewed,  the  bison's  head  on  the  present  coin  points  to  about  8:00  instead  of 
the  usual  9:00  position. 

Delightful  Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo 


150  1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  second  splendid  gem  Proof  example  of 
the  date,  this  with  highly  reflective  surfaces  that  show  just  a  whisper 
of  pale  golden  toning.  Sharply  struck,  as  might  be  expected,  and  of 
aesthetically  appealing,  truly  gem  quality. 

151  1937  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  satiny  beauty  with  a  nuance  of  pale  heather 
and  gold  toning.  A  high  degree  of  lustre  and  a  nice  strike  add  to  the 
overall  appeal  and  gem  quality  of  the  present  coin. 
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1 52  1937-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  pale  golden  gem,  sharply  struck 

and  a  delight  to  behold.  PCGS  has  not  certified  an  example  of  the 
date  at  a  finer  grade  than  that  represented  here.  If  you  desire  a  satiny 
gem  with  exquisite  eye  appeal  that  ranks  among  the  finest  known  of 
the  date,  an  opportunity  to  fulfill  that  desire  awaits  you  with  this  lot. 

PCGS  Population:  27,  none  finer. 

Important  Gem  1937-D  3-Legged  Buffalo  5<t 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 
Incredibly  Popular  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

153  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  of  incredible  qual¬ 
ity,  being  frosty,  lustrous,  and  essentially  devoid  of  marks.  A  satiny 
beauty,  a  landmark  example  of  the  issue.  Regarding  the  issue,  it  is  ar¬ 
guably  America’s  most  famous  “error”  coin.  The  date  (along  with 
other  famous  rarities,  including  the  1 943  “copper”  cent  and  the  1 804 
dollar)  was  advertised  extensively  in  the  1950s  and  1960s  on  the  back 
pages  of  comic  books  (yes,  the  current  writer,  FW,  was  a  great  fan  of 
comic  books  way  back  when)  where  nationally  known  dealers  offered 
substantial  “rewards”  for  anyone  who  found  one.  As  a  result,  even 
folks  who  know  nothing  about  numismatics  will  tease  a  collector 
with  tales  of  3-Legged  Buffalo  nickels.  But  back  to  the  present  gem. 
NGC  has  not  certified  one  of  our  3-Legged  friends  at  a  grade  higher 
than  that  offered  herein,  so  don’t  be  shy  at  bidding  time  or  this  little 
bison  will  hobble  away  from  you  and  into  another  deserving  collec¬ 
tion. 

NGC  Census:  12,  none  finer. 

154  1 938-D/D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  bright  and  lustrous  specimen  of  a 
popular  repunched  mintmark  variety,  this  with  delightful  golden 
highlights  on  satiny  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  as  well. 


Popular  1938-D/S  Buffalo  5<£  Variety 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


155  1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  frosty,  lustrous,  and  sharply 

struck  gem  with  a  nuance  of  pale  champagne  toning.  Overmintmark  de¬ 
tails  plain  under  low  magnification.  They  simply  do  not  come  finer  than 
the  present  coin,  at  least  not  in  a  PCGS  holder,  so  please  bid  accordingly. 

PCGS  Population:  18,  none  finer. 

When  this  coin  first  came  to  light  in  1961  it  was  sent  to  Coin  World,  and  that 
worthy  publication  contacted  Dave  Bowers  to  have  it  authenticated,  which  was  done 
in  due  course,  then  publicized.  At  the  outset  no  one  knew  how  rare  it  would  be.  Af¬ 
terward,  many  people  looked  at  their  1938-D  Buffalo  nickels,  and  others  were  dis¬ 
covered.  Today  it  is  considerably  scarcer  than  a  “regular”  1938-D  Buffalo  nickel,  but 
enough  exist  that  just  about  anyone  can  afford  a  piece  at  a  lower  Mint  State  level. 

This  concludes  the  fabulous  Cookson  Collection  of  Liberty  Head  and 
Buffalo  nickel  five-cent pieces  which  we  elected  to  include  as  its  own  section. 

Nickel  five-Cent  pieces 

Now  we  begin  our  offering  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces  from  Shield  to 
Jefferson  designs. 

Gem  1866  Shield  Nickel 

Rays  on  Reverse 


156  1866  Rays.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Sharply  struck, 

worth  emphasizing  as  quite  a  few  Shield  nickels  of  this  date  are  weak 
at  the  center  obverse  (although  certification  services  do  not  pay  at¬ 
tention  to  such  things).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  Shield 
nickel  motif.  Worthy  of  a  strong  bid  from  the  type  collector. 

The  rays  on  the  reverse,  the  motif  in  the  19th  century  known  as  “Stars  and  Bars," 
presented  some  striking  problems,  and  early  in  1867  the  rays  were  dropped. 

The  present  coin  offers  some  fascinating  details  for  the  specialist,  and  we  take  the 
opportunity  to  record  them  here.  To  the  left  and  right  of  the  bottom  of  the  cross  at 
the  top  of  the  shield  are  parallel  arcs  from  the  model  reduction  used  to  make  this 
nickel,  a  feature  we  do  not  recall  seeing  before,  and  one  that  is  fairly  unusual  across 
the  spectrum  of  numismatics.  These  arcs  also  appear  elsewhere  and  are  even  more 
prominent  in  the  “white  spaces”  at  the  bottom  of  the  shield  below.  (We  notice  in  the 
latest  edition  of  Longacre's  Ledger  an  illustration  of  an  Indian  cent  with  similar  die 
arcs,  and  in  our  various  past  catalogues  we  have  described  other  issues  here  and 
there.)  We  might  suggest  that  the  Shield  nickel  specialist  who  already  has  an  example 
ol  the  1866  date  might  wish  to  buy  this  coin  for  the  die  arcs  alone!  Besides,  with  all 
that  has  been  happening  elsewhere  in  the  wide  world  of  financial  investments,  choice 
and  gem  rare  coins  seem  nicer  to  own  than  ever! 

Continuing  regarding  the  die  characteristics,  close  examination  of  the  obverse  re¬ 
veals  a  number  of  minute  cracks,  including  through  the  date  and  to  the  left  of  it,  in 
and  around  the  left  side  of  the  motto,  and  also  at  S  (TRUST),  and  elsewhere.  The 
date  logotype  for  the  1866  was  curiously  made  at  the  Mint,  with  the  final  6  more 
prominent  than  the  first  6,  making  it  appear  larger. 

The  reverse  of  the  coin  is  also  interesting  to  examine,  and  shows  irregular  die 
cracks,  very  delicate,  around  and  through  most  of  the  lettering,  CA  (AMERICA) 
being  the  only  exception.  There  are  some  contact  marks  on  the  5  at  the  center,  but  we 
dare  say  that  many  if  not  most  of  these  were  probably  from  the  original  planchet  from 
which  the  coin  was  struck;  in  any  event  anyone  considering  the  purchase  of  this  coin 
need  not  worry  about  them,  as  they  are  scarcely  noticeable 


The  Rarities  Sale 


The  Birth  of  the  1866  Shield  Nickel 

The  following  is  trom  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics.,  August,  1866: 

t  hough  collectors  have  long  ceased  to  regard  the  true  issues  of  the  “Government 
copper-head  factory,"  better  known,  perhaps,  as  the  United  States  Mint,  as  of  any 
value,  they  may  be  interested  in  the  information  that  the  ugliest  of  all  known  coins, 
the  new  five  cent  piece,  is  out,  as  oysters  are  served  in  some  places  “in  every  style.” 

Though  specimens  are  refused  to  Societies  and  individuals,  they  are  readily 
procured  in  Philadelphia  through  the  agents  of  the  young  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  that  department. 

At  present  the  price  of  a  set  of  four,  struck  in  “putty”  and  various  metals,  with 
copper  gold  dollar  included,  is  $35,  though  the  expected  purchaser  is  informed 
in  every  case,  that  as  the  owner  is  very  anxious  to  sell  (somebody?)  he  will  take 
$30.  Collectors  are  advised  to  wait  a  little,  when  it  is  expected  the  owner’s  anxiety 
will  increase  to  such  an  extent  that  he  will  be  glad  to  take  any  amount,  however 
small,  above  their  legal  value. 

Are  we  to  be  afflicted  with  any  more  of  these  horrible  little  composition 
counters — called  coins  by  courtesy,  whose  ugliness  is  only  equaled  by  their  intrin¬ 
sic  worthlessness;  and  whose  whole  appearance,  both  in  design  and  execution,  is 
so  despicable,  that  even  the  pious  cant  with  which  the  new  Director  has  contrived 
to  have  them  plastered  over,  fails  to  redeem  them  from  utter  contempt? 

There  is  considerable  difficulty  at  the  Mint  in  putting  on  coins  the  motto  “In 
God  we  Trust.”  The  officers  are  afraid  that  everybody  will  read  it  “In  Gold  we 
Trust” — which  is  much  nearer  the  fact. 

More  on  the  New  5^  Piece 

This  is  also  from  th  e  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  the  following  month,  Sep¬ 
tember,  1866: 

After  a  careful  search  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  year,  I  have  at  length 
succeeded,  by  the  help  of  a  friend,  in  obtaining  a  proof  (?)  set  of  the  one,  two, 
three,  and  five  cent  pieces  of  1866;  and  inasmuch  as  the  latter  piece,  particu¬ 
larly,  is  an  “original,”  both  in  design  and  workmanship,  perhaps  a  description  of 
it  may  prove  acceptable. 

I  say  it  is  an  “original,”  because  I  have  seen  nothing  like  it  in  my  collection, 
which  abounds  in  all  sorts;  “bung  downs,”  Chinese  cash,  German  stivers, 
hellers,  and  kreatzers;  therefore,  I  think  I  am  correct  in  the  statement. 

On  the  obverse  of  this  remarkable  coin,  the  first  thing  that  attracts  the  attention,  is 
a  very  elaborate  and  highly  ornamented  gridiron,  the  clumsy  handle  of  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  broken  from  the  body,  thus  rendering  this  culinary  utensil  almost  useless. 
The  upper  pan  and  sides  of  this  gridiron  are  hung  with  leaves  of  some  sort,  strongly 
reminding  one  of  the  savory  bunches  of  herbs  displayed  in  a  market-house  in  au¬ 
tumn,  or  of  a  green  grocer’s  sign  in  huckleberry  time.  Perhaps  the  same  accident  that 
severed  the  handle  of  the  gridiron  also  fractured  the  lower  part,  for  we  notice  that  it 
is  there  skewered  by  two  arrows,  pointing  in  opposite  directions.  The  motto  “In  God 
we  Trust,”  is  very  opportune,  for  the  inventor  of  this  coin  may  rest  assured  that  the 
devil  will  never  forgive  him  for  such  an  abortion. 

The  reverse  of  this  thing  is  less  objectionable,  for  the  inventor  appears  to  have 
almost  exhausted  his  remarkable  skill  on  the  obverse.  However,  he  had  made  a 
“bold  push”  and  brought  forth  something.  Here  we  have  a  circle  of  stars  inter¬ 
sected  by  thirteen  bars  of  three  scratches  each,  (perhaps  he  never  saw  A  Nova 
Constellatio)  around  the  top  of  which  are  the  words  “United  States  of  America,” 
in  very  delicate  letters.  The  make-up  of  this  coin  is  completed  by  the  insertion  in 
the  field,  of  a  big,  loud  5,  with  “cents”  in  the  exergue,  which  must  be  pro¬ 
nounced  in  the  peculiar  oyster  saloon  style,  thus:  “ Five  cents!” 

Mr.  Editor,  did  we  ever  have  another  such  coin? 

Today  in  2002 

Of  course,  today  in  2002  we  all  love  the  1 866  Shield  nickel.  Or,  presumably,  most 
of  us  do. 

The  right  to  express  freely  ones  opinion  on  coin  designs  is  a  time-honored  tradi¬ 
tion,  and  most  commentary  is  reserved  for  boos  or  cheers  for  the  new  state  quarter 
reverses  or  modern  commemoratives. 

1 57  1880  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned,  sharply  struck.  Small 
lint  mark  at  lower  right  of  N  (CENTS)  on  the  reverse. 

The  1 880  is  remarkable  for  its  low  circulation  strike  mintage,  placing  extra  demand 
and  interest  upon  the  Proofs  such  as  this,  the  Proofs  being  fairly  readily  available. 

158  1880  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  Proof  with  light 
golden  toning.  Planchet  lamination  at  C  (CENTS)  on  reverse.  Ever 
popular  as  a  key  date  in  the  Shield  nickel  series. 

1  59  1 889  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  champagne  toning. 

Satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  Some  areas  of  light  striking  on  the  bottom 
most  stars  on  the  obverse.  A  very  handsome  coin  with  a  great  deal  of 
personality,  head  and  shoulders  above  that  usually  seen. 


Vivid  1912-S  Liberty  Nickel 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

160  1912-S  MS-65  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  lightly  toned  in  intense  blue, 

with  gold  and  yellow  around  the  rim,  while  the  reverse  is  an  intense 
mixture  of  magenta,  gold,  and  blue. 

The  1912-S  is  distinguished  as  having  a  very  low  mintage  and  also 
as  being  the  only  San  Francisco  Mint  issue  of  this  design  type. 

Another  Splendid  1913  Type  I  Buffalo  5<£ 

Gem  Matte  Proof 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

161  1913  Buffalo,  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  second  impressive 
Matte  Proof  Buffalo  nickel  from  the  inaugural  year  of  the  series,  the 
first  offered  earlier  as  part  of  the  Cookson  Collection.  The  satiny 
matte  surfaces  glow  with  rich  rose  and  pale  golden  iridescence.  I  he 
strike  is  sharp,  and  the  overall  appeal  is  visually  exhilarating.  It  isn’t 
often  that  we  get  to  offer  two  gem  Matte  Proofs  of  the  date.  If  you 
missed  the  preceding  lot,  rest  assured  you  will  be  equally  pleased  to 
own  the  present  coin,  so  feel  free  to  bid  accordingly. 

PCGS  Population:  27;  1  finer  (Proof-68). 

162  1 913-S  Buffalo,  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  An  interesting  possibility  for  a  type  set,  al¬ 
though  a  bit  more  costly  than  the  significantly  more  plentiful  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  version. 


163  191 7-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 

Fairly  well  struck,  above  average  in  this  regard.  A  thoroughly  satisfy¬ 
ing  coin,  a  desirable  combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and  truly 
outstanding  eye  appeal. 
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Important  1918/7-D  Overdate  Nickel 

Lustrous  and  Attractive 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


164  1918/7-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  which,  in  our  opin¬ 

ion,  is  undergraded  (rare  word!)  at  AU-55,  as  we  have  seen  others 
called  Mint  State  that  are  no  finer.  Light  yellow  toning  with  some 
hints  of  iridescence,  over  lustrous  surfaces.  About  typical  strike  at  the 
centers,  joining  other  examples  of  the  overdate  in  this  regard.  Some 
tiny  planchet  laminations  at  the  third  digit  of  the  date  and  at  the  up¬ 
per  left  of  the  8.  The  overdate  feature  is  very  boldly  defined,  indeed 
needle-sharp,  leaving  nothing  to  the  imagination. 

In  the  Buffalo  nickel  series  the  1918/7-D  has  long  been  sought  and 
is  recognized  as  the  Holy  Grail  among  mintmark  varieties. 


Gem  1918-S  Nickel 


165 


166 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  acttial  size) 


1918-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  blue  and  golden  toning  over  lustrous 
surfaces.  Typical  strike  for  1918-S.  Some  marks  on  the  buffalo’s  left 
leg  may  be  from  the  original  planchet,  not  from  later  contact.  Hand¬ 
some  in  overall  appearance,  this  piece  is  one  ol  the  nicest  we  have  of¬ 
fered  at  auction  in  recent  times. 

On  the  obverse  a  distinctive  die  break  is  seen  from  the  tip  of  the  highest  feather  to 
the  border,  and  at  the  upper  left  of  the  date,  behind  the  neck,  there  is  a  prominent 
clash  mark. 

In  general,  branch  mint  Buffalo  nickels  are  very  difficult  to  find  in  MS-65  grade 
for  issues  prior  to  the  late  1 920s.  There  were  no  albums  available  to  store  these  pieces 
in,  and  the  number  of  numismatists  desiring  mintmarks  was  quite  low.  When  such 
albums  became  wildly  popular  in  the  1930s,  through  the  efforts  ofWayte  Raymond 
in  particular,  the  opportunity  to  acquire  gem  examples  of  issues  such  as  1918-S  was 
largely  a  matter  of  history. 


1928-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Velvety  golden  surfaces  display  strong  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  strike  that  comes  tantalizingly  close  to  sharp! 


167  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  and  lustrous  specimen. 

Dusty  golden  bronze  highlights  characterize  both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse.  Not  uncommon  of  this  issue,  mild  flow  lines  suggesting  die 
fatigue  are  present  in  the  obverse  fields  and  behind  the  buffalo's 
shank.  Overall,  a  fine  selection  from  one  of  the  lowest  mintages  of 
this  type. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo 

Type  I  or  Satin  Finish 
Among  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


168  1936  Type  I.  Satin  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Iridescent  pastel  halos  en¬ 

circle  satiny  steel  gray  centers.  A  delightful  gem  specimen  (perhaps 
even  ultra  gem  is  not  far  off  the  mark  for  the  present  coin)  of  the  first 
Proof  coinage  in  the  denomination  since  1916.  From  a  Proof  mint¬ 
age  for  the  date  of  4,420  pieces,  a  portion  of  which  were  of  the  Satin 
Finish  or  Type  I  style,  as  represented  here,  and  the  other  portion  of 
the  mintage  the  Brilliant  Finish  or  Type  II  style.  The  present  coin  is 
nearly  the  ultimate  example  of  the  issue;  alas,  PCGS  has  certified  one 
example  of  the  date  at  a  higher  grade.  Still,  having  a  gem  Proof-68 
example  of  the  date  in  your  collection  would  be  a  mark  of  great  dis¬ 
tinction,  and  you  can  earn  that  distinction  here  and  now  with  one 
strong  bid! 

PCGS  Population:  19:  1  finer  (Proof-69). 


Delightful  Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo 

Type  II  or  Brilliant  Finish 


169  1936  Type  II.  Brilliant  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  of 

the  issue,  with  just  a  nuance  of  champagne  on  the  high  points.  The 
fields  are  deeply  basined,  especially  so  on  the  obverse,  and  the  design 
motifs  are  sharp  and  crisp;  in  short,  everything  you  have  ever  wanted 
in  a  Brilliant  Finish  Proof  1936  Buffalo  nickel. 
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1939  Doubled  Die  Reverse 


Marvelous  Gem 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

170  1939  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  and 

blue  toning  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
dramatic  double  punched  variety,  with  MONTICELLO  appearing 
twice,  overlapping,  ditto  for  FIVE  CENTS  below  it. 

This  variety  was  widely  sought  in  the  1940s,  and  Malcolm  O.E. 
Chell-Frost,  dealer  in  downtown  Boston,  made  a  specialty  of  them, 
in  time  gathering  quite  a  few  dozen  pieces.  We  had  a  chance  to  review 
this  holding,  and  there  was  not  a  single  choice  Mint  State  piece 
among  them. 

In  recent  decades  some  Mint  State  pieces  have  come  to  light,  but  we 
still  consider  the  variety  to  be  very  rare.  On  the  other  hand,  our 
highly  esteemed  researcher  friend  Bill  Fivaz  considers  it  to  be  less 
rare  than  we  do,  a  position  with  which  we  politely  disagree  (it  is  okay 
to  have  a  different  opinion). 

The  present  piece  is  exceptional,  one  of  the  finest  that  has  ever  come 
under  our  view  and,  in  our  opinion,  is  deserving  of  an  extensive 
“play,"  once  our  Rarities  Sale  takes  place. 

HALF  DIMES 


Impressive  1794  Half  Dime 


171  1794  Logan  McCloskey-4,  Valentine-4.  Rarity-4.  Flowing  Hair. 

EF-40.  A  lovely  example  with  choice  medium  gray  surfaces.  Hints  of 
very  faint  blue  and  iridescent  toning  are  visible  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  with  all  details  fully  defined  except  where  very 
lightly  worn.  The  impression  from  the  dies  was  nicely  centered  with 
full  obverse  and  reverse  borders. 

This  variety  is  the  most  plentiful  of  four  die  marriages  among 
1794-dated  half  dimes,  however,  none  can  be  considered  common. 
This  is  from  the  same  reverse  die  that  was  earlier  used  to  produce  the 
LM-I  and  LM-2  die  marriages  dated  1793!  Thus,  this  1794  half 
dime  was  minted  after  certain  1795-dated  examples.  In  fact,  it  is  vir¬ 
tually  certain  that  all  1 794  half  dimes  were  actually  minted  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  year.  In  fact,  the  first  recorded  delivery  of  half  dimes  from  the 
chief  coiner  of  the  Mint  was  dated  March  30,  1795,  including  7,756 


coins  produced.  It  is  this  figure  that  is  usually  accepted  as  the  mint¬ 
age  for  all  four  varieties  of  1794  coins.  This  may  not  be  the  case, 
however,  as  illustrated  by  this  example  produced  after  some  1795 
coins.  At  least  some  1794  half  dimes  were  delivered  later  in  the  year. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  very  light  die  cracks  and  extensive  clash  marks. 


Lovely  1795  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


172  1795  LM-10,  V-4.  Flowing  Hair.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  and 

attractive  example  of  the  design  type  with  very  light  steel  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  As  with  most  known  examples  of  this  design  type,  some  central 
weakness  is  noted.  Most  other  design  features  are  quite  boldly  de¬ 
fined,  except  as  discussed  below.  A  few  minor  surface  imperfections 
are  noted.  The  obverse  has  light  peripheral  adjustment  marks  weak¬ 
ening  details  at  10:00,  including  stars  4  through  8.  Weakness  is  also 
noted  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  reverse,  below  the  ribbon  bow  and 
exactly  opposite  the  obverse  adjustment  marks.  The  careful  reader 
will  immediately  surmise  that  this  example  was  struck  with  a  rotated 
reverse  die,  otherwise  the  ribbon  bow  at  bottom  of  the  reverse  would 
actually  be  opposite  the  very  top  of  the  obverse,  in  the  normal  180° 
coinage  die  alignment.  A  relatively  common  die  marriage,  this  is  an 
outstanding  choice  for  the  date  or  type  collector. 

This  is  a  late  die  state  example  with  an  obverse  rim  break  over  RTY. 


Mint  State  1796/5  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

173  1796/5  LM-2,  V-2.  Rarity-6.  Overdate.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Above  av¬ 

erage  strike  with  all  design  elements  boldly  defined  except  as  noted. 
Very  heavy  obverse  adjustment  marks  cross  the  bust  of  Liberty  diago¬ 
nally  from  upper  left  to  lower  right,  beginning  above  her  shoulder 
and  extending  upward  to  the  top  of  her  head  and  into  LIBERTY.  The 
lower  portion  of  the  eagle’s  body,  tail,  claws,  rocky  base  and  lower 
wreath  all  exhibit  considerable  weakness  opposite  the  heaviest  ob¬ 
verse  adjustment  marks.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  nearly  full 
prooflike  fields  with  beautiful  magenta  and  light  blue  toning.  This  is 
an  extremely  attractive  example  despite  the  imperfections  described 
above.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  full  borders  although  these  are 
hard  to  view  within  the  PCGS  holder.  A  prominent  overdate  variety 
with  bold  5  visible  within  and  above  the  final  6. 

1  his  is  a  very  rare  variety  with  not  more  than  30  examples  currently 
identified,  based  on  the  rarity  rating  in  the  Logan-McCloskey  half 
dime  reference.  When  we  catalogued  the  Eliasberg  Collection  coin, 
which  was  of  similar  quality  to  this,  we  suggested  that  possibly  40  to 
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50  examples  were  known.  Earlier,  in  1958,  Walter  Breen  recorded 
just  five  or  six  survivors. 

PCGS  Population:  4,  1  finer  (MS-64). 

Perfect  obverse  die.  The  reverse  has  a  bisecting  crack  from  second  T  of  STATES 
through  the  eagle,  eventually  to  tip  of  the  stem  at  right  and  the  border.  This  crack  is 
slightly  heavier  than  that  on  the  Eliasberg  coin. 


Lovely  1796  Normal  Date  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


174  1796  LM-1,  V-la.  Rarity-3.  LIBERTY.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Outstand¬ 

ing  quality  with  extremely  sharp  design  features  and  lovely  toning. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  light  champagne  and  rose  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  with  peripheral  blue  and  iridescent  toning.  A  few  very  minor  sur¬ 
face  marks  are  present,  and  these  are  consistent  with  the  grade  of  this 
example. 

Possibly  as  many  as  200  examples  are  known.  Listed  in  the  half 
dime  book  as  Rarity-3,  we  had  earlier  described  this  as  Rarity-4  in  the 
Eliasberg  sale,  suggesting  at  that  time  approximately  150  examples 
survive.  The  distinction  between  150  and  200  survivors  does  not 
seem  important.  What  is  important  is  that  this  example  is  top-qual¬ 
ity,  and  among  the  most  attractive  examples  of  this  variety  we  have 
seen. 

Perfect  obverse.  The  reverse  has  minor  die  cracks  or  defects. 


Pleasing  1800  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

175  1800  LM-1,  V-l.  Rarity-3.  LIBERTY.  EF-40.  An  attractive  example 

with  brownish  gray  surfaces  and  blushes  of  blue  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Sharply  struck  and  well  centered  with  only  a  few  very  minor  rim 
bruises  and  other  tiny  imperfections.  Highly  desirable  at  this  grade 
level. 

A  few  very  minor  clash  marks  are  present  on  the  obverse.  This  is  a  relatively  early 
die  state  without  evidence  of  the  die  break  sometimes  seen  below  the  date.  Perfect 
reverse  die. 


Important  1803  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

176  1803  LM-2,  V-l.  Rarity-4.  Large  8.  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 

tremely  desirable  example  with  ivory  lustre  and  splashes  of  dark  steel 
toning.  Most  design  elements  are  boldly  defined  with  slight  weakness 
on  Liberty’s  drapery  and  among  the  stars  at  left.  Both  of  these  charac¬ 
teristics  are  typical  of  not  only  this  date,  but  of  the  design  type  in 
general.  A  few  of  the  reverse  stars  and  clouds  are  weak,  these  design 
features  being  opposite  the  bust  of  Liberty  on  the  obverse.  There  sim¬ 
ply  wasn’t  enough  metal  available,  nor  pressure  from  the  coining 
press,  to  fill  the  die  recesses  for  all  of  these  design  elements.  This  ex¬ 
ample  is  among  the  finest  survivors  of  this  variety. 

The  obverse  die  appears  perfect  while  the  reverse  shows  signs  of  considerable  use. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


177  1837  Large  Date.  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Me¬ 

dium  golden  toning  over  frosty,  lustrous,  well  struck  surfaces.  Excel¬ 
lent  definition  of  detail  in  all  areas  including  such  points  as  Miss 
Liberty's  head,  her  drapery  details,  the  dentils  on  obverse  and  reverse, 
and  the  botanical  details  of  the  wreath  on  the  reverse.  A  thoroughly 
handsome  and  desirable  example  of  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  design,  and  one  of  only  two  issues  (the  other  being  1838-0) 
lacking  obverse  stars. 


Marvelous  Gem  1841-0  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

178  1841-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces,  somewhat  matte  in  over¬ 

all  texture,  with  delicate  golden  toning.  An  exceptionally  high-grade 
example  of  this  early  New  Orleans  Mint  half  dime. 

The  obverse  die  is  matte  overall,  probably  from  light  rust  sustained  in  the  mias¬ 
matic  environment  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  this  translating  today  into  a  very  artis 
tic  appearance.  The  reverse  is  somewhat  similar  and,  beyond  that,  is  from  a  shattered 
die.  Cracks  are  observed  at  several  places,  including  extending  inward  at  4:00,  5:00, 
7:00,  9:00,  and  1 1:00.  As  if  this  were  not  enough,  the  figure  of  Miss  1  iberty  was 
clashed  on  the  reverse,  and  above  the  wreath  can  be  seen  the  bottom  of  the  outline  of 
the  base  of  Miss  Liberty. 
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I  ho  coin  is  very  handsome,  very  attractive,  and  exceptionally  high  grade,  with  the 
aforementioned  die  characteristics  lending  additional  interest.  Certainly  the  half 
dime  specialist  will  find  this  to  be  a  very  notable  piece. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

179  1845  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces  with  delicate  toning. 

Excellent  strike  with  superb  definition  of  detail. 

Obverse  date  logotype  punched  very  deeply  into  the  die  and  with  some  evidences 
of  doubling,  possibly  on  the  logotype  itself  (sometimes  called  1845/3,  but  it  is  not  an 
overdate). 


Exceptional  1849/8  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

180  1849/8  Overdate.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  very  pleasing  coin,  truly  ex¬ 

ceptional  in  more  ways  than  one.  First,  the  grade  of  MS-65  is  very 
satisfactory  to  our  eye.  A  few  scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there, 
but  they  are  truly  minimal  and  are  mainly  hidden  in  the  frost.  The 
striking  is  excellent,  the  surfaces  are  lustrous  with  very  light  golden 
toning,  and  the  overall  appearance  is  very  desirable. 

The  overdate  feature  is  boldly  defined,  with  the  lower  right  part  of 
the  earlier  8  obviously  protruding  from  the  lower  right  of  the  final 
digit. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  impressions  are  from  a  very  early  state  of 
the  dies  with,  on  the  obverse  (especially),  diagonal  raised  finish  lines 
still  readily  visible. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

181  1851  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  delightful  specimen 

that  will  please  the  most  demanding  buyer — possessing  as  it  does  a 
satiny  frost  with  delicate  toning,  excellent  striking  detail,  and  memo¬ 
rable  eye  appeal.  All  told,  if  you  are  seeking  an  1851  half  dime,  this  is 
your  coin. 

Under  magnification  the  date  logotype  is  seen  to  be  high  and  piercing  the  bottom 
line  of  the  base  of  Miss  L.ibcrty.  To  the  left  beyond  Miss  Liberty’s  arm  are  some  clash 
marks  from  the  reverse,  while  to  the  right  near  her  elbow  is  the  reversed  and  incused 
letter  f ,  transferred  from  the  same  letter  in  the  word  DIMF.  on  the  reverse. 

1  lipping  the  coin  over,  we  see  matching  clash  marks  on  the  reverse,  including  vir¬ 
tually  a  full  outline  of  the  portrait  features  and,  quite  unusual  for  any  clash  marks, 


part  of  the  1851  date.  We  also  mention  some  interesting  raised  die  finish  lines  be¬ 
yond  D  (UNITED)  and  including  the  first  S  (STATES). 

By  1851,  silver  was  selling  at  a  premium  on  the  markets,  and  pieces  such  as  this 
were  normally  extracted  from  circulation  and  melted.  This  was  particularly  true  of 
the  larger  denominations,  as  less  effort  was  involved  (because  of  this,  mintages  of 
1851  silver  dollars  dwindled  almost  to  the  vanishing  point). 

In  today’s  market  with  so  many  coins  appearing  here  and  there,  and  with  so  many 
claims,  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  truly  special  early  item,  no  matter  what  the  certifica¬ 
tion  may  be.  As  mentioned,  the  present  coin  will  be  very  satisfying  to  the  connois¬ 
seur. 


Splendid  1852-0  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

182  1852-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  with  attractive  light 

gold,  heather,  and  blue  toning  on  the  obverse,  medium  gold  with 
splashes  of  gunmetal-blue  on  the  reverse.  Well  struck  with  excellent 
definition  of  such  details  as  stars,  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  and,  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  the  leaves. 

As  a  general  rule  of  thumb,  coins  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  are 
much  rarer  in  high  Mint  State  levels  than  are  Philadelphia  Mint 
coins  from  the  same  era.  The  hall  dime  specialist  will  want  to  bid  lib¬ 
erally  on  this  one. 


Superb  Mint  State  1853  Half  Dime 

Arrows  at  Date 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


183  1853  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  specimen  with  an  exceptionally 

high  grading  number,  automatically  making  it  attractive  to  a  wide 
circle  of  bidders.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  toned  in  mottled  light 
gold,  magenta,  and  splashes  of  blue.  The  striking  is  excellent. 

Although  the  1 853  half  dime  with  arrows  at  date  is  one  of  the  more 
available  issues  of  this  era,  the  demand  for  it  as  the  first  year  of  issue 
of  the  short-lived  (1853-1855)  type  will  propel  this  item  into  the 
forefront  of  interest  as  it  crosses  the  auction  block. 
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(photo  enlarged  to  tivice  actual  size ) 

184  1862  MS-68  (NGC).Th  is  is  an  absolutely  amazing  gem  example 

with  satiny  silver  lustre  highlighted  by  splashes  of  rose  and  violet  ton¬ 
ing.  All  design  features  are  boldly  defined.  In  fact,  this  is  one  of  the 
sharpest  circulation  strikes  we  have  handled.  The  surfaces  are  pris¬ 
tine.  For  the  connoisseur  who  appreciates  the  finest  quality. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

185  1867  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  with  light  magenta  and 

gold  at  the  centers  giving  way  to  splashes  of  electric  blue  at  the  bor¬ 
ders — a  coin  that  is  a  “must  have”  example  for  the  advanced  connois¬ 
seur  or,  for  that  matter,  lor  anyone  who  appreciates  gorgeous  toning. 
No  doubt  this  is  from  an  old-time  collection,  as  it  does  not  appear  to 
ever  have  been  cleaned  or  dipped.  Perhaps,  absolutely  pristine  is  a  good 
comment  to  add. 


The  First  Philadelphia  Mint. 


DIMES 


Mint  State  1796  J R- 1  Dime 

Believed  the  First  Dime  Variety  Minted 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

186  1796  John  Reich-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Deep  and  attractive 

toning  with  medium  grayish  brown  accented  by  pale  blue  and  light 
rose.  Quite  sharply  struck  with  slight  weakness  only  at  the  central  re¬ 
verse.  A  few  very  minor  surface  marks  are  present.  This  is  an  out¬ 
standing  example  for  the  specialist  or  type  collector.  Portions  of  the 
obverse  are  doubled,  including  the  die  break  at  star  1,  an  interesting 
result  of  the  coining  process.  Although  not  a  major  rarity,  with  a 
number  of  Mint  State  coins  known,  demand  remains  very  high. 

The  obverse  has  a  prominent  die  break  at  star  1,  a  hallmark  of  this  variety.  No  ex¬ 
amples  are  known  without  this  die  break.  Prominent  clash  marks  are  visible  on  both 
sides,  and  several  fine  die  cracks  are  noted  on  the  reverse. 


Important  1796  JR- 3  Dime 

First  Year  of  Issue 


187  1796  JR-3.  Rarity-5.  EF-40.  Medium  gray  and  steel  blue  with  minor 

surface  marks  generally  consistent  with  the  grade.  Lighter  gold  ton¬ 
ing  is  visible  on  the  reverse.  A  small  reverse  edge  cut  is  noted.  T  his  is 
one  of  the  scarcer  1796  dime  varieties.  A  total  of  six  different  die 
marriages  were  produced  for  the  coinage  of  this  year. 

The  reverse  has  a  prominent  die  crack  over  the  first  T  of  STATES. 


S' 


OWERS  AND  Ml. REN  A  GALLERIES 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Choice  Mint  State  1797  Dime 


16  Stars  Obverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

188  1797  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  16  Stars.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gray  with 

frosty  surfaces.  Splashes  of  steel  and  very  light  gold  add  to  the  overall  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  of  this  important  example.  Most  design  elements  are 
sharply  defined  with  very  slight  central  weakness.  Just  two  varieties  are 
known  for  the  year;  the  other  with  1 3  obverse  stars  is  slightly  scarcer. 
Only  a  very  small  number  of  Mint  State  coins  are  known.  PCGS  and 
NGC  combined,  have  only  graded  17  examples  of  the  date  in  MS-60  or 
finer,  with  that  population  being  the  total  for  both  varieties. 

NGC  Census:  4,  4  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Important  1798/7  Overdate  Dime 

16  Reverse  Stars 


189  1798/97  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  16  Stars.  MS-61  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous 

and  brilliant  with  frosty  silver  surfaces  and  splashes  of  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  This  example  is  actually  very  sharply  struck,  however,  consider¬ 
able  die  wear  gives  the  appearance  of  design  weakness  in  areas.  It  is 
our  opinion  that  this  example  is  very  conservatively  graded  by  NGC. 

The  obverse  die  was  originally  produced  for  1797  coinage,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  used  until  1798  when  it  was  overdated,  forming  a  desir¬ 
able  variety  for  modern  day  collectors.  The  reverse  was  first  used  for 
1797  quarter  eagle  coinage,  a  major  rarity  among  early  gold  coinage. 

Prominent  clash  marks  are  visible  on  the  obverse,  with  evidence  of  heavy  die  pol¬ 
ishing  which  removed  much  of  the  lower  hair  details. 


Nearly  Mint  State  1800  Dime 

Reverse  of  1798  Quarter  Eagle 


191  1800  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  The  obverse  has  mostly  bril¬ 

liant  silver  lustre  with  splashes  of  rose,  gold,  and  pale  blue  toning 
along  the  borders.  The  reverse  has  wonderful  rose  and  blue  toning 
over  ivory  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck,  even  including  full  central  de¬ 
tails.  This  is  a  very  scarce  issue  with  very  few  Mint  State  examples 
known.  This  example,  being  so  close  to  Mint  State  condition,  pre¬ 
sents  an  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

The  second  feather  at  left  is  joined  to  the  wing  by  a  heavy  die  crack.  Other  minor 
die  defects  are  visible. 


Rare  Mint  State  1801  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

192  1801  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  with  steel  blue 

fields  and  lighter  ivory  devices.  This  combination  provides  a  very  at¬ 
tractive  cameo  appearance.  The  surfaces  are  of  exceptional  quality  for 
the  grade.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  a  few  very  trivial  surface 
marks,  while  the  obverse  has  some  raised  rust  marks  and  die  chips. 
Two  die  varieties  are  known  for  the  1801  dime  coinage,  with  this  va¬ 
riety  much  rarer  than  the  other. 

An  important  rarity  in  Mint  State  with  few  such  survivors  known 
today.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  only  graded  this  single  example  in  Mint 
State  while  NGC  has  also  graded  just  one  such  example,  an  MS-65! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Rust  marks  and  die  chips  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  has  fine  die  cracks  and  rust 
marks  near  the  branch. 


Pleasing  1798  Small  8  Dime 


190  1798  JR-3.  Rarity-5.  Small  8.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Deep  steel  and  blue 

toning  with  lighter  amber  through  the  stars  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse 
is  similar  with  rose  and  iridescent  highlights.  Very  choice  surfaces  for 
the  grade.  Phis  is  an  attractive  example  for  the  specialist.  Although  not 
a  major  rarity,  this  is  a  scarce  variety  and  a  very  late  die  state. 

The  obverse  has  prominent  die  cracks  from  stars  3  and  4  to  the  hair  ribbon,  from 
star  5  to  back  of  liberty's  head,  and  from  her  forehead  to  star  9.  The  entire  area  be¬ 
tween  the  cracks  in  the  left  obverse  field  appears  to  be  very  slightly  raised,  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  a  retained  cud  that  may  have  eventually  resulted  in  massive  die  failure. 
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Prooflike  1802JR-4  Dime! 

Reverse  of  1802  and  1804  Quarter  Eagles 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

193  1802  JR-4.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  amazing  example  has 

fully  prooflike  obverse  and  reverse  fields  with  lustrous  silver  devices. 
An  attractive  cameo  example  with  exceptional  eye  appeal.  The  fields 
have  a  few  light  surface  marks  and  trivial  scratches.  The  obverse  is 
quite  well  struck  with  sharp  central  and  peripheral  details  and  full 
borders.  7  he  reverse  exhibits  considerable  central  weakness,  however, 
is  boldly  defined  elsewhere,  also  with  full  border  details.  In  1982,  the 
authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime  book.  Early  United  States  Dimes, 
noted  that  this  was  the  only  variety  among  four  die  marriages  that 
exists  in  full  Mint  State  condition,  and  that  “not  more  than  three 
specimens  exist  in  MS-60  or  better  grade.”  PCGS  and  NGC  com¬ 
bined,  have  only  certified  six  examples,  all  graded  either  MS-61  or 
MS-62. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

An  earlier  die  state  with  a  small  lump  in  the  left  obverse  field. 

The  date  logotype  on  this  dime  variety  appears  to  be  identical  to  that  used  for  the 
1802  quarter  eagle.  Interestingly,  the  quarter  eagle  has  often  been  called  an  1802/1 
overdate  in  past  literature,  while  we  do  not  recall  any  instances  of  the  dime  being 
called  an  overdate.  The  lower  right  serif  of  this  digit  is  connected  to  the  diagonal  by 
a  short  die  line  while  the  upper  left  curve  is  connected  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  di¬ 
agonal  by  a  second  die  line.  It  is  these  features  that  led  some  to  call  the  quarter  eagle 
an  overdate.  It  is  our  opinion  that  these  merely  represent  slight  defects  to  the  date 
punch  and  in  no  manner  suggest  that  this  is  an  1802/1  overdate. 


Lovely  1803  JR- 3  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

194  1803  JR-3.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  At  the  recent  ANA  Conven¬ 

tion  in  New  York,  I  had  a  nice  conversation  with  our  consignor  who 
expressed  his  opinion  that  this  issue  was  much  more  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  than  either  of  the  two  adjacent  years,  usually  considered  to  be 
much  rarer  dates.  Frosty  light  gray  and  pale  gold  lustre  is  accented  by 
wisps  of  blue  and  iridescent  toning.  Although  “only”  graded  AU-58, 
this  lovely  dime  has  as  much  eye  appeal  as  any  early  dime  in  the 
present  offering.  Five  different  die  varieties  are  known  for  the  dimes 
of  1  803.  Of  these,  only  the  JR-3  variety  is  known  in  or  close  to  Mint 
State.  The  present  example  is  near  the  top  of  its  class.  PCGS  has 
never  graded  a  full  Mint  State  example  of  this  date  and  NGC  has 


graded  just  one,  an  MS-63  example. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

The  obverse  has  an  arcing  die  crack  from  star  4  through  Liberty  to  03  of  the  date. 
Other  minor  cracks  are  noted.  The  reverse  has  clash  marks  only. 

Very  Rare  1804  Dime 

13  Stars  on  Reverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

195  1804  JR-1.  Rarity-5.  13  Stars.  EF-45  (PCGS).Th  is  is  a  very  rare  is¬ 

sue  that  is  seldom  encountered  in  any  grade  and  is  unknown  in  Mint 
State.  Natural  light  gray  with  hints  of  lilac  toning.  Despite  a  few 
•  trivial  surface  marks,  this  is  a  choice  example.  This  is  the  more  plenti¬ 
ful  of  two  die  marriages  for  dimes  of  this  year,  however,  it  still  re¬ 
mains  at  the  Rarity-5  level. 

Among  dimes,  those  with  the  13  Star  reverse  are  more  plentiful 
than  their  14  Star  counterparts.  Quarter  eagles,  using  the  same  re¬ 
verse  dies,  are  major  rarities  with  the  13  Star  reverse  and  more  avail¬ 
able  with  the  14  Star  reverse.  We  estimate  only  about  100  dimes  of 
this  date  survive  today,  approximately  65  of  those  with  13  Star  re¬ 
verse  and  35  with  14  Star  reverse. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3  finer  (AU-53  finest). 

Both  dies  have  just  very  light  cracks  and  other  minor  defects. 

Mint  State  1803  JR-1  Dime 


Five  Berries  Reverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

196  1805  JR-1.  Rarity-3+.  5  Berries.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned 

with  slightly  reflective  fields  and  full  satin  lustre.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  golden  brown  with  splashes  of  blue  and  iridescent  toning. 
Somewhat  weak  at  the  centers  of  obverse  and  reverse,  especially  on 
the  upper  hair  details  and  right  side  ol  the  shield.  These  Five  Berries 
coins  are  slightly  scarcer  than  the  others  with  Four  Berries.  The 
present  sale  provides  specialist  collectors  the  opportunity  to  bid  on 
three  different  Mint  State  1805  dimes,  a  highly  unusual  scenario. 

PCGS  Population:  1:1  finer  (MS-63). 

A  note  about  population  figures:  When  PCGS  first  started  certifying  coins  and 
keeping  population  records,  they  did  not  distinguish  between  mam  varieties  that 
now  receive  a  separate  designation.  In  the  case  of  this  Five  Berries  dime,  the  popula¬ 
tion  only  indicates  four  examples  certified  in  all  grades.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Four 
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Berries  reverse  variety  shows  a  population  ol  213  coins  in  all  grades.  The  majority  of 
those  213  coins  were  certified  prior  to  the  distinction  between  varieties,  and  when 
the  Five  Berries  reverse  variety  was  added  to  the  population  charts,  all  previous  1805 
dimes  certified,  regardless  ot  variety,  were  counted  as  Four  Berries  coins.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  current  population  reports  suggest  that  the  Five  Berries  coins  are  impor¬ 
tant  rarities,  which  is  not  the  case. 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1805  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

197  1805  JR-2.  Four  Berries.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  silver  ex¬ 

ample  with  outstanding  soft,  frosty  lustre  and  hints  of  champagne 
toning  on  the  reverse.  Minute  adjustment  marks  are  visible  on  the 
hair  strands  of  Miss  Liberty  with  more  prominent  adjustment  marks 
on  the  reverse.  All  design  elements  are  very  sharp,  even  opposite  these 
adjustment  marks.  A  few  very  faint  hairlines  keep  this  from  gem 
quality.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  full  border  details. 

Although  the  dimes  of  this  year  are  much  more  common  than  the 
preceding  few  years,  high  quality  examples  are  still  seldom  encoun¬ 
tered.  This  Four  Berries  variety  is  slightly  more  common  than  the 
Five  Berries  variety.  In  Mint  State  preservation,  only  about  15  to  20 
examples  of  this  variety  survive. 

The  obverse  has  a  crack  through  ERTY.  Patches  of  die  rust  are  visible  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Clash  marks  are  present  on  both  sides. 

Choice  Mint  State  1805  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

198  1805  JR-2.  4  Berries.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  and 

very  nearly  gem  quality.  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  silver  lustre  and 
iridescent  peripheral  toning.  All  details  are  extremely  sharp  including 
complete  borders  on  both  sides. 

The  dimes  of  1 805  are  generally  catalogued  as  Four  or  Five  Berries  va¬ 
rieties.  The  authors  of  the  dime  book,  however,  felt  that  a  more  impor¬ 
tant  difference  in  these  two  reverse  dies  was  the  lettering  style  and  layout 
of  stars.  “Reverse  dies  are  described  in  catalogs  and  pricing  guides  as  four 
and  five  berry  varieties.  Of  greater  importance  is  the  use  of  old  style 
(1796-1800)  lettering  with  narrow  As  and  small  stars  arranged  in  a  di¬ 
agonal  pattern  on  the  four  berry  Reverse  B  of  Variety  2.  This  compares  to 
the  five  berry  Reverse  A  of  Variety  1,  which  has  wide  As  and  large  stars 
with  the  more  standard  6-5- 1  - 1  arrangement  of  the  stars  in  curved  rows." 

The  obverse  is  cracked  through  the  tops  of  ERTY.  Very  light  clash  marks  are  vis¬ 
ible  on  both  sides. 


Choice  Mint  State  1807  Dime 

Reverse  of  1805,  1806,  and  1807  Quarter  Eagles 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

199  1807  JR- 1 .  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  dark  gray  surfaces 

and  lovely  rose  and  bright  blue  toning,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Al¬ 
though  some  peripheral  weakness  is  noted  through  many  stars  and  at 
tops  of  letters  on  the  reverse,  this  is  quite  sharply  struck  with  strong 
central  definition.  This  is  much  more  attractive  than  most  examples 
of  this  date.  This  is  the  only  die  variety  of  this  date.  Mint  reports  list 
a  total  dime  production  of  165,000  coins  in  1807,  although  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  these  were  probably  dated  1805. 

The  reverse  die  was  first  used  to  produce  every  quarter  eagle  dated 
1805,  1806,  and  1807,  and  finally  was  placed  into  service  for  the 
production  of  these  dimes.  Total  production  of  1807-dated  dimes  is 
estimated  at  1 15,000  to  125,000  coins.  Along  with  the  mintage  of 
quarter  eagles,  this  reverse  was  used  to  produce  approximately 
125,000  to  135,000  coins,  a  large  quantity  for  a  single  die. 

Heavy  clash  marks  are  visible  in  the  obverse  fields.  The  reverse  shows  minor  evi¬ 
dence  of  die  wear. 


200  1807  JR-1.  EF-45.  A  pleasing  example  for  the  date  or  type  collector. 

Sharp  central  details  with  some  peripheral  weakness  as  usual.  The 
surfaces  have  attractive  grayish  brown  with  splashes  of  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Traces  of  lustre  remain  visible. 

Mint  State  1809  JR-1  Dime 


201  1809  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  The  first  Capped  Bust  dime 

issue  prepared  by  John  Reich  after  issuing  half  dollars  and  half  eagles 
in  1807  and  quarter  eagles  in  1808.  Just  this  single  die  variety  is 
known  for  these  dimes.  This  example  has  fully  lustrous  silver  surfaces 
with  a  hint  of  peripheral  gold  toning.  Central  obverse  and  reverse  de¬ 
sign  elements  are  sharply  defined  with  some  peripheral  weakness. 
I  his  issue  is  especially  elusive  in  Mint  State  with  the  present  example 
representing  an  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  6  finer  (MS-66  finest). 
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Choice  Mint  State  1809  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

202  1809  JR- 1 .  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delightful  toning  with 

mostly  lilac  and  light  gold,  accented  by  blue  and  iridescent  toning 
inside  the  borders.  The  surfaces  have  satiny  lustre  beneath  the  toning. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  extremely  sharp  central  design  features 
with  peripheral  weakness.  Two  different  1809  dimes  in  the  present 
sale  have  weak  obverse  details  along  the  left  border,  typical  of  nearly 
every  example  known. 


Choice  Mint  State  1821  Dime 

Small  Date  Obverse 


205  1821  JR-8.  Small  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deep  steel  gray  and  irides¬ 

cent  toning  with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  Both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  have  satiny  lustre  and  very  sharp  design  details.  The  stars  at  leh 
obverse  and  the  eagle’s  claws  are  the  only  points  of  weakness.  Al¬ 
though  a  common  die  marriage,  very  few  full  Mint  State  examples 
have  survived.  This  is  an  extremely  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist. 

Perfect  dies  without  cracks  or  clash  marks.  Minor  bulges  are  visible  at  left  obverse. 

Prooflike  1822  Dime 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


Mint  State  1811/9  Dime 


203  1811/9  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  Overdate.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  sharply 

struck  with  complete  satiny  lustre  and  deep  toning.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  have  dark  ivory  surfaces  with  iridescent  highlights.  The  bor¬ 
ders  are  poorly  defined  due  to  the  late  die  state  o!  this  example.  Very 
few  examples  of  this  issue  survive  in  Mint  State.  This  overdate  is  the 
only  known  die  marriage  for  dimes  bearing  the  1811  date.  The  au¬ 
thors  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  advise  newer  collectors  to  wait  un¬ 
til  just  the  right  example  comes  along.  Perhaps  this  example  is  right 
for  you. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  9  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Late  die  state  with  extensive  die  cracks,  especially  on  the  reverse,  along  with  clash 
marks  and  die  bulges. 


Choice  Mint  State  1814  Dime 

Large  Date  Obverse 


204 


1814  JR-4.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  lovely  dime  has  lus¬ 
trous  ivory  obverse  with  rose  and  golden  brown  toning.  The  reverse  is 
brighter  silver  with  hints  of  very  light  champagne.  Stars  along  the 
right  obverse  border  are  weak,  as  are  the  upper  hair  curls  and  the 
eagle’s  claws  on  the  reverse.  Five  varieties  are  known  lor  the  coinage 
of  1814,  mostly  common  and  all  known  in  Mint  State. 

The  obverse  appears  perfect  while  the  reverse  die  is  shattered. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

206  1822  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example  with  fully 

prooflike  fields  and  bright  silver  surfaces.  Just  a  trace  of  very  light 
gold  toning  is  evident.  Although  a  few  trivial  surface  marks  are  re¬ 
flected  in  the  fields,  this  is  very  conservatively  graded  in  our  opinion. 

This  is  an  extremely  important  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  to 
acquire  an  example  of  this  scarce  issue.  The  reported  mintage  of 
100,000  coins  produced  in  1822  probably  includes  examples  dated 
1821.  Approximately  300  examples  survive,  and  nearly  all  of  these 
are  very  well  circulated  with  coins  in  Good  or  Very  Good  grade  being 
typical  of  those  on  the  market.  The  authors  of  Early  United  States 
Dimes  estimated  that  only  a  little  over  40  examples  survive  grading 
Fine  or  better!  PCGS  has  only  graded  26  examples  with  14  of  those 
in  grades  below  EF-40. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Perfect  dies. 


Choice  Mint  State  1823/2  Dime 


207  1823/2  JR-3.  Large  Es.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  satin  ivory  surfaces  and  splashes  of  blue  and  iridescent  toning. 
Although  a  few  stars  are  weakly  defined,  the  borders  are  bold  and  the 
devices  are  sharply  detailed.  A  wonderful  example  of  this  overdate  is¬ 
sue.  The  1823/2  overdate  dime  coinage  includes  examples  of  three 
different  die  marriages,  from  two  distinctly  different  obverse  dies. 
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both  with  the  1823/2  overdate.  This  is  an  elusive  issue  in  Mint  State, 
as  the  PCGS  population  data  below  suggests.  With  the  importance 
of  the  two  adjacent  years,  this  issue  is  often  overlooked,  however, 
early  dime  specialists  will  immediately  recognize  the  opportunity 
presented  here. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1  finer  (MS-65). 


Rare  Mint  State  1824/2  Dime 

A  Non-Existent  Issue 


208  1824/2  JR-1.  Overdate.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Weakly  impressed  on  the 

highest  design  points.  This  lovely  example  has  deep  blue,  rose,  and 
sea  green  toning  intermingled  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  has  pink¬ 
ish  rose  at  the  center  with  peripheral  blue  and  lilac.  The  surfaces  have 
satiny  lustre  beneath  the  toning.  An  important  rarity  in  Mint  State 
and  truly  scarce  in  all  grades. 

According  to  Mint  records,  there  were  no  dimes  struck  or  delivered 
in  1 824,  thus  our  suggestion  that  this  is  a  “nonexistent”  issue.  Actu¬ 
ally,  all  1824/2  dimes  were  produced  in  1825,  with  a  delivery  of 
100,000  coins  on  August  22  of  that  year  the  likely  source.  Two  die 
varieties  are  known  with  the  second  variety  discovered  in  1982. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-65). 

Perfect  obverse.  The  reverse  is  cracked  from  a  leaf  to  the  top  of  UNIT.  Another 
crack  joins  the  bottoms  of  ITED  STA. 


Important  1825  JR-5  Dime 

Choice  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

209  1825  JR-5.  Rarity-5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lightly 

toned  with  exceptional  eye  appeal.  The  surfaces  have  ivory  lustre 
with  light  gold  toning.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  very  sharply  de¬ 
fined.  A  pristine  example  and  very  nearly  gem  quality.  This  is  the  rar¬ 
est  of  five  known  die  varieties  dated  1825  and  is  extremely  difficult 
to  locate  in  high  grades.  The  advanced  specialist  will  be  extremely 
interested  in  this  very  important  opportunity. 

A  very  faint  die  crack  from  a  dentil  left  of  U  reaches  almost  to  the  eagle’s  wing. 


Choice  Mint  State  1827  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

210  1827  JR-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike  obverse  with  frosty  and 

lustrous  reverse.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  nearly  full  brilliance 
with  wisps  of  very  light  gold  toning.  A  few  trivial  surface  marks  are 
evident  on  the  obverse.  At  first  glance,  this  obverse  has  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  Proof,  however,  close  examination  reveals  the  true  prooflike 
status.  This  is  especially  evident  in  the  form  of  mint  frost  in  front  ol 
Liberty’s  profile.  This  example  is  among  the  finest  known  for  the  va¬ 
riety. 

A  short  crack  extends  from  the  border  to  top  of  cap  with  several  dentils  above  Miss 
Liberty  merged  together.  The  reverse  has  light  clash  marks. 


Superb  Gem  1827  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


21 1  1827  JR-4.  MS-66  (NGC).  Reflective  fields  exhibit  mottled  toning 

of  blue,  rose,  and  gold  over  silver  gray  surfaces,  more  variegated  on 
the  reverse  than  obverse.  Good  visual  appeal,  with  the  reflectivity 
adding  much  to  the  overall  aesthetic  impression.  Above  average  strike 
for  the  issue  despite  some  softness  in  some  stars.  Some  minor  han¬ 
dling  ticks  are  noted,  mostly  limited  to  the  periphery.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  the  issue  for  an  advanced  collector. 

Choice  Mint  State  1827  Dime 


212  1827  JR-6.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  highly  attractive 

with  deep  steel  blue  and  ivory  lustre.  The  fields  are  reflective  and  al¬ 
most  prooflike  in  nature.  7  his  is  not  a  rare  variety,  however,  it  is  sel¬ 
dom  found  in  choice  or  gem  condition.  The  present  example  is  al¬ 
most  certainly  among  the  finest  half  dozen  examples  of  this  die  mar¬ 
riage  known. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1828  Small  Date  Dime 

Fully  Prooflike 


216  1832  JR-5.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with  bright  silvery 

surfaces  and  slightly  reflective  fields.  A  relatively  common  variety, 
however,  seldom  seen  in  high  grade.  In  fact,  the  authors  of  the  dime 
book  noted  that  no  examples  were  known  to  them  in  Mint  State. 
Now,  20  years  later  much  has  changed,  however.  Mint  State  examples 
remain  extremely  rare.  In  the  last  dime  census  published  in  the  JRCS 
Journal ,  only  one  Mint  State  example  was  recorded,  an  MS-60  from 
the  collection  of  the  late  Russell  J.  Logan. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

213  1828  JR-1.  Small  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  silver 

obverse  and  reverse.  The  fields  are  fully  prooflike  on  both  sides  with 
bright,  lustrous  devices.  This  is  very  similar  to  the  Proof  example  in 
the  Eliasberg  Collection,  except  this  example  has  clash  marks  not 
present  on  the  Eliasberg  coin.  We  believe  that  this  was  struck  soon 
after  the  few  Proofs  were  made,  thus  minted  from  dies  retaining  their 
polished  surfaces. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

Light  clash  marks  are  visible  on  both  sides.  The  reverse  has  a  short  crack  from  the 
base  of  E  in  UNITED  to  the  upper  left  corner  of  the  scroll.  This  crack  was  present 
on  the  Eliasberg  Proof. 


Mint  State  1828  Large  Date  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

214  1828  JR-2.  Rarity-3.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  sharply 

struck  at  all  points  with  the  single  exception  of  the  eagle’s  head  which 
is  quite  poorly  defined.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  highly  lustrous 
frosty  white  surfaces  with  splashes  of  iridescent  peripheral  toning. 
Very  few  surface  marks  or  abrasions  are  evident,  those  that  are  present 
are  mostly  confined  to  the  obverse.  Although  not  the  finest  example 
known,  this  specimen  certainly  ranks  high  in  the  Condition  Census. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1  (MS-66). 

Minor  die  cracks  and  clash  marks  are  present  on  both  sides. 


Choice  Mint  State  1829  Dime 


215  1 829  JR-3.  Rarity-4.  Medium  10c.  MS-64  (PCGS).  T  his  is  a  lovely 

example  with  deep  gold  and  dark  sea  green  toning,  along  with  hints 
of  lilac  on  the  reverse.  Satiny  lustre  is  hidden  beneath  this  toning. 
'This  is  a  very  scarce  variety  with  the  present  example  ranking  among 
the  very  finest  known. 


Important  1833  JR- 9  Dime 

“Unknown”  in  Mint  State 


217  1833  JR-9.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  this  variety  with 

frosty  white  lustre  and  a  trace  of  attractive  champagne  toning. 
Sharply  struck  with  exceptional  surfaces  for  the  grade.  This  examples 
certainly  ranks  as  one  of  the  very  finest  known  for  the  variety.  Al¬ 
though  the  authors  of  the  dime  book  had  not  reported  any  examples 
greater  than  AU-55,  the  Garrett  and  Eliasberg  coins  both  were  de¬ 
scribed  as  MS-65  in  a  later  JRCS  dime  census.  This  example  is  not 
from  either  of  those  collections  and  represents  a  third  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample.  The  most  recent  JRCS  census,  published  in  1996,  did  not  in¬ 
clude  the  Garrett  or  Eliasberg  coins,  and  recorded  no  examples  above 
AU-55. 

Choice  Uncirculated  1838  Dime 

Small  Stars  Variety 


218  1838  Small  Stars.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  frosty  golden  delight  with 

strong  lustre,  satiny  surfaces,  and  an  especially  sharp  strike.  A  coin 
that  easily  merits  a  gem  classification  save  for  some  faint  reverse  hair¬ 
lines;  perhaps  this  beauty  was  brushed  decades  ago.  Aside  from  those 
hairlines  there  are  no  other  marks  of  note.  The  stars  used  on  this  ob¬ 
verse  die  were  probably  from  the  hall  dime  punch,  used  here  by  acci¬ 
dent  and  thus  inadvertently  creating  a  scarce  variety  for  collectors  of 
our  era.  Diagnostic  reverse  doubling  at  D  in  DIME,  and  the  wreath 
and  branch  elements  below  (see  note  below).  A  lovely  coin  for  a  type 
set  or  an  advanced  Liberty  Seated  dime  cabinet. 

Obverse  with  faint  crack  uniting  most  of  the  stars  and  the  date,  as  virtually  always 
seen.  From  the  earliest  state  of  the  reverse  die  that  the  present  writer  (FW)  has  ever 
encountered.  A  portion  of  the  reverse  peripheral  legend,  most  specifically  UNIT  ED 
STATES,  was  first  punched  into  the  die  to  the  viewer’s  left,  then  mostly  effaced  and 
repunched  into  the  present  position.  Remnants  of  all  the  letters  in  those  two  words 
are  plainly  visible  (no  traces  of  repunching  can  be  seen  at  OF  AMERICA).  This 
repunching  evidently  fades  from  the  die  quickly,  as  countless  examples  of  the  variety, 
in  all  grades  from  Good  to  gem  Uncirculated,  have  been  seen  and  handled  by  the 
present  writer,  but  this  is  the  first  time  that  the  repunching  (which  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  diagnostic  die  doubling  noted  at  the  wreath  and  D  in  DIME)  was  bold 
enough  to  be  detected  with  an  8X  glass. 
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219  1858  Proot-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof  with  delicate  golden  toning 

over  mirror  surfaces.  A  few  lint  marks  can  be  seen  under  examination. 

The  number  of  Proof  1858  dimes  struck  is  not  known,  but  correspondence  from 
that  era  indicates  that  there  may  have  been  310  silver  sets,  with  the  possibility  that 
there  may  have  been  additional  pieces  ot  certain  favorite  denominations.  Today, 
1858  is  generally  used  as  the  jumping-off  spot  for  a  collection  of  Proof  Liberty 
Seated  coins,  as  this  is  the  first  year  that  such  became  widely  popular  with  collectors. 
From  the  mintage  of  310  Proof  dimes,  if  indeed  this  figure  is  correct,  probably  no 
more  than  100  or  so  survive  today.  The  appearance  of  an  example  at  an  auction  is 
always  a  cause  for  comment. 


220  1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Light  golden  toning 

around  the  centers.  A  thoroughly  delightful  specimen  at  the  MS-64 
level,  in  fact,  a  piece  that  is  fully  as  fine  as  many  we  have  seen  at 
higher  grades.  A  “high  end  example  to  our  way  of  thinking. 


Vivid  1882  Liberty  Seated  Dime 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1895  Barber  10C 

The  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


224  1895  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  field 

display  a  nuance  of  pale  golden  iridescence.  Sharp  and  attractive,  ant 
the  finest  certified  example  of  the  date  yet  graded  by  PCGS.  Defi 
nitely  a  coin  for  an  advanced  Barber  dime  specialist  or  type  coin  en 
thusiast. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


225  1897  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  field 

show  a  whisper  of  pale  rose.  A  Condition  Census  coin,  a  gem  carnet 
Proof  in  all  regards.  PCGS  has  certified  just  two  examples  of  the  dat 
at  a  higher  level;  the  present  coin  is  about  as  fine  as  can  be  obtainet 
in  today’s  numismatic  marketplace. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2  finer  (Proof-67  CAM). 


221  1882  MS-67  (NGC).  Vividly  toned  in  bright  blue  and  heather  hues, 

somewhat  mottled,  interspersed  with  some  brown.  Not  rare  as  a  date, 
but  not  easy  to  find  with  toning  such  as  this. 


Gem  Proof  1886  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


222  1886  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  satiny  beauty  easily  worthy  of  the  gem 

designation,  and  just  as  easily  recognized  as  one  of  the  finest  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  in  existence.  Pale  champagne  on  the  obverse,  fully 
brilliant  on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  with  strong  cameo  con¬ 
trast  on  both  sides  (though  not  designated  “Cameo”  on  the  holder), 
and  with  the  sort  of  eye  appeal  you  would  expect  from  a  coin  that  has 
few  peers  and  no  betters!. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 


223  1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Mottled  medium  magenta  toning  over  lus¬ 

trous  silvery  surfaces.  A  nice  example  of  this  San  Francisco  Mint 
dime  from  near  the  tail  end  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 

The  mintmark  S,  deeply  punched  into  the  die,  is  filled  at  the  top. 


226  1 902  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  splashes  of  mottled  gray  tonin; 

on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  has  light  blue  and  gold  toning  with  som 
gray  mottling.  Relatively  low  Proof  mintage. 


Gem  Mint  State  1906-D  10C 


227  1906-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  surfaces.  A  few  hint 

of  golden  toning.  Very  well  struck.  Highly  important  as  the  first  yea 
of  Denver  Mint  coinage. 

On  the  reverse  the  D  mintmark  leans  to  the  left. 


228  1908-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  and  attractively  mottled  golden 
magenta,  and  blue  toning  over  silvery  surfaces.  Deeply  and  sharpl; 
struck.  A  very  nice  example  of  a  silver  issue  produced  the  year  befor 
the  New  Orleans  Mint  closed  its  doors. 

229  1913-S  MS-63.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces,  lustrous  and  satiny.  Th 
1913-S  is  remarkable  for  its  rarity,  and  for  a  long  time  examples  hav 
been  hard  to  find  in  any  and  every  level  of  preservation.  Of  course 
Mint  State  pieces  are  the  most  desired  of  all. 
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Memorable  Gem  1927-D  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  tivice  actual  size) 


230  1927-D  MS-66  FB  (ICG).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Sharply 

struck  on  the  bands  on  the  reverse.  A  very  attractive  coin  with  pleas¬ 
ing  obverse  and  reverse.  A  few  contact  marks  are  seen  on  the  fasces  on 
the  reverse  and  are  not  unusual  for  the  grading  interpretation. 


Marvelous  1942/1  Overdate  Mercury  Dime 

MS-66,  Full  Bands 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

231  1942/1  FS-010.7.  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  with 

a  whisper  of  gold  toning.  Sharply  struck  and  very  beautiful.  A  mar¬ 
velous  specimen,  one  of  the  very  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled. 

The  story  of  the  1942/1  dime  is  quite  interesting  and  we  take  the  time  to  repeat 
parts  of  it  here.  The  variety  was  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1942,  using  a  die 
that  was  made  by  taking  an  already  finished  1941  die  and  overpunching  it  with  a 
1942  die.  At  that  time,  as  had  been  the  case  for  decades,  the  date  was  part  of  the 
working  die  (rather  than  as  a  separate  logotype  punch).  The  result  was  that  the  1942 
date  prominently  exhibited  the  earlier  1  under  it.  Such  pieces  were  put  into  circula¬ 
tion  without  fanfare,  and  probably  were  not  even  noticed  at  the  Mint. 

In  March  1943,  Arnold  Kohn  of  Kingston,  New  York,  reported  this  piece  in  the 
Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine.  Kohn  then  sent  his  coin  to  Lee  W.  Hewitt,  pub¬ 
lisher,  who  stated  in  the  April  Scrapbook  that  he  would  soon  photograph  the  variety 
and  say  more  about  it.  The  full  article  on  the  subject  appeared  in  the  May  issue. 

Word  spread  like  wildfire,  and  immediately  many  people  began  searching  their 
pocket  change.  In  New  York  City,  several  people  who  operated  booths  to  sell  subway 


tokens  struck  a  bonanza  and  found  multiple  examples,  indicating  that  most  had 
been  distributed  in  or  near  that  city.  Max  L.  Kaplan,  Herbert  Tobias,  and  Morris 
Moscow  were  all  thus  employed,  and  were  so  enchanted  with  the  situation  that  their 
careers  were  forever  changed.  Tobias  and  Kaplan  became  two  very  prominent  profes¬ 
sional  numismatists,  each  achieving  their  own  distinction  in  the  field.  Moscow  was 
less  well  known,  but  made  the  press  a  few  years  ago  when  part  of  his  holdings  came 
to  light  and  was  sold  to  Littleton  Coin  Company. 

Word  continued  to  spread  about  this  marvelous  overdate,  and  in  1 944  in  Johnson's 
Auction  Prices,  there  were  several  citations.  Wayte  Raymond  first  listed  this  in  the 
Standard  Catalogue  in  1945,  and  in  the  same  year  it  was  first  listed  in  the  Handbook 
ofU.S.  Coins  (R.S.  Yeoman). 

In  August  1946  in  The  Numismatist,  Director  of  the  Mint  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross  ex¬ 
plained  her  reason  for  overdating  20th-century  dies,  but  the  comments  were  not 
numismatically  correct. 

Later,  a  1942/1-D  overdate  was  discovered.  The  latter  seems  to  have  been  given 
prominent  notice  first  by  Frank  G.  Spadone  in  the  second  edition  of  his  1963  Major 
Variety  and  Oddity  Guide,  later  achieving  mention  in  the  popular  “Collectors  Clear¬ 
inghouse”  column  in  Coin  World,  August  30,  1963,  where  its  authenticity  was  ques¬ 
tioned.  However,  this  study  was  largely  forgotten  and,  Coin  World,  August  10,  1966, 
presented  a  full  study  of  the  1942/1-D  with  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  true 
overdate,  and  noted  that  James  Greenich  was  the  first  to  write  to  Coin  World  about 
this  piece.  Bringing  it  all  together,  Frank  S.  Robinson’s  two-part  article  in  the  August 
and  September  1 970  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  was  widely  read  and  served  as 
a  springboard  for  the  popularity  of  the  issue.  It  was  not  until  1972  that  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  recognized  the  variety. 

Returning  to  the  1942/1  Philadelphia  Mint  dime,  as  offered  here,  in  The  Numis¬ 
matist,  September  1947,  Stuart  Mosher,  editor,  stated  the  following,  repeating  some 
of  what  was  already  known: 

“While  the  1942/1941  dime  is  not  rare  at  this  time,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  in  Un¬ 
circulated  condition.  As  far  as  we  know  all  the  pieces  in  the  hands  of  collectors  were 
found  in  circulation.  When  they  were  first  discovered,  an  alert  collector  employed  by 
the  New  York  Independent  Subway  System  was  able  to  locate  over  1,000  of  them. 
The  same  collector  reports  that  they  are  rarely  found  in  circulation  today,  and  when 
they  are  they  are  very  worn.” 

We  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  the  “alert  collector”  was  Morris  Moscow. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1942/1  Dime 

The  John  Jay  Pittman  Coin 

232  1942/1  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  cartwheel  lustre  displayed  on 

lively  opalescent  surfaces.  Rich  golden  crescents  adorn  the  rims  of 
this  delightful  gem. 

Some  aspects  of  the  history  of  this  important  variety  are  given  above.  How  incred¬ 
ible  it  is  to  offer  another  superb  Uncirculated  example  in  the  same  sale.  The  present 
coin  has  the  advantage  of  a  pedigree  to  the  John  Pittman  Collection. 

One  way  or  another,  if  a  superb  1 942/1  dime  is  on  your  want  list,  you  should  ob¬ 
tain  this  piece  or  the  one  before  it! 

PCGS  Population:  16;  5  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  David  Akers  Numismatics ,  Inc.  's  sale  of  the  John  Jay  Pittman 
Collection,  October  1997,  Lot  766. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 
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Twenty-Cent  pieces _ Quarter  dollars 


Mint  State  1875-CC  20<£ 


233  1875-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat  prooflike.  About 

a  typical  strike  for  the  issue,  with  some  flatness  of  detail  in  areas  par¬ 
ticularly  at  the  center  of  the  eagle  on  the  reverse  and  the  top  of  the 
wing  at  the  upper  left.  Such  notations  may  or  may  not  be  moot,  as 
the  vast  majority  of  buyers  today  buy  the  “number”  not  the  “coin.” 
And,  within  the  numerical  designation  of  MS-63,  this  fits  the  bill 
exactly.  The  specialist  may  wish  to  spend  more  time  looking  for  a 
sharp  piece — they  do  exist,  but  are  not  easy  to  find. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  dies  seem  to  have  been  used  at  an  early 
state  when  making  these  pieces,  as  significant  parallel  die  striations 
are  seen — die  finish  lines  that  quickly  wore  off  once  the  dies  had  pro¬ 
duced  thousands  of  impressions. 

Date  logotype  slightly  closer  to  the  base  of  Miss  Liberty  than  to  the  dentils.  Re¬ 
verse  with  CC  mintmark  punched  in  with  separate  letters,  the  left  C  being  spaced 
from  the  right  by  the  tip  of  the  arrow  feather. 


234  1878  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Despite  the  lower  numeric  grade,  this  is  a 

gorgeous  example  with  brilliant  central  obverse  and  reverse.  Both 
sides  have  iridescent  toning  along  the  borders.  A  few  hairlines  and 
other  very  light  imperfections  are  the  basis  of  the  technical  grade  as¬ 
signed.  This  is  a  highly  desirable  Proof-only  issue,  the  last  of  this 
short-lived  denomination. 


Prooflike  1796  Quarter  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

235  1796  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  o 

our  first  quarter  dollar  coinage  with  fully  prooflike  fields,  extremeE 
sharp  design  elements,  and  brilliant  silver  surfaces.  Only  the  head  o 
the  eagle  is  weakly  defined,  typical  of  nearly  every  known  example 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  trivial  surface  marks  and  hairlines 
These  are  of  little  consequence  when  the  overall  appearance  of  thi 
specimen  is  considered.  Although  quite  a  number  of  Mint  State  ex 
amples  are  known,  few  can  match  this  example  for  quality.  Waite 
Breen  noted  that  these  Mint  State  survivors  with  prooflike  field 
were  from  the  Col.  E.H.R.  Green  hoard. 

A  number  of  Mint  State  examples  are  known,  perhaps  as  many  a 
two  or  three  dozen.  Abe  Kosoff  reported  personally  seeing  largi 
quantities  of  Mint  State  1796  quarter  dollars  from  the  Colone 
E.H.R.  Green  holdings.  It  has  been  stated  that  Col.  Green  has  20( 
Mint  State  examples  of  this  issue.  Today,  we  find  this  to  be  quiti 
doubtful  and  suggest  that  many  of  those  coins  may  have  been  just  El 
or  AU  grade. 

The  recorded  mintage  for  this  coinage  was  6,146  coins  deliverer 
on  four  different  dates  in  1796  and  1797.  This  mintage  includet 
coins  of  both  known  die  varieties.  Researcher  Robert  Hilt  believer 
that  examples  of  the  Browning- 1  variety  were  actually  coined  in  1 8(E 
while  the  entire  1796  mintage  consisted  of  these  Browning- 2  coins 
As  Walter  Breen  pointed  out,  this  conclusion  was  not  supported  It 
Hilt’s  statistics. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1796  Quarter  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


t236  1796  B-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  with  russet  and 

golden  brown  over  slightly  prooflike  surfaces.  An  attractive  example 
that  is  very  nicely  centered  on  the  planchet.  There  is  no  evidence  of 
adjustment  marks  or  other  serious  imperfections.  Just  a  few  tiny  sur¬ 
face  marks  are  noted.  Typical  strike  for  the  issue  with  sharp  obverse 
features  and  well  defined  peripheral  reverse  details.  The  eagles  claws 
are  weak  and  the  head  is  almost  flat  without  definition. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  9  finer  (finest  MS-67). 

Perfect  obverse  die. 


Desirable  1796  Quarter  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

237  1796  B-2.  Rarity-3.  Net  F-15  (ANACS);  sharpness  of  VF-20,  tooled 

and  cleaned.  Deep  gray  surfaces  lighten  toward  the  center  of  obverse 
and  reverse.  Surface  marks  and  minor  hairlines  suggest  this  has  been 
cleaned.  Evidence  of  very  light  tooling,  perhaps  to  remove  scratches 
or  other  defects,  are  visible  on  both  sides. 


AmericanNumismatic 

A  S  S  O  C  I  A  T  ION 


Begin  Planning  now 


for  your  consignment  to  the  most  prestigious  auction  sale  of  the  year! 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  proud  to  announce  its  selection 
as  the  official  auctioneer  of  the  2003  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Call  Rick  Bagg  or  John  Pack  today  at  800-438-4646  to  learn  more 
about  how  you  can  include  your  rare  coins  and  paper  money  in  this 
important  event. 
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Exceptional  1804  Quarter  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

238  1804  B-l.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  extremely  attractive  ex¬ 

ample  has  nearly  complete  lustre  with  delightful  gold  toning.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  very  well  centered  with  sharp  design  features. 
A  few  very  trivial  surface  marks  are  visible.  This  is  the  first  year  of  the 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  for  this  denomination  and  a  short  lived  design 
type,  issued  only  through  1807.  Perhaps  half  a  dozen  full  Mint  State 
examples  exist  with  this  being  one  of  the  finest  AU  examples  known. 
We  have  no  doubt  that  this  coin  is  among  the  top  10  examples  known 
for  this  coinage  date. 

Quarter  dollars  of  this  year  were  minted  to  the  extent  of  just  6,738 
coins,  with  the  possibility  of  a  small  additional  quantity  minted  in 
1805.  The  emphasis  of  the  Mint’s  production  was  copper  and  gold 
with  half  cents  being  extremely  common  and  half  eagles  also  quite 
common.  A  smaller  number  of  quarter  eagles  and  eagles  were  pro¬ 
duced  in  1 804,  along  with  limited  numbers  of  large  cents.  Among 
silver  coins,  dimes  are  extremely  important  rarities  and  quarters  are 
quite  scarce. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  7  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Light  clash  marks  are  evident  on  each  side  with  very  faint  die  cracks  on  the  reverse. 


Mint  State  1806  Quarter  Dollar 


239  1806  B-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces  with  ivory  lu: 

tre  and  pale  blue  peripheral  toning.  Although  weak  at  the  center  t 
obverse  and  reverse,  the  peripheral  details  are  very  strong.  This 
considered  one  of  the  common  varieties  of  the  year,  however,  is  se 
dom  encountered  in  full  Mint  State  preservation.  In  fact,  this  is  or 
of  only  two  or  three  such  coins  currently  identified.  A  similar  qualit 
example  was  sold  by  us  as  part  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection. 

Very  faint  obverse  clash  marks. 


Mint  State  1807  Quarter  Dollar 


240 


1807  B-l.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  light  ivor 
surfaces  and  attractive  iridescent  toning.  Nearly  all  details  are  sharp! 
defined  with  very  slight  weakness  at  center  of  the  obverse.  A  fe1 
trivial  surface  marks  are  noted.  Not  a  rarity  in  Mint  State,  howeve 
highly  desirable  for  date  and  type  collectors. 

Heavy  reverse  clash  marks. 


Choice  Mint  State  1825/3  Quarter  Dollar 


241  1825/3  B-2.  5  Over  3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  full 

brilliant  lustre.  An  extremely  attractive  example  and  among  the  to 
coins  known  for  the  variety.  Only  seven  examples  have  received  fine 
grades  from  PCGS.  The  exact  status  of  this  overdate  is  not  specif 
cally  known.  Although  catalogued  as  1825  over  3  in  most  reference: 
evidence  of  a  previous  4  (possibly)  suggests  to  some  that  this  is  a 
1 825/4/3  overdate.  For  a  complete  discussion  of  this  and  other  182 
overdate  varieties,  see  our  catalogue  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  Apr 
1997,  Lots  1388  through  1399.  Included  were  close  up  photos  of  a 
three  overdate  varieties  along  with  detailed  notes. 

I  he  PCGS  holder  identifies  this  as  “1825/4/3.” 
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242  1825/3  B-2.  5  Over  3.  Overdate.  AU-50  (NGC).  Mostly  lustrous 
with  pale  gold  and  steel  toning  over  light  gray  surfaces.  The  reverse  is 
lighter  in  appearance.  Slightly  reflective  with  traces  of  lustre  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  Typical  strike  with  weakness  on  the  higher  design  points. 

243  1839  AU-53  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  pale  gray  surfaces  high¬ 
lighted  by  attractive  iridescent  toning.  Very  minor  hairlines  and  other 
minute  blemishes  are  consistent  with  the  grade. 

A  faint  die  crack  horizontally  bisects  the  reverse  die. 

244  1842-0  Large  Date.  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  gold  and 
iridescent  toning  over  satiny  surfaces.  Virtually  complete  lustre.  An 
elusive  issue  in  higher  grades. 

Choice  1844  Quarter  Dollar 


:45  1844  MS-64  (NGC).  This  choice  example  is  fully  lustrous  with  sat¬ 

iny  surfaces  and  splashes  of  golden  brown  over  ivory.  A  few  trivial 
surface  marks  are  noted. 


Gem  1849  Quarter  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

,46  1849  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  lustrous  surfaces  with  delicate  ton¬ 

ing.  Needle-sharp  strike  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Some  contact  marks 
in  the  fields,  particularly  on  the  obverse,  and  some  adjustment  marks 
on  the  right  leg  of  Miss  Liberty,  all  of  which  have  been  taken  into 


consideration  by  the  graders  of  this  coin  (sometimes  we  think  we 
should  simplify  matters  by  just  giving  a  number  and  saying  nothing 
else,  but  we  have  also  found  that  people  who  know  more,  bid  more, 
and  are  more  confident  with  their  purchases). 

Under  magnification  a  tiny  die  crack  is  seen  on  the  obverse.  The  date  logotype  is 
positioned  high  and  close  to  the  base  of  Miss  Liberty.  On  the  reverse  some  interest¬ 
ing  die  cracks  are  seen  from  about  4:00,  intermittently  clockwise  among  the  letters  to 
about  9:00.  Within  the  shield  the  left  most  vertical  pair  of  stripes  is  incomplete  at  the 
top,  at  which  location  there  is  a  circular  area,  somewhat  reminiscent  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  $10  pieces  of  this  era,  and  probably  related  in  the  die  making  process,  al¬ 
though  through  what  methodology  we  do  not  know — we  suspect  it  probably  in¬ 
volves  a  centering  device. 

247  1852  MS-62  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example  with  satiny  lustre  be¬ 

neath  lovely  gold  toning.  Very  sharply  struck.  Although  not  consid¬ 
ered  a  rare  date,  this  issue  is  hard  to  locate  in  any  Mint  State  grade. 

Choice  Mint  State  1853  Quarter  Dollar 


Arrows  and  Rays 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


248  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  A  few  marks  here  and  there  are  consistent  for 
the  grade  and  are  mostly  hidden  in  the  details  of  the  drapery  of  Miss 
Liberty.  The  striking  is  excellent,  and  the  overall  appearance  is  above 
average. 

The  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  with  arrows  at  date  and  rays  on 
the  reverse  was  produced  only  in  the  year  1853.  As  such,  this  piece 
will  see  wide  demand  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set.  Although  on  an  ab¬ 
solute  basis  the  1853  is  not  a  rarity,  the  demand  is  such  that  this  will 
see  spirited  bidding  attention. 

Under  magnification  some  interesting  die  characteristics  arc  seen.  On  the  obverse 
there  are  cracks  through  the  date  and  to  the  left  and  right,  and  incuse  clash  marks 
from  the  rays  on  the  reverse.  On  the  reverse  the  outline  of  Miss  Liberty  can  be  dis¬ 
cerned  among  the  complicated  array  of  rays. 

249  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (NGC).  Deep  golden  brown  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning  over  satiny  lustre.  An  attractive  example  for  the  type 
collector.  This  is  a  single  year  design  type. 
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250 


1856-0  MS-63  (NGC).  A  satiny  example  with  light  gray  lustre  and 
wisps  of  champagne  toning.  Very  sharply  struck  and  with  exceptional 
aesthetic  appeal. 


251  1857-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  some  prooflike 

reflectivity.  Early  branch  mint  Liberty  Seated  quarters  in  Mint  State 
never  lose  their  popularity  or  appeal. 


Gem  Proof  1872  Quarter  Dollar 


256  1872  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  gem  Proof  example  with  mottled  irides¬ 

cent  toning  over  brilliant  mirrored  fields.  An  outstanding  example 
with  pristine  surfaces.  This  example  will  capture  the  attention  of  date 
collectors  who  realize  the  rarity  of  circulation  strikes. 

A  small  die  cut  or  break  is  noted  across  the  left  border  of  the  shield  on  the  reverse 


Superb  Proof  1860  Quarter  Dollar 


252  1860  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstanding  gem  with  fully  mir¬ 
rored  fields  and  very  light  cameo  contrast.  The  obverse  has  deep  blue 
and  sea  green  toning  while  the  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant.  Produced 
from  the  new  obverse  and  reverse  hubs  first  introduced  in  1859.  Al¬ 
though  1,000  Proofs  were  minted,  it  is  believed  that  just  542  were 
actually  distributed. 

253  1860-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  Mint  State  and  extremely  important 
thus.  Sharply  struck  with  deep  steel  blue  and  iridescent  toning.  The 
fields  are  reflective  with  nearly  complete  satin  lustre. 


254  1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  magenta  and  gunmetal-blue  toning, 

somewhat  mottled,  over  satiny  lustrous  surfaces. 

Brilliant  Proof  1865  Quarter 


255  1865  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  champagne 

toning.  Especially  deep  mirrorlike  fields.  Frosty  “cameo”  portrait  of 
Miss  Liberty  (as  always  for  1 865,  but  only  recently  given  the  designa¬ 
tion  by  grading  services).  A  handsome  example  of  this  scarce  Civil 
War  date.  Not  often  seen  so  fine. 


257  1 873  No  Arrows,  Close  3.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Very  faint  lilac  surfaces 
with  wisps  of  peripheral  gold  toning.  Minor  hairlines  and  surface 
marks  are  consistent  with  the  grade. 

258  1877  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Some  scattered  contact 
marks  in  the  field.  Earlier  called  MS-65,  and  we  certainly  invite  the 
buyer  to  call  it  that  now  if  he  or  she  wishes.  Quite  appealing  overall. 

On  the  reverse  are  delicate  die  cracks  connecting  the  letters  around  the  periphery. 


259  1888-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lovely  deep  gold  and  rose  toning  is  displayed 

over  soft,  frosty  lustre.  This  is  an  extremely  attractive  example.  This  is¬ 
sue  is  generally  found  in  lower  grades,  usually  well  circulated. 


Gem  Proof  1890  Quarter  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


260  1890  Proof-67  DCAM  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Ehe  reverse 

has  delicate  champagne  toning.  About  as  nice  as  we  have  ever  seen 
Ideal  for  a  date  set  or  type  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  3,  none  finer. 
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261  1891  Prool-64  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  specimen  with  light  golden 

toning  at  the  centers,  with  a  few  hints  of  magenta,  giving  way  to  elec¬ 
tric  blue  at  the  borders.  Erom  the  standpoint  of  eye  appeal,  this  coin 
handily  eclipses  some  we  have  seen  in  higher  grades.  A  thoroughly 
beautiful,  thoroughly  desirable  specimen  which  is  worthy  of  a  strong 
bid.  Take  our  word  for  it. 

Gem  1894-S  Quarter 


262  1894-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Surfaces  toned  magenta  at  the  center 

change  to  electric  gold  and  gunmetal-blue  at  the  borders.  Extremely 
well  struck  in  all  areas,  including  the  diagnostic  lower  right  of  the 
eagle  and  the  claw  holding  the  arrows. 

When  this  die  was  made  the  employee  involved  didn't  quite  know  where  to  put  the 
S  mintmark,  as  it  wouldn’t  really  fit  properly  under  the  eagles  tail,  so  he  moved  it  all 
the  way  over  to  near  the  arrow  feathers,  as  illustrated. 


Superb  Gem  1 896-0  Quarter 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


264  1896-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  toning.  A  few  marks 

on  the  cheek  have  been  considered  in  the  grading  interpretation. 
Fairly  well  struck. 

A  very  handsome,  far  above  average  example  of  the  rare  1 896-0, 
specimens  of  which  are  desirable  in  any  level,  especially  so  in  Mint 
State.  Only  a  few  equivalent  pieces  exist  in  all  of  numismatics. 

PCGS  Population:  2,  none  finer. 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1895  Barber  25<f 

Only  One  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


163  1895  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Satiny,  frosty  devices  and  mirror 

fields  are  largely  brilliant  save  for  a  whisper  of  pale  lilac  iridescence.  An 
attractive  example  of  the  date,  a  coin  with  “gem"  written  (figuratively, 
of  course)  all  over  it!  Among  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS;  only  one  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  date  has  received  a  finer  grade  from  that  organization. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1  finer  (Proof-67  CAM). 


Key  Date  1896-S  Quarter 


265  1896-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Golden  toning  and  bright  underlying  lustre 

on  somewhat  reflective  fields.  A  sharp  example  of  a  low-mintage  key 
date  Barber  quarter,  a  date  that  is  frequently  available  in  grades  of 
VG  or  lower,  but  is  extremely  difficult  to  locate  in  VF  or  finer.  AU 
coins  such  as  the  present  specimen  are  always  in  demand  by  Barber 
coinage  enthusiasts,  and  the  auction  results  for  the  present  coin  will 
undoubtedly  be  strong. 
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Impressive  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1897  Quarter  Dollar 

Among  the  Finest  Seen  by  PCGS 


266  1897  Proof-66  DCAM  (PCGS).  Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply 

mirrored  fields  form  a  stunning  and  deep  cameo  contrast.  Chiefly 
brilliant  with  a  hint  of  pale  lilac  iridescence  near  the  rims.  A  delight¬ 
fully  beautiful  cameo  Proof  Barber  quarter,  a  specimen  that  defines 
the  austere  beauty  of  this  utilitarian  and  often  denigrated  design 
type;  Barber’s  handiwork  never  looked  finer!  PCGS  has  only  certified 
two  examples  of  the  date  with  a  CAM  designation  in  any  grade,  the 
present  coin  and  another  that  bears  the  Proof-67  CAM  grade.  Here 
is,  truly,  one  of  the  finest  Barber  quarters  of  the  date  to  ever  cross  the 
auction  block 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1  finer  (Proot-67  CAM). 


Superb  Proof  1904  Quarter  Dollar 


267  1904  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  with  delicately 

mottled  sea  green,  magenta,  gold,  and  other  colors  on  the  obverse, 
and  with  delicate  gold  and  traces  of  blue  on  the  reverse.  Relatively 
few  Proof  Barber  quarter  dollars  of  any  date  exist  so  fine.  Worthy  of  a 
premium  bid. 


Gem  Proof  1907  Quarter  Dollar 


268  1907  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splendid 

gem.  Marked  “cameo,”  per  grading  interpretations,  but  the  designa¬ 
tion  is  superfluous  as  all  1907  Proof  quarters  have  the  cameo  finish. 

Proof  Barber  silver  coins  of  the  early  20th  century  have  very  low 
mintages,  all  far  less  than  1,000  pieces,  with  some  hovering  around 
the  500  or  600  mark.  Today  with  coins  being  so  widely  scattered  and 
in  such  great  demand,  the  opportunity  of  locating  a  superb  gem  1 907 
such  as  this  can  not  be  taken  lightly.  To  paraphrase  Don  C.  Kelly, 
who  recently  corresponded  with  the  editor  on  the  subject  of  National 
Bank  notes,  “To  pay  a  high  price  for  a  Proof  1907  quarter  dollar  is  a 
mistake,  but  not  as  great  a  mistake  as  not  buying  it.”  Actually,  time 
brings  all  things,  and  the  day  after  the  sale  the  successful  bidder  will 
have  a  treasure  that  few  others  can  match. 


Classic  1916  Standing  Liberty  25<£  Rarity 

Gem  MS-66,  Full  Head 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


26 9  1916  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Fairly  well  struck 

sufficiently  so  to  earn  this  the  “FH”  designation  by  NGC,  but  witf 
some  lightness  at  the  center,  this  not  being  unusual.  In  general,  th< 
die  detail  of  the  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  is  not  as  sharp  as  thai 
of  1917  Type  I. 

The  fields  are  brilliant  and  lustrous,  and  the  overall  appeal  is  quite 
attractive.  In  recent  times,  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  J.  Cline,  well- 
known  Ohio  specialist  (whose  personal  reference  collection  we  sole 
at  auction  a  few  years  ago),  the  Standing  Liberty  quarter  series  ha; 
become  especially  popular.  Coins  of  this  design  were  made  frorr 
1916  through  1 930.  The  1916  type  is  distinguished  by  having  a  ven 
low  mintage  of  52,000  pieces,  and  also  with  slightly  different  die  de¬ 
tails.  In  1917  the  same  basic  design  was  used  early  in  the  year,  detail: 
sharpened,  this  being  known  as  1917  Type  I.  Later  in  the  year,  star: 
were  added  below  the  eagle,  other  modifications  were  made,  and  the 
Type  II  was  created.  The  last  continued  in  use  through  1930. 

Regarding  striking,  as  a  general  rule  of  thumb  the  1916  quartei 
dollars,  as  here,  are  somewhat  indifferent  in  detail.  191 7  Type  I  quar¬ 
ters  are  usually  very  sharp,  with  superb  detail  not  seen  elsewhere 
Coins  of  the  Type  II  design,  1917-1930  vary,  but  typically  have  cer 
tain  shield  bolts  and  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  somewhat  indistinct 
and  sometimes  weakness  in  the  date  area  as  well  (particularly  true  oi 
the  year  1921  regarding  the  date).  Numismatists  like  handy-dandy 
quick  and  easy  rules,  so  the  term  “FH”  has  been  employed  to  niear 
“Full  Head,”  although  in  some  instances  the  head  is  not  completel) 
full  and,  even  with  coins  called  Full  Head,  there  can  be  weakness  or 
other  parts  of  a  given  specimen. 

Returning  to  the  1916,  as  offered  here,  on  May  30,  1916,  in  anticipation  of  thi 
release  of  the  new  design,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  McAdoo  issued  a  statement  de 
scribing  the  new  design: 


“The  New  Motif 

“The  design  of  the  25 <t  is  intended  to  typify  the  awakening  of  the  country  to  it: 
own  protection.  Liberty,  a  full  figure,  is  shown  stepping  toward  the  country’s  gate 
way,  bearing  an  upraised  shield,  from  which  the  covering  is  being  drawn.  The  righ 
hand  bears  an  olive  branch  of  peace.  Above  the  head  is  the  word  'LIBERTY’  and  be 
low  the  feet  ‘1916.’  The  reverse  bears  the  figure  of  an  eagle  in  full  flight,  wings  ex 
tended  and  the  inscriptions  ‘UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA’  and  ‘E  PLURIBUf 
UNUM.’  Both  the  half  dollar  and  the  quarter  bear  the  phrase  ‘IN  GOD  Wf 
TRUST.’” 
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In  October  1916  in  The  Numismatist  appeared  this  information; 

1  he  latest  advice  regarding  the  new  silver  coins  is  that  the  issue  has  been  indefi¬ 
nitely  postponed.  7  his  information,  according  to  the  daily  press,  comes  from  those 
in  authority  at  Washington.  The  reason  for  the  postponement  is  said  to  be  that  much 
trouble  has  been  encountered  in  preparing  the  dies,  and  that  the  same  difficulty  pre¬ 
sents  itself  whenever  designs  are  made  by  artists  outside  the  Mint,  not  familiar  with 
the  mechanical  problems  to  be  solved.  Would  it  not  be  well  in  the  future  to  place  the 
designing  of  our  new  coins  in  the  hands  of  men  familiar  with  the  mechanical  pro¬ 
cesses  and  requirements  of  coining,  especially  in  view  of  recent  developments?” 

To  present  day  readers  this  remark  by  the  editor  of  The  Numismatist  is  rather  curi¬ 
ous,  as  the  implementation  of  such  a  suggestion  earlier  would  have  removed  such 
outside  artists  as  Victor  D.  Brenner  from  the  Lincoln  cent  design  and,  most  notably, 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  from  the  beautiful  High  Relief  MCMVII  $20  of  1907. 

As  to  the  1916  quarter,  we  are  not  aware  when  these  first  reached  circulation,  al¬ 
though  it  is  worth  noting  that  the  January  1917  issue  of  The  Numismatist  said  this: 

“Although  the  new  half  dollar  and  quarter  dollar  have  not  been  placed  into  circula¬ 
tion  up  to  the  time  that  this  is  written,  they  may  be  issued  by  or  shortly  after  the  first 
of  the  year.” 

Normally,  the  first  year  of  issue  of  a  given  coin  is  saved  as  a  novelty  by  the  public, 
and  according  to  this,  many  if  not  most  of  the  52,000  examples  of  the  1916  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter  should  have  been  tucked  away  for  posterity.  Indeed,  this  did  hap¬ 
pen  with  the  MCMVII  $20,  which  was  distributed  in  December  1907  and  which 
immediately  attracted  a  lot  of  attention. 

However,  with  the  1916  quarter,  these  seem  to  have  slipped  into  circulation  qui¬ 
etly,  little  attention  was  paid  to  them,  and  they  were  not  especially  saved.  It  could  be 
that  the  1917  Type  I  quarters  were  released  on  or  about  the  same  time,  and  these 
captured  the  attention  of  the  public.  For  whatever  the  reason,  only  a  few  thousand,  at 
most.  Mint  State  pieces  exist  today  of  the  1916. 

While  much  more  could  be  said  about  the  1916  quarter  dollar,  we  will  cease  our 
remarks  here  in  the  interest  of  time  and  space. 


271  1918  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  deep  rich  lustre.  Delicate 

golden  toning  around  the  borders.  Head  details  not  full  (or  this 
would  have  been  noted),  but  perhaps  60%  so.  A  coin  with  a  great 
deal  of  life ,  and,  as  such,  worthy  of  a  strong  bid. 


272  1923-S  MS-64.  Light  toning  over  deeply  frosty  and  lustrous  sur¬ 

faces.  A  nice  example  that  has  just  recently  appeared  on  the  market 
after  having  been  in  a  collection  for  many  years;  a  pleasing  specimen 
of  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  varieties  in  the  1916-1930  series. 

Striking  about  typical  for  the  issue,  a  piece  deserving  of  a  strong  bid. 


Mint  State  1916  Quarter 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


270  1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny 

surfaces.  The  obverse  has  very  faint  champagne  toning  with  deeper 
gold  on  the  reverse.  This  sharply  struck  example  has  exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  and  would  fit  nicely  in  an  otherwise  choice  to  gem  set 
of  these  coins.  This  is  a  splendid  example  representing  the  first  year  of 
issue  for  the  design  and  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  20th-century  silver 
issues  ever  produced. 


Key  Date  1927-S  Quarter 

Low-Mintage  Rarity 


273  1 927-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Subdued  lustre  on  pale  champagne  surfaces. 

A  pleasing  specimen  of  a  scarce  branch  mint  issue;  just  396,000  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  were  produced,  the  second  lowest  mintage  figure 
of  the  design  type  (only  the  1916  rarity — at  52,000  pieces — has  a 
smaller  mintage  figure).  A  nice  opportunity  for  the  collector  that 
can’t  stretch  the  budget  for  a  Mint  State  example  of  the  date. 


274  1929  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  A  frosty,  satiny  gem  with  intense  bril¬ 

liance  and  strong  aesthetic  appeal.  Nicely  struck  and  impressive  in  all 
ways. 


OWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 


73 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Half  dollars 


Pleasing  1803  Large  3  Half  Dollar 


275  1803  Overton-101.  Rarity-3.  Large  3.  AU-50  (NGC).  Intermingled 

gold  and  light  gray  with  lustre  remaining  in  the  protected  areas.  The 
surfaces  have  trivial  marks.  A  pleasing  example  for  the  date  or  type 
collector.  The  reverse  of  this  variety  has  just  12  arrows,  while  the 
other  three  varieties  of  this  year  each  have  13  arrows.  Perhaps  this 
should  qualify  for  a  separate  listing  in  the  Guide  Book. 


Splendid  Gem  1807  Capped  Bust  50<£ 

Popular  50/20  Overdenomination  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

276  1807  0-112.  50  Over  20.  MS-65.  A  sharply  struck  gem  from  the 

first  year  of  the  design  type,  richly  and  dramatically  toned  in  deep  li¬ 


lac-gray  and  gold  with  subdued  but  flowing  underlying  lustre.  De¬ 
void  of  all  but  some  trivial  marks,  those  scarcely  worthy  of  notice, 
much  less  mention.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sharp  strike  is  worthy  of 
dwelling  on,  as  this  date  and  type  combination  is  often  weak  and 
wishy-washy  in  areas  of  the  design.  Underlying  2  plain  and  unmis¬ 
takable  under  the  existing  5  in  the  denomination.  Rare  so  fine,  and 
destined  for  an  advanced  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  collection. 


277  1817/3  0-101.  Overdate.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with  heather 
and  pale  blue  toning.  A  few  trivial  surface  marks  are  present.  This  is  an 
attractive  example  and  a  popular  overdate  variety.  The  previous  digit  3 
under  the  final  7  is  extremely  bold,  and  appears  not  to  have  been  ef¬ 
faced  from  the  die  before  repunching.  This  is  one  of  very  few  sharp  and 
prominent  overdates  that  may  be  seen  without  magnification. 

278  1818  O-l 09a.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  heavy  reverse 
scratches.  Central  weakness  as  usual.  Lustrous  gray-brown  surfaces. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Elias  berg,  Sr.,  Collection,  April  1997,  Lot 
1753. 

Choice  Mint  State  1826  Half  Dollar 


279  1826  0-101.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  with  satiny  lus¬ 

tre  beneath  pleasing  golden  brown  toning.  Hints  of  lighter  gold  are 
visible  inside  the  borders  on  each  side.  Very  sharply  struck. 

Very  light  clash  marks  are  visible  on  the  reverse. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1829  Half  Dollar 


l  ied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

280  1829  0-1 10.  Recut  9.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem  Mint 

State  example  with  extraordinary  eye  appeal.  Light  ivory  with  frosty 
surfaces  and  peripheral  iridescent  toning.  The  surfaces  are  pristine 
with  only  a  few  trivial  blemishes.  The  final  date  digit  is  minutely  re¬ 
cut  to  the  right. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer. 


281  1836  0-114.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

fully  brilliant  champagne  lustre  and  splashes  of  slightly  deeper  ton¬ 
ing.  Although  a  few  design  elements  are  weak,  this  example  is  sharper 
than  usually  seen.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector. 


282  1838  MS-62.  Fully  lustrous  and  sharply  struck  with  intermingled 
golden  brown  and  sea  green  toning. 

283  1 838  AU-53  (NGC).  Attractively  toned  with  rose  and  light  blue  over 
slightly  reflective  surfaces.  A  pleasant  example. 


Choice  Mint  State  1839  Half  Dollar 

Capped  Bust  Design 


284  1 839  Capped  Bust.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with  satiny 

lustre  and  sharp  design  features.  The  obverse  has  intermingled  gray, 
gold,  and  light  green  toning  with  light  gray  on  the  reverse. 


Mint  State  1839-0  Half  Dollar 


285  1839-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous  with  pale 
gray  surfaces.  The  obverse  has  lilac  and  iridescent  toning  with 
splashes  of  golden  brown  on  the  reverse.  An  important  opportunity 
for  the  specialist.  This  is  the  only  collectible  half  dollar  of  this  design 
type  produced  at  New  Orleans. 

286  1840  Small  Letters.  MS-62  (NGC).  Extremely  sharply  defined  with 
lustrous  satin  surfaces.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  deeply  and  at¬ 
tractively  toned. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1840-0  Hall  Dollar 


Important  Mint  State  1851  Half  Dollar 


Mint  State  1853  Half  Dollar 

Arrows  and  Rays  Type 


288  1842  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  magenta 

toning  with  some  gunmetal-blue  at  the  borders,  over  surfaces  that  are 
well  struck  and  lustrous.  A  nice  example. 


Choice  Mint  State  1854-0  Half  Dollar 


290  1850  AU-55  (NGC).  Virtually  complete  lustre  is  visible  beneath 

deep  gold  and  iridescent  toning.  A  few  splashes  of  bright  silver  lustre 
remain.  Several  small  surface  marks  are  consistent  with  the  grade. 
This  is  a  scarce  issue  in  higher  grades. 


295  1854-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  Mint  State  example  with  frosty  sil¬ 

ver  lustre  and  light  gold  toning.  A  common  issue,  however,  usually 
seen  in  lower  circulated  or  Mint  State  grades.  Choice  and  gem  survi¬ 
vors  are  seldom  encountered  with  examples  highly  sought  by  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors. 


28~  1840-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with  brilliant  lustre  and 

light  champagne  toning.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  extremely 
sharply  defined.  A  scarce  early  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  issue  from 
New  Orleans. 

1  he  obverse  is  extensively  rusted  while  the  reverse  has  several  fine  die  cracks. 


291  1851  Breen-4825.  Repunched  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  An  excep¬ 

tional  choice  Mint  State  example  with  fully  brilliant  surfaces  and  de¬ 
lightful  russet  and  blue  toning.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  boldly 
defined,  including  all  of  the  intricate  details  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head 
and  sandal,  along  with  the  claw  and  leaf  details  at  lower  reverse.  This 
variety  has  digits  851  boldly  repunched  with  lighter  doubling  visible 
on  the  first  1.  Considered  by  Walter  Breen  to  be  a  rare  variety. 


Choice  Mint  State  1844  Half  Dollar 


292  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-63  (NGC).  An  important  opportunity 

for  the  type  collector  to  acquire  this  single  year  issue.  This  example  is 
very  sharply  struck  with  fully  brilliant,  frosty  white  lustre.  Just  a 
trace  of  light  rose  toning  frames  the  obverse  with  light  gold  around 
the  reverse.  While  the  mintage  of  this  issue  is  comparable  to  many 
common  dates  among  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars,  the  status  of  this 
issue  as  a  single  year  type  coin  creates  considerable  additional  de¬ 
mand  on  the  existing  supply  of  these  coins. 


289  1844  MS-64  (NGC).  A  wonderful  choice  Mint  State  example  with 

deep  gold  toning  and  peripheral  blue  toning.  This  is  very  sharply 
struck  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  beneath  the  toning. 

Light  peripheral  die  cracks  are  visible  on  both  sides. 


293  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  complete  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  with  very  light  gray  surfaces  and  pale  gold  toning. 

294  1 853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-45  (NGC).  Natural  medium  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  light  blue  and  iridescent  toning.  This  New  Orleans  Mint 
issue  is  much  scarcer  than  those  of  Philadelphia. 
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Gem  Proof  1855  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

296  1855  Arrows.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Deep  gold  toning  is  accented  by 

rose  and  vivid  blue  peripheries.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  deeply 
reflective  mirrored  fields  with  lustrous  devices.  Very  light  cameo 
contrast  adds  to  the  eye  appeal  of  this  exciting  Proof  half  dollar.  Not 
only  is  this  example  highly  impressive  for  its  quality,  but  it  also  re¬ 
mains  an  extremely  rare  issue  in  Proof  quality.  Walter  Breen  sug¬ 
gested  that  perhaps  a  dozen  Proof  examples  were  known  to  him  when 
he  prepared  his  Complete  Encyclopedia  published  in  1988.  Today,  the 
number  of  different  Proof  coins  may  approach  20,  however,  this  issue 
remains  an  extremely  rare  coin  in  Proof  format. 


Choice  Mint  State  1855-0  Half  Dollar 


298  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  A  desirable  example  with  lovely 
gold  and  iridescent  toning  over  satiny  lustre.  Somewhat  weak  at  top 
of  Liberty’s  head,  and  at  lower  reverse. 

2 99  1858-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  with  mottled  gray  and  gold 
toning.  A  sharp  impression.  Few  minor  surface  marks  are  noted. 


Gem  Proof  1861  Half  Dollar 


297  1 855-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  light  gold  ton¬ 

ing  over  ivory  lustre.  Vivid  peripheral  blue  toning  surrounds  both 
sides.  A  lovely  example  with  considerable  eye  appeal.  The  half  dollar 
specialist  will  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  bid  on  this  example. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

300  1861  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lilac  toning  with  splashes  of  blue.  The  blue 
describes  the  obverse  while  the  reverse  is  a  mixture  of  lilac  and  gray. 

A  rather  curious  Proof  under  close  examination,  as  there  are  a  number  of  tint  de¬ 
pressions  scattered  throughout  the  figure  of  Miss  Liberty,  enough  that  someone  ex¬ 
amining  this  lot  might  be  moved  to  write  a  comment  lor  a  future  issue  of  The 
Gohrecht Journal.  These  are  probably  from  the  original  planchet  used,  hardly  from  the 
dies. 

301  1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Heather  and  magenta  toning  over  sharply 
struck,  lustrous  surfaces.  A  thoroughly  satisfying  specimen  of  this 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar,  struck  during  the  first  year  of  the  War  Be¬ 
tween  the  States. 
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Gorgeous  1861-S  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

302  1861-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  over  satiny  lustrous 

surfaces.  Well  struck  and  quite  attractive.  A  few  darker  flecks  are 
seen  in  and  around  the  shield  on  the  reverse. 

On  the  obverse  the  date  logotype  is  about  centered  between  the  base  of  Miss  Lib¬ 
erty  and  the  dentils.  Along  certain  areas  of  the  border  the  dentils  are  somewhat  flat 
and  also  wider  than  normal,  an  interesting  characteristic,  an  optical  illusion  regard¬ 
ing  the  size,  as  actually  the  dentils  do  not  vary. 

On  the  reverse  there  is  a  whisper  of  a  contact  mark  to  the  upper  left  off  the  eagle’s 
wing.  The  mintmark  S  is  tilted  to  the  left  and  seems  to  be  about  to  fall  over. 

Silver  coins  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  were  not  collected  by  any  numismatist  at 
the  time,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  in  Philadelphia, 
formed  in  June  1858,  bothered  to  save  or  express  an  interest  in  pieces  from  the 
branch  mints.  Accordingly,  specimens  of  the  1 861-S  half  dollar  were  distributed  here 
and  there  in  commerce,  and  over  a  period  of  time  nearly  all  became  well  worn.  To¬ 
day,  a  choice  Mint  State  piece  such  as  this,  while  not  an  extreme  rarity  by  any  means, 
certainly  is  not  often  encountered. 


303  1861-S  MS-62  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with  fully  brilliant  lustre 

beneath  deep  champagne  toning.  Very  sharp  obverse  and  reverse  de¬ 
sign  features.  This  has  the  eye  appeal  of  a  choice  example  with  just  a 
few  too  many  minor  blemishes. 


Memorable  1865  Half  Dollar 

Gem  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


304  1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  with  light  gray  toning 

over  satiny  lustrous  surfaces  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  has  light 
golden  toning.  On  the  reverse  there  are  some  contact  marks  between 
Miss  Liberty’s  foreleg  and  stars  12  and  13,  taken  into  consideration 
when  assigning  the  grade. 

An  incredible  coin,  the  equal  of  which  would  be  difficult  to  locate. 


305  1866  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  This  piece 

must  not  be  significantly  different  from  how  it  appeared  on  the  day  it 
was  struck. 

Not  only  is  this  a  very  choice  MS-63,  high  end  in  quality,  but  it  is 
of  special  significance  as  the  first  year  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  on  the  reverse.  Much  rarer  than  a  comparable  Proof 
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Gem  Proof  1 867  Half  Dollar 


Splendid  Proof  1868  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

$06  1867  Proof-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant.  Needle-sharp  strike.  A  nice 

example  of  this  Civil  War  date. 

On  the  obverse  the  date  logotype  is  quite  high,  with  the  1  about  twice  as  close  to 
the  base  of  Miss  Liberty  as  to  the  dentils  below.  A  few  “artifacts”  are  seen  near  the 
stars,  most  noticeably  at  stars  7  and  8,  such  artifacts  being  more  prevalent  on  lower 
denominations  (such  as  half  dimes  of  the  1840s  and  1850s)  than  on  half  dollars.  We 
haven’t  quite  figured  out  their  cause  in  the  die  making  process,  but  it  probably  in¬ 
volves  displaced  metal  when  the  master  die  was  impressed  into  the  working  die. 


Gem  Proof  1867  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

308  1868  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  with  beautiful  irides¬ 

cent  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  No  doubt  from  an  old-time 
collection.  A  premium  quality  coin  that  has  never  been  dipped  or 
brightened.  Such  pieces  are  in  the  distinct  minority  in  numismatics 
today  and,  as  such,  extra  attention  should  be  paid  to  this  opportu¬ 
nity. 


309 


1870  MS-63  (NGC).  An  extremely  sharp  example  with  every  detail 
of  both  obverse  and  reverse  boldly  defined.  Rich  satiny  lustre  is  sub¬ 
dued  by  violet,  sea  green,  and  iridescent  toning. 


>07  1867  Proof-65  (NGC).  Medium  golden  toning  over  mirror  surfaces. 

A  fairly  scarce  Proof  issue,  as  the  mintage  figure  indicates. 
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Lovely  1870-CC  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size j 

310  1870-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  extremely  important  opportunity  lor 

the  specialist.  Natural  medium  gray  surfaces  exhibit  a  touch  of  blue, 
accented  by  light  champagne  and  iridescent  toning.  Although  lightly 
worn,  all  design  features  are  quite  boldly  defined.  Very  few  high- 
grade  examples  of  this  rarity  exist,  and  are  quite  elusive  today.  Struck 
during  the  first  year  of  operations  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  54,617  coins.  Most  denominations  produced  at  this  mint  were 
actually  struck  during  this  first  year,  including  quarters,  half  dollars, 
silver  dollars,  half  eagles,  eagles,  and  double  eagles.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  silver  dollars,  all  of  these  coinage  issues  are  scarce  or  rare  to¬ 
day.  Even  the  relatively  plentiful  silver  dollar  issue  is  quite  elusive. 


Gem  Mint  State  1871  Half  Dollar 


311  1871  MS-65  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  and  satiny  with  peripheral  blue 

and  iridescent  toning.  An  additional  splash  of  blue  toning  is  present  at 
lower  right  reverse.  Sharply  struck  with  slight  weakness  noted  only 
above  Liberty’s  forehead.  Ibis  gem  is  certain  to  please  the  connoisseur. 


Mint  State  1872  Half  Dollar 


312  1872  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  a  most  attractive  example  with  subdued 

satiny  lustre  beneath  golden  brown  toning.  Pale  blue  and  rose  accents 
are  present  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  An  extremely  attractive 
choice  Mint  State  example  of  this  issue.  The  specialist  should  exam¬ 
ine  this  carefully  for  the  reverse  appears  to  qualify  as  Breen’s  variety 
4965,  described  as  a  rare  Doubled  Die  Reverse  with  quadrupled 
stripes  in  the  shield. 


Magnificent  1873  Proof  Half  Dollars 

No  Arrows 


313  1873  No  Arrows,  Close  3.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  magnificent  speci¬ 

men  with  delicate  champagne  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces  on 
the  obverse,  ditto  for  the  reverse  plus  some  hints  of  magenta  and 
blue.  A  truly  outstanding,  truly  gorgeous  coin  that  is  head  and  shoul¬ 
ders  finer  in  quality  and  eye  appeal  than  usually  encountered.  Worth 
a  significant  premium  in  price,  this  being  our  opinion. 


Elusive  1873-CC  No  Arrows  50<£ 


314  1873-CC  No  Arrows.  EF-45  (NGC).  Pleasing  lilac-gray  with  some 

golden  lustre  in  the  recessed  areas.  A  nice,  evenly  circulated  example 
of  this  scarce  and  desirable  date,  a  mainstay  among  scarcities  from 
the  Carson  City  coinage  presses.  Difficult  to  locate  in  all  grades  de¬ 
spite  a  somewhat  sizeable  mintage  for  the  issue  of  122,500  coins;  nc 
doubt  many  of  those  went  immediately  into  circulation  in  the  boon' 
town  economy  that  was  Carson  City  in  the  1870s.  I  he  present  coir 
is  a  beauty  for  the  assigned  grade,  a  coin  with  strong  appeal  anc 
equally  impressive  surfaces;  circulation  was  definitely  kind  to  thi; 
half  dollar.  Yours  for  one  strong  bid! 
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Lustrous  1873  Arrows  Half  Dollar 


315  1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  with  light  gold  toning 

on  the  obverse,  highlighted  by  vivid  blue  at  the  southeast  border.  The 
reverse  is  predominant  brilliant  with  very  light  peripheral  gold  and 
blue  toning.  Sharply  struck  and  with  considerable  eye  appeal.  This  is 
a  two-year  design  type  with  arrows  at  the  date,  and  with  motto  on  the 
reverse. 

Choice  1873  With  Arrows  Half  Dollar 


1 3 1 6  1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces 

and  light  champagne  toning,  framed  by  peripheral  blue.  This  attrac¬ 
tive  example  is  sure  to  please  the  date  or  type  collector. 


317  1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Nicely  struck. 

Always  in  demand  for  type  sets. 


Gem  1876-S  Half  Dollar 


319  1876-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  exceptional  aesthetic 
appeal.  I  his  gem  has  satiny  lustre  beneath  attractive  gold  toning. 
The  reverse  has  slightly  reflective  fields.  A  common  date,  and  a  won¬ 
derful  candidate  for  the  type  collector. 

320  1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck  example.  The  obverse  has 
light  gray  lustre  with  peripheral  gold  toning.  The  reverse  has  deep 
steel  and  lilac  toning. 


321  1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold,  blue,  and  iridescent  toning  over 

satiny  lustrous  surfaces,  without  even  a  hint  of  prooflike  character 
(some  circulation  strikes  of  this  era  are  highly  prooflike  and  almost 
resemble  Proofs — this  piece  is  distinctively  different). 

The  1881  half  dollar  is  remarkable  for  its  low  circulation  strike 
mintage,  and  although  quite  a  few  were  saved  by  numismatists  at  the 
time,  it  seems  to  us  that  most  of  those  saved  were  distributed  to 
“popular”  channels  by  E.B.  Mason,  Jr.,  J.W.  Scott,  and  others,  not  to 
dedicated  numismatists,  the  later  typically  buying  Proofs  to  satisfy  the 
demand  for  the  date.  Today  it  has  been  our  experience  that  choice 
Mint  State  pieces  such  as  this  are  significantly  rarer  than  Proofs  with 
equivalent  numbers. 

Gem  Proof  1893  Half  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


Gem  Mint  State  1876  Half  Dollar 


318  1876  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional  gem  example  with 

frosty  lustre.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  very  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures.  The  obverse  is  mostly  pale  green  and  violet  with  vivid  gold  ton¬ 
ing  along  the  borders.  The  reverse  is  primarily  pale  lilac  with  periph¬ 
eral  blue  and  teal.  This  gem  has  exceptional  eye  appeal  and  is  sure  to 
be  actively  pursued. 


322  1895  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Highly  reflective  fields  and  bright, 

frosty  motifs  form  a  pleasing  cameo  contrast.  Areas  of  deep  violet 
toning  grace  both  sides  of  this  delightful  Condition  Census  gem 
Proof  Barber  half  dollar.  In  fact,  the  present  specimen  is  the  only  ex¬ 
ample  called  Proof-66  CAM  by  PCGS,  with  only  one  other  example 
of  the  date  receiving  a  higher  grade  from  that  organization.  Now  that 
says  a  lot! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1  finer  (Proof-67  CAM). 


( )WKRS  AND  MF.RENA  GALLERIES 
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Gem  1908-0  Half  Dollar 


324  1906  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  not  only  for  the  grad¬ 

ing  number  assigned  but  also  from  the  old-time  toning  exhibiting 
splashes  of  inky  blue  over  silver  and  other  colors,  the  entire  suite  be¬ 
ing  very  well  struck  and  a  treat  to  the  eye. 

The  current  market  value  of  this  piece  is  probably  somewhere  in  the  range  of  $2,500 
to  $3,000,  although  the  exact  figure  regarding  this  particular  coin  will  be  determined 
once  our  sale  takes  place.  We  cannot  resist  giving  a  market  comment  that  in  early 
1980 — and  this  was  22  years  ago — one  of  our  clients,  Dr.  C.,  had  a  full  set  of  Barber 
half  dollars  in  Proof,  this  being  in  the  era  before  certification,  but  pieces  that  were  quite 
choice,  say  Proof-64  to  65  or  so.  The  market  had  run  up  sharply  during  the  1970s  as  a 
result  of  great  speculation  in  silver  (by  the  Hunt  brothers)  and  gold,  with  bullion  prices 
ascending  to  levels  they  have  not  even  challenged  since.  Quite  a  few  coins  went  along 
for  the  ride,  and  Dr.  C.  called  to  say  that  he  had  been  offered  $15,000  per  coin  for  his 
Barber  half  dollar  set — and  what  should  he  do?  Should  he  sell?  We  encouraged  him  to 
do  so,  he  followed  through  and  banked  the  profits. 

The  point  of  this  is  that  today  in  2002  a  superb  gem  such  as  this  seems  to  be  fairly 
inexpensive.  One  cannot  relate  on  an  absolute  basis  to  the  heady  prices  of  1979- 
1980,  as  they  were  caused  by  special  circumstances  and  were  not  sustainable.  How¬ 
ever,  to  suggest  that  the  present  coin  might  bring  today  only  20%  of  its  price  22 
years  ago,  does  sound  intriguingly  inexpensive! 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

326  1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  wide  rims  (char¬ 

acteristic  of  all  1916  and  some  1917  half  dollars),  and  with  satiny 
finish,  reminiscent  in  a  way  of  the  Matte  Proof  style.  Typical  strike  at 
the  center,  with  some  lightness,  this  being  characteristic  and  not  af¬ 
fecting  the  value  one  way  or  another. 

1  he  1916  half  dollar  represented  the  advent  of  this  illustrious  de¬ 
sign  by  Adolph  Weinman.  Pieces  were  struck  at  the  three  mints — \ 
Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco.  Today,  Mint  State  coins 
from  San  Francisco  are  by  far  the  most  difficult  to  find.  Here  is  .1 
nice  one! 


323  1901  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  blue  toning  over  lustrous  sur¬ 

faces.  Fairly  well  struck.  Quite  difficult  to  find  in  choice  Mint  State, 
despite  a  fairly  high  production  figure.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  col¬ 
lectors  bought  Proofs ,  and  circulation  strikes  were  simply  ignored  and 
spent. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1906  Half  Dollar 


325  1908-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  surfaces  with  lightly 

mottled  golden  and  magenta  toning.  Fairly  well  struck.  A  few  marks' 
here  and  there  are  noted  and  are  typical  for  the  grade. 

Not  often  is  a  1908-0  half  dollar  found  at  this  level.  As  such,  we 
expect  that  this  will  attract  strong  bidding  interest. 


Satiny  1916-S  Half  Dollar 
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Another  Gem  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

27  1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Another  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue 

of  the  Liberty  Walking  design,  and  the  scarcest  of  the  three  mint  vari¬ 
eties.  Typical  strike.  Similar  to  the  preceding,  except  a  bit  “brighter.” 
Like  the  foregoing,  this  piece  has  a  great  deal  of  old  fashioned  “eye 
appeal”  to  go  with  its  absolute  rarity. 

In  the  1950s  this  particular  design  used  to  be  called  the  Liberty  Standing  variety, 
but  today  it  is  known  as  the  Liberty  Walking  type.  The  Mint,  itself,  in  its  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  design  in  1916,  said  that  Miss  Liberty  was  striding. 

Every  once  in  awhile  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  and  elsewhere,  we  delve  into  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  numismatic  terminology.  Recently  on  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  website 
Bill  Gibbs,  who  determines  much  of  the  policy  at  Coin  World,  discussed  certain  no¬ 
menclature,  stating  that  he  liked  descriptors  to  precede  the  noun.  Thus,  he  prefers 
Seated  Liberty  (rather  than  Liberty  Seated)  and,  presumably,  if  accuracy  were  to  be 
followed.  Striding  Liberty,  for  this  particular  variety  of  half  dollar — but  who  knows? 


Incredible  191 7-D  Half  Dollar 

Obverse  Mintmark 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

328  1917-D  Obverse  Mintmark.  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  lilac  toning  over 
satiny,  lustrous  fields.  Above  average  sharpness  of  strike — not  needle 
sharp,  but  still  with  more  detail  than  normally  seen.  A  truly  gorgeous 
1917-D  with  mintmark  on  obverse,  one  of  the  finest  to  come  under 
our  view  in  recent  years.  This  piece  is  fairly  scarce  at  any  Mint  State 
level,  but  as  offered  here,  MS-66  and  solidly  within  that  number,  in 
our  opinion,  here  indeed  is  a  fantastic,  memorable  coin. 

329  1917-D  Obverse  Mintmark.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mellow  champagne 
highlights  on  satiny,  lustrous  surfaces.  One  of  nine  dates  in  the  series 
(1916-1947)  with  a  mintage  that  falls  below  one  million  coins,  and 
always  desirable  as  such. 

Both  Denver  and  San  Francisco  mintmarks  are  found  on  either  the  obverse  (as 
here)  or  the  reverse  of  the  1917  half  dollar  issues.  In  1918,  the  mintmark  was  rel¬ 
egated  to  the  reverse  only  for  the  series,  and  remained  there  until  the  end  of  the  de¬ 
sign  type  in  1947. 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Important  1917-S  Half  Dollar 

Obverse  Mintmark 
Mint  State 


330  1917-S  Obverse  Mintmark.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  lilac  toning  over 

lustrous  surfaces.  Above  average  strike.  A  coin  that  combines  high 
grade,  excellent  strike  for  the  issue  and  outstanding  eye  appeal,  and,  as 
if  this  were  not  enough,  significant  rarity.  This  is  a  key  issue  among 
half  dollars  of  the  era,  and  we  respectfully  suggest  that  an  aggressive 
bid  is  indicated,  with  the  assurance  that  the  new  owner  will  truly  en¬ 
joy  acquiring  this  impressive  piece. 

In  the  1950s  when  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  common  in  circulation,  and 
varieties  could  be  acquired  all  the  way  back  to  1916  (although  the  early  issues  were 
apt  to  be  worn),  the  varieties  most  seldom  seen  were  1917-S  with  mintmark  on  ob¬ 
verse,  the  three  issues  of  1921,  and  the  1938-D. 


Gem  Mint  State  1920  Half  Dollar 


331  1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  pale  rose  glow  wends  its  way  across  lus¬ 

trous,  satiny  smooth  surfaces.  A  nicely  struck  coin  with  nearly  full 
head  and  hand  details  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  about  as 
fully  struck  as  a  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  is  ever  seen  (short  of 
Proofs).  Gem  is  the  appropriate  designation  for  the  present  beauty, 
make  no  bones  about  it. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1927-S  50<£ 

Few  Certified  Finer 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

332  1927-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  lightly  reflective  surfaces  show  ai 

sheen  of  pale  champagne.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date — not  fully 
struck,  but  well  enough  to  be  pleasing.  From  the  only  issuing  mint  of 
the  year,  struck  in  an  era  when  half  dollars  were  not  called  for  much 
by  banks  or  financial  institutions.  Indeed,  between  1921  and  1934, 
half  dollars  were  struck  in  only  five  years,  and  only  at  branch  mints' 
(and  only  one  of  those  years  saw  production  at  Denver!).  The  present 
coin  is  outstanding  for  the  date  where  overall  quality  is  concerned. 
While  just  over  three  dozen  examples  of  the  date  merit  the  same 
grade  from  PCGS  (and  some  of  that  number  may  have  beeni 
resubmissions  in  search  of  a  finer  grade),  only  three  have  been  certi¬ 
fied  finer;  the  present  piece  is  about  as  fine  as  can  be  reasonably 
hoped  for  where  the  date  is  concerned. 

PCGS  Population:  38;  3  finer  (MS-66). 
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Gem  1929-S  Half  Dollar 


333  1929-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  attractive,  delicately  toned 

specimen  with  much  mint  frost.  About  typical  strike  for  the  date.  A 
high-grade  specimen  of  the  last  San  Francisco  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollar  before  1933-S. 


334  1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 

335  1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  delightful  lustre  and  a 
hint  ol  pale  golden  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  with  strong  cap  and 
hand  details  on  the  obverse.  A  pleasing  coin  across  the  board. 

336  1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  mottled  gray  and  gold  toning 
interspersed  with  some  splashes  of  magenta.  Above  average  in  strike, 
not  needle  sharp  by  any  means,  but  not  flat  as  a  pancake  (as  most  are) 
either. 


Superb  Gem  1945  Half  Dollar 


537  1945  MS-67  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  golden  toning  over  brilliant,  lus- 

"  trous  surfaces. 


Gem  Proof  1950  Franklin  Half  Dollar 


538  1950  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  About  as  it  must  have  ap¬ 

peared  on  the  day  of  mintage.  Who  could  have  ever  envisioned  years 
ago  that  today  in  2002  there  would  be  such  a  great  demand  for  mod¬ 


ern  Proofs  from  1950  to  date,  and  certain  varieties  from  the  earlier 
era  of  the  series,  with  frosted  cameo  surfaces,  would  be  competed  tor 
so  intensely? 


Very  Rare  1961  Doubled  Die  50C 

Cameo  Proof-64  (NGC) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

339  1961  FS-13.  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Bril¬ 

liant  silver  white  with  exceptionally  attractive  toning  in  subtle  shades 
of  pale  blue  and  amber  at  peripheries.  Full  cameo  contrast  with 
deeply  frosted  design  elements.  Only  a  light  diagonal  scratch  across 
Franklin’s  cheek  separates  this  coin  from  gem  status. 

The  great  rarity  of  the  Franklin  half  series  and  a  prized  rarity  among  20th  century 
doubled  dies,  the  1961  Proof  doubled  die  reverse  is  extremely  rare  with  full  cameo 
contrast.  Indeed,  only  four  pieces  have  been  certified  with  that  designation  and 
Fivaz  and  Stanton  remarked  that  “a  very  few  are  true  cameos,  and  as  such  would 
command  a  healthy  premium.”  Rarity  in  the  context  of  a  series  with  millions  of 
pieces  struck  each  year  is  usually  judged  on  a  different  scale  than  the  “classic"  rarities 
of  American  numismatics,  but  this  variety  can  hold  its  own  with  any  as  a  truly  desir¬ 
able  and  elusive  item.  Most  estimates  on  the  total  population  of  this  doubled  die 
range  in  the  vicinity  of  a  few  dozen.  The  doubling  is  plain  to  the  naked  eye,  most 
notably  in  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  but  additionally  in  the  letters  of  UNITED 
STATES  and  HALF  DOLLAR.  As  one  of  the  first  modern  doubled  die  varieties  to 
achieve  an  acknowledged  level  of  desirability  (and  the  commensurate  price  struc¬ 
ture),  cherrypickers  went  to  work  scanning  1961  Proof  sets  years  ago  and  few  new 
pieces  have  appeared  in  the  last  several  years.  We  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  offer¬ 
ing  a  specimen  since  November  1999.  An  important  opportunity  tor  the  advanced 
Franklin  half  dollar  or  doubled  die  enthusiast. 
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Silver  Dollars 


Important  1794  Silver  Dollar 

Unknown  to  Jack  Collins 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


340  1794  Bowers  Borckardt-1,  Bolender-1.  Rarity-4.  Flowing  Hair. 

Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AUTO,  repaired  with  considerable  fine 
tooling,  especially  on  the  obverse.  Light  gold  surfaces.  Typical  strike 
with  stars  at  lower  left  obverse  quite  weak.  Similar  weakness  of  strike 
is  noted  on  the  reverse  through  UNITED  STATES.  The  central  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  are  boldly  defined.  Just  a  few  very  minor  rim 
bruises  are  present  as  so  often  encountered  on  examples  of  this  issue. 
This  is  an  attractive  and  highly  desirable  example  despite  the  techni¬ 
cal  description. 

The  late  Jack  Collins  was  intrigued  by  this  issue  and  prepared  a 
manuscript  outlining  the  pedigree  of  every  example  known  to  him, 
approximately  125  in  all.  Nearly  all  of  these  were  photographically 
illustrated  in  his  manuscript.  It  is  unfortunate  that  Collins  was  un¬ 
able  to  see  the  results  of  his  labor,  and  today,  the  manuscript  remains 
unpublished.  The  example  offered  here  is  not  among  those  coins 
known  to  Collins,  having  been  secured  in  a  bank  vault  for  many 
years.  Today,  we  are  pleased  and  privileged  to  offer  this  new  example. 

Dies  of  the  1794  Dollar 

OBVERSE:  Flowing  Hair  design  with  six  curls,  the  third  curl  weak.  First  star 
close  to  1  in  date.  Second  star  near  first  curl,  but  does  not  touch  it.  The  head  of 


Miss  Liberty  in  the  1794  dollar  has  a  fuller  cheek  and  more  pronounced  jaw  line 
than  does  any  of  1795,  and  admits  of  consanguinity  with  some  of  the  finely  de¬ 
tailed  heads  seen  on  large  cents  made  early  in  the  year  1794.  Blunt  tip  to  neck 
point. 

No  head  on  a  1795  dollar  is  exactly  like  this  head,  although  three  obverse  dies  of 
1795,  one  used  to  coin  BB- 1 1 ,  BB-12,  and  BB- 1 3;  another  to  produce  BB-14;  and 
a  third  to  strike  BB-1 6,  BB-17,  and  BB-1 8,  each  have  a  blunt  tip  to  neck  point  and 
are  more  like  the  1794  head  than  any  others.  If  any  1795  obverses  are  worthy  of 
the  “Head  of ’94”  appellation,  these  three  are. 

A  curious  fact,  apparently  not  mentioned  prior  to  the  1993  study  on  dollars  by 
Q.  David  Bowers,  is  that  while  the  eight  stars  on  the  left  of  the  1794  silver  dollar 
are  each  oriented  with  a  point  toward  the  dentils  (as  standard),  the  seven  stars  on 
the  right  are  each  positioned  differently,  unique  to  1794  in  the  early  dollar  series, 
with  two  points  toward  the  dentils. 

REVERSE:  Eagle  perched  on  a  rock  within  a  wreath;  21  leaves  on  each 
branch.  The  wreath  has  19  berries,  10  on  the  left  branch,  9  on  the  right.  A  leaf 
is  joined  to  second  T  in  STATES,  and  another  almost  touches  the  right  corner 
of  F  in  OF.  “Lobster  claw”  leaf  pair  under  second  T  of  UNITED  and  first  A  of 
AMERICA.  Eagle’s  wing  touches  R  in  AMERICA.  Ribbons  below  wreath 
thinner  and  much  closer  together,  and  branch  ends  thinner  and  straighter, 
than  on  any  1795  reverse.  Ribbon  (not  a  knot)  around  junction  of  the  two 
wreath  stems.  Rock  under  eagle’s  feet  extends  much  farther  to  the  left  than  on 
any  1795  die.  This  die  was  retired  after  the  1794-dated  coinage  and  was  not 
used  in  1795. 
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Desirable  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 

Obverse  Plated  in  Bolender 


34 1  1795  BB-14,  B-4.  Rarity-3-.  Flowing  Hair,  Two  Leaves.  EF-40. 

The  obverse  of  this  example  is  plated  in  the  fifth  revised  edition  of 
the  Bolender  reference  published  by  Krause  Publishing  in  1987.  An 
attractive  example  with  pleasing  pale  gold  surfaces  and  deeper  golden 
brown  toning.  A  few  very  minor  scratches  and  other  blemishes  are 
noted. 


Pleasing  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 

Three  Leaves  Reverse 


342  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Flowing  Hair,  Three  Leaves.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A 

delightful  example  of  this  variety  with  light  gray  obverse  and  deeper 
gray  reverse.  Sharply  struck  with  traces  of  lustre  on  the  reverse.  This 
example  is  sure  to  please  the  date  or  type  collector.  The  early  silver 
dollars  have  gained  substantially  in  popularity  and  price  over  the  past 
several  months.  Today,  virtually  every  example  on  the  market  is  ac¬ 
tively  pursued. 


Beautiful  1796  Dollar  Error 


Incomplete  Punch 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

343  1796  BB-61,  B-4.  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  Incomplete  punched 

planchet.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Boldly  lustrous  silver  gray  with  some 
golden  highlights  and  traces  of  bright  blue.  A  most  attractive  coin  in 
a  remarkable  state  of  preservation.  Some  light  hairlines  are  noted,  as 
is  a  thin  scratch  beneath  L  in  LIBERTY.  Some  faint  peripheral  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  are  noted  on  the  reverse. 

An  interesting  and  infrequently  encountered  error,  this  piece  shows  an  incomplete 
punch  from  the  planchet  cutter  in  a  perfect  arc  just  outside  the  right  stars  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  across  the  tops  of  OF  AMF.RICA  on  the  reverse.  As  the  rolled  silver  went 
through  the  planchet  cutting  screw  the  first  time,  the  initial  punch  was  insufficiently 
deep.  The  second  punch,  which  effectively  cut  the  planchet  from  the  rolled  silver, 
was  aligned  differently,  leaving  significant  vestiges  of  the  first  errant  punch  on  the 
planchet.  When  every  remelting  of  scrap  made  a  planchet  relatively  more  expensive, 
one  can  understand  why  a  planchet  such  as  this  would  be  put  into  production.  An 
important  coin  for  its  state  of  preservation  as  well  as  its  interesting  error,  and  a  future 
centerpiece  in  an  early  dollar  collection. 
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Appealing  1796  BB-61  $1 


344  1796  BB-61,  B-4.  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  EF-40.  A  very  appeal¬ 

ing  specimen  with  light  silver  gray  surfaces.  Quite  well  struck  and 
very  attractive  overall,  certainly  one  of  the  finer  extant  within  the 
numerical  grade  category. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  Small  Date  variety,  although  the  reverse  is  the 
Large  Letters  style,  the  last  from  a  die  used  only  to  strike  this  variety. 
The  obverse  die  went  on  to  see  later  use  in  the  making  of  BB-62. 

As  we  noted  in  our  Encyclopedia,  1983,  “due  to  unsatisfactory  impressing  of  the 
eagle  punch,  working  die  specimens  of  1796  BB-61  are  not  as  well  defined  on  the 
reverse  as  are  most  others  o  the  general  design  type.  This  extends  to  very  high-grade 
examples  as  well.  On  the  present  piece  there  are  some  eagle  breast  feathers  visible 
below  the  neck.” 

Although  the  popularly  published  mintages  for  1796  and  1797,  such  as  given  in 
the  Guide  Book,  indicate  that  the  1796  might  be  much  more  plentiful,  in  actuality 
the  two  are  both  quite  scarce,  although  the  1797  as  a  date  is  slightly  more  elusive. 
The  reason  for  this  disparity  is  that  published  mintage  figures  often  have  little  or 
nothing  to  do  with  the  dates  actually  on  the  dies,  but  relate  only  to  pieces  struck 
during  a  calendar  year. 

From  our  Rarities  sale  August  2001,  Lot  248. 


Sharp  1796  Silver  Dollar 


343  1796  BB-66,  B-l.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness 

of  VF-35,  cleaned  with  hairlines  and  surface  marks.  Light  gray  with 
splashes  of  lilac  and  brown  toning.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  no¬ 
ticeable  hairlines  from  cleaning,  along  with  other  surface  marks  and 
faint  traces  of  old  graffiti. 


Left:  Robert  Morris,  of  whom  George  G. 
Evans  stated  in  Illustrated  History  of  the 
United  States  Mint,  1892,  “It  was  mainly 
through  his  efforts,  in  connection  with  Tho¬ 
mas  Jefferson  and  Alexander  Hamilton  [also 
shown],  that  a  mint  was  established  in  the 
early  history  of  the  Union  of  the  States.” 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Remarkable  Mint  State  Error  1797  $1 

BB-71 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


546  1797  BB-71,  B-3.  10X6  Stars.  Triple  Struck.  MS-61  (NGC). 

Mottled  toning  dominated  by  deep  slate  blue  and  olive  on  nicely  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  Frosty  in  appearance  with  attractive  overall  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Some  hairlines  are  present,  and  a  vertical  nick  on  Liberty’s  neck 
is  noted  for  the  sake  of  accuracy. 

Profoundly  double  struck;  though  the  NGC  certification  indicates 
that  this  coin  is  triple  struck  we  note  only  two  distinct  impressions. 
The  first  strike  was  slightly  misaligned  to  4:00.  The  second  correc¬ 
tive  strike  was  centered,  while  the  coin  rotated  on  the  dies  a  few  de¬ 
grees.  I  he  result  is  impressive  and  comprehensive  doubling,  includ¬ 


ing  a  lull  second  profile,  shadows  on  each  and  every  star,  and  remark¬ 
able  separation  in  the  lettering  on  obverse  and  reverse.  While  a  “chat¬ 
ter”  double  strike  on  an  early  dollar  is  a  rather  frequent  occurrence, 
such  substantial  doubling  on  a  dollar  is  scarcely  encountered.  That 
the  dollar  remains  in  this  state  of  preservation  makes  this  an  impor¬ 
tant  early  dollar  and  a  very  desirable  early  dollar  error.  Just  on  the 
basis  of  its  grade,  this  dollar  ranks  with  the  finest  certified  by  NGC  of 
the  issue.  This  coin  deserves  to  be  the  centerpiece  of  an  advanced 
cabinet  and  the  pride  and  joy  of  its  next  owner. 

NGC  Census  (all  varieties):  2;  5  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


The  Rarities  Sale 


l_r9~T  10X6  Stars  Silver  Dollar 


347  1797  BB-71,  B-3.  10X6  Stars.  VF-30.  Intermingled  silver,  pale  gold, 

sreel,  and  gray.  The  surfaces  of  this  example  are  very  pleasing  for  the 
grade.  Nicely  centered  and  very  sharply  struck,  especially  the  reverse 
which  is  usually  quite  weak.  An  important  coin  that  is  sure  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  attention  of  date  and  type  collectors  alike. 

The  recorded  mintage  of  silver  dollars  in  this  year  was  just  7,776 
coins,  however,  it  is  almost  certainly  the  case  that  many  coins  bearing 
this  date  were  actually  struck  in  1798.  A  year  earlier,  72,920  silver 
dollars  were  coined  in  1796.  As  both  issues  are  of  approximately 
equal  rarity  overall  (neither  is  rare),  it  is  extremely  unlikely  that  the 
annual  mintage  figures  coincide  with  the  number  of  coins  produced 
bearing  those  dates.  We  believe  that  the  total  quantities  produced 
bearing  each  of  these  two  dates  was  about  the  same. 


Desirable  1797  9X7  Stars  Dollar 

Small  Letters  Reverse 


348  1797  BB-72,  B-2.  Rarity-4.  9X7  Stars.  VF-20.  An  important  oppor¬ 

tunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  this  scarce  variety.  The  obverse  has 
intermingled  pewter  gray,  gold,  and  lilac  while  the  reverse  has  a  very 
even  light  gray  appearance.  The  surfaces  on  each  side  have  typical 
minor  blemishes  while  there  are  no  major  imperfections.  This  is  a 
delightful  example  and  highly  desirable.  Weak  reverse  as  usually 
found.  Perhaps  1 00  examples  of  this  variety  exist  today. 

The  original  production  quantity  is  unknown  with  widely  varying 
estimates  appearing  in  print  over  many  years.  In  1951,  Walter  Breen 
suggested  that  342  coins  delivered  February  1797  coincided  with 
this  variety.  Robert  Hilt  suggested  that  all  7,776  coins  produced  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  were  from  this  die  marriage.  Other  estimates  included 
those  from  individuals  who  believed  the  actual  mintage  was  as  low  as 
20  coins.  In  the  previous  lot,  we  established  that  the  exact  mintage 
was  unknown.  As  a  result,  any  attempt  to  establish  estimated  mint¬ 
ages  by  die  variety  are  impossible. 


Important  1798  Small  Eagle  Dollar 

15  Obverse  Stars 


349  1 798  BB-8 1 ,  B-2.  1 5  Stars.  VF-20.  A  lovely  example  with  light  gold 

and  bluish  gray  obverse.  The  reverse  is  mostly  pewter  gray  with 
splashes  of  iridescent  toning.  Only  a  few  faint  adjustment  marks  are 
noted  on  the  obverse  with  minor  surface  marks  on  the  reverse.  The 
reverse  is  quite  weak  and  shows  considerable  die  wear,  having  been  in 
use  since  the  coinage  of  1795. 


Lovely  1798  Small  Eagle  Dollar 

13  Obverse  Stars 


350  1798  BB-82,  B-l.  13  Stars.  VF-25.  Very  choice  surfaces  with  pleas¬ 

ing  pale  gold,  deep  gray,  and  iridescent  toning.  The  reverse  has 
splashes  of  steel  blue.  A  nicely  centered  example.  Some  weakness  is 
noted  at  the  lower  interior  part  of  the  reverse,  just  above  the  ribbon 
bow. 
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Notable  Off-Center  1798  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

351  1798  BB-94,  B-3.  Rarity-3+.  Knobbed  9.  10%  off  center.  VF-25 

(PCGS).  Opalescent  pewter  gray  with  subtle  blue  and  gold  high¬ 
lights.  A  few  scattered  marks  and  light  scratches  are  noted  under 
scrutiny,  including  a  few  nicks  under  star  8,  a  mint-made  depression 
on  Liberty’s  neck,  and  a  few  short  horizontal  scratches  at  Liberty’s 
shoulder.  It  appears  that  there  are  a  few  tiny  rim  bruises,  though  these 
are  mostly  obscured  by  the  holder. 

Boldly  misstruck  to  1:00  to  a  degree  not  usually  encountered  on 
early  dollars.  Most  of  LIBERTY  and  AMERICA  are  off  the  side  of 
the  planchet,  with  a  large  crescent  of  unstruck  area  seen  under  the 
date  and  above  STATES.  Off-center  Bust  dollars,  when  seen  at  all, 
are  apt  to  be  misstruck  to  within  the  error  tolerance  provided  by  the 
long  and  oversized  denticles  that  surround  the  design.  On  this  1798 
die,  the  denticles  appear  to  be  far  shorter  than  those  off-center  dollars 
of  1799  to  1802  also  included  in  this  sale.  The  die  edge  is  plain  just 
outside  the  edge  of  the  denticles. 


With  clear  evidence  that  denticles  were  longer  in  later  years,  an  apt 
question  is  whether  this  was  a  random  design  change  or  something 
with  a  purpose,  perhaps  even  to  aid  in  centering  of  the  difficult-to- 
strike  dollar  coins.  Perhaps  a  study  of  a  larger  sample  of  off-center 
Bust  dollars  would  elucidate  this  issue.  A  most  interesting  coin,  rare 
this  far  off  center,  and  an  ideal  inclusion  in  the  cabinet  of  a  research- 
minded  specialist. 

The  denticles,  after  rough  measurement,  appear  to  be  1.7  mm  on  this  coin.  Those 
on  the  1799  BB-158  appear  to  be  closer  to  3.0  mm.  Some  of  this  effect  may  be 
caused  by  the  nature  of  striking  with  a  screw  press,  which  can  stretch  out  peripheral 
details,  but  despite  this  the  denticles  still  seem  longer  as  engraved  into  the  die. 

High-Grade  1798  Dollar 

BB-113 


352  1798  BB-113,  B-27.  Close  Date.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver 

gray  with  pale  golden  overtones.  Sharp  and  full  of  eye  appeal  with  no 
serious  contact  marks,  though  we  do  note  some  minor  hairlines.  A 
very  nice  piece  that  will  delight  its  next  owner. 


353  1798  BB-118,  B-28.  Rarity-3.  Close  Date.  VE-30.  Light  gray  ob¬ 

verse  with  deeper  gray  on  the  reverse.  Both  sides  have  lovely  splashes 
of  iridescent  toning.  The  surfaces  are  quite  desirable  without  imper¬ 
fections.  This  example  has  exceptional  eye  appeal. 

The  obverse  is  cracked  below  and  through  the  date.  The  reverse  has  several  cracks 
including  very  prominent  die  cracks  left  of  the  tail  with  the  area  between  these  cracks 
sunk  in  the  die,  creating  a  slightly  raised  appearance  on  the  coin.  This  phenomenon 
is  often  called  a  retained  cud,  or  die  break,  indicating  that  the  piece  of  the  die  is  still 
present. 
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Lustrous  1799/8  Silver  Dollar 


354  1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Overdate,  15  Stars.  AU-50.  Mottled  light 

gray  and  lilac  with  attractive,  lustrous  surfaces.  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharp  design  elements  and  fully  defined  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  borders. 


355  1799/8  BB-143.  Rarity-3.  Overdate,  13  Stars.  VF-20.  A  lovely  ex¬ 

ample  with  pleasing  medium  gray  surfaces  highlighted  by  gold,  blue, 
and  iridescent  toning.  A  few  very  minor  rim  bruises  are  noted,  how¬ 
ever,  the  obverse  and  reverse  surfaces  are  quite  choice.  A  tiny 
planchet  crack  is  visible  on  the  reverse  over  F.  This  obverse  has  an 
unusual  layout  with  star  1  extremely  far  from  the  hair  curls  and  star  8 
quite  distant  from  Y.  Stars  7  and  13  are  much  closer  to  L  and  the 
drapery  respectively. 

Lovely  AU  1799  $  1 


356  1799  BB-153,  B-4.  Irregular  Date,  15  Stars  Reverse.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  Even  silver  gray  with  substantial  traces  of  lustre  and  a  touch 
of  golden  toning.  Very  attractive  despite  some  light  marks.  A  minor 
abrasion  across  Liberty’s  ear  and  cheekbone  is  noted,  and  a  mint- 
made  depression  is  present  under  cloud  4.  Usual  shattered  obverse  die 
with  numerous  cracks  that  add  a  measure  of  interest  to  this  particular 
variety.  A  tough  die  pair  to  locate  in  high  grades,  indeed,  the  Bowers- 
Borckardt  book  notes  that  “in  AU  or  Mint  State,  BB-153  is  a  great 
rarity.” 


Lustrous  1799  Silver  Dollar 


357  1799  BB-158,  B-16.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  fully  lustrous 

with  light  silver  gray  surfaces  and  outstanding  eye  appeal.  This  is  a 
highly  desirable  example  that  will  certainly  find  its  way  into  the  col¬ 
lection  of  an  advanced  date  or  type  collector.  A  few  trivial  surface 
marks  are  present. 

Pleasing  Off-Center  1799  $1 


358  1799  BB-158,  B-lb.  Normal  Date.  5%  off  center.  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Pleasing  silver  gray  with  some  darker  gray  areas  and  golden  high¬ 
lights.  An  attractive  specimen,  showing  only  very  light  contact  marks 
and  a  few  faint  scratches.  One  nick  on  Liberty’s  neck  is  noted  for  ac¬ 
curacy.  Struck  off-center  by  a  nice  margin  to  about  3:00,  with  the 
right  stars  and  the  tops  of  AMERICA  hugging  the  edge  of  the 
planchet.  The  die  edge  is  visible  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  coin.  A 
appealing  early  dollar  error. 

Desirable  1799  Silver  Dollar 


359  1799  BB-164,  B-17.  Normal  Date.  EF-40.  A  very  pleasing  example 

with  medium  gray  surfaces  and  sharp  design  features.  Although  not 
perfectly  centered,  both  obverse  and  reverse  have  full  borders. 
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Lovely  Off-Center  1800  $1 


360  1800  BB-181,  B-l.  Rarity-4.  Normal  Design.  Struck  3%  off  center 

to  1:00.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Splendid  even  silver  gray  with  lustrous 
highlights  of  deep  gold  and  russet.  Delightful  visual  appeal,  a  nice 
coin  at  this  grade  level.  Scattered  handling  marks  and  faint  scratches 
may  be  noted,  including  a  dig  at  the  center  of  the  shield  and  a  small 
batch  of  scratches  just  off  the  wingtip  near  3:00. 

Struck  enough  off  center  to  realize  the  true  size  of  the  dollar  dies, 
with  long  denticles  just  left  of  6:00  on  the  obverse  and  barely  any  vis¬ 
ible  denticulation  at  1:00.  On  the  reverse,  the  misstrike  leaves  long 
denticles  above  STATES  while  AMERICA  hugs  the  edge  of  the 
planchet.  A  lovely  dollar,  perfect  for  an  error  type  collection. 

Remarkable  1800  BB-184  $1 

A  Superb  Specimen 


361  1800  BB-184,  B-12.  Rarity-3.  Normal  Design.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Abundant  cartwheel  lustre  on  pale  silver  gray  surfaces  with  a  trace  of 
golden  toning  on  some  high  points.  Splendid  eye  appeal  with  few 
marks  of  consequence,  just  a  light  abrasion  behind  the  hair  bow  and 
some  light  hairlines.  A  toning  stripe  is  noted  over  the  first  T  in 
STATES  for  future  identification. 

A  scarce  variety  in  better  grades,  and  rare  at  the  AU  level.  The  BB 
book  notes  that  “EF  specimens  are  very  rare,  AU  pieces  are  rarer  yet;” 
two  Mint  State  specimens  in  the  Condition  Census  were  both  graded 
more  than  30  years  ago.  The  present  piece  is  likely  among  the  finest 
dozen  or  so  in  existence,  and  with  its  excellent  eye  appeal  undoubt¬ 
edly  surpasses  many  of  similar  sharpness.  A  real  prize  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  of  the  series. 


Impressive  Double  Struck  1800  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

362  1800  BB-195,  B-l 5.  Rarity-3.  10  Arrows.  Double  struck,  second 

strike  5%  off  center.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Beautiful  deep  pewter  gray 
with  lively  eye  appeal  and  excellent  surfaces  for  the  grade.  Choice  in 
all  regards,  we  note  only  a  tiny  rim  bruise  at  12:00  on  the  reverse. 

Struck  initially  perhaps  5%  off-center  to  4:30,  then  restruck  with 
better  centering.  Double  impressions  of  the  truncation  of  the  bust  are 
clear,  and  doubling  is  bold  in  the  peripheral  designs  and  legends,  par¬ 
ticularly  so  on  the  reverse,  where  two  wing  tips  and  doubled  OF 
AMERICA  are  very  plain.  A  very  high  quality  error,  quite  scarce 
with  such  bold  doubling,  and  in  a  splendid  state  of  preservation. 
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Double  Struck  1801  $1 


363  1801  BB-213,  B-3.  Obverse  double  struck.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Pleas¬ 

ing  olive-gray  with  pewter  gray  highlights.  Even  color  and  excellent 
eye  appeal  for  the  grade  with  faint  hints  of  lustre  clinging  to  design 
elements.  As  a  type  coin,  this  is  a  most  desirable  specimen. 

The  present  coin  speaks  volumes  about  early  Mint  technology.  The 
reverse  shows  an  even,  bold  strike  with  no  indications  of  doubling. 
The  obverse  shows  significant  doubling,  most  notable  in  the  stars 
though  there  is  a  double  profile  as  well.  Imagining  the  way  the  screw 
on  a  screw  press  lunges  forward  to  meet  the  planchet,  recoils  slightly, 
and  often  bounces  back  down  unless  encouraged  to  fully  release,  it 
becomes  plain  that  the  obverse  die  was  in  the  hammer  (top)  position, 
while  the  reverse  remained  in  place  soundly  resting  in  the  anvil  (bot¬ 
tom)  die.  While  the  obverse  die  met  the  now-struck  coin  again,  the 
screw  had  rotated  it  to  a  slightly  different  final  resting  place.  An  in¬ 
teresting  error  and  a  lovely  coin  in  all  aspects. 


Striking  coins  on  a  screw  press.  (From  Walter  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia  of  Early  United  States  Cents  1793-1814.  Cour¬ 
tesy  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society.) 


Boldly  Off-Center  1802  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

364  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Narrow  Date.  5%  off  center.  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Lovely  deep  silver  gray  with  golden  highlights  and  some  lustrous 
traces  of  rich  amber  and  blue  on  the  reverse.  A  superb  coin  for  the 
grade,  even  as  a  type  coin,  with  good  surface  quality. 

Misstruck  to  approximately  1  1 :00,  a  desirable  clock  position,  with 
some  unstruck  area  visible  outside  the  denticles  below  the  date  and 
above  S  FATES  OF  on  the  reverse.  The  tops  of  UNITED  and  the 
first  three  letters  of  LIBERTY  are  interrupted  by  the  edge.  A  most 
desirable  error. 


Bowers  and  merena  Gali  i  rii 


94 


H 


The  Rarities  Sale 


y 


(365  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Normal  Date.  VF-30.  Attractive  amber  and 

light  blue  toning  over  very  light  gray  surfaces.  The  reverse  shows  very 
faint  evidence  of  cleaning.  Breen’s  “divided  date”  obverse  with  18 
very  closely  spaced  and  802  more  distant,  the  most  space  between  8 
and  0.  Very  light  surface  marks  are  consistent  with  the  grade. 


366  1803  BB-255,  B-6.  Large  3.  VF-30.  An  exceptional  example  for  the 

grade  with  very  pleasing  obverse  and  reverse  surfaces.  Both  sides  have 
light  gray  surfaces  with  outstanding  iridescent  toning.  Not  perfectly 
centered  with  the  lower  obverse  and  upper  reverse  borders  much  nar¬ 
rower  than  the  opposite  position. 


Splendid  1836  Gobrecht  Silver  Dollar 


Name  on  Base 

Original  Issue  of  1836,  Inverted  Reverse 


567  1836  Pollock-65,  Judd-60.  Original.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid 

specimen  of  the  original  striking,  one  of  1,000  pieces  made  in  1836, 
with  the  reverse  inverted  (in  normal  coin  orientation).  Gorgeous  light 
golden  and  lilac  toning  with  the  reverse  displaying  hints  of  blue.  The 
present  piece  combines  high  numerical  grade  and  superb  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  This  is  one  of  the  choicest  examples  we  have  ever  handled  and  we 
expect,  accordingly,  that  it  will  bring  a  very  strong  price. 

As  R.W.  Julian  has  pointed  out,  and  as  others  have  as  well,  this  issue,  sometimes 
called  a  pattern ,  is  in  fact  a  regular  coin  made  for  circulation,  of  which  many  were 
placed  into  the  channels  of  commerce  at  face  value.  Accordingly,  this  or  a  related 
example  should  be  included  in  a  basic  type  set  of  United  States  coins.  We  note  that 
there  are  several  other  coins  which  are  mistakenly  called  “patterns,"  which  in  fact  are 
part  of  the  regular  series,  these  including  the  1836  Reeded  Edge  half  dollar  and  the 
1907  Indian  $10  with  periods  and  wire  rim. 

After  the  preparation  of  sketches,  designs,  and  models  in  1835-1836,  some  1,000 
pieces  were  struck,  all  with  a  mirrorlike  surface,  and  were  delivered  by  the  coiner  on 
December  31,1 836.  Some  of  these  were  kept  as  souvenirs  or  presented  (such  as  to 
President  Andrew  Jackson),  but  most  were  simply  placed  into  circulation,  as  noted. 
This  is  rather  remarkable  in  retrospect,  as  the  coins  were  made  with  a  mirror  Proof 
surface,  not  with  a  frosty  finish  typical  of  a  circulation  strike. 

Somehow,  over  the  years  the  variety  became  categorized  as  a  pattern,  not  as  a  regu¬ 
lar  issue,  somewhat  reducing  the  demand  for  it.  However,  in  recent  times  it’s  true  sta¬ 


tus  has  been  re-recognized.  Quite  a  bit  has  been  written  about  this  and  related 
Gobrecht  dollars  of  1836-1839,  most  varieties  of  which  are  patterns,  excepting  this 
and  certain  issues  of  1839.  The  Gobrecht  Journal  has  acted  as  a  forum  for  such,  and 
our  own  Rare  Coin  Review  has  contained  certain  articles. 

While  the  present  1836  Original  is  quite  secure  it  its  claim  to  have  been  made  in 
1836,  there  is  much  that  is  not  known  about  other  Gobrecht  dollars,  although  studies 
are  ongoing.  Particularly  perplexing  is  the  seeming  fact  that  no  original  1836  pattern 
silver  dollars  are  known  of  the  variety  with  C.  GOBRECHT.  F  between  the  date  and 
the  base;  all  known  seem  to  be  restrikes.  Also,  no  confirmed  choice  Proof  original 
circulation  strike  of  the  year  1839  has  been  seen. 

For  purposes  of  die  study,  some  notes  are  given  concerning  the  specimen  oftcrcd 
here,  which  is  sufficiently  sharp  that  even  the  minutest  details  can  be  discerned.  In 
the  date  there  is  a  merest  wisp  of  a  repunching  at  the  lower  outside  right.  The  inscrip¬ 
tion  C.  GOBRECHT.  F  on  the  base  has  a  period  after  GOBRECHT  as  do  all,  we 
and  other  cataloguers  have  often  omitted  this.  The  word  LIBERTY  on  the  shield  is 
raised  as  on  all,  an  interesting  feature  as  on  later  issues  it  is  incused.  Opposite  the  ex¬ 
treme  lower  right  of  the  base  of  Miss  Liberty,  where  it  is  closest  to  a  dentil,  there  are 
two  raised  minute  die  lines  extending  upward  into  the  field.  Also,  the  narrow  open¬ 
ing  at  that  point  is  not  fully  polished  in  the  dies. 

On  the  reverse  there  is  a  prominent  ridge  in  the  field  above  the  eagle's  wing  in  the 
background,  touching  the  eagle’s  wing,  extending  to  the  left,  in  the  area  below  the 
stars  and  far  below  E  (STATES).  There  is  not  even  the  slightest  hint  ot  a  die  crack 
among  the  letters,  as  seen  on  certain  restrikes.  To  the  left  of  A  (DOI  EAR)  and  slant 
ing  slightly  downward  is  a  minute  raised  die  line. 
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Original  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 


Name  on  Base 


368  1836  Gobrecht.  P-65,  J-60,  Original.  Proof-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray 

obverse  with  intermingled  brown  and  pale  gold  toning.  The  reverse  is 
mostly  golden  brown  with  peripheral  blue  and  green.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample.  Although  both  obverse  and  reverse  have  scattered  surface 
marks  and  a  few  minor  rim  bruises,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  of 
the  serious  damage  so  often  encountered.  This  is  Die  Alignment  I, 
with  the  eagle  flying  upward  when  turned  on  the  horizontal  axis. 
Therefore,  Liberty’s  head  is  opposite  DOL  of  DOLLAR. 

Die  Alignment  I. 

Important  Proof  1838  Gobrecht  Dollar 

From  the  Menjou  Collection 


369  1838  Gobrecht.  P-93,  J-84,  Restrike.  Rarity-5+.  Proof-62  (PCGS). 

This  is  a  glorious  Proof  example,  deeply  toned  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  The  obverse  is  mostly  steel  with  splashes  of  iridescent  toning. 
The  reverse  is  bright  blue  with  hints  of  amber.  Purchased  from  the 
Menjou  sale  and  in  the  same  collection  for  the  past  52  years!  In  1950, 
Abe  Kosoff  described  this  as  “A  beautiful  proof  with  milled  edge  and 
no  stars  on  reverse.”  This  is  Die  Alignment  III  with  the  head  of  Lib¬ 
erty  opposite  ONE.  These  examples  are  considered  restrikes,  prob¬ 
ably  minted  in  the  late  1850s. 

Die  Alignment  III. 

From  Numismatic  Gallery’s  sale  of  the  Menjou  Collection,  June  1950, 
Lot  2081. 
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Choice  Proof  1839  Gobrecht  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1839  Gobrecht.  P-116,  J- 1 04,  Restrike.  Rarity-3.  Proof-63 
(PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely  choice  Proof  example  with  deeply  reflective 
obverse  fields  and  subdued  reverse  mirrors.  The  obverse  has  consider¬ 
able  light  silver  intermingled  with  golden  brown,  pale  blue,  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  The  reverse  is  primarily  golden  brown  with  hints  of 
light  blue  along  the  borders.  A  few  very  minor  blemishes  are  noted. 

This  example  is  Die  Alignment  IV  with  head  of  Liberty  opposite 
OF  A.  These  are  considered  restrikes  and  were  most  likely  produced 
in  the  late  1850s,  probably  1859.  Our  consignor  noted  this  was  from 
Stack’s  sale  of  the  Anderson-Dupont  Collection,  November  1954, 
Lot  2514,  however,  the  coin  does  not  appear  to  match  the  plate  in 
that  catalogue. 

Die  Alignment  IV. 


96 


BOWERS  AND  Ml  RENA  GA1 1  ERIE 


The  Rarities  Saee 


Choice  Mint  State  1844  Dollar 

Incredible  Quality 


1 37 1  1844  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  splendid  Mint  State  specimen,  somewhat 

prooflike,  with  medium  golden  toning  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Im¬ 
portant  and  interesting  as  the  Quad  Stripes  variety,  as  seen  on  all  cir¬ 
culating  examples  of  1844  (but  not  Proofs),  with  each  vertical  ele¬ 
ment  in  the  shield  being  made  up  of  four  stripes  rather  than  just 
three.  The  reason  is  from  die  doubling. 

I  he  1 844  has  been  long  recognized  as  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
series.  By  far  the  vast  majority  of  pieces  show  signs  of  wear.  The 
present  coin  is  truly  exceptional  and  very  beautiful,  and  we  expect 
that  a  lot  of  attention  will  be  paid  to  it  as  it  is  being  sold. 


Mint  State  1847  Silver  Dollar 


1372  1847  MS-62.  A  most  attractive  Mint  State  example  with  mottled  iri¬ 

descent  obverse  and  light  gold  reverse.  When  submitted  for  grading, 
this  coin  was  labeled  “questionable  color,”  however,  we  feel  that  this 
example  has  a  natural  appearance.  Both  obverse  and  especially  the 
reverse  have  reflective  fields. 
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AmericanNumismatic 

Begin  Planning  now 


for  your  consignment  to  the  most  prestigious  auction  sale  of  the  year! 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  proud  to  announce  its  selection 
as  the  official  auctioneerofthe  2003  ANAConvention  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Call  Rick  Bagg  or  John  Pack  today  at  800-458-4646  to  learn  more 
about  how  you  can  include  your  rare  coins  and  paper  money  in  this 
important  event. 


Proof  1851  Restrike  Silver  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

373  1851  Restrike.  Centered  Date.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  This  pleasing 

Proof  example  has  extremely  sharp  design  definition  with  mottled 
silver  and  iridescent  toning  on  the  obverse,  fhe  reverse  has  lighter  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces  with  pale  gold  and  light  blue  peripheral  toning.  A  few 
very  light  hairlines  and  other  imperfections  are  noted,  keeping  this 
from  the  choice  category.  Aside  from  the  1 866  No  Motto,  the  almost 
noncollectible  1870-S  issue,  and  the  nonexistent  1873-S  Liberty 
Seated  dollar,  the  issues  of  1851  and  1852  are  the  rarest  of  all  Liberty 
Seated  dollars.  The  present  opportunity  to  acquire  both  of  these 
dates  is  extremely  important  and  should  not  be  missed. 

Inspection  of  the  minute  details,  including  the  border,  suggests  to  us  that  this  ex¬ 
ample  was  actually  triple  struck.  Examination  of  additional  examples  may  yield  fur¬ 
ther  clues  regarding  the  history  of  these  coins. 
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Important  1852  Silver  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

374  1832  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  intriguing  example  with  right  obverse  and 

reverse  mostly  brilliant.  The  left  obverse  has  steel  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  while  the  left  reverse  is  dark  rose  and  pale  blue.  The  surfaces  are 
very  pleasing  with  only  a  few  minor  hairlines  and  other  very  slight 
imperfections.  This  is  an  extremely  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist.  We  believe  that  this  was  struck  in  or  about  1852  as  a  circu¬ 
lation  strike. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  die  characteristics  all  match  Walter  Breen’s  notes  as  pub¬ 
lished  in  our  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia.  Most  distinctive  are  the  extensions  of  the  ver¬ 
tical  shield  lines  on  the  reverse,  up  into  the  horizontal  cross  bars  and  below  the  shield 
border  as  well. 


Desirable  1854  Silver  Dollar 


375  1854  AU-58.  Pearl  gray  and  golden  brown  toning  are  intermingled 

over  satiny  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck  without  weakness  on  any  design 
elements.  All  stars  are  quite  well  defined.  Liberty’s  head  details  are 
nearly  complete.  The  reverse  has  full  feather  and  claw  details  as  well  as 
the  minute  details  of  leaves  and  arrowheads.  Just  33,140  coins  were 
minted  with  very  few  survivors,  especially  in  higher  grades.  This  is  an 
important  opportunity  for  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  specialist. 

An  early  die  state  with  the  base  of  digit  4  sharply  doubled. 

Proof-Only  1858  Seated  Dollar 


376  1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  deep  golden 

brown  toning  intermingled  with  bright  silver.  Splashes  of  light  blue 
and  lilac  follow  the  borders  on  either  side.  The  fields  are  nicely  mir¬ 
rored  with  light  cameo  contrast.  This  issue  was  only  struck  in  Proof 
format  with  the  specific  mintage  unknown.  For  many  years,  the  fig¬ 
ure  of  80  coins  was  published  and  believed  the  actual  number,  how¬ 
ever,  today  we  believe  that  at  least  100  examples  are  still  known,  per¬ 
haps  as  many  as  150.  The  original  mintage  may  have  been  in  the 
range  of  200  to  300  coins. 

More  numismatic  research  and  discovery  has  occurred  in  the  last 
20  years  than  ever  before,  yet  we  still  are  just  beginning  to  find  an¬ 
swers  to  many  long-standing  questions. 


377  1859-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example  with  satiny  silvcn 

lustre  and  full  brilliance.  Wisps  of  very  light  gold  toning  along  the  bor¬ 
ders  add  to  the  eye  appeal  of  this  lovely  example.  An  ideal  candidate  fon 
the  date  or  type  collector.  This  example  is  very  typical  of  many  similau 
coins  on  the  market,  coming  from  the  Treasury  release  of  the  1960s. 
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[378  1860-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  example  with  brilliant, 

frosty  lustre  and  minimal  surface  marks,  typical  of  the  grade.  This 
example  is  undoubtedly  from  the  1960  era  Treasury  release  that  in¬ 
cluded  a  number  of  1859-0  and  1860-0  silver  dollars,  along  with 
countless  Morgan  dollars. 


Choice  Proof  1861  Silver  Dollar 


'379  1861  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  intermingled  golden 

brown  and  bright  silver  obverse.  The  reverse  is  mostly  deep  gold  with 
splashes  and  wisps  of  blue  and  lilac.  This  is  an  important  issue  pro¬ 
duced  early  in  the  Civil  War  era,  a  time  when  much  hoarding  of  pre¬ 
cious  metal  took  place.  Proofs  generally  survived  at  a  higher  rate  than 
did  circulation  issues,  as  the  latter  were  generally  ignored  by  collec¬ 
tors.  Today,  however,  any  of  these  coins,  regardless  of  format,  are 
highly  desired. 


Choice  Toned  Proof  1862  Silver  Dollar 


380  1862  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  dark  golden  brown, 

deep  blue,  and  iridescent  toning.  The  fields  are  deeply  reflective  with 
fully  detailed  and  lustrous  devices.  Although  not  immediately  appar¬ 
ent  as  a  cameo  Proof,  this  has  such  attributes  hidden  beneath  the  ton¬ 
ing.  A  desirable  example  for  date  collectors,  considering  the  rarity  of 
Mint  State  examples. 


Gem  1863  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

381  1863  Proof-65  (NGC).  Intense  steel  gray  surfaces  with  splashes  of 

magenta  and  blue,  the  last  particularly  evident  on  the  reverse.  An 
important  date  in  Proof  format  and  also  in  related  circulation  strikes, 
adding  up  to  double  desirability. 
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Choice  Proof  1866  Silver  Dollar 

Reverse  With  Motto 


382  1863  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Reflective  mirrored  fields  are  hidden  by 

deep  steel  and  pale  green  toning.  The  reverse  has  considerable  lilac 
and  blue.  Sharply  struck  and  highly  attractive.  Just  460  Proofs  were 
minted  with  most  or  all  distributed  to  collectors  in  the  northern 
states.  At  the  time,  most  collectors  were  concentrated  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Boston.  Of  course,  this  seems  reasonable  given  the 
high  concentration  oi  people  in  these  locations  as  well. 

The  reverse  die  has  the  rightmost  line  of  the  left  vertical  stripe  extended  upward  to 
the  fifth  crossbar,  a  quick  diagnostic  for  one  of  two  dies  used  to  produce  Proofs  from 
this  year. 


384  1866  Motto.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  second  lovely  example  of  this 

date,  and  from  the  same  dies  as  the  preceding.  Both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  have  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  lustrous  devices.  The  obverse 
has  deep  orange  toning  on  Miss  Liberty  with  blue  and  lilac  in  the 
fields.  The  reverse  is  mostly  pale  gold,  lilac,  and  bright  blue.  A  de¬ 
lightful  example.  Bid  strongly  if  you  missed  the  lot  above. 


Choice  Proof  1868  Dollar 


Gem  Proof  1866  Silver  Dollar 

Reverse  With  Motto 


383  1866  Motto.  Proof-63  (NGC).  An  exceptional  gem  Proof  example 

with  grayish  brown  toning  on  the  obverse  and  pale  gold  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  This  gem  is  very  sharply  struck  with  every  detail  boldly  de¬ 
fined.  I  his  is  the  second  of  three  Proof  varieties  recorded  in  our  Sil¬ 
ver  Dollar  Encyclopedia.  We  would  be  delighted  if  someone  could  ex¬ 
plain  why  three  different  die  marriages  were  required  to  produce  725 
Proof  examples  of  this  date.  Of  course,  we  would  also  like  to  know 
why  three  different  varieties  of  Proof  1864-L  Indian  cents  are  known. 
In  the  case  of  this  dollar,  perhaps  the  answer  is  related  to  three  differ¬ 
ent  periods  in  which  these  were  struck.  600  examples  were  minted 
from  January  17  through  March  5;  100  more  from  June  1 1  to  July 
25;  and  the  remaining  25  coins  on  September  17. 


385  1868  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen  with  delicate  heather 

toning  changing  to  blue  at  the  borders.  Definitely  a  high  end  piece, 
one  that  tests  the  upper  limits  of  the  Proof-64  numerical  designation 
and  could  probably  be  called  Proof-65  without  fear  of  contradiction. 
Moreover,  grading  numbers  are  one  thing  and  quality  can  be  some¬ 
thing  else  entirely.  The  present  piece  has  a  great  deal  of  quality. 


Choice  Mint  State  1871  Liberty  Seated  $1 


386  1871  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  dollar  with  strong  eye! 

appeal  for  the  grade.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  graces  the  highi 
points.  Nicely  struck  save  for  a  few  of  the  obverse  stars.  Libertyi 
Seated  dollars  are,  across  the  board,  rare  in  MS-64  or  finer — and  thatl 
goes  for  the  supposedly  “common  issues  such  as  the  present  coin!  Ini 
fact,  PCGS  has  certified  only  a  half  dozen  examples  of  the  date  at  ai 
finer  grade.  A  splendid  opportunity  for  any  and  all. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  6  finer  (MS-66  finest). 
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387  1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  gem  example  with 

sharp  design  features  and  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre.  The  doubled 
tailfeathers  of  this  example  are  remarkably  well  defined  with  four 
complete  feather  tips  visible  beneath. 

We  prefer  the  doubled  tailfeathers  description  to  the  old  “seven  over  eight 
tailfeathers”  identification.  Examples  are  known  with  varying  numbers  of  feather 
tips  visible  beneath  the  final  seven  tailfeathers. 


Satiny  Mint  State  1879  Dollar 

Gem  MS-66 


388  1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  silky  smooth,  satiny  surfaces — 

superb! 


Frosty  1879-CC  $1 

Large  CC  Over  Small  CC 


389  1879-CC  Large  CC  Over  Small  CC.  MS-61.  Bright  and  lustrous 

with  an  abundance  of  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  One  of  the 
scarcest  and  most  popular  Morgan  dollar  issues  from  the  Carson 
City  Mint.  Often  referred  to  in  the  past  as  the  “Capped  Die"  variety, 
research  by  our  own  Dave  Bowers  has  since  garnered  a  new  sobriquet 
for  the  variety,  the  Large  CC  over  Small  CC  variety.  Regardless  of 
what  name  it  goes  by  on  your  want  list,  it  is  here  now,  front  and  cen¬ 
ter,  for  your  bidding  pleasure.  We  are  certain  you  will  enjoy  this  at¬ 
tractive  Mint  State  dainty,  so  please  bid  accordingly. 


Prooflike  1879-0  Morgan  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

390  1879-0  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  deep  prooflike  surfaces 

as  indicated.  Some  contact  marks  here  and  there  as  typical  for  the 
grade.  Fairly  well  struck  with  excellent  detail  except  on  a  few  hair 
strands  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear.  At  this  level  relatively  few  exist,  and 
we  expect  that  the  present  coin  will  attract  wide  bidding  competition. 
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391  1880  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  delicate  champagne 

toning,  and  with  as  lovely  of  a  frosted  cameo  portrait  as  one  could 
ever  hope  to  see  (but  apparently  certified  before  the  term  “cameo” 
came  into  wide  use,  initiated  we  think  by  NGC,  then  picked  up  by 
others).  A  little  treasure  in  its  own  right,  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
surviving  from  the  limited  Proof  mintage  of  this  year. 

Gem  Deep  Prooflike  1880  Dollar 


392  1 880  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  An  exceptional  gem  example  with  deeply 
mirrored  fields  and  brilliant  silver  lustre.  This  is  quite  sharply  struck 
and  exhibits  considerable  aesthetic  appeal.  Very  few  gem  quality  deep 
prooflike  examples  survive  today,  mostly  from  a  hoard  dispersed  in 
1971. 

NGC  DPL  Census:  11;  1  finer  (MS-66  DPL). 

393  1880  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Lovely  gold  and  iridescent  toning  over  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  Not  rare,  but  certainly  attractive  to  gaze  upon. 

394  1880-CC  80  Over  79,  2nd  Reverse.  MS-64.  Satiny  lustrous  surfaces 
(rather  than  “deep”  frost).  Delicate  toning.  The  reverse  is  of  the  style  of 
1878  with  flat  breast  to  the  eagle.  An  interesting  and  popular  variety. 

395  1880-CC  8  Over  High  7,  3rd  Reverse.  MS-64.  Lustrous  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning.  Modified  reverse.  A  dandy  example  of  this  ever 
popular  Carson  City  issue. 


396  1880-S  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant,  nicely  struck,  with  satiny  surfaces 

and  with  enough  eye  appeal  for  two  coins! 

Although  the  1880-S  is  as  common  as  all  get  out  in  lower  Mint 
State  levels  such  as  MS-60  to  MS-63,  in  an  “ultra  grade”  such  as  this, 
examples  are  seen  only  at  widely  separated  intervals. 


Attractive  Proof  1885  Dollar 


397  1885  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  deep  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  attractive  example  which  could  probably  just  as  easily  be 
called  Proof-65.  If  you  are  examining  the  lots  prior  to  the  sale,  check 
it  our  for  yourself  and  make  your  own  determination.  In  any  event, 
the  piece  is  a  treat  to  the  eye. 

398  1885-CC  MS-64  PL.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Quite  possibly  as  nice 
as  the  day  it  was  made.  What  else  need  be  said? 


399  1887  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  cameo  example  with 

deeply  mirrored  fields  and  lustrous  devices.  At  first  glance,  this  gem 
has  the  appearance  of  a  Proof  striking.  Wisps  of  very  light  toning  on 
the  obverse  with  a  crescent  ol  deeper  blue  along  the  northwest  reverse 
border.  A  sharply  struck  gem.  Although  not  a  rarity  in  DMPL  qual¬ 
ity,  most  survivors  are  from  a  hoard  of  similar  coins  located  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  in  the  late  1970s. 

PCGS  Population:  28,  none  finer. 

From  the  Jack  Lee  Collection. 
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Mint  State  1889-CC  Dollar 

Key  Carson  City  Issue 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Gem  Mint  State  1888-S  Morgan  Dollar 


iOO  1888-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  gem  quality  example  and  quite  elusive  as 
such.  This  is  one  of  very  few  Morgan  dollar  issues  with  a  mintage 
below  one  million  coins.  Very  sharply  struck  with  exceptional  lustre 
and  eye  appeal.  Most  examples  of  this  issue  were  released  in  the 
1940s  and  1950s  with  very  few  additional  examples  reaching  the 
market  during  the  Treasury  release  of  the  1 960s. 


rf.ai.izf.  the  Best  possible  Price  for 
your  Rare  Coins  or  Collection 


Over  the  years  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  has  sold  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  worth  of  coins,  paper  money,  and  other  numis¬ 
matic  items  for  tens  of  thousands  of  consignors.  Consigning  is  easy. 
[Simply  call  John  Pack  or  Rick  Bagg  in  our  auction  department,  800- 
458-464 6,  to  reserve  a  place  for  your  individual  rare  coins  or  entire 
collection.  We  will  then  take  care  of  everything,  including  advertis¬ 
ing,  insurance,  expert  grading,  authoritative  cataloguing  and  pre¬ 
sentation  ofyour  material  in  the  award-winning  Bowers  and  Merena 
Grand  Format  style.  We  can  even  offer  an  immediate  cash  advance 
once  your  consignment  has  been  received. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

401  1889-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  with  great  eye 

appeal.  Although  this  piece  is  certified  as  “only”  MS-63,  we  believe 
that  it  is  fully  as  fine  as  pieces  called  MS-64,  and  certainly,  if  any¬ 
thing,  it  is  worthy  of  a  “high  end”  MS-63  bid.  Indeed,  the  more  we 
look  at  this  coin  the  more  excited  we  become,  as  it  has  a  great  deal  of 
life,  a  personality  all  its  own.  If  you  are  forming  a  high-grade  set  of 
Morgan  dollars  and  if  you  can  take  this  one  away  at  anything  near  a 
standard  MS-63  price,  we  congratulate  you  in  advance  on  your  per¬ 
spicacity. 

Of  all  Morgan  dollars  struck  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  from  1878 
through  1893,  the  1889-CC  is  far  and  away  the  rarest.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  attractive  we  have  ever  ha  ndled. 
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403  1890  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  deeply  re¬ 

flective  fields  and  nicely  frosted  central  devices.  Choice  eye  appeal. 
What  marks  are  present  are  mostly  in  non-focal  areas,  and  Liberty’s 
cheek  shows  only  a  minimum  of  abrasions.  Scarcely  found  much 
finer — with  or  without  deep  mirrors.  Indeed,  PCGS  has  certified  no 
examples  of  this  issue  above  the  MS-65  level.  A  specimen  that  will 
excite  an  advanced  Morgan  dollar  enthusiast  or  quality-conscious 
connoisseur. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

Gem  Quality  1891-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


406  1893-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  with  very  at¬ 

tractive  lustre.  Delicate  toning.  A  very  attractive  example  of  an  issue 
which  usually  comes  severely  bagmarked.  The  present  piece  stands 
proud  among  coins  graded  MS-63  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
seen  so  designated. 

Finding  a  truly  choice  1 893-CC  is  not  an  easy  task,  even  if  one  has 
a  bank  account  to  support  the  search.  We  respectfully  suggest  that  if 
an  MS-63  piece  is  on  your  want  list  that  you  “Go  for  it!” 


Prooflike  1891-CC  Dollar 


Lustrous  and  Rare  1893-CC  $1 


Rare  1889-CC  Morgan  $1 


City  issues  prior  to  the  Treasury  release  of  the  1960s  and  later  G.S.A. 
sales  of  the  1970s.  Most  of  the  mintage  was  stored  in  San  Francisco) 
and  paid  out  at  face  value  from  the  mid  1920s  through  the  1950s. 
Today,  this  issue  is  considered  scarce  in  Mint  State  and  very  rare  in; 
gem  quality.  The  present  example  is  certainly  one  of  the  very  finest] 
survivors. 

NGC  Census:  6;  2  finer  (MS-68  finest). 


402  1889-CC  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  satiny  with  a  hint  of  pale  gold  at  the 

rims.  Remarkable  in  that  the  surfaces  are  frosty — this  date  is  found 
prooflike  far  more  often  than  not!  A  no-questions-asked  key  date 
that  is  high  on  the  want  list  of  most  Morgan  dollar  specialists.  The 
present  coin  is  decidedly  choice  for  the  grade,  and  free  of  all  but  a  few 
trivial  marks  and  blemishes.  The  appearance  here  of  this  attractive, 
lightly  circulated  specimen  spells  bidding  excitement  when  it  crosses 
the  auction  block! 

DMPL  Gem  1890  $1 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified 


405 


1891-CC  MS-65  PL.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  borders.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Some  contact  marks  here  and  there 
as  typical.  Quite  scarce  at  this  grade  level,  as  most  examples  of  1891- 
CC  are  significantly  lower  in  numerical  attribution. 


404  1 891-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  A  sensational  gem  example  with  fully  bril¬ 

liant  and  frosty  silver  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck  with  pristine  sur¬ 
faces.  I  his  particular  issue  was  one  of  the  most  available  of  all  Carson 
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Attractive  1893-S  $1  Rarity 

Choice  for  the  Grade 


407  1893-S  EF-40.  A  moderately  circulated  example  of  the  most  impor¬ 

tant  date  (excluding  the  Proof-only  1 895  rarity  of  course)  in  the  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar  series,  a  coin  that  is  eagerly  sought  in  all  grades.  Lustrous 
in  the  protected  areas,  with  a  splash  of  gold  here  and  there  at  the  rims. 
Free  of  all  but  a  few  trivial  marks,  the  present  coin  sets  the  standard 
for  1893-S  Morgan  dollars  at  the  assigned  grade  level.  A  coin  that 
will  do  any  Morgan  dollar  collection  justice. 

*08  1893-S  F- 1 5  (ANACS).  Light  gray  surfaces.  A  highly  collectible  and 

quite  popular  grade — offering  much  detail  on  the  coin’s  surface,  gen¬ 
erally  an  attractive  appearance,  and  the  possibility  of  a  relatively  low 
price,  into  low  four  figures.  This  is  the  key  mintmark  variety  among 
Morgan  dollars. 


i09  1898-0  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  surfaces.  Very  well 

struck.  An  "ultra  grade"  example  of  this  popular  New  Orleans  issue,  an 
ideal  candidate  for  someone  who  is  building  a  dazzling  quality  collection. 


Gem  1900-0/CC  Morgan  Dollar 


10  1900-0/CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  outstanding  frosty 

silver  lustre  and  sharp  design  elements.  A  few  trivial  surface  marks 
are  consistent  with  the  grade  opinion  of  this  important  coin.  I  he 
mintmark  elements  arc  quite  bold  with  the  previous  CC  very  clearly 
visible.  This  is  a  very  popular  variety,  first  discovered  by  Will  W.  Neil 
in  1928,  and  gaining  in  popularity  beginning  in  the  1950s. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1  finer  (MS-67). 


“Condition  Rarity  1901-S  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

4 1 1  1901-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  brown-gold  toning  over  satiny  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  few  scattered  marks  here  and  there  have  no  doubt 
been  taken  into  consideration  by  the  graders.  A  pleasing  example,  one 
of  the  finest  seen,  of  this  popular  San  Francisco  variety  from  the  first 
actual  year  of  the  20th  century.  The  vast  majority  of  extant  speci¬ 
mens  fall  below  this  numerical  designation. 

412  1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  gem  quality  example  with  frosty 
white  lustre.  The  surfaces  are  exceptional.  Gem  quality  examples  of 
this  issue  remain  elusive  today  with  most  lower  grade  coins  existing 
from  Treasury  releases. 
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Gem  Proof  1903  Morgan  Dollar 


413  1903  Proof-65.  Brilliant  and  very  attractive.  A  splendid  specimen  of 

this  issue. 

In  this  year  across  all  gold  and  silver  denominations  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty 
was  lightly  polished  in  the  die,  a  departure  from  the  standard  procedure. 


Scarce  1904-S  Morgan  $1 

Choice  Uncirculated 


414  1904-S  MS-63.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  reveal  a  modicum  of  pale 

champagne  toning.  An  attractive  example  of  a  date  that  becomes 
quite  scarce  in  Uncirculated,  and  downright  rare  when  choice  or 
gem.  The  present  piece  is  a  stray  mark  or  so  from  a  finer  grade,  as  one 
glance  will  attest.  A  touch  of  central  weakness  is  present,  not  an  un¬ 
usual  occurrence  for  the  date.  Bid  with  confidence  on  this  one;  you 
will  be  glad  you  did. 


“Chapman  Proof  ”  1921  Morgan  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

415  1921  Chapman.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  lilac  toning  with  some 

flecks  of  gray,  over  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces.  A  hybrid  between  a: 
deep  mirror  Proof  and  a  circulation  strike,  the  so-called  “Chapman 
Proof”  varieties,  popular  in  their  own  right,  are  from  dies  that  still 
show  some  preparation  lines.  Whether  or  not  these  actually  had  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  Henry  Chapman  is  a  moot  point.  So  long  as  every¬ 
one  believes  it,  why  argue? 

That  said,  the  striking  is  indeed  special,  and  the  detail  is  far  finer 
than  seen  on  a  typical  1921  Morgan  dollar,  most  of  which  are  indif¬ 
ferently  if  not  sloppily  struck,  and  which  have  poor  eye  appeal.  I  he: 
present  piece  is  splendid  to  gaze  upon  and  is  beautiful  in  every  re¬ 
gard.  No  doubt  the  advanced  collector  of  Morgan  dollars  will  bid  ac¬ 
cordingly. 
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Exceptional  1923  Peace  Dollar 


116  1923  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  specimen,  brilliant,  well 

struck,  and  with  satiny  lustre,  in  a  high  “ultra  grade”  seldom  seen  (al¬ 
though  lower  grade  pieces  are  common). 


Lovely  1923-D  Peace  Dollar 


il7  1923-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  satiny 
surfaces.  Bagmarks  at  a  minimum.  A  very  special  quality  specimen  of 
this  date. 


Elusive  1923-S  Peace  Dollar 


18  1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mottled  light  gray  and  golden  toning  over 

satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  Significantly  higher  grade  than  usually  seen 
and  quite  elusive  so  fine. 


419  1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  About  as  nice  as 
the  day  it  was  made,  we  might  think. 

420  1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces,  although 
with  some  marks  on  the  eagle,  a  scratch  above  the  last  digit  of  the 
date,  and  a  few  other  items  removing  this  from  consideration  by  the 
connoisseur.  However,  perhaps  these  are  made  up  for  by  some  other 
highly  interesting  characteristics,  namely  a  vast  area  of  raised  die 
preparation  lines  in  the  left  obverse  field,  among  which  are  hidden  a 
die  crack  or  two.  We  lingered  long  while  cataloguing  this  coin,  and  if 
we  were  collecting  Peace  dollars  we  would  acquire  if  for  this  aspect  of 
curiosity  alone,  even  if  we  already  had  a  nice  example. 

With  the  exception  of  our  own  catalogues,  the  subject  of  die  finish  lines  seems  to  be 
overlooked  in  numismatics.  And  yet,  they  furnish  an  interesting  study  on  their  own, 
and  vary  in  frequency  and  appearance  from  one  era  to  another. 


Memorable  1928-S  Dollar 


421  1928-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant  with  deep  lustre.  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Some  contact  marks  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  and  on  the  eagle 
on  the  reverse  may  be  from  the  original planchet,  not  from  contact 
with  other  coins,  although  in  the  latter  category  are  a  few  marks  at  PL 
(PLURIBUS).  A  nice  example  of  1928-S,  one  that  usually  comes  ex¬ 
tremely  heavily  bagmarked.  In  this  grade  this  is  a  key  to  the  series. 

422  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  toning  over  satiny  surfaces.  Some 
mottled  gold  and  gray.  Par  fewer  bagmarks  than  usually  seen  on  the 
1928-S. 
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Trade  Dollars 


Important  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar 
High  Condition  Census 
Perhaps  Finest  Known 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


423  1873-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray  surfaces  with  strong 

lustre  and  a  blush  of  rose  on  the  high  points.  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  trade  dollar  specialists,  especially  those  working  on  a  set  of 
the  finest  coins  currently  available;  this  one  fits  that  category  to  a 
“T.”  A  sharply  struck  coin  from  the  first  year  of  the  denomination, 
and  a  definite  numismatic  treasure  by  any  standards.  Rare  in  choice 
Uncirculated  despite  a  listed  mintage  figure  of  124,500  pieces.  Defi¬ 
nitely  of  Set  Registry  Quality,  as  only  one  other  collector  can  currently 
have  an  example  of  this  date  graded  MS-64  by  PCGS!  Why  not  bid 
liberally  and  join  that  “other”  collector  by  adding  this  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  example  of  the  date  to  your  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

The  following  is  from  the  Carson  Daily  Appeal  published  in  Carson  City,  Nevada, 
July  22,  1873: 

“The  new  dies  for  the  coinage  of  the  silver  trade  dollars  were  received  yesterday  by 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  and  will  be  put  on  the  press  today  for 

the  trial.  They  differ  somewhat  from  the  old  dollar  stamp _  8,000  will  be  coined 

with  the  new  dies  today.” 

This  was  followed  by  another  report  the  next  day: 

“THE  FIRST  TRADE  DOLLAR  ever  coined  west  of  Philadelphia  was  shown  to 
us  yesterday.  Superintendent  Hetrich  had  it  all  nicely  swathed  and  cuddled  in  a  bit  of 
tissue  paper.  It  is  by  far  the  most  beautiful  silver  coin  we  have  ever  seen  issued  from 
an  American  Mint — handsomest  we  ever  saw  of  any  make,  we  think.  It  looks  like  a 
beautiful  medal — the  Mademoiselle  Liberty  side  does.  She  is  just  near  enough  to  the 


scrawny  to  be  classical-like — pre-Raphaelite,  is  the  word,  to  be  technical.  She  seems 
to  have  rather  got  tired  of  that  ostentatious  bit  of  business-like  piety  of  our  coinage 
and  scratched  'In  God  We  Trust'  on  the  base  of  her  pedestal  of  emblematical  express 
packages  and  let  it  make  a  very  modest  and  different  showing  there.  Good  taste 
would  cause  its  entire  obliteration,  we  think.  Consider  the  baseness  to  which  a  coin 
may  be  put  at  the  hands  of  godless  people,  and  then  somewhat  intrusive  incongruity 
of  this  pious  label  becomes  apparent. 

“The  eagle,  on  the  side  which  we  should  say  was  'tail'  were  we  tossing  trade  dollars 
for  keeps,  is  by  all  odds  the  best  eagle  we  have  ever  seen  stamped  upon  any  of  our 
coins.  More  than  any  piece  of  money  of  Uncle  Sam’s  mintage  this  looks  free  from  an 
appearance  of  being  crowded.  In  most  of  the  others  the  eagle  is  too  big,  too  coarse, 
too  evident  and  lacking  in  artistic  proportions.  The  man  who  designed  the  dies  tor 
this  trade  dollar  is  an  artist.  We  have  always  felt  an  indescribable  sense  of  backward¬ 
ness  in  taking  any  of  the  more  clumsily  constructed  coins.  We  would  take  a  million 
of  these  and  never  experience  any  but  the  most  pleasurable  emotions! 

“U.S.  MINT — The  total  amount  of  mixed  bullion,  gold  and  silver,  received  yes¬ 
terday  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Carson  Mint,  was  2,385  pounds  sent  in  from 
mines  on  the  Comstock  Lode  for  melting  and  assay.  The  coiner  ran  through  the 
press  4,500  trade  dollars,  $2,580  of  which  were  paid  out  to  parties  who  had  depos¬ 
ited  with  the  Mint  silver  bullion  to  made  into  the  new  dollar  coin.  A  large  number  of 
quarters  were  also  coined,  making  the  coinage  of  silver  for  the  day  $9,500.  On  the 
same  day  the  Cashier  of  the  Mint  delivered  on  order  to  Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.,  Carson, 
21  unparted  bars  of  gold  and  silver  worth  the  sum  of  $65,634.02  to  be  sent  by  them 
to  the  Bank  of  London  and  San  Francisco  (Limited),  London,  England,  to  the  credit 
of  the  Crown  Point  Mine,  Gold  Hill,  Nevada.  The  Carson  City  Mint  is  the  first  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  to  coin  and  put  in  circulation  the  trade  dollar.” 
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Gorgeous  1875-S  Trade  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

124  1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  To  see  this  coin  is  to  love  it!  Even 

if  you  don’t  collect  trade  dollars,  check  it  out  at  the  auction  lot  view- 
'  ing,  and  see  what  we  mean. 

This  specimen  is  brilliant  with  delicate  satin  surfaces,  a  minimum 
of  bagmarks,  and  with  an  overall  quality  seldom  seen.  To  be  sure, 
there  are  some  marks  here  and  there,  including  a  hairline  scratch  on 
the  reverse  from  the  lowest  arrow  feather.  However,  such  can  be  over¬ 
looked  in  the  scheme  of  things. 

Two  different  hubs  were  utilized  for  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  during  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  trade  dollar.  Issues  of  1875  and  1876  are  the  transitional  coins  of  this  se¬ 
ries.  All  1875  trade  dollars  were  struck  from  the  Type  I  obverse  hub  with  both  re¬ 
verse  types  in  use.  Among  1 876  trade  dollars,  both  obverse  and  reverse  hub  types 
were  used. 


425  1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  with  slightly 

reflective  fields  and  brilliant  lustre.  1  his  is  a  sharply  struck  example 
with  very  faint  gold  and  iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse.  From  the 
first  hub  type  with  a  prominent  berry  beneath  the  eagle’s  claw. 


Gem  Proof  1877  Trade  Dollar 


426  1877  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 

ing.  A  splendid  example  of  a  key  issue  among  Proofs.  Far  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  than  the  later  Proof-only  dates  1878-1883. 

In  Proof  format  the  1877  trade  dollar  is  indeed  rare,  and  although 
the  mintage  figure  is  not  known  with  certainty  it  may  have  been  as 
few  as  510  pieces.  Today,  examples  are  encountered  here  and  there, 
where  you  find  them,  as  here. 


Proof  1877  Trade  Dollar 


427  1877  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  in  medium  gray  and  lilac 

hues,  fairly  evenly  over  the  Proof  surface — indicating  it  is  probably 
from  an  old-time  collection. 
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toned  Proof  1878  Trade  $1 


428  1878  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  coning  in  deep  olive  on  the  ob¬ 

verse,  while  the  reverse  exhibits  pale  blue,  violet,  and  bright  rose. 
Deeply  reflective  with  splendid  eye  appeal,  a  natural  delight.  Some 
very  subtle  hairlines  may  be  noted  under  scrutiny.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  the  issue,  the  first  of  the  Proof-only  trade  dollars  and  the  low¬ 
est  mintage  Proof-only  issue  besides  the  famed  1884  and  1885 
strikings. 

This  piece  and  several  of  the  Proof-only  trade  dollars  that  follow  show  similar  deep 
toning.  They  have  reposed  together  in  a  private  collection  that  has  not  been  added  to 
since  the  early  1950s  and  presumably  was  off  the  market  for  some  time  before.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  the  other  scarce  dollars  in  this  sale  come  from  the  same  dollar  collection,  in¬ 
cluding  the  1794,  1836,  1838,  1839,  1851,  1852,  and  1858  issues. 


UNCLE  SAM’S  DILEMMA. 

“  What’s  to  be  done  with  them 


Unforgettable  1878-S  Trade  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

429  1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  surfaces.  About  as  nice 

as  we  have  ever  seen.  A  few  tiny  marks  are  here  and  there,  satisfactory 
within  the  grade  interpretation,  but  overall  this  piece  is  a  dazzling 
superb  gem.  Somewhat  similar  to  what  we  said  about  the  1875-S  ear¬ 
lier,  even  if  you  do  not  collect  trade  dollars,  this  piece  is  of  command¬ 
ing  beauty  and  might  entice  you  to  bid! 
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Stunning  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 


Brilliant  Proof  1881  Trade  Dollar 


430  1879  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Th  is  spectacular  example  displays  deeply 

mirrored  obverse  and  reverse  fields  with  frosty  devices.  Very  faint  li¬ 
lac  toning  is  visible  on  either  side.  Just  a  few  faint  hairlines  are  noted 
on  this  near  gem.  A  Proof-only  issue  with  a  mintage  of  just  1,541 
coins. 

Beginning  in  1 878  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  continuing  to  the  end  of  the  se¬ 
ries,  only  Proof  examples  were  struck  for  collectors,  all  in  limited  quantities. 


1431  1879  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Rich  toning  in  shades  of  pewter  gray  and 

light  blue  on  the  obverse,  deeper  violet,  gold,  and  blue  on  the  reverse. 
A  lovely  specimen  despite  some  light  hairlines,  most  notably  on  the 
obverse.  A  fine-looking  example,  perfect  for  a  Proof  type  set. 


Choice  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 


432  1880  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflective  surfaces  exhibit  delightful 

mottled  toning  of  blue,  rose,  and  gold,  more  thoroughly  toned  on  the 
reverse  than  obverse.  The  eye  appeal  is  quite  nice.  Some  light  hair¬ 
lines  account  for  the  assigned  grade.  A  nice  choice  for  the  dollar  spe¬ 
cialist  or  type  collector. 


4 33  1881  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  quite  attractive.  A 

splendid  specimen  of  this  Proof-only  issue,  ever  popular  due  to  its  in- 
triguingly  low  mintage  figure. 


Lovely  Cameo  Proof  1881  Trade  $1 

Proof-Only,  Just  960  Struck 


434  1881  Proof-64.  “Gorgeous”  immediately  springs  to  mind  upon  first 

visual  encounter  with  this  beauty!  Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply 
mirrored  fields  form  an  intense  cameo  contrast,  with  Miss  Liberty 
seemingly  floating  on  a  shimmering  pool  of  incredibly  deep  depth. 
Brilliant  at  the  centers  with  deep  golden  highlights  at  the  rims.  One 
of  960  Proofs  of  the  date  struck.  A  date  that  is  often  seen  with  weak¬ 
ness  at  Liberty’s  head  and  on  the  eagle’s  legs  on  the  reverse,  but  not  so 
for  the  present  specimen.  The  strike  is  sharp  and  impressive,  with 
even  the  tiniest  of  design  details  crisp  and  forthcoming.  Gem  qual¬ 
ity?  The  present  coin  is  conservatively  graded  by  us,  and  a  case  could 
easily  be  made  for  its  gem  status.  To  see  this  Proof  1 88 1  trade  dollar 
is  to  love  it,  so  be  prepared  to  fall  in  love! 

Purchased  in  1965  at  a  Utah  coin  show  from  dealer  Norman  Schultz. 


435  1881  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Deep  pewter  gray  with  highlights  of  pale 

gold  and  deep  slate  blue.  Fields  show  much  pleasing  reflectivity, 
more  deep  on  the  reverse  than  obverse.  Some  scattered  hairlines  arc 
noted  under  magnification. 
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Gold  Dollars 


Choice  Toned  Proof  1882  Trade  $1 


436  1882  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  bright  blue  toning  dominates  the 

obverse,  while  the  reverse  exhibits  even  pale  rose  with  blue  peripher¬ 
ies.  The  fields  show  bold  reflectivity  with  a  bare  minimum  of  light 
hairlines.  Excellent  natural  eye  appeal,  a  simply  beautiful  specimen 
which  would  be  a  welcome  addition  to  any  collection. 


Choice  Proof  1883  Trade  $1 


437  1883  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Deep  pewter  gray  with  lively  rose,  gold,  and 

violet  highlights  on  deeply  reflective  surfaces.  The  toning  lends  a 
choice  visual  appeal  to  this  coin,  with  magnified  scrutiny  revealing 
some  light  hairlines  and  faint  abrasions  in  the  fields.  Attractive  for 
the  grade  and  worthy  of  inclusion  in  any  collection. 


Exceptional  1854  Type  II  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

438  1834  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  coin  exceptional  in  its  quality  and 

beauty,  with  the  fields  being  nearly  pristine,  save  for  a  few  marks  which 
might  be  found  on  an  MS-65  example.  The  striking  is  very  good,  in¬ 
deed  exceptional,  and  on  the  reverse  the  date  is  as  bold  as  can  be. 

Of  the  three  gold  dollar  design  types  1849-1834,  1854-1856,  and 
1856-1889,  the  Type  II  1854-1856  is  by  far  the  most  difficult  to  ob¬ 
tain  in  a  combination  of  choice  Mint  State  quality  and  sharp  strike. 
The  present  coin  answers  both  demands  and,  as  such,  is  a  very  excit¬ 
ing  coin  to  contemplate,  even  more  exciting  to  own! 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

439  1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Very  well  struck, 

with  bold  date,  this  being  an  element  of  desirability  adding  signifi¬ 
cantly  to  the  value,  in  our  opinion. 

Interesting  clash  marks  can  be  seen  under  magnification,  including  wreath  details 
in  the  obverse  field  and,  on  the  reverse,  the  outline  of  Miss  Liberty. 


Frosty  Mint  State  1855  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

440  1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with  satiny  lustre.  An  ex¬ 

ceptional  specimen  with  excellent  striking  on  the  obverse,  unusually 
so.  The  reverse  has  some  lightness,  scarcely  worth  mentioning,  at  the 
second  date  digit  which  is  still  fully  defined  and  with  lull  borders. 
Under  magnification  a  full  outline  of  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  can  be 
seen  within  the  wreath,  a  clash  mark  from  the  obverse.  Always  popu¬ 
lar  for  inclusion  in  type  sets. 
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Important  Condition  Census  1857-C  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

441  1857-C  AU-58  (PCGS).  Medium  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  some 

yellow  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  The  present  coin  is  in  the 
upper  1 0%  or  so  of  the  specimens  of  the  date  where  planchet  quality 
is  concerned;  the  strike  is  fairly  sharp  in  all  places,  and  the  planchet 
has  an  absolute  minimum  of  marks  and  very  little  waviness  (this  date 
is  notorious  for  faulty,  problem  planchets,  many  being  seen  with 
bends,  lightness  of  design,  and  other  problems  that  were  there  both 
before  and  after  striking).  A  Condition  Census  example  of  the  date; 
for  verification,  PCGS  has  certified  only  three  examples  at  a  finer 
grade,  the  finest  of  those  being  “just”  MS-61 .  A  nice  opportunity  for 
a  Charlotte  Mint  specialist  or  a  collector  looking  for  a  rare  date  from 
that  fabled  branch  mint. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  3  finer  (MS-61  finest). 


Choice  Proof  1860  Gold  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

142  1860  Proof-63  Cameo  (PCGS).  Pale  honey  gold  with  delightful 

mirror  fields  and  frosty  motifs.  A  rare  issue  in  Proof.  Of  the  154 
Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  it  is  thought  that  fewer  than  30  can  still  be 
accounted  for  today.  No  doubt  the  Civil  War  had  something  to  do 
with  the  scarcity  of  the  date;  many  Proofs  may  have  been  hoarded 
during  the  war,  then  perhaps  spent  just  after  the  war  when  the 
economy  was  weak  and  a  dollar  went  a  long  way,  especially  a  gold 
dollar.  A  grand  opportunity  for  an  advanced  gold  dollar  specialist. 


Choice  Cameo  Proof  1887  Gold  $1 

Among  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

*43  1887  Proof-63  Cameo  (PCGS).  Somewhat  satiny  reflective  fields 

and  frosty  honey  gold  devices  form  a  pleasing  cameo  contrast.  A  few 
light  hairlines  and  a  faint  copper  spot  are  seen  in  the  obverse  field, 
but  the  overall  appeal  is  still  strong  for  the  assigned  grade. 


Quarter  eagles 


Lustrous  1806/4  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

444  1806/4  Breen-6122,  B-l.  Rarity-4.  8X5  Stars.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Bright  greenish  yellow  gold  with  satiny  lustre  and  moderately 
abraded  surfaces.  Considerable  central  weakness  is  noted  on  both 
sides  with  light  adjustment  marks  at  center  of  the  reverse.  Despite  the 
surface  quality,  this  example  retains  a  high  degree  of  aesthetic  appeal. 
These  early  quarter  eagles  were  produced  in  very  limited  quantities 
.as  demand  for  gold  coinage  was  primarily  for  the  larger  denomina¬ 
tions. 

Two  die  varieties  of  1806  quarter  eagle  are  known,  both  overdates. 
This  1806/4  variety  is  more  plentiful  than  the  1806/5  issue.  Neither 
is  common. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

445  1807  Breen-6124,  B-l.  Rarity-3.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-58, 

obverse  harshly  cleaned.  Bright  yellow  gold  with  tinges  of  faint  or¬ 
ange  toning.  The  obverse  has  very  heavy  vertical  hairlines  while  the 
reverse  has  nearly  full  lustre.  Only  about  half  of  the  edge  reeding  is 
visible.  This  may  be  a  former  jewelry  piece  although  there  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  such. 
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Important  1808  Quarter  Eagle 

A  Single  Year  Type  Issue 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

446  1808  Breen-6125,  B-l.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  light 

greenish  yellow  gold  with  nearly  complete  lustre.  Light  abrasions  are 
visible  on  both  sides  with  hints  of  prooflike  fields.  This  example  is 
quite  sharply  struck  with  especially  bold  reverse  design  elements.  A 
few  of  the  obverse  stars  lack  definition. 

Just  2,710  examples  of  this  1808-dated  quarter  eagle  were  minted 
with  all  from  a  single  die  pair.  This  variety  represents  the  only  issue  of 
the  design  type  and  is  always  in  demand  for  date  and  type  collectors. 
As  a  variety,  this  issue  is  no  rarer  than  most  other  pre-1834  quarter 
eagles,  however,  the  additional  demand  keeps  prices  quite  high.  This 
design  was  prepared  by  John  Reich,  who  was  hired  by  the  Mint  as  an 
engraver  on  April  1 ,  1 807.  He  originated  the  now  popular  Capped 
Bust  design  of  silver  and  gold  coinage.  His  designs  first  appeared  on 
half  dollars  and  half  eagles  in  1807,  quarter  eagles  in  1808,  dimes  in 
1809,  quarters  in  1815,  and  half  dimes  in  1829. 


Mint  State  1825  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

44 7  1825  Breen-6128,  B-l.  Rarity-4.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  greenish 

yellow  gold  with  satiny  surfaces.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  light 
abrasions  consistent  with  the  grade.  This  is  a  highly  attractive  ex¬ 
ample.  Well  detailed  and  nicely  centered.  The  obverse  appears  to  be 
weak  at  first  glance,  however,  this  is  an  optical  illusion  due  to  the 
very  shallow  engraving  of  this  die.  The  reverse  is  boldly  defined.  Like 
all  other  issues  of  this  design  type,  and  nearly  all  quarter  eagles 
minted  prior  to  the  Classic  Head  design,  this  issue  is  quite  scarce  and 
is  from  a  very  low  mintage.  Just  4,434  quarter  eagles  were  minted  in 
1825  with  this  total  from  three  different  die  marriages. 

A  late  die  state  with  a  prominent  bisecting  crack  on  the  reverse  through  the  right 
arm  of  the  first  T  in  STATES,  eventually  reaching  the  right  side  of  the  large  digit  2 
in  the  denomination. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

448  1831  Breen-6134,  B-l.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  An  outstanding 

example  with  deep  yellow  gold  lustre  and  splashes  of  rose  toning. 
Very  few  surface  marks  are  noted,  those  present  being  consistent  withi 
the  grade.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  slightly  prooflike.  Like  alii 
other  quarter  eagles  of  the  era,  this  is  a  very  low-mintage  issue  with 
few  survivors.  Just  4,520  coins  were  minted  and  only  about  100  to 
1 50  examples  survive  today. 

NGC  Census:  13;  5  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

A  very  slight  disturbance  in  the  reverse  field  between  the  eagle’s  left  wing  up  to  the 
neck  appears  to  be  a  very  light  die  crack,  however,  may  be  a  planchet  lamination. 


Gem  Mint  State  1835  Quarter  Eagle 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
Rare  Die  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

449  1835  Breen-6141.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  with 

frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  rich  orange  toning,  especially  on  the 
obverse.  Slight  central  weakness  is  noted  on  both  sides,  typical  of 
nearly  all  examples  of  this  design  type.  Just  three  die  marriages  are 
known  for  the  quarter  eagles  of  1835,  from  a  recorded  mintage  oi 
131,402  coins.  Many  of  these  were  probably  dated  1834.  Clearly 
these  1835-dated  issues  are  much  scarcer  than  the  former  year. 
PCGS  and  NGC,  combined  and  in  all  grades,  have  certified  744 
quarter  eagles  dated  1834  and  just  218  dated  1835.  In  MS-65 
grades,  this  1835  issue  is  extremely  rare. 

Not  only  is  the  date  an  important  rarity  in  gem  condition,  but  this 
variety  is  extremely  elusive.  In  fact,  this  is  by  far  the  rarest  of  all  183"" 
quarter  eagle  varieties.  All  three  varieties  are  from  the  same  obverse 
die  with  identification  strictly  by  the  reverse.  This  issue  has  AME  o! 
AMERICA  closely  spaced  with  a  perfect  M.  A  second  variety  has 
AME  close  with  broken  M  missing  its  right  crossbar.  The  third  vari¬ 
ety  has  AM  very  widely  spaced. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 
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Mint  State  1837  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

AO  183^  Breen-6145.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  central  weakness  as  typically  encountered.  The  gold 
surfaces  display  a  hint  of  green.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  light 
surface  abrasions  consistent  with  the  grade.  This  is  a  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  and  quite  difficult  to  locate  in  choice  Mint  State  quality. 

The  obverse  has  a  crack  from  star  9  into  the  curls  at  back  of  Liberty’s  head. 


Splendid  1847-C  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

51  1847-C  MS-63  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  Some 

contact  marks,  particularly  in  the  lower  left  field,  are  consistent  with 
current  grade  interpretations. 

On  an  absolute  basis,  the  1847-C  can  be  considered  rare  in  Mint 
State.  However,  within  the  context  of  Charlotte  Mint  quarter  eagles 
this  is  the  variety  encountered  most  often,  with  perhaps  30  to  45 
known  totally.  For  a  reality  check,  consider  that  perhaps  100  to  200 
Mint  State  specimens  are  known  of  the  most  highly  prized  mintmark 
variety  in  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  series,  the  1893-S! 

The  mintage  of  the  1847-C  was  23,226  pieces,  of  which  perhaps 
200  to  300  survive  in  worn  grades  plus  the  Mint  State  pieces  noted 
earlier. 

— 


Mint  State  1847-C  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

45 2  1847-C  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow-orange  gold  surfaces.  Lustre  is 

somewhat  satiny,  rather  than  deeply  frosted.  A  few  flecks  are  noted  at 
the  lower  right  of  the  obverse  near  and  below  star  12.  The  striking  is 
about  typical  lor  1847-C,  somewhat  light  at  the  centers,  this  being 
most  evident  on  the  reverse. 

The  four-digit  date  logotype  used  on  coins  from  all  mints  was  too  large  to  com¬ 
fortably  fit  in  the  space  allotted.  On  the  present  coin,  the  upper  parts  of  the  first  and 
last  digits  pierce  the  neck  truncation  of  Miss  Liberty,  and  the  lower  left  serif  of  1 
comes  very  close  to  but  is  distinctly  separated  (under  magnification)  from  the  near¬ 
est  dentil. 

On  the  reverse  the  C  is  deeply  punched  into  the  die  partially  over  the  feather  and 
the  branch,  blending  in  with  it.  A  few  tiny  raised  “islands”  can  be  seen  under  close 
inspection,  including  one  below  the  numerator  of  the  fraction,  and  another  below 
the  right  upright  of  N  (UNITED). 


Elusive  1850-0  Quarter  Eagle 

An  Underrated  Rarity 


453  1850-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  much  mint 

brightness  in  the  recessed  areas.  A  fine  looking  specimen  despite 
some  inherent  striking  weakness  at  the  centers,  a  noticeable  earmark 
of  the  date  (and  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  general  from  the  era).  A 
much  scarcer  date  in  choice  AU  or  finer  than  its  mintage  of  84,000 
pieces  indicates.  Douglas  Winter  noted  that  this  date  is  “Probably  the 
most  underrated  New  Orleans  quarter  eagle  in  AU  and  higher 
grades.  ”  Definitely  worthy  of  strong  bidder  support  as  such. 


454  1857-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold.  Small  depression  in  field 

between  star  2  and  chin.  Fairly  well  struck,  and  of  excellent  overall 
appearance.  Significant  mint  lustre  remains  in  protected  areas,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  reverse. 


1  IS 
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Exceptional  1859-S  Quarter  Eagle 


455  1859-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  From  our  sale  of  the  Garrett  Collection  for 

The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  March  1980,  Lot  764,  there  de¬ 
scribed  as  AU-55.  A  lovely  specimen,  fairly  sharply  struck  (except  at 
the  lower  left  of  the  shield)  and  with  a  great  deal  of  eye  appeal. 

At  the  high  AU  level,  as  offered  here,  the  1859-S  is  indeed  elusive. 
Most  typically  the  quarter  eagle  of  this  issue  is  seen  in  EF  grade 
(about  median  for  auction  appearances).  When  David  W.  Akers  was 
preparing  the  manuscript  for  his  1975  book  he  noted  that  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  seven  years,  only  one  coin  better  than  EF  had  appeared  at  auc¬ 
tion.  Today,  in  2002,  the  hobby  is  a  bit  more  liberal  in  grading,  but 
even  so  an  AU  piece  such  as  this  remains  rare. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Garrett  Collection  Part  II,  March  1980 ,  Lot  764. 
Previously  from  the  Wilharm  Collection. 


Gem  Mint  State  1878  $2.50 


456  1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow-orange  surfaces.  Some  marks  in 

front  of  the  forehead  were  no  doubt  considered  when  assigning  the 
numerical  grade.  The  reverse  is  virtually  perfect.  Sharply  struck  and 
quite  pleasing  overall,  and  among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date 
graded  by  PCGS  as  well. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


457  1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive,  somewhat  prooflike. 

Light  toning  areas  above  the  eagle  on  the  reverse.  Very  well  struck.  A 
nice  example  of  the  assigned  grade. 


458  1901  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  popular  date. 


Choice  Proof  1902  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


459  1 902  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  warm  yellow-orange  gold.  A  lovely 

specimen  which  has  fewer  hairlines  than  one  might  expect  on  a 
Proof-64  coin,  thus  meriting  a  “high-end”  designation  in  our  opin¬ 


ion.  Only  193  were  struck,  and  of  these  a  number  have  disappeared 
and  even  more  have  been  mishandled  and  damaged.  An  excellem 
opportunity  for  an  advanced  gold  specialist,  or  for  someone  whc| 
would  simply  like  a  truly  memorable  coin  as  part  of  a  gold  type  set. 


Satiny  Gem  1905  $2.50 


460  1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  beauty.  Strong  lustre  graces  olive-: 

gold  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  and  pleasing  overall. 


461  1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Some  copper  toning  areas 


462 


463 


1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  orange  gold  gem  from 
the  final  year  of  the  design  type. 


1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  warm  yellow-orange  surfaces. 


464 


1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  some  splashes  of  iridescence 
An  appealing  coin. 


Key  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


465  191 1-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow-orange  gold  with  much  lustre. 

Boldly  defined  mintmark,  a  feature  not  present  on  all  examples.  M 
thoroughly  desirable  specimen  of  the  191 1-D  quarter  eagle,  the  key 
to  the  1908-1929  series,  and  in  special  demand  as  the  mintage  is  fai 
lower  than  any  of  the  others. 


466  191 1-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  of  this  popular  key 

date  in  the  series.  Intense  lustre  adorns  deep  honey  gold  surfacesi 
with  bursts  of  pink  iridescence  in  the  protected  areas.  D  mintmarW 
strong  and  legible. 


1 16 
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67  1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold. 

Superb  Gem  1913  $2.50  Proof 

Matte  Finish  Rarity 


1913  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Choice  even  deep  mustard  yellow  gold 
with  a  hint  of  blue  iridescence  on  the  reverse.  A  jewellike  delight  with 
pristine  surfaces  and  extraordinary  eye  appeal.  No  toning  spots  are 
present,  as  sometimes  seen  on  such  issues,  and  only  a  tiny  pinpoint  nick 
under  the  E  in  UNITED  is  noted  for  future  identification. 

Matte  Proof  gold,  as  a  species  unto  itself,  has  enjoyed  something  of 
a  renaissance  of  interest  in  recent  years,  this  after  being  largely  dis¬ 
dained  as  unattractive  to  collectors  around  the  time  of  issue.  Mint¬ 
ages  of  such  issues  were  tiny  (167  pieces,  in  the  case  of  this  issue),  and 
undoubtedly  fewer  of  these  larger  denomination  gold  Proof  coins 
survived  the  Depression  and  the  gold  melts  than  did  the  minor  Proof 
coins  of  the  period.  Today,  a  coin  of  this  quality  in  Matte  Proof  finish 
is  among  the  ultimate  showpieces  in  numismatics. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1  finer  (Proof-67). 


59  1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold  with  some  splashes 

of  orange. 


AmericanNumismatic 

ASSOCIATION 


BEGIN  PLANNING  NOW 


nr  your  consignment  to  the  most  prestigious  auction  sale  of  the  year! 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  proud  to  announce  its  selection 
;  the  official  auctioneer  of  the  2003  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore, 
laryland. 

Call  Rick  Baggorjohn  Pack  today  at  800-458-4646  to  learn  more 
)out  how  you  can  include  your  rare  coins  and  paper  money  in  this 
nportant  event. 


470 


471 


Incredible  Gem  Proof  1914  Quarter  Eagle 

Matte  Surfaces 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1914  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  Matte  surfaces  which  to  our  eye  rep¬ 
resent  virtual  perfection — this  piece  could  have  been  called  Proof-69, 
and  it  very  well  may  be  some  day! 

1  he  mintage  ol  the  1914  Matte  Proof,  years  ago  nearly  always 
called  Sand  Blast  Proof  and  not  Matte  Proof,  is  recorded  at  just  117 
pieces.  However,  either  this  figure  is  incorrect,  or  most  were  never 
sold,  or  most  have  become  lost,  for  today  the  1914  is  incredibly  rare. 
We  estimate  that  perhaps  25  to  35  exist  all  told,  few  of  which  can 
hold  a  candle  to  the  present  piece  in  terms  of  quality.  Moreover,  in 
gem  Mint  State  the  1914  Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  eagle  is  ex¬ 
tremely  rare,  and  thus  it  could  be  said  that  a  gem  Matte  Proof  such  as 
this  has  extra  desirability  reflected  upon  it. 

From  any  aspect,  from  any  consideration,  the  present  coin  is  no¬ 
table  in  the  annals  of  quarter  eagles,  and  we  expect  that  a  lot  of  bid¬ 
ding  interest  will  surround  it  as  it  crosses  the  block. 

Choice  Mint  State  1914  $2.50 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow-orange  with  some  hints  of 
iridescence.  A  nice  example  of  the  scarcest  (by  far)  Philadelphia  Mint 
quarter  eagle  of  the  design  type. 


472  1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Warm  orange  sur¬ 
faces  display  muted  yet  intense  lustre. 

473  1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow-orange  surfaces  show  hints  of 
iridescence. 


wi.K.s  and  Merena  galleries 
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Gem  1926  Quarter  Eagle 

Brilliant  and  Lustrous 


474  1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  “warm"  orange- 

gold  surfaces.  A  delightful  specimen  of  one  of  the  later  issues  of  this 
denomination,  a  date  that  is  seen  often  enough  in  grades  from  AU-55 
to  MS-62  or  MS-63,  but  not  easy  to  find  in  gem  MS-65  as  here  of¬ 
fered. 


The  Year  1926  in  History 

“Silent  Cal”  Coolidge  was  in  the  White  House,  and  prosperity  was  evident 
throughout  most  of  the  land.  The  “Roaring  Twenties”  era  was  in  lull  swing.  The 
Army  Air  Corps  was  established  on  July  2,  1926.  Later,  it  would  become  known  as 
the  United  States  Air  Force. 

A  hurricane  hit  Florida  and  neighboring  states  on  September  18,  killing  372 
people  and  causing  widespread  damage.  Rear  Admiral  Richard  Byrd  and  Floyd 
Bennett  made  the  first  successful  flight  over  the  North  Pole  on  May  9,  1926.  Robert 
H.  Goddard  successfully  launched  the  world  s  first  liquid-fueled  rocket  on  a  farm 
near  Auburn,  Massachusetts  on  March  16.  Several  airlines  were  founded,  including 
Varney  Airlines,  Western  Air  Express  Company  (later  Trans  World  Airlines),  and 
Northwest  Airways  Company  (later  Northwest  Airlines).  It  is  amazing  that  two  of 
these  names  are  still  recognizable  today  in  2002. 

Automobile  safety  glass  was  manufactured,  but  was  initially  expensive  at  $9  per 
square  foot.  The  Ford  Motor  Company  introduced  the  40-hour  work  week,  hoping 
to  restrict  overproduction  and  help  solve  its  business  problems.  The  B.F.  Goodrich 
Company  developed  a  synthetic  rubber. 

Jack  Dempsey  lost  the  world  heavyweight  boxing  title  to  James  Joseph  “Gene” 
Tunney  on  September  23.  The  Paramount  Theatre  opened  in  New  York  City  in  the 
39-story  Paramount  Building  on  Times  Square,  and  featured  a  four-manual,  36- 
rank  Wurlitzer  theatre  organ.  Years  later,  the  organ  was  sold  to  Richard  Simonton, 
Jr.,  ofToluca  Lake,  California.,  then  believe  it  or  not  to  QDB  (your  editor),  then  to 
the  city  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  where  parts  of  it  are  in  use  now  (the  console  was  de¬ 
stroyed  in  a  fire  there;  what  a  shame). 

Books  published  in  1926  included  William  Faulkner’s  Soldier’s  Pay  and  Carl 
Sandburg’s  Abraham  Lincoln  and  The  Prairie  Years.  The  Sandburg  study  was  and  still 
is  superb;  would  that  all  scholars  were  so  careful  and  wrote  so  well.  For  children, 
A.A.  Milne’s  Winnie-the-Pooh  and  Watty  Piper’s  The  Little  Engine  That  Could  were 
published.  Songs  popular  in  1 926  were  Bye  Bye  Blackbird,  If  I  Could  Be  With  You  One 
Hour  Tonight,  Charmin,  Muskrat  Ramble,  and  When  Day  Is  Done.  The  Book-of-the- 
Month  Club  was  established. 

Josef  Stalin  named  himself  dictator  of  Russia  in  1926,  beginning  a  27-year  reign  of 
terror  over  Russian  citizens  and  their  neighbors.  French  citizens  hoarded  gold  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  franc  being  pegged  at  20%  of  its  prewar  value  in  an  attempt  to  solve  the 
country’s  currency  problems.  The  process  somewhat  stabilized  the  currency  but  un¬ 
told  financial  assets  were  wiped  out. 

On  the  commemorative  coinage  scene,  half  dollars  and  $2.50  gold  coins  were  pro¬ 
duced  for  the  Sesquicentennial  Exposition  held  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  Oregon 
Trail  half  dollar  series  commenced  (and  would  extend  until  1939).  And,  relevant  to 
the  present  offering,  among  regular  coins  some  1926  quarter  eagles  were  minted. 
However,  few  people  thought  to  save  them,  and  today  the  commemoratives  are  more 
readily  found! 

Gem  Uncirculated  1927  Indian  $2.50 


475  1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  bright  orange  iridescence  grace 

satiny,  lustrous  surfaces.  A  true  gem  from  a  series  where  gems  are 
rare.  A  date  that  is  often  selected  for  inclusion  in  type  sets,  especially 
when  found  so  fine. 


Another  Gem  Uncirculated  1927  $2.50 


476 


477 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  second  satiny  beauty  with  splashes  of  deep 
orange  iridescence  on  highly  lustrous  and  frosty  surfaces.  There  is  na 
shortage  of  eye  appeal  here! 


1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  coin  for  the  grade,  as  choice  as 
choice  can  be.  Splashes  of  deep  orange  glide  smoothly  on  lustrous 
and  frosty  surfaces.  Appealing  is  the  operative  word  here. 


478 


1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rich  orange  iridescence  on  satiny,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  real  beauty  for  the  grade. 


479 


1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Yet  another  beautiful  MS-64  Indian  quartet 
eagle  with  deep  orange  toning  on  frosty,  lustrous  surfaces. 


480 


1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  And  another,  this  slightly  less  toned  but  nc 
less  enchanting. 


481 


482 


1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rich  orange  iridescence  glows  brightly  on  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces. 


1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Another  dazzling  beauty  for  the  grade,  richly 
toned  in  orange  and  violet. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1927  $2.50  Group 

483  A  quintette  of  1927  Indian  quarter  eagles,  all  certified  MS-64  h> 
PCGS.  All  are  highly  lustrous  honey  gold,  some  with  delightful  orange 
and  violet  toning  highlights.  A  nice  group  overall.  ( lotah  5  pieces) 


— 

Bowers  and  Merena  Gali  eri 
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Another  Uncirculated  1927  $2.50  Group 

[484  A  second  quintette  of  1927  Indian  quarter  eagles,  all  certified  MS- 
64  by  PCGS.  All  are  highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  delightful  or¬ 
ange  and  violet  toning  highlights.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


485  1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  surfaces  are  almost  three-di¬ 

mensional.  Not  rare,  but  certainly  beautiful! 

Three-Dollar  Gold  Pieces 


Scarce  1860  $3  Gold 

Mint  State 


488  1860  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold.  Contact  marks  on  both 

sides,  accounted  for  by  the  grade  designation. 

I  he  1860  $3,  of  which  only  7,036  circulation  strikes  were  minted, 
is  quite  elusive  in  any  and  all  states  of  preservation,  and  we  expect 
that  only  a  few  hundred  exist.  EF  and  AU  are  typical  grades.  At  the 
Mint  State  category  our  suggestion  is  that  fewer  than  50  different 
could  be  traced. 


Lustrous  1854  $3  Gold 

First  Year  of  Issue 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

486  1854  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  fairly  well  struck,  and  with  satiny 

lustre.  All  told,  a  delightful  example  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  $3 
gold  denomination.  Further,  this  is  the  only  date  in  the  series  with 
the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse  in  very  small  letters. 

The  present  piece  will  satisfy  your  request  for  a  truly  choice  piece 
for  inclusion  in  a  type  set.  Certainly,  among  pieces  graded  MS-63, 
you  would  be  hard  pressed  to  find  another  this  nice. 


Frosty  Uncirculated  1854  $3 


487  1 854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  delightful  lustre  and  a 

trace  of  deeper  toning  in  the  protected  areas.  Decidedly  choice  for  the 
grade,  especially  so  to  the  unaided  eye.  Another  pleasing  example  of 
this  one-year-only  design  type. 


Deeply  Lustrous  1878  $3 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

489  1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow-orange  gold.  Very  “deep”  lus¬ 

tre  as  is  characteristic  of  1878  (quite  different  from  the  satiny  lustre 
typically  seen  on  1854).  Nicely  struck  and  of  excellent  overall  ap¬ 
pearance.  A  splendid  specimen  for  type  set  consideration. 


Mint  State  1878  $3  Gold 


490  1878  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  Mint  State  example  with  satiny 

yellow  gold  lustre.  Sharply  struck  and  highly  attractive.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  for  the  date  or  type  collector.  This  issue  is  considered  a 
“common  date”  among  coins  of  this  denomination,  however,  none 
are  truly  common.  Considering  coins  of  all  denominations,  three- 
dollar  gold  pieces  are  among  the  most  elusive  of  all  coins  produced  by 
our  Mint. 


)WERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 
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Prooflike  1884  $3  Gold 

Only  1,000  Minted! 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Half  Eagles 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

491  1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  with  obverse  and 

reverse  highly  prooflike.  If  this  were  a  Morgan  dollar  it  would  be 
called  MS-64  DPL  or  DMPL! 

Only  1,000  examples  were  struck  of  the  1884  $3  gold,  certainly  a 
small  figure  from  any  viewpoint.  All  were  delivered  by  the  coiner  in  a 
single  lot,  December  13,  most  probably  for  the  holiday  demand.  To¬ 
day,  in  2002,  it  is  likely  that  no  more  than  1 00  exist,  of  which  we  es¬ 
timate  15  to  25  are  in  circulated  grades  and  50  to  75  in  Mint  State. 
Among  Mint  State  pieces,  surfaces  range  from  highly  lustrous  to 
somewhat  prooflike  (as  here). 

Although  we  have  collected  many  dozens  of  auction  citations  and 
have  studied  them  in  preparation  for  a  future  book,  we  pick  just  one 
at  the  moment  to  cite,  reflecting  as  it  does  a  specimen  similar  to  that 
now  offered — the  example  catalogued  by  Thomas  L.  Elder  in  the  Dr. 
Clifton  Wheeler  Collection,  June  1937,  Lot  2489:  “1884  brilliant 
Uncirculated.  Among  the  rarest  of  the  1880s.  Very  small  coinage. 
Like  a  Proof.” 


Lustrous  Gem  1888  $3  Gold 


High  Quality  1793  Half  Eagle 


Small  Eagle  Reverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

493  1795  Breen-6416,  B-6G.  Rarity-5.  Small  Eagle.  AU-58  (NGC). 

Bright  greenish  yellow  gold  with  very  faint  orange  toning.  Minor 
hairlines  are  visible  in  the  fields.  Other  abrasions  are  also  noted.  Most 
design  features  are  bold  and  the  fields  have  very  slight  prooflike  char¬ 
acteristics.  Although  this  die  variety  is  not  a  major  rarity,  it  is  difficult 
to  locate  as  are  all  1795  half  eagle  varieties. 

Several  tiny  die  chips  are  visible  on  either  side,  however,  no  die  cracks  or  other 
signs  of  die  use  are  noted. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

492  1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  satiny  gem,  without  a  whisper  of 

prooflike  surface.  A  delightful  specimen  exhibiting  excellent  quality 
of  strike  and  much  eye  appeal.  All  things  considered,  this  is  a  truly 
superb  example,  one  that  is  deserving  of  attention  from  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer. 


— 

BOWERS  AND  Ml  RENA  GAEL  ER1H 
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Lustrous  Mint  State  1798  $5 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

494  1798  Breen-6428,  B-2D.  Rarity-3.  Large  Eagle.  MS-61  (PCGS). 

Even  pale  yellow  gold  with  abundant  lustre,  especially  on  the  reverse. 
Softly  struck  at  centers,  as  typical  for  the  issue,  but  still  sharp  and 
well  detailed  overall.  An  attractive  specimen,  some  minor  handling 
marks  and  hairlines,  a  batch  of  thin  diagonal  scratches  noted  on  re¬ 
verse  shield.  The  hallmarks  of  the  variety  are  the  amorphous  die 
breaks  at  the  top  of  the  reverse,  here  present  in  similar  form  as  the 
Bass  coin  [Bass  II:  726,  a  MS-61  (PCGS)  coin]. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

495  1803/2  Breen-6441,  B-1B.  Rarity-5.  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Bright  yellow  gold  lustre  is  accented  by  traces  of  orange  toning  on  the 


highest  design  points  of  the  obverse.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  exhibit 
a  trace  of  green.  Very  faint  adjustment  marks  cross  the  center  of  the 
obverse.  A  few  minor  abrasions  are  visible.  This  is  a  sharply  struck 
example  with  considerable  eye  appeal. 

The  obverse  has  a  faint  die  crack  extending  left  and  right  from  the  top  of  R.  Oth¬ 
erwise  perfect.  The  reverse  has  a  bisecting  die  crack  from  E  of  STATES  down  to  the 
border  just  right  ofU  in  UNITED. 

Lustrous  1806  Half  Eagle 

Round  Top  6  in  Date 


496  1806  Breen-6448,  B-5E.  Rarity-3.  Round  Top  6.  AU-58.  Sharply 

struck  with  virtually  complete  yellow  gold  lustre.  Tinges  of  green  add 
to  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  this  example.  This  is  clearly  the  single  most 
common  die  marriage  of  the  type,  thus  is  a  logical  choice  for  date  and 
type  collectors.  An  important  opportunity.  A  few  very  minor  surface 
marks  are  present  on  both  obverse  and  reverse. 

Choice  Mint  State  1807  Half  Eagle 


Capped  Bust  Design  by  John  Reich 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


497  1807  Breen-6453,  B-5D.  Rarity-3.  Capped  Bust  left.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sharp  design  elements. 
Sharply  struck  with  full  borders  and  strong  central  details.  Very  slight 
peripheral  weakness  is  noted,  primarily  at  lower  reverse.  Very  faint  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  are  found  among  legend  letters  on  the  reverse. 

The  obverse  has  a  scalloped  point  on  star  13,  oriented  toward  the 
border.  This  is  believed  a  hallmark  of  John  Reich  engraved  dies.  This 
artist  joined  the  Mint  staff  in  1807,  with  this  coinage  issue  one  of  his 
very  first  projects. 

Light  clash  marks  arc  visible  on  the  obverse. 
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Lustrous  1811  Half  Eagle 


498  1811  Breen-6464,  B-1B.  Small  5.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-55, 

lightly  cleaned.  Light  yellow  gold  with  considerable  green  tint. 
Nearly  complete  lustre  is  evident  on  either  side.  The  surfaces  have 
trivial  marks  along  with  a  few  light  hairlines.  Still  attractive.  I  his  is  a 
sharply  struck  example. 

Purchased  from  Abe  Kosoffin  1964  at  the  Jack  Tar  coin  show  in  San 
Francisco,  according  to  our  consignor’s  notes. 


This  landmark  1876-CC 
half  eagle,  pedigreed  to  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  and 
graded  MS-65  (PCGS), 
realized  $138,000  when 
we  sold  it  in  our  July  2002 
Rarities  Sale. 


Realize  the  best  Possible  Price  for 
your  Rare  Coins  or  Collection 


Over  the  years  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  has  sold  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  worth  of  coins,  paper  money,  and  other  numis¬ 
matic  items  for  tens  of  thousands  of  consignors.  Consigning  is  easy. 
Simply  call  John  Pack  or  Rick  Bagg  in  our  auction  department,  800- 
458-4646,  to  reserve  a  place  for  your  individual  rare  coins  or  entire 
collection.  We  will  then  take  care  of  everything,  including  advertis¬ 
ing,  insurance,  expert  grading,  authoritative  cataloguing  and  pre¬ 
sentation  ofyour  material  in  the  award-winning  Bowers  and  Merena 
Grand  Format  style.  We  can  even  offer  an  immediate  cash  advance 
once  your  consignment  has  been  received. 

UPCOMING  BOWERS  AND  MERENA  AUCTIONS 

November  7-9, 2002  •  Baltimore,  Maryiand 
(in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention) 

JANUARY  7,  2003  •  ORLANDO,  FLORIDA  —  THE  RARITIES  SALE 
MARCH  6,  2003  •  KlNGSWOOD  GALLERIES  (Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 

march  13-15, 2003  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

(in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention) 

JUNE  5,  2003  *  KrNGSWOOD  GALLERIES  (Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 

JUNE  20-28,  2003  •  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 
(in  conjunction  with  the  MidAmenca  Coin  Expo) 


Mint  State  1813  Half  Eagle 


499  1813  Breen-6467,  B-1B.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  First  year  of  the 

Capped  Head  design,  a  modification  of  John  Reich’s  earlier  Capped 
Bust  design.  Lustrous  greenish  gold  with  attractive  surfaces.  This  ex¬ 
ample  is  sharply  struck  with  full  obverse  and  reverse  design  features. 
The  surfaces  are  moderately  abraded. 

Very  light  clash  marks  are  visible  within  the  vertical  shield  stripes  on  the  reverse. 


Choice  Mint  State  1830  $3 

Large  5D 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

500  1830  Breen-6491,  B-l.  Rarity-6.  Large  5D.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 

stunning  Mint  State  example  with  frosty  greenish  gold  lustre  and  at¬ 
tractive  orange  toning,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Very  sharply  struck 
with  sharp  peripheral  and  central  design  details.  This  is  an  extremely 
rare  issue  in  Mint  State,  especially  choice.  PCGS  has  only  graded  10 
coins  in  all  Mint  State  grades. 

This  is  the  only  obverse  die  known  for  the  date  with  very  slight 
doubling  visible  at  top  of  the  digit  0.  Two  different  reverse  dies  are 
known  with  large  or  small  denomination.  Although  the  recorded 
mintage  for  this  date  was  126,351  coins,  both  varieties  are  very  rare 
with  perhaps  only  100  or  so  examples  surviving  in  all  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

A  heavy  die  crack  extends  from  the  border  above  right  upright  of  N  through  the 
tops  of  ITE  to  the  border  above  upright  of  D.  A  branch  extends  upward  to  the  border 
over  the  space  between  IT.  It  is  almost  certain  that  this  crack  eventually  formed  a  full 
die  break  over  these  letters. 
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Important  1834  Capped  Head  $3 

Crosslet  4  in  Date 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

501  1834  Breen-6500,  B-I  3.  Rarity-6.  Capped  Head,  Crosslet  4.  MS- 

61  (NGC).  Brilliant  greenish  yellow  gold  with  satiny  lustre.  The  sur¬ 
faces  are  moderately  abraded  as  expected  for  the  grade.  Slight  weak¬ 
ness  is  noted  along  the  borders  and  peripheral  details,  especially 
among  the  stars  on  the  obverse.  This  is  a  very  rare  issue  with  just  14 
to  18  examples  surviving  according  to  Walter  Breen  in  his  Complete 
Encyclopedia.  Our  estimate  is  a  little  more  generous  with  close  to  30 
examples  known.  Regardless  of  which  figure  is  correct,  this  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  issue  of  importance  to  the  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  3;  3  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

A  light  die  crack  joins  stars  9  through  13.  The  reverse  has  a  light  die  crack  from 
right  top  of  M  in  AMERICA,  down  through  ERIC  to  base  of  final  A,  continuing 
through  D  and  very  faintly  to  5. 


Scarce  1834  Crosslet  4  $5 


502  1834  Breen-6503.  Crosslet  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Even  yellow  gold 

with  some  lustre  remaining  at  peripheries.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  this 
grade  level  with  only  the  expected  number  of  tiny  marks  and  light 
hairlines  —  nothing  serious  or  eye-catching.  This  is  a  very  scarce  type 
at  this  grade  level,  indeed,  as  of  our  sale  of  the  Bass  collection  we 
noted  only  one  Mint  State  specimen  passing  through  our  hands,  a 
coin  we  sold  in  1977.  This  pleasing  example  is  about  as  nice  as  a  col¬ 
lector  could  hope  for  and  deserves  strong  bidder  support. 


Choice  Mint  State  1837  Half  Eagle 

Large  Date  Obverse,  Small  5  Reverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

503  1837  Breen-6512.  Large  Date,  Small  5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  bril¬ 

liant  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre.  The  surfaces  have  a  few  trivial 
scattered  marks,  and  these  are  strictly  as  expected  for  this  grade  level. 
As  a  design  type,  Classic  Head  half  eagles  are  far  more  common  than 
their  predecessors,  however,  in  choice  and  gem  quality  are  still  quite 
rare.  This  date  is  much  more  difficult  to  locate  than  the  three  earlier 
years.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 


Incredible  1839-C  Half  Eagle 

Sharply  Struck  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

504  1839-C  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Well  struck  on 

obverse  and  reverse  with  excellent  detail  throughout.  Lustre  is  some¬ 
what  subdued  and  is  most  prominent  in  protected  areas. 

The  actual  mintage  of  the  1839-C  half  eagle  is  believed  to  have  been 
17,278  pieces.  Examples  delivered  before  June  17,  1839,  are  believed 
to  have  been  of  the  old  Classic  Head  style  and  dated  1 838-C. 

Of  the  1839-C  half  eagles  struck,  we  estimate  that  100  to  125  exist 
today,  most  being  VF  and  EF  with  AU  examples  being  exceedingly 
rare.  In  Mint  State  perhaps  five  to  eight  exist,  differences  of  interpre¬ 
tation  exist  as  to  what  might  be  high  AU  versus  low  Mint  State,  but 
in  any  even  a  coin  in  either  of  these  categories  is  worth  owning. 

All  are  from  a  single  die  pair.  In  time,  a  “cud"  break  developed  on 
the  reverse  rim  above  STA,  but  the  present  piece,  being  an  early  im¬ 
pression,  does  not  show  this  feature. 

The  1 839-C  is  important  not  only  as  a  rariry  in  an  absolute  sense,  and  a  special 
rarity  in  high  grade,  but  also  as  the  first  year  in  which  Liberty  Head  half  eagles  were 
struck,  and  the  only  year  of  the  design  in  which  the  mintmark  appears  on  the  obverse 
above  the  date.  The  present  coin  will  act  as  an  anchor  or  foundation  for  any  choice 
set  of  Liberty  Head  $5  gold. 
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Commanding  1841-C  Half  Eagle 

Finest  Graded  by'  NGC 
From  the  Pittman  Collection 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

505  1841-C  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Extremely  well 

stuck,  virtually  definitive  as  to  design. 

A  marvelous  piece  which  traces  its  pedigree  from  the  John  Jay 
Pittman  Collection,  sold  by  David  W.  Akers  a  few  years  ago,  there 
described  as:  “Choice  Uncirculated.  Very  sharply  struck  with  promi¬ 
nent  high  wire  rim,  particularly  at  the  right  obverse.  Every  star  is 
fully  struck  at  its  center  point,  the  hair  curls  around  Liberty’s  face, 
including  the  vertical  curl  down  the  side  of  her  neck,  are  sharply  de¬ 
fined.  ...”  The  same  writer  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  examined  a 
number  of  1841-C  half  eagles  and  this  was  “at  least  equal  to  the  best 
of  them,  possibly  even  the  finest.’ 

When  seen  the  1841-C  half  eagle  is  usually  in  lower  grades,  as  no 
numismatic  attention  was  paid  to  them.  From  the  mintage  of  21,51 1 
only  four  to  six  are  believed  to  exist  in  Mint  State,  accompanied  by  90 
to  120  in  various  circulated  grades.  Most  have  extensive  bagmarks.  In 
addition,  a  few  “seawater  Uncirculated”  pieces  are  known,  typically 
graded  as  AU,  and  from  some  treasure  ship  recovery  not  recorded  or 
known  to  us.  Typically  such  finds  are  not  chronicled  in  order  to  avoid  a 
string  of  claims,  legal  actions,  etc.,  which  tend  to  last  a  long  time  after 
the  blush  of  exciting  publicity  and  press  releases  fades. 

NGC  Census:  1,  none  finer. 

Date  logotype  boldly  punched  into  the  die,  about  twice  as  close  to  the  neck  trunca¬ 
tion  as  to  the  dentils.  Numerous  die  finish  lines,  mostly  of  vertical  orientation,  sug¬ 
gest  that  this  was  an  early  impression  from  the  obverse  die.  On  the  reverse,  the  mint- 
mark  is  below  the  tip  of  the  arrow  feather.  The  small  letters  on  the  reverse  used  in 
half  eagles  of  this  period  and  certain  other  coins  (such  as  half  dollars)  give  a  pleasing 
effect,  this  being  lost  later  when  larger  letters  were  used. 

From  David  Akers  Numismatics  sale  of  the  John  Jay  Pittman  Collec¬ 
tion,  Part  J  October  1997,  Lot  953.  Earlier  from  Sotheby’s  &  Co.  s  sale 
of  the  Palace  Collections  of  Egypt,  February  1954,  Lot  249.  Earlier  still, 
from  the  Col.  E.H.R.  Green  Collection,  sold  to  Farouk  via  Stack’s.  Said  to 
be  from  the  Woodin  and  Newcomer  collections. 


506  1843-D  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  EF-40,  obverse  scratches.  Deep 

greenish  gold  with  this  example  typical  of  the  quality  usually  found 
for  this  southern  mint.  The  obverse  is  rather  weakly  defined  with 
stronger  reverse  design  elements. 


Mint  State  1844-D  $5  Rarity 

Few  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actttal  size) 

507  1844-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  olive-gold  with  some  prooflike 

reflectivity  in  the  fields.  A  delightful  example  of  one  of  the  few  dates 
from  the  Dahlonega  Mint  that  can  be  found — with  some  diligent 
searching,  of  course — in  Mint  State.  While  some  88,982  examples  of 
the  date  were  struck,  the  typical  survivor  from  that  mintage  is  just 
VF  to  EF.  The  present  coin  is  equivalent  to  Bass:935  (October  1999), 
a  good  sign  of  the  present  piece’s  overall  quality  and  appeal.  PCGS 
has  certified  just  a  few  examples  of  the  date  in  finer  grades,  another 
good  sign  for  potential  bidders.  A  coin  that  fits  snugly  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Condition  Census  roster  for  the  date,  and  worthy  of  generous 
bidder  support  as  such. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  5  finer  (MS-64  finest). 


508  1844-0  AU-55.  A  very  attractive  example  with  bright  yellow  gold 

surfaces  and  nearly  complete  lustre.  Minimal  surface  marks  are  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  grade.  A  relatively  common  date  from  a  mintage  of 
364,600  coins. 


509 


1846-D  EF-45.  A  honey  gold  specimen  with  a  touch  of  mint  lustre 
in  the  recessed  areas.  A  nice  example  overall  of  a  popular  Dahlonega 
Mint  issue. 


510  1847-C  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  with  light  greenish  gold  surfaces. 

A  few  minor  rim  bruises  and  other  tiny  blemishes  are  expected  at  this 
grade  level.  This  is  a  desirable  example  that  is  ideal  for  the  type  col¬ 
lector. 


- — i 
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Important  1847-0  Half  Eagle 

An  Underappreciated  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

51 1  1847-0  EF-45.  An  attractive  honey  gold  specimen,  one  of  12,000 

examples  of  the  date  struck,  and  at  “just”  EF-45,  the  present  coin  is 
one  of  the  finest  examples  in  existence!  Douglas  Winter  called  this 
date  1  he  rarest  New  Orleans  half  eagle,”  a  sentiment  earlier  ex¬ 
pressed  by  David  Akers,  who  noted  that  the  1847-0  half  eagle  was 
One  of  the  real  sleepers  in  the  half  eagle  series.”  Devoid  of  all  but  a 
few  tiny  marks  (none  ol  them  disturbing  and  all  succinct  in  nature), 
this  coin  can  be  called  choice  for  the  grade  without  hesitation.  Well 
struck  at  the  centers,  with  plenty  of  details  there  despite  some  circula¬ 
tion  wear;  that  fact  alone  is  worth  crowing  about,  as  the  date  is  fre¬ 
quently  seen  flat  at  the  centers.  Perhaps  only  a  dozen  or  so  examples 
of  the  date  can  be  found  in  finer  condition  than  the  present  piece.  For 
the  record,  it  is  doubtful  that  this  date  exists  in  Mint  State.  Would  a 
choice  EF  example  of  the  date  such  as  the  present  coin  be  a  highlight 
in  a  half  eagle  cabinet?  You  bet  it  would! 

Mint  State  1854  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

512  1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces.  Contact 

marks  here  and  there,  most  prominent  in  the  left  obverse  field,  are 
consistent  with  current  interpretations  of  the  MS-62  grade.  Fairly 
sharply  struck  except  for  the  area  below  the  shield  on  the  reverse.  An 
early  impression  from  the  die  pair,  showing  raised  parallel  striae. 

Obverse  with  date  logotype  about  equidistant  from  the  neck  truncation  and  the 
dentils  (as  measured  by  the  first  digit).  Same  logotype  used  on  all  half  eagles  of  this 
year,  with  1 85  widely  spaced,  54  close.  Die  finish  lines  at  the  dentils  opposite  stars  1 
and  2.  Some  raised  die  areas  to  the  right,  close  to  the  dentils,  at  stars  11-13. 


Breathtaking  Gem  1860  Half  Eagle 

Single  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

513  1860  MS-65  (NGC).  One  thing  about  the  1860  Philadelphia  Mint 
half  eagle  is  that  examples  are  fairly  scarce  in  all  grades,  and  anyone 
seeking  a  piece  cannot  find  one  very  easily.  When  encountered,  the 
reward  will  typically  be  a  VF  or  EF  specimen.  When  at  the  Mint 
State  level,  as  here,  the  1860  can  be  called  exceedingly  rare,  with  the 
added  observation  that  typical  grades  are  MS-60  to  MS-62.  The 
present  coin  is,  of  course,  an  incredible  exception  and,  as  such,  it  will 
be  a  focal  point  when  it  crosses  the  block. 

I  he  specimen  is  of  needle-sharp  strike,  virtually  definitive  as  to  the 
design,  and  an  early  impression  of  the  dies,  showing  raised  diagonal 
striae  on  both  sides.  Moreover,  it  is  bright,  lustrous,  and  has  a  very 
nice  numismatic  personality.  This  piece  is  fully  deserving  of  any  atten¬ 
tion  you  may  wish  to  give  it. 

NGC  Census:  1,  none  finer. 

The  date  logotype  is  very  small  this  year,  permitting  it  to  be  placed  below  the  neck 
of  Miss  Liberty  in  a  position  to  allow  for  ample  space  above  and  below,  in  the  present 
instance  being  slightly  closer  to  the  dentils  than  to  the  truncation.  The  ball  of  the  6  is 
somewhat  truncated  at  its  end,  this  being  a  characteristic  of  the  punch  and  common 
to  all  dates  and  mints.  No  die  cracks  are  seen  on  either  side. 

514  1861  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  a  hint  of  rose  irides¬ 
cence.  A  popular  date  with  type  collectors,  especially  so  in  AU 
grades. 

Key  1862-S  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

515  1862-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  yellow-orange  gold  surfaces.  Exten¬ 

sive  bagmarks  are  typical  for  1862-S.  The  grade  is  significantly 
higher  than  that  usually  seen,  although  this  variety  is  hardly  ever  seen 
in  any  condition! 

The  mintage  of  1 862-S  amounted  to  9,500  pieces.  So  far  as  we  are 
able  to  determine,  all  were  put  into  circulation  at  the  time,  after 
which  they  saw  extensive  use  in  the  channels  of  commerce.  We  know 
of  not  a  single  Mint  State  piece.  Of  the  others  there  are  perhaps  30  to 


12S 


DWKRS  AND  Ml. RENA  GALLERIES 


The  Rarities  Sale 


45  known,  typically  VF,  with  relatively  few  higher.  In  his  excellent 
I1)"’1)  study  ot  this  denomination,  David  W.  Akers  was  not  able  to  find 
a  single  coin  above  EF.  Today,  a  handful  of  AU  pieces,  as  here,  have 
been  certified,  either  representing  new  discoveries  or,  perhaps, 
gradeflation,  to  use  a  word  popularized  by  Stuart  Segan,  who  holds 
down  the  tort  with  the  “Trends’  section  ot  Coin  World.  We  also  should 
note  a  single  coin  at  the  AU  level  retrieved  from  the  wreck  of  the  5.5. 
Brother  Jonathan,  and  brought  to  auction  by  us  a  few  years  ago. 


1 867  Half  Eagle  Rarity 

Seldom  Seen  in  Any  Grade 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

51 6  1867  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  specimen  with  excellent  de¬ 

tail  on  both  sides.  Warm  yellow-orange  surfaces.  A  splendid  example 
of  this  classic  in  the  half  eagle  series,  one  of  just  6,870  struck. 

Today  we  estimate  that  only  40  to  60  circulation  strikes  remain, 
with  VF  being  the  most  encountered  grade,  followed  by  EF.  Ex¬ 
amples  that  can  be  called  AU  are  met  with  only  on  widely  separated 
occasions — as  here.  In  addition,  perhaps  two  or  three  Mint  State 
coins  can  be  traced. 

If  there  is  one  word  that  has  been  used  over  the  years  in  connection  with  auction 
offerings  of  the  1867  $5  it  is  rare.  Selected  quotations  for  pieces  in  various  grades: 

•  1883-06:  69th  Sale,  William  J.  Jenks  Collection  (John  W.  Haseltine)  •  Lot  404: 
“1867  Uncirculated.  Proof  surface.  Very  rare  indeed.” 

•  1918-00:  Choice  U.S.  Gold,  Silver  and  Copper  Coins  (Elmer  S.  Sears),  Fixed 
price  list:  “1867  Practically  Uncirculated  and  very  rare.  $10.” 

•  1920-1 1:  R.V.  Mathieu  and  E.B.  Townsend  Collections  (Thomas  L.  Elder)  •  Lot 
822:  “  1 867  Nearly  Uncirculated  with  Proof  surface.  Very  rare.  Only  6,920  coined.  ’ 

•  1927-07:  George  J.  Bauer,  Higgins,  Doughty,  and  Henry  Collections  (Thomas 
L.  Elder)  •  Lot  1635:  “1867  Extremely  Fine.  Rare.” 

•  1939-1 1:  William  B.  Hale  Collection  (B.  Max  Mehl)  •  Lot  1 197:  “1867  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine.  Rare.”  Realized  $12.50. 

•  1944-02:  Belden  E.  Roach  Collection  (B.  Max  Mehl)  •  Lot  596:  “1867  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine  with  Proof  surface,  but  apparently  has  been  cleaned.  Rare  date.”  Real¬ 
ized  $15. 

•  1960-12:  55th  Sale,  Cicero  Collection  (New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  Inc.)  •  Lot 
181:  “  1 867.  Extremely  Fine  plus,  a  great  deal  of  prooflike  surface,  partly  square  bor¬ 
der  and  wire  edge;  but  this  we  believe  started  out  as  one  of  those  extremely  deceptive 
early  strikes.  Unusually  clean.  None  in  Baldenhofer;  Melish's  was  only  VF,  as  was 
that  in  our  50th  sale  (which  exceeded  its  estimate).  Mintage  6,870.  The  specimen  in 
our  54th  Sale,  not  quite  fully  VF,  went  very  reasonable  at  $67.50." 

Of  course,  we  could  go  on — but  you  get  the  idea! 

Die  data:  1867  four-digit  logotype  for  the  half  eagle:  18  close,  86  wide,  67  nearly 
as  wide.  Top  interior  of  8  smaller  than  bottom  interior;  figure  leans  slightly  right.  6 
with  ball  close  to  curve  below  (may  touch  on  some  impressions);  leans  slightly  right. 
7  thin,  prominent  serif  at  upper  left  is  larger  at  the  bottom  than  on  the  top,  bottom  7 
is  somewhat  squared  off  at  its  lower  right.  •  Style  used  at  both  mints. 


Important  1869-S  Half  Eagle  Rarity 

Condition  Census 
None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

517  1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  and  aesthetically  appealing 

example  of  a  prized  (if  somewhat  unheralded)  rarity  in  the  Coronet  half 
eagle  series.  Rich  rose  iridescence  gathers  in  the  protected  areas.  De¬ 
void  of  all  but  a  few  trivial  marks.  Somewhat  weak  at  the  centers,  as 
struck  and  as  usual  for  the  date.  Walter  Breen  called  this  date  “Prohibi¬ 
tively  rare  above  VF,”  while  David  Akers  concurred,  calling  the  date  an 
“extraordinarily  rare  coin  above  VF.”  Not  only  is  the  present  coin  well 
above  VF,  it  is  one  of  only  three  examples  of  the  date  certified  at  the 
present  level  by  PCGS,  with  none  graded  finer.  Indeed,  this  date  may 
not  even  exist  in  true  Mint  State,  making  the  present  example  an  in¬ 
credible  opportunity  for  an  advanced  half  eagle  specialist— or  someone 
who  just  enjoys  owning  great  American  rarities!  Only  3 1 ,000  examples 
were  struck,  and  all  no  doubt  went  quickly  into  the  channels  of  com¬ 
merce  on  the  West  Coast,  accounting  for  the  rarity  of  high-grade  speci¬ 
mens.  The  present  coin,  for  the  record,  is  finer  than  both  Bass:  1 167 
and  Bass:l  168  (October  1999),  and  worthy  of  note  as  such.  Good  luck 
in  your  bidding;  we  can  virtually  assure  you  that  you  won’t  be  the  only 
bidder  when  this  rarity  enters  the  auction  arena! 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Lustrous  and  Rare  1883-CC  $3 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

518  1883-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  with 

enough  mint  lustre  to  satisfy  some  that  it  might  be  MS-60.  In  any 
event,  in  AU-58  it  is  certainly  a  “high  end  piece. 

The  1883-CC  is  a  significant  rarity  in  the  half  eagle  series.  Al¬ 
though  12,958  were  struck,  itself  a  small  mintage,  most  have  become 
lost,  strayed,  or  whatever,  and  today  we  estimate  that  perhaps  only  80 
to  120  exist  in  circulated  grades,  typically  VF  and  EF.  Regarding 
Mint  State,  perhaps  two  or  three  could  be  accounted  for.  1  he  present 
1 883-CC  has  a  very  nice  personality  and  will  answer  the  demand  tor  a 
truly  worthwhile  example  of  this  classic  rarity. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Gai  i  erif: 
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Rare  Proof  1901  Half  Eagle 

Rarer  than  Appreciated 


The  Rarities  Saee 


Attractive  Proof  1906  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

519  1901  Proof-64  DCAM  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  few  scattered  marks 

consistent  with  the  grade.  As  is  true  of  certain  others  of  this  issue  (al¬ 
though  detailed  die  descriptions  are  scarce  in  the  literature),  a  scatter¬ 
ing  of  tiny  raised  lumps  is  noted  in  the  obverse  field,  mostly  clustered 
around  the  fourth  star,  but  generally  extending  from  beyond  star  3  to 
close  to  star  8  (compare  Bass  IV,  Lot  570). 

Regarding  the  1901  Proof,  only  140  were  struck.  The  distribution 
of  this  piece  must  have  been  irregular,  perhaps  some  problems  oc¬ 
curred,  as  over  a  long  period  of  time  this  year  has  been  recognized  as 
being  scarcer  than  a  mintage  of  140  might  suggest. 

In  our  sale  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  Part  I,  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
November  1979,  we  noted:  “Although  140  Proofs  were  supposedly  issued  this  year, 
only  a  relatively  small  number  have  ever  appeared  at  auction.  Much,  much  rarer  than 
the  mintage  indicates.  Walter  Breen’s  comment  is  pertinent:  ‘Rarer  than  the  mintage 
figure  suggests;  no  auction  records  recent  enough  to  give  a  fair  idea  of  value.’” 

In  their  sale  of  the  Amon  Carter  family  collection,  1984,  Lot  716,  Stacks  offered  a 
piece:  A  gem  specimen  with  exquisite  golden  toning  and  a  few  tiny  copper  stains.  A 
very  rare  date  of  which  only  about  two  dozen  are  extant,  including  damaged  pieces.” 


Choice  Uncirculated  1901/0-S  Overdate  $5 


520  1901/0-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  flashy  and  lustrous  beauty,  definitely  a 

“looker”  for  the  grade.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  dominates  the  aes¬ 
thetics  of  this  lovely  coin.  Overdate  details  plainly  visible  to  the  un¬ 
aided  eye  (those  details  being  just  the  upper  right  of  the  underlying  0 
near  the  top  of  the  existing  1,  but  still  quite  plain  and  unmistakable). 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

521  1906  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Warm  yellow  gold.  Some  hairlines  as  ex¬ 

pected  for  Proof-62,  but  still  quite  attractive  and  pleasing  to  the  eye. 
Only  85  Proofs  were  minted,  of  which  some  have  been  lost.  Among 
those  that  do  survive,  the  present  coin  is  probably  about  typical  qual¬ 
ity-wise.  No  doubt  this  piece  is  “a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money”  as  a  gem 
would  cost  much  more. 


Key  1909-0  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

522  1909-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Attractive  over¬ 

all,  although  lustre  is  not  strong.  Decently  struck,  and  with  the  all- 
important  New  Orleans  mintmark  well  defined.  A  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  key  issue,  the  single  Indian  Head  half  eagle  that  is  the 
most  difficult  to  find  at  or  near  the  Mint  State  level. 

The  1929  half  eagle  is  rarer  in  absolute  terms,  but  most  known  specimens  of  the 
1929  are  in  Mint  State. 


523  1 909-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Another  1 909-0  half  eagle,  a  specimen  in  a 

grade  far  above  that  typically  seen.  Rich  yellow-orange  surfaces. 
Some  interesting  lint  marks  are  seen  on  the  reverse  at  the  motto. 

The  typical  1909-0  is  VF  or,  occasionally,  EF.  Nearly  all  pieces  of 
this  issue  received  extensive  circulation. 


OWI.KS  AND  Ml, RENA  GALLERIES 


The  Rarities  Sale 


524 


1910-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  thoroughly  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  this  popular  and  somewhat  scarce  (in  choice  Mint 
State)  Indian  half  eagle.  This  will  nicely  fulfill  the  requirements  for  a 
coin  in  this  grade. 


525  1915-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lustrous  honey  gold  specimen  of  a  popular 

branch  mint  issue. 


Eagles 


Rare  1795  Small  Eagle  $10 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

526  1795  Breen-6830,  B-3B,  Taraszka-4.  Rarity-5.  13  Leaves.  AU-55 

(NGC).  Light  greenish  gold  with  attractive  orange  toning.  The  sur¬ 
faces  arc  lightly  hairlined  with  a  small  rim  imperfection  at  10:00. 
This  is  a  very  scarce,  perhaps  rare,  variety  with  only  about  40  to  50 
examples  known.  Just  five  die  varieties  of  1 795  eagles  arc  known,  one 
with  nine  leaves  on  the  reverse,  and  the  other  four  with  13  leaves. 


Two  of  the  13  Leaves  varieties  are  common  while  this  and  one  other 
are  quite  scarce. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1  finer  (MS-61). 


Attractive  1800  Eagle 


527  1800  Breen-6842,  B-1A,  T-23.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly 

fully  lustrous  with  satiny  green-gold  surfaces.  Several  light  hairlines 
are  visible  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  This  is  a  scarce  issue  however 
does  not  qualify  as  a  rarity.  Perhaps  because  Walter  Breen  and  others 
listed  this  issue  as  “Rare,”  it  is  often  catalogued  as  such.  Just  one  die 
variety  is  known  with  approximately  100  to  150  examples  surviving 
today.  The  reported  mintage  was  just  5,999  coins,  however,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  many  1800  eagles  were  also  included  in  the  much  larger 
1801  mintage  figure. 

A  very  late  die  state  with  heavy  obverse  die  cracks  through  the  tops  of  LIBERTY 
and  a  rim  break  over  star  1 1 . 
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A  rare  1882  Brown  Back  $5  note  from  Lakeport,  New 
Hampshire,  in  Uncirculated,  realized  $25,300  in  our  most 
recent  Baltimore  auction,  held  in  March  2002. 


Let  us  Feature  your  Paper  money  in 
our  Upcoming  November  Auction! 


Over  the  years  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  has  sold  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  worth  of  coins,  paper  money,  and  other  numis¬ 
matic  items  for  tens  of  thousands  of  consignors.  Our  November 
sale,  held  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  already  features  some  fantastic 
paper  money.  This  sale,  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore 
Coin  and  Currency  Convention  (a  very  popular  convention),  will 
be  held  November  7-9,  2002. 

Consigning  is  easy.  Simply  call  John  Pack  or  Rick  Bagg  in  our 
auction  department,  800-458-4646,  to  reserve  a  place  for  paper 
money.  We  will  then  take  care  of  everything,  including  advertising, 
insurance,  expert  grading,  authoritative  cataloguing  and  presenta¬ 
tion  of  your  material  in  the  award-winning  Bowers  and  Merena 
Grand  Format  style.  We  can  even  offer  an  immediate  cash  advance 
once  your  consignment  has  been  received. 
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Mint  State  1801  $10 

An  Ideal  Type  Coin 


Rare  Mint  State  1839  Gold  Eagle 

Large  Letters  Reverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

529  1839  Large  Letters.  MS-61  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  obverse  with 

satiny  lustre  and  wisps  of  pale  orange  toning  on  the  highest  design 
points.  The  reverse  has  brighter  yellow  gold  lustre.  Very  sharp  central 
design  elements  with  some  peripheral  weakness  on  the  obverse.  The 
surfaces  are  lightly  abraded  with  a  few  minor  scratches. 

This  is  an  important  two-year  design  type  issued  only  in  1838  and 
1839.  A  new  hub  was  then  prepared  with  a  modified  bust  of  Liberty, 
and  was  put  in  service  late  in  1839.  This  is  a  very  rare  issue  in  Mint 
State  condition. 

NGC  Census:  2;  2  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

>28  1801  Breen-6843,  B-2B,  T-25.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lively 

pale  yellow  and  olive-gold  with  splendid  cartwheel  lustre.  Full  of 
frosty  appeal,  a  beautiful  specimen  for  the  grade  level  and  far  nicer 
than  a  typical  MS-61.  Soundly  struck  and  boldly  attractive.  A  single 
mint-made  planchet  pit  is  noted  beneath  cloud  4,  only  light  marks 
and  hairlines  are  present.  This  variety  is  more  commonly  encoun¬ 
tered  in  high 'grade  than  most  early  eagles,  making  this  perfect  for  the 
needs  of  a  type  collector. 
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Important  1873-CC  Eagle  Rarity 

Mintage:  4,543 

l  ied  tor  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

530  1873-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  yellow  gold  specimen  with  strong  lustre 

in  the  protected  areas.  A  few  faint  marks  are  noted,  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  gold  coin  that  spent  some  time  in  circulation,  but  the 
marks  are  tiny  and  scattered,  and  the  viewer’s  eye  is  not  drawn  to  any 
one  mark  in  particular.  A  prized  rarity  in  all  grades,  one  of  only  4,543 
examples  of  the  date  struck.  Researchers  Douglas  Winter  and 
Lawrence  Cutler  called  this  date  “Unknown  above  Extremely  Fine- 
45,"  but  a  few  examples  have  surfaced  in  the  several  years  since  their 
book  was  published.  Of  those  that  have  come  to  the  fore,  only  the 
two  Harry  W.  Bass  specimens  (Lot  1538,  October  1999,  and  Lot 
681,  May  2000)  equal  the  present  coin  in  overall  appeal  and  assigned 
grade,  quite  a  compliment  to  the  present  piece!  For  the  record,  it  is 
thought  that  no  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  are  known.  If  that  is 
so,  then  the  present  coin  is,  literally,  as  nice  as  you  may  ever  find  for 
the  date! 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 


Choice  Mint  State  1874  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

531  1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  A  very  handsome 
specimen  that  stands  among  the  finest  in  existence  of  this  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  date. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  3  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

With  regard  to  the  general  availability  of  the  1 874  at  the  Mint  State  level,  we  refer 
you  to  various  comments  in  catalogues  of  ourselves  and  others,  such  as  (partial  list) 
the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  Part  IV  (Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries)  November 
2000,  Lot  708;  the  Bartle  Family  Collection  (Stack’s),  October  1984,  Lot  1 121,  the 
Benson  Collection,  Part  I  (Larry  and  Ira  Goldberg),  February  2001,  Lot  4076;  and 
the  Dr.  Jasper  L.  Robertson  Collection  (Mid-American)  May  1985,  Lot  1563; 
among  others.  Walter  Breen  is  always  fun  to  quote,  and  his  1988  Encyclopedia  stated 
that  this  coin  is  “extremely  rare  above  EF.” 

The  date  logotype  for  this  year  is  bold  and  distinctive,  with  the  4  having  a  delicate 
diagonal  and  horizontal  element  (without  crossbar),  the  numerals  being  progres¬ 
sively  wider  spaced  from  the  first  to  the  last.  On  the  present  coin  the  positioning  ot 
the  logotype  is  about  twice  as  close  to  the  neck  as  to  the  dentils. 

532  1881-0  EF-45  (ICG).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre  remain  on  honey 
gold  surfaces. 


533  1901  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck  and  with  especially 

nice  satiny  lustre.  A  truly  delightful  MS-64  coin,  perhaps  even  de¬ 
finitive  for  the  grade. 


- 1 

Bowers  and  Merena  Gai  i  i  rih 
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The  Rarities  Sale 


Double  Eagles 


Elusive  1908-D  No  Motto  $10 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1 534  1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Some¬ 

what  satiny  or  matte  fields.  Bright  yellow  gold. 

An  attractive  example  of  this  popular  issue,  with  the  mintmark  in  left 
field,  literally,  as  the  D  mintmark  on  this  issue  and  this  issue  alone  is  in 
the  left  field  significantly  beyond  the  olive  branch,  completely  different 
from  the  location  used  on  other  Denver  Mint  varieties. 

A  very  pleasing  specimen  that  will  satisfy  the  demand  for  a  choice 
piece  of  this  variety  or,  for  that  matter,  would  be  an  excellent  possi¬ 
bility  to  put  in  a  gold  type  set  to  illustrate  the  1907-1908  design 
without  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  In  our  opinion,  a  type  set  is  always 
enhanced  by  adding  a  piece  with  interesting  features. 


535  1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Pleasing  yellow-or¬ 

ange  coloration.  Last  readily  collectible  date  in  the  $10  eagle  series. 


536  1850-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold,  as  is  characteristic  of 

other  examples  of  this  issue.  No  doubt  struck  from  metal  brought 
from  California.  A  desirable,  indeed  classic  early  double  eagle  but  one 
that  is  sufficiently  available  that  examples  such  as  this  are  easily  af¬ 
fordable. 


Mint  State  1865-S  Double  Eagle 

From  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure 


537  1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  beautiful,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  exceedingly 

important  coin  from  the  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  lost  at 
‘  sea  off  the  coast  of  Crescent  City,  California,  on  August  30,  1 865.  Cer¬ 
tified  by  PCGS  and  registered  as  No.  81 1  from  the  treasure. 

It  seems  like  only  yesterday  that  we  were  out  in  the  ocean  on  a  sal¬ 
vage  ship  over  the  site,  and  memories  are  still  fresh  of  the  auction  we 
held  of  the  treasure  on  May  29,  1999.  All  coins  were  sold,  and  now 
all  are  dispersed  (Dave  Bowers  bought  one  at  the  sale,  an  MS-62 
similar  to  this,  but  No.  626). 

If  you  have  the  other  famous  treasure  double  eagle,  an  1 857-S  from 
the  S.S.  Central  America,  perhaps  you’ll  want  this  one  too!  It  is  a 
splendid  specimen  that  will  be  appreciated  for  a  long  time. 

With  it  comes,  on  request,  a  personalized  and  autographed  copy 
from  Dave  Bowers  to  you  of  his  book,  The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan. 


538  1876-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  equally  attractive  for 

the  grade.  An  attractive  coin  from  the  final  year  of  Type  II  double 
eagle  coinage  (motto  above  eagle,  denomination  as  TWENTY  D.) 


The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  shown  here  in  San  Francisco  Bay  in  1 863,  two 
years  before  the  sinkingof  the  ship  off  Crescent  City,  California,  in  1865.  The 
Brother  Jonathan  is  the  ship  farthest  out  in  the  bay,  at  center. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1878  $20 


Proof!  ike 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

539  1878  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre,  somewhat  proof¬ 

like,  almost  a  presentation  coin — but  who  knows? 

While  in  lower  levels  of  Mint  State  such  as  MS-60  to  MS-62,  the 
1878  double  eagle  is  not  particularly  difficult  to  find,  the  present 
combination  of  MS-64  attribution  plus  its  prooflike  surface,  plus 
what  might  be  called  innate  beauty  brings  to  market  a  truly  extraordi¬ 
nary  example. 


Mint  State  1884-CC  Double  Eagle 

Rare  So  Fine! 


540  1884-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Some  marks  and  a 
scratch  or  two  are  typical  for  a  double  eagle  in  this  grade.  However, 
among  1884-CC  twenties,  a  coin  of  this  high  grade  is  in  the  distinct 
minority.  We  estimate  that  of  the  mintage  of  39,140  only  about  900 
to  1 ,200  survive  in  worn  grades  such  as  EF  and  AU. 

Regarding  Mint  State  pieces,  as  here,  our  estimate  is  40  to  60, 
nearly  all  MS-60  to  MS-61.  The  present  piece  will  be  a  handsome 
addition  to  a  specialized  collection.  It  is  “bright”  and  has  a  lot  of  life 
to  its  appearance. 

54 1  1890-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example  of  a  popular  Carson 
City  Mint  issue. 


542  1890-CC  AU-58.  Lustrous  honey  gold.  Another  attractive  example 

of  the  date. 


Choice  Mint  State  1895  $20 


543  1895  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Contact  marks 
here  and  there  are  normal  for  the  assigned  grade.  Very  sharply  struck. 

544  1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Some  splashes  of 
magenta  toning.  Nicely  struck. 


132 


Bowers  and  Mi  ken  a  Galeerii  . 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Gem  Uncirculated  1904  Double  Eagle 


545  1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  honey  gold  gem  with  traces  of  ol¬ 

ive  toning. 


546  1905-S  MS-63.  Rich  cartwheel  lustre  on  lightly  reflective  bright  yel¬ 

low  gold  surfaces.  Excellent  eye  appeal  despite  some  scattered  marks 
and  abrasions.  A  single  heavy  dig  is  noted  just  left  of  the  mintmark. 
An  above  average  quality  specimen  of  the  issue. 


547  1907-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lively  lustre  on  honey  gold  surfaces.  The 

second  and  final  date  of  Liberty  double  eagles  from  the  Denver  Mint. 


Gem  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


Superb  Gem  Quality 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


548  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Edge.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Just 
about  anyone  and  everyone  would  dearly  love  to  own  an  example  of 
this  triumph  in  American  coinage  design — the  magnificent  High 
Relief  double  eagle  designed  by  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens. 
And,  as  of  the  1 1 ,250  struck,  probably  several  thousand  or  so  survive 
today,  that  dream  can  be  realized. 

However,  finding  a  Gem  Mint  State-65  is  another  situation  en¬ 
tirely,  as  such  pieces  are  in  the  distinct  minority.  The  present  coin  is 
such  a  piece,  and  it  will  truly  be  a  highlight  and  joy  for  its  fortunate 
next  owner. 


The  Story  of  the  MCMVII  $20 

The  story  of  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagles  is  well  known,  and  deserv¬ 
edly  so.  In  1905  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  contacted  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
to  discuss  a  betterment  of  the  nation’s  coin  designs.  Earlier  Roosevelt  had  visited  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  and  had  viewed  a  display  of  coins  there.  Impressed  by  the 
sculptured  appearance  of  ancient  coins,  in  his  mind  he  contrasted  them  with  current 
American  coinage,  characterized  the  latter  as  “mere  tokens,”  and  resolved  to  make 
an  improvement.  From  his  studios,  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire  (today  preserved  as 
a  National  Historical  Site),  Saint-Gaudens  created  a  wide  variety  of  sculptures,  med¬ 
als,  and  other  artistic  productions. 

Roosevelt  arranged  a  payment  of  $5,000  to  the  sculptor,  for  which  he  desired  the 
entire  coinage  spectrum  re-designed,  from  the  cent  to  the  double  eagle.  Sketches 
were  prepared  for  different  designs,  including  a  new  one-cent  piece  and  gold  de¬ 
nominations. 
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I  he  design  selected  for  the  obverse  of  the  new  $20  featured  an  adaptation  of 
Saint-Ciaudens  standing  goddess  motif  as  seen  on  the  Sherman  monument  in  New 
\ork  C  itv.  A  living  eagle  device  was  chosen  for  the  reverse.  Giving  his  artistic  ideas 
full  rein,  the  New  Hampshire  sculptor  expressed  the  date  in  Roman  numerals, 
MCMVII — and  the  motifs  themselves  in  sculpture-like  high  relief. 

Because  the  dies  were  executed  in  medallic  relief,  they  could  not  be  properly  used 
in  high-speed  coinage  presses.  A  special  hydraulic  press  was  employed,  with  each 
piece  requiring  multiple  blows  to  bring  up  the  designs.  Only  11,250  High  Relief 
pieces  were  produced,  after  which  the  designs  were  modified  to  enable  high-speed 
production. 

Five  MS-64  1908  Double  Eagles 

No  Motto 
All  PCGS  Certified 

549  Five  1908  No  Motto  double  eagles,  all  graded  MS-64  by  PCGS.  All 
are  lustrous  and  brilliant.  We  guess  that  these  might  have  been  from 
the  famous  Well’s  Fargo  Hoard,  distributed  a  few  years  ago.  A  nice 
opportunity  to  acquire  a  handful  of  specimens  with  a  single  bid.  (To¬ 
tal:  5  pieces) 


Choice  Uncirculated  1908  $20 

With  Motto 


550  1908  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  delight.  Intense  cartwheel 

lustre  and  attractive  orange  gold  iridescence  add  to  the  overall  charm 
of  this  scarce  issue,  the  first  date  of  the  design  type  to  bear  the  motto 
IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 


Incredible  Quality  1911  Proof  $20 

Superb  Sand  Blast  Proof 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

551  1911  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  A  lovely  specimen,  pale  yellow  with 

some  hints  of  deeper  gold.  Virtual  perfection  so  far  as  we  can  see,  and! 
similar  to  the  Proof  1914  quarter  eagle  offered  earlier  in  the  sale,  we- 
suggest  that  this  could  just  as  easily  be  called  Proof-69!  If  a  better 
piece  exists,  we  have  not  seen  it. 

Years  ago  this  style  of  finish  was  called  the  Sand  Blast  Proof.  Such 
pieces  were  not  popular  with  collectors,  as  they  preferred  the  mirror 
surface.  Although  100  are  reported  to  have  been  coined,  it  is  apparent 
that  only  a  fraction  of  this  mintage  was  ever  distributed.  Today,  the 
1911  stands  as  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  Matte  Proofs  among  double-): 
eagles.  We  estimate  that  only  22  to  28  exist,  of  which  this  is  one  ot 
the  very  finest. 

It  is  perhaps  poignant  to  remark  that  when  B.  Max  Mehl  sold  the 
B.W.  Smith  Collection,  May  1915,  he  noted  at  that  time  that  this 
variety  was  already  elusive. 

We  rather  imagine  that  when  this  piece  crosses  the  auction  block 
there  will  be  a  fever  heat! 
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552  1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich  rose  iridescence. 


Key  1924-S  Double  Eagle 


553  1924-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  Indeed,  an 

“easy”  MS-60,  perhaps  even  MS-61  or  MS-62.  A  thoroughly  de¬ 
lightful  example  of  an  issue  of  which  many  were  struck  but  relatively 
few  survive  today — a  population  only  in  the  hundreds. 


Lustrous  1925-S  $20  Rarity 


554  1925-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive  lustre,  the  reverse 

perhaps  a  grading  number  higher  than  the  obverse. 

Although  the  mintage  of  the  1925-S  was  extensive,  most  were  held 
by  the  Treasury  Department  and  melted  in  the  1930s,  with  the  result 
that  only  a  few  hundred  pieces  exist  today. 

The  production  of  the  1925-S  amounted  to  3,776,500  pieces,  a  very  generous  fig¬ 
ure.  We  estimate  that  of  this  number  about  1 ,000  were  exported  and,  in  addition,  some 
were  distributed  by  the  Treasury  Department  as  an  accommodation  to  collectors.  To¬ 
day  we  suggest  that  perhaps  125-175  are  known  in  Mint  State,  mostly  in  lower  ranges 
as  here.  In  addition,  perhaps  150  to  250  are  known  in  EF  to  AU  preservation. 

The  fascinating  story  of  the  1925-S  together  with  other  Saint-Gaudens  double 
eagles  of  the  1920s  and  1930s  will  be  part  of  a  study  of  gold  coins  to  be  released 
some  time  in  the  next  few  years,  hopefully,  utilizing  data  gathered  over  a  long  period 
of  time.  There  are  quite  a  few  remarkable  and  obscure  aspects  to  the  later  rarities  in 
particular,  and  it  is  hoped  that  much  light  will  be  shed  on  certain  varieties  and  spe¬ 
cifically  why  they  are  rare  today. 


555  1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  amber  and  rose 

highlights. 


556  1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  lustre  and  lively  ol¬ 

ive  highlights. 


PCGS-Certified  1927  $20  Quintette 

557  Five  1927  double  eagles,  all  graded  MS-64  by  PCGS.  All  are  bright 
and  lustrous.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


Another  1927  $20  Quintette 

PCGS  Certified 

558  Five  more  1927  double  eagles,  all  graded  MS-64  by  PCGS.  All  are 
bright  and  lustrous.  (Total:  5  pieces) 
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Choice  1922  Grant  Star  Half  Dollar 


Toned  Gem  1893  Isabella  25^ 


559  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Beautifully  toned  pewter 

gray  with  rich  highlights  of  russet  and  deep  olive-blue  on  the  obverse, 
the  reverse  brilliant  and  lustrous.  Exceptional  cartwheel  and  overall 
eye  appeal,  a  very  nice  piece  at  this  grade  level.  A  short,  thin  scratch 
under  I  in  UNITED  is  mentioned  solely  for  the  sake  of  accuracy. 


563  1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Silvery  surfaces  with  lightF 

mottled  toning.  A  pleasant  specimen  of  excellent  overall  quality.  /I 
piece  worthy  of  a  strong  bid. 

The  1922  Grant  With  Star  is  the  key  among  early  commemorative  half  dollars^ 
and  prior  to  the  hyperbole  launched  in  the  commemorative  market  of  1935-1936,  iU 
was  highly  acclaimed  and  widely  recognized.  Today,  in  2002,  the  variety  is  some 
what  lost  in  the  shuffle,  but  it  remains  as  rare  as  ever. 

Under  magnification  this  and  other  specimens  show  a  wild  profusion  of  raised  di.  I 
finish  lines,  marks  from  files  or  emery  paper,  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  die.  Thi: 
feature  is  at  once  curious  and  interesting  and,  as  noted,  is  common  to  all  of  the  issue; 


Old-Time  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


560  1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  “old-time”  speci¬ 
men  regarding  the  lightly  mottled  medium  gray,  lilac,  and  blue  ton¬ 
ing  that  characterizes  both  sides.  Lustrous  underlying  surfaces,  and 
nicely  struck.  Some  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  particularly  in  the 
lower  areas  of  the  horse,  and  are  consistent  with  the  assigned  grade.  A 
pleasing  possibility  for  the  admirer  of  old-time  toning. 

561  1921  Alabama  Centennial.  Plain.  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  brown 
toning  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  One  of  the  important  issues 
among  early  commemorative  half  dollars,  and  curious  inasmuch  as  it 
is  dated  1921  to  observe  a  centennial  that  took  place  in  1919. 


562  1935  Connecticut  Tercentenary.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  lustrous  surfaces.  A  splendid  example  of  the  Connecticut  issue. 

Essentially  the  same  Charter  Oak  motif  was  used  recently  on  the  Connecticut 
State  Reverse  quarter  dollar. 


Superlative  1918  Lincoln  50<£ 


564  1918  Lincoln-Illinois  Centennial.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Bold  cartwhee 
lustre  on  pearl  gray  surfaces  showing  a  mixture  of  beautiful  pale  blue 
and  rich  amber  toning  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  obverse.  Every 
bit  as  attractive  as  this  numerical  grade  demands,  perhaps  even  more 
so.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  commemorative  half  collector.  PCGS 
has  certified  no  pieces  finer. 

PCGS  Population:  54,  none  finer. 

565  1925  Lexington-Concord  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully 
lustrous  with  a  blush  of  subtle  coppery  toning.  A  very  attractive 
specimen. 

Gem  1923-S  Monroe  Half  Dollar 


566  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  toning  with  splashes  of  mottled  iridescence  over  satiny,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  The  1923-S  Monroe  is  from  dies  lacking  much  defini¬ 
tion,  giving  even  the  best  of  pieces  a  rather  pallid  appearance.  1  hat 
said,  the  present  coin  is  quite  attractive  within  its  context,  quite 
scarce  so  fine,  and  should  attract  enthusiastic  bidding. 

567  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  boldly  lustrous 
with  just  a  hint  ol  golden  toning. 
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Outstanding  1915-S  Panama- Pacific  50<t 

Gem  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

568  1915-S  Panama  -  Pacific  Exposition.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Light  lilac 
and  multicolored  toning  over  satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  A  particularly 
high  numerical  grade  has  been  assigned  to  this,  elevating  it  far  above 
most  others  of  the  type. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  designs  are  of  classic  motifs.  The  obverse  shows  Columbia 
standing  with  a  sun  and  rays  in  the  distance,  certainly  a  popular  theme  of  the  era  if 
one  considers  the  1907  Saint-Gaudens  $20  and  the  later  1916  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollar.  The  cherub  at  lower  right  lends  a  nice  touch. 

Modern  commemoratives  of  the  late  20th  and  early  21st  century  are  nearly  all 
stark  by  comparison.  Perhaps  with  the  great  flood  of  issues  being  contemplated,  a 
.»  return  to  classicism  Would  help  sales! 

569  1920  Pilgrim  Tercentenary.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Splendid  light  blue 
and  gold  toning  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  An  aesthetic  treat! 


Impressive  1936-D  Rhode  Island  50<£ 


570  1936-D  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Radiant  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  brilliant  surfaces,  lightly  toned  amber  at  obverse  pe¬ 
riphery,  a  pattern  no  doubt  imbued  by  an  original  paper  display 
holder.  A  pristine  specimen  with  immaculate  surfaces  and  premium 
visual  appeal. 

571  1937  Roanoke.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  light  gold  toning  over 
deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  Another  coin  of  extremely  high  importance, 
one  that  will  delight  its  next  owner. 

572  1936-D  San  Diego,  California  Pacific  Exposition.  MS-66  (PCGS). 
Dramatic  peripheral  toning  of  gold,  rose,  and  dark  olive  around 
highly  lustrous,  brilliant  centers.  A  choice  specimen  in  every  regard. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1926  Sesquicentennial  50<£ 

Richly  Toned 


573  1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence.  MS-65.  Satiny 

lilac-gray  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  rich  golden  toning  at  the 
rims.  As  sharply  struck  as  this  low  relief  issue  is  ever  found,  with 
strong  obverse  hair  details  and  with  the  reverse  wording  on  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Bell  plainly  discernible.  Devoid  of  all  but  a  few  tiny  marks  that 
were  probably  in  the  planchet  at  the  time  of  striking,  the  present  gem 
is  a  coin  of  strong  character  and  quality,  one  that  will  easily  earn  a 
place  of  merit  in  a  commemorative  hall  dollar  cabinet. 


574  1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  MS-64 
coin,  not  often  encountered  so  fine. 
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Superb  Gem  Stone  Mountain  50t  COMMEMORATIVE 

Gold  Coins 


Superb  Gem  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Gold  $1 

Jefferson  Portrait 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

575  1925  Stone  Mountain  Memorial.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Delightful  pale 

blue  and  subtle  lavender  toning  over  each  side  with  strikingly  bold 
cartwheel  lustre.  Some  mottled  coppery  toning  is  present  near  the 
right  side  of  the  obverse.  The  surfaces  are  free  of  all  but  the  most  mi¬ 
croscopic  disturbances  and  the  visual  appeal  is  simply  grand.  The 
only  nick  to  note  is  a  little  one  above  the  L  in  LIBERTY.  Stone 
Mountain  halves  are  rarely  found  nicer,  indeed,  PCGS  has  certified 
only  four  specimens  higher. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

576  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  portrait. 

MS-66  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  A  tiny  fleck  is 
noted  on  the  obverse  below  E  (UNITED);  on  the  reverse  above  I 
(LOUISIANA),  there  is  a  small  toning  area. 

The  story  of  the  1903-dated  commemorative  gold  dollars  is  quite  fascinating.  The 
central  figure  was  Farran  Zerbe,  numismatic  showman,  entrepreneur,  and  dissemi¬ 
nator  of  ballyhoo,  for  some  inexplicable  reason,  today  the  highest  honor  given  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  (your  editor,  QDB,  is  among  the  recipients),  is 
called  the  Farran  Zerbe  award,  never  mind  that  he  did  some  very  sneaky  things  that 
were  against  the  best  interest  of  the  association. 

Regarding  the  coin  itself,  this  and  the  related  variety  with  McKinley  portrait  were 
dated  1903  and  were  sold  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  held  in  St.  Louis, 
1904.  To  this  point,  no  commemorative  gold  coins  of  this  denomination  had  been 
made.  Despite  intense  sales  efforts,  only  a  fraction  of  those  coined  ever  found  buyers, 
quantities  were  melted,  and  large  clusters  of  pieces  remained  in  dealers’  hands  for 
years  afterward.  However,  today  in  2002  such  issues  are  widely  dispersed. 

The  subject  of  commemorative  gold  dollars  is  an  interesting  one,  and  the  true  rar¬ 
ity  in  various  grades  was  not  seriously  studied  until  Dave  Bowers’  1 99 1  book,  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  It  was  found  that  con¬ 
trary  to  conventional  wisdom,  by  far  the  rarest  of  the  1916-1917  McKinley  com¬ 
memorative  dollars  was  and  is  the  1917,  of  which  only  5,000  are  believed  to  have 
been  struck.  Among  all  gold  dollars,  by  far  the  rarest  in  choice  Mint  State  is  the  1905 
Lewis  and  Clark. 

The  1903-dated  dollars,  an  example  of  which  is  offered  here,  have  generally  been 
collected  as  a  pair,  one  of  each  portrait.  The  typical  condition  encountered  is  Mint 
State,  usually  quite  attractive.  A  few  Proofs  were  minted  as  well  and  were  distributed 
with  accompanying  certificates.  These  are  quite  rare  today. 


Frosty  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

577  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  pale  yel¬ 

low  gold  with  some  reflectivity  in  the  fields  and  superb  satiny  lustre. 
An  exceptional  piece,  a  gem  were  it  not  for  a  few  light  hairlines  on  the 
William  Clark  side.  Boldly  struck  with  both  obverse  and  reverse 
showing  signs  of  die  fatigue.  A  lovely  specimen. 

With  the  bicentennial  of  Lewis  and  Clark's  voyage  approaching,  and  the  large  vol¬ 
ume  of  media  attention  being  paid  to  the  anniversary  (including  the  masterful  new 
work  by  filmmaker  Ken  Burns  —  a  New  Hampshire  resident),  we  would  not  be  sur 
prised  to  see  interest  in  this  issue  increase  over  the  next  year  or  two. 
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Choice  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  $1 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
With  Star 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

578  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Appealing  even 

yellow  gold  with  lightly  reflective  fields.  A  tiny  mint-made  striation 
is  noted  near  Lewis’  chin.  Fairly  nicely  struck  and  very  attractive. 

Memorable  1917  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

579  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  lustrous  golden  or¬ 

ange  surfaces.  As  is  true  of  all  of  these  issues,  the  head  of  McKinley 
lacks  some  detail — inconsequential  as  this  is  a  standard  feature. 

The  1917  McKinley  half  dollar  is  by  far  the  rarer  of  the  two  gold 
dollars  of  the  era,  and  it  is  believed  that  just  5,000  were  struck.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  were  to  have  benefited  the  McKinley  Memorial  at  Niles,  Ohio, 
depicted  on  the  reverse,  but  we  are  not  aware  of  any  specific  account¬ 
ing  that  has  ever  come  to  light  as  to  where  the  profits  went,  and  when 
(if  anyone  has  information  we  would  be  pleased  to  publish  it  in  our 
Rare  Coin  Review ). 

For  the  serious  numismatist  building  a  high-grade  commemorative 
gold  set,  the  present  piece  is  truly  a  find. 


Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  $1 

Plain 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

580  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  Plain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre.  Quite  well  detailed.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  popular  issue. 

The  Grant  gold  dollar  is  curious  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  only  variety  in  the  classic 
gold  commemorative  scries  to  copy  the  same  design  used  on  a  commemorative  half 
dollar. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

581  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 

satiny  lustre.  A  few  toning  flecks.  Popular  variety  with  star  added  in 
the  obverse  field,  thus  making  it  necessary  for  collectors  of  1922 
(and  also  today)  to  purchase  two  Grant  gold  dollars,  rather  than  just 
one,  in  order  to  have  a  complete  set. 

Lovely  Gem  Sesqui  $2.50 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

582  1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence  quarter  eagle. 
MS-65  (PCGS).  Bold  cartwheel  lustre  on  deep  golden  surfaces  with 
a  hint  of  rose  toning.  Exceptional  eye  appeal  —  we  cannot  imagine  a 
piece  at  this  grade  level  looking  any  nicer  than  this  one.  Worthy  of  a 
strong  bid. 

583  1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence  quarter  eagle. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Choice  even  yellow  gold  with  abundant  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  and  frosty  appeal.  Nicer  than  most  at  this  grade  level. 
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Impressive  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  $50 

Octagonal  Format 
Choice  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


584  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  $50.  Octagonal.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  A  delightful  choice  Mint  State  example  of  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  U.S.  coinage  designs.  Satiny  honey  gold  with  strong 
lustre  and  much  yellow  brilliance  in  the  recessed  areas.  Designer 
Robert  Aitken’s  handiwork  features  a  helmed  and  plumed  head  ol 
Minerva  (or  Athena)  to  left  on  the  obverse,  her  shield  emblazoned 
with  MCMXV  (1915;  perhaps  this  issue  would  better  be  called 
MCMXV-S),  with  dolphins  in  the  angles  of  the  design,  those  repre¬ 
senting  the  freedom  of  navigation  the  Panama  Canal  brought  to  the 
seafaring  nations  of  the  world.  1  he  reverse  features  Minervas  famil¬ 
iar,”  an  owl  that  symbolizes  wisdom,  perched  upon  a  bough  of  west¬ 
ern  pine  (the  owl  is  also  the  symbol  of  ancient  Athens,  of  which 
Minerva  /  Athena  was  the  patron  goddess).  A  mintage  of  1,509  oc¬ 


tagonal  $50  “slugs  was  produced,  of  which  nine  of  those  pieces  were 
intended  for  assay  purposes.  Of  that  number,  only  645  were  actually 
sold,  the  balance  being  relegated  to  the  crucibles  and  melted  at  the  I 
San  Francisco  Mint.  A  classic  rarity  in  every  way:  its  beauty  is  unde-  J 
niable,  its  weight  and  denomination  are  the  largest  ever  in  U.S.  coin¬ 
age  history,  and  the  pride  of  ownership  that  accompanies  a  Panama- 
Pacific  “slug”  in  choice  Mint  State  is  a  tangible  thrill  that  has  few 
equals  in  mainstream  numismatics. 

HAWAIIAN  COIN 


Toned  Gem  1883  Hawaii  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

585  1883  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rich  cartwheel  lustre  on  surfaces  re¬ 

splendent  with  nearly  concentric  toning  of  russet  and  pale  blue.  1  he 
reverse  is  somewhat  less  toned  than  the  obverse,  with  some  areas  of 
crisp  brilliance.  Frosty  and  very  appealing.  A  few  minor  handling 
marks  are  noted  in  the  fields,  mostly  on  the  obverse. 
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NGC  Census:  5;  1  finer  (MS-66) 

Struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  the  Hawaiian  coinage  of  1883  was  recalled  for 
melting  in  1900  upon  the  island  group’s  recognition  by  the  United  States  as  a  terri¬ 
tory,  While  many  small  denominations  were  never  redeemed  for  melting,  more  than 
90%  of  the  dollars  were  melted.  This  left  a  net  mintage  of  just  over  46,000  pieces, 
few  of  which  remain  in  high  grade.  Breen  notes  that  the  dollar  (or  Dala)  is  “a  scarce 
coin,  especially  in  choice  condition."  Pieces  in  this  grade  are  rarely  met  with,  and  the 
present  specimen  would  be  difficult  to  surpass. 


PATTERN  COINS 


586  1854  pattern  cent.  Pollock- 187,  Judd- 160.  Rarity-4.  Proof-65  BN 

(NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Liberty  facing  left  with  1854  below,  no 
stars;  ONE  CENT  within  laurel  wreath,  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  around. 

This  represented  one  of  several  varieties  of  patterns  produced  during  this  era  as 
part  of  an  effort  to  reduce  the  size  and  weight  of  the  cent,  thus  effecting  an  economy. 
A  general  type  set  of  such  pattern  issues  can  be  readily  collected  today,  and  at  rela¬ 
tively  low  cost.  The  present  piece  represents  an  interesting  possibility  in  this  regard. 

Rare  Copper  1869  Dime  Pattern 

Pollock-784,  Judd-705,  Rarity-7 


587  1869  pattern  dime.  P-784,  J-705.  Rarity-7.  Proof-63  RB.  Copper. 

Plain  edge.  Liberty  facing  right  on  obverse,  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  around,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  scroll  below  Miss 
Liberty  who  is  wearing  a  diadem,  her  hair  is  tied  in  a  bun.  Reverse 
with  10  CENTS  centered  in  oak  and  laurel  wreath,  STANDARD 
SILVE.R  above,  1 869  below.  Lustrous  with  mint  red  in  the  recessed 
areas.  A  rare  pattern  issue  that  is  seldom  offered  in  any  grade. 


588  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  P-1458,  J-1315.  Rarity-4.  Proof-25 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Liberty  seated  facing  left,  13  stars 
around,  1873  below.  Liberty  supports  a  pole  surmounted  by  a  liberty 
cap  with  her  right  hand,  her  left  rests  on  a  globe  inscribed  LIBERTY, 
two  bales  of  cotton  and  a  tobacco  plant  at  her  feet.  Reverse  with  small 
eagle  facing  right,  standing  on  a  shield,  holding  three  arrows  in  left 
talon  and  an  olive  branch  in  right.  A  circulated  example,  perhaps  a  sen¬ 
timental  coin  carried  as  a  pocket  or  “lucky”  piece.  Certainly,  this  speci¬ 
men  did  not  circulate  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  Regardless  of  our  theo¬ 
ries,  an  unusual  occurrence  has  offered  you  an  opportunity  to  enter  the 
exciting  world  of  pattern  collecting  at  an  affordable  price  level. 


Unique  Gold  1868  Pattern  $5 
Judd-“659A” 

Previously  Unknown  in  Gold 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


589  1868  pattern  half  eagle.  Type  of  P-728,  J-659A.  Rarity-8.  Proof-63 

Cameo  (PCGS).  Struck  in  gold.  Plain  edge.  Previously  completely 
unknown  in  this  metal.  One  of  the  very  few  occasions  in  American 
numismatic  history  of  the  past  several  generations  in  which  an  en¬ 
tirely  new  variety  of  pattern  struck  in  gold  has  come  to  light. 

Obverse  with  Miss  Liberty  facing  left,  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  around,  1868  below.  Liberty’s  hair  is  bound  with  a  rib¬ 
bon  inscribed  LIBERTY,  star  at  the  top  of  her  head.  Reverse  with  5 
DOLLARS  and  25  FRANCS  within  a  laurel  and  oak  wreath. 

Lustrous  motifs,  mirrorlike  fields.  Attractive  in  every  regard. 

Although  a  highly  important  collection  of  patterns  was  formed 
years  ago  by  Dr.  Wilkison  and  has  been  enthusiastically  recorded  in 
various  annals,  including  in  a  book  by  David  W.  Akers,  a  specimen  of 
this  coin  was  not  included.  Nor,  by  definition  as  the  coin  is  unique  did 
the  Eliasberg  Collection  have  one,  nor  is  there  one  in  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  nor  can  one  be  claimed  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  nor  is  there  one  in  the  Bass  Collection  on  ex¬ 
hibit  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The  list  can  go  on 
forever. 

Today,  for  the  first  time  in  American  numismatic  history  a  fortu¬ 
nate  collector,  investor,  or  museum  has  the  opportunity  to  acquire 
this  coin.  In  advance  we  congratulate  the  successful  bidder. 

The  planchet  shows  some  microscopic  striations,  not  entirely  un¬ 
like  those  found  on  the  Stellas  of  a  decade  later.  The  fields  show  some 
faint  scratches  and  light  abrasions,  the  most  serious  of  which  is  a  di¬ 
agonal  band  of  faint  scratches  across  the  central  reverse.  Lustrous,  at¬ 
tractive  in  every  regard.  An  incredible  opportunity  for  an  advanced 
pattern  collector,  or  for  any  U.S.  gold  collector  who  desires  some¬ 
thing  out  of  the  ordinary,  something  unique  and  totally  unlike  any 
other  gold  coin  in  his  or  her  collection! 

Weight:  128.8  grains.  Diameter:  23.9  mm.  Specific  gravity  17.17. 
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Proof  Sets 


590  1859  cent.  Proof-64.  Light  golden  yellow  surfaces.  Extremely  well 
struck.  A  few  toning  flecks,  possibly  verdigris,  perhaps  a  candidate 
for  careful  “conservation.”  All  told,  a  very  handsome  Proof  cent  of 
this  year,  distinguished  as  being  the  only  issue  with  the  laurel  (or  ol¬ 
ive — the  Mint  used  both  designations)  wreath  on  the  reverse. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  590  through  596  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis.  After  Lot 
596  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  590  through  596  will  be  computed,  5% 
will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening  bid  for  Lot  597.  If  the 
opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  590  through  596  will 
be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the  lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional 
award  prices. 

591  1859  silver  three  cent.  Proof-63.  A  splendid  piece  with  mottled  gold 
and  gunmetal-blue  toning.  Extremely  sharply  struck.  A  few  marks  are 
seen  here  and  there,  particularly  at  the  top  of  the  star  and  account  for  the 
grade.  However,  they  are  sufficiently  blended  in  with  the  toning  that 
some  observers  might  assign  a  number  or  two  higher  to  the  designation. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  590  through  596  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  590. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

592  1859  half  dime.  Proof-63.  A  very  pleasing  coin  with  nicely  blended 

delicate  iridescent  toning  on  the  obverse,  silver  at  the  center.  Reverse 
has  light  champagne  toning.  Distinctive  design  subvariety  used  in 
1859  only,  with  some  differences  in  the  details  of  Miss  Liberty. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  590  through  596  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  590. 

Notably  repunched  date,  with  the  bottom  of  the  1  and  9  sharply  doubled. 


593  1859  dime.  Proof-63.  Brilliant  with  some  golden  toning,  particu¬ 

larly  around  the  borders.  Deeply  struck.  Lustrous,  “cameo  finish  to 
the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  590  through  596  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  590. 


594  1 859  quarter.  Proof-64.  Brilliant  with  hints  of  golden  toning  on  the 

obverse.  The  reverse  is  a  gorgeous  blend  of  light  magenta  and  blue.  A 


stunning  piece  from  a  visual  viewpoint,  one  which  handily  eclipses  in 
overall  desirability  some  in  higher  grades.  Worthy  of  a  stretch  bid  in 
our  opinion. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  590  through  596  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  590. 

In  this  year  the  date  logotype  was  quite  small  with  relation  to  the  space  below  the 
portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  available  for  it,  giving  the  coin  an  attractive  aesthetic  appear¬ 
ance. 


595  1859  half  dollar.  Proof-63.  Mostly  brilliant  with  light  toning  at  the 

borders.  Very  attractive  overall,  but  we  cannot  overlook  a  pinscratch 
between  stars  13  and  14.  Especially  “deep”  mirror  surface. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  590  through  596  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  590. 


Gorgeous  1859  Proof  $1 


596  1859  dollar.  Proof-63.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning 
around  the  border.  Deeply  struck  and  with  matte  or  “cameo”  finish 
to  the  portrait.  A  piece  which  is  of  commanding  beauty. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  590  through  596  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  590. 

1859  Seven-Piece  Proof  Set 

597  1859  seven-piece  Proof  set.  As  individually  described  in  lots  590 
through  596  above.  At  this  point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  590  and  596  will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will 
constitute  the  opening  bid  for  the  current  lot.  Lot  597.  If  this  bid  is 
met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards  will  be  cancelled  and  the 
coins  will  be  owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  ( lo¬ 
tah  7  pieces) 
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Impressive  1883  Proof  Set 

Cent  Through  Trade  Dollar 
All  Th  ree  Nickels  Included 


598  1883  Proof  set,  10  pieces,  cent  through  trade  dollar:  ft  Cent.  Proof- 

61  RB.  Some  tiny  flecks  present  ft  Nickel  three  cents.  Proof-64.  Pale 
golden  highlights  ft  Shield  nickel.  Proof-64.  Pale  golden  highlights 
☆  Liberty  nickel.  No  CENTS.  Proof-65.  Brilliant  ft  Liberty  nickel. 
With  CENTS.  Proof-64.  Pale  champagne  highlights  ft  Dime.  Proof- 
60.  Perhaps  lightly  brushed  long  ago,  now  with  pale  golden  toning  ft 
Quarter.  Proof-64.  Deep  golden  toning  at  the  rims  ft  Half  dollar. 
Proof-62.  Similarly  toned  to  the  quarter  ft  Morgan  dollar.  Proof-65. 
Bright  gold  and  dusky  rose  with  nice  cameo  details  on  the  obverse, 
mainly  dusky  rose  on  the  reverse  ft  Trade  dollar.  Proof-64.  A  classic 
cameo  Proof  of  a  Proof-only  date.  Bright  and  frosty  motifs  encircled 
by  deep  mirror  fields  and  delightfully  deep  golden  toning  halos  at  the 
rims.  A  pleasing  set  overall.  (Total:  10  pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1893  Indian  Cent 


599  1 895  Indian  cent.  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  A  casual  blend  of  deep  vio¬ 

let  and  fiery  orange  mix  beautifully  on  the  surfaces  of  this  delightful 
and  impressive  gem  Proof  cent. 


Each  of  the  lots  from  599  through  604  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis  After 
Lot  604  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  599  through  604  will  be  computed, 
5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening  bid  for  Ixn  605.  If 
the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  599  through  604 
will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the  lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provi¬ 
sional  award  prices. 


Choice  Proof  1893  Liberty  5<£ 

600  1895  Liberty  nickel.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mainly  lustrous  pale  silver 

gray  with  some  subdued  sky  blue  and  gold  in  the  fields. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  599  through  604  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  599. 


Gem  Proof  1895  Barber  10<£ 


601  1895  Barber  dime.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  sharp  and  impressive  gem 

Proof  Barber  dime  with  deep  and  even  golden  gray  highlights.  The 
fields  are  reflective  and  the  motifs  are  satiny. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  599  through  604  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  599. 


Gem  Proof  1895  Barber  25<£ 


602  1895  Barber  quarter.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Smoky  deep  lilac-gray  with 

a  touch  of  aquamarine  on  the  obverse,  and  with  some  electric  blue  at 
the  reverse  rim.  Reflective  fields  and  frosty  motifs  easily  warrant  the 
gem  designation.  A  pretty  coin  that  will  excite  enthusiasts  of  richly 
toned  19th-century  Proof  coins. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  599  through  604  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  599. 


Gem  Proof  1895  Barber  50<t 


603  1895  Barber  half  dollar.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lively  and  lovely  gem 

Proof  Barber  half  dollar,  this  enticingly  toned  in  a  manner  similar  to 
the  Barber  quarter  in  the  preceding  lot.  No  shortage  ot  eye  appeal 
here,  bidders,  so  please  tender  your  bids  accordingly. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  599  through  604  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  599. 
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Choice  Proof  1895  Morgan  $1 

The  King  of  Morgan  Dollars 
Famous  Proof-Only  Issue 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

604  1895  Morgan  dollar.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  The  surfaces  display  a  pleas¬ 

ing  amalgam  of  iridescent  slate  and  silver  gray  with  splashes  of 
golden  brightness  on  mirror  fields  and  somewhat  satiny  motifs.  A 
pleasing  example  of  the  "King  of  Morgan  dollars,  one  of  about  650 
or  so  examples  of  the  date  currently  thought  to  exist  from  the  small 
mintage  of  880  Proofs  recorded  by  the  Mint  (12,000  circulation 
strikes  were  also  listed  on  the  Mint’s  ledgers,  but  none  have  shown  up 
in  numismatics  in  the  ensuing  107  years  since  those  figures  were  re¬ 
corded).  Far  and  away  the  key  date  of  the  series  (though  the  1893-S 
rarity  certainly  gives  the  1895  Proof-only  issue  a  run  for  the  money, 
especially  so  in  high  grades).  When  Proof  1895  dollars  enter  the  auc¬ 
tion  arena,  even  collectors  who  don’t  specialize  in  Morgan  dollars  take 
note,  as  choice  examples  of  the  date — such  as  the  present  coin  al¬ 
ways  spark  an  exciting  round  of  bidding  activity.  If  you  re  looking  for 
some  excitement,  then  join  the  bidding  on  the  present  lot! 

Rich  of  the  lots  from  599  through  604  will  he  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  599. 


Six-Piece  1895  Proof  Set 

Provisional  Lot 

605  1895  six-piece  Proof  set,  all  PCGS-certified.  As  individually  de¬ 
scribed  in  lots  599  through  604  above.  At  this  point  in  the  sale,  the 
provisional  awards  for  lots  599  through  604  will  be  totaled,  5%  will 
be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  opening  bid  for  the  current  lot, 
Lot  605.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards  will  be 
cancelled  and  the  coins  will  be  owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the 
present  lot.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Desirable  1901  Proof  Set 

606  1901  Proof  set,  six  pieces,  cent  through  dollar.  A  nicely  matched  set 
of  Proof  coins  from  the  start  of  the  20th  century.  Included  are:  ☆ 
Cent.  Proof-64  Red.  Light  pinkish  orange  obverse  with  slightly 
deeper  reverse  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-64.  Brilliant  light  gray  mirrored  sur¬ 
faces  ☆  Dime.  Proof-64.  Light  cameo  contrast  with  bright  silver  sur¬ 
faces  and  peripheral  gold  toning  Quarter.  Proof-63.  Sharply  de¬ 
fined  with  brilliant  mirrored  surfaces  and  very  light  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-63.  Brilliant  mirrored  surfaces  with  light 
cameo  contrast  and  attractive  gold  toning  along  the  borders  'A  Dol¬ 
lar.  Proof-62.  A  lovely  cameo  Proof  with  brilliant  surfaces  and  light 
obverse  hairlines.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

Attractive  1905  Proof  Set 

607  A  very  attractive  1905  Proof  set,  certified  by  PCGS,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  numerical  designations:  ft  Indian  cent.  Proof-64  RB  ft  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel.  Proof-65  ft  Barber  dime.  Proof-66  ☆  Barber  quar¬ 
ter.  Proof-66  ☆  Barber  half  dollar.  Proof-65. 

The  set  is  quite  attractive,  as  each  piece  exhibits  old-time  toning, 
not  easy  to  find  in  todays  market,  in  which  the  vast  majority  of  certi¬ 
fied  Proof  coins  are  “brilliant”  from  dipping.  This  set  is  quality  per¬ 
sonified,  and  we  heartily  suggest  that  anyone  placing  a  strong  win¬ 
ning  bid  will  be  delighted  with  the  ownership  of  this  fine  group. 
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AmericanNumismatic 

BEGIN  PLANNING  NOW 


for  your  consignment  to  the  most  prestigious  auction  sale  of  the  year! 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  proud  to  announce  its  selection 
as  the  official  auctioneer  of  the  2003  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Call  Rick  Baggorjohn  Pack  today  at  800-458-4646  to  learn  more 
about  how  you  can  include  your  rare  coins  and  paper  money  in  this 
important  event. 
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Ingots 


Magnificent  38.67  Ounce 
Kellogg  &  Humbert  Gold  Ingot 

Serial  694 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America 
With  Deluxe  "Owner’s  Edition”  of  the  Gold  Book! 


NOSTALGIA:  Quite  some  time  ago  Dave  Bowers  snapped  this  photo¬ 
graph  within  the  vault  used  to  store  the  treasure  recovered  from  the  S.S. 
Central  America.  Today,  virtually  all  are  gone,  and  a  picture  such  as  this  can 
never  be  taken  again! 

In  our  Rarities  Sale  we  offer  two  really  fine  Kellogg  &  Humbert  gold 
ingots — pieces  that  are  available  now. 


Kellogg  &  Humbert  gold  ingot.  Serial  694.  From  the  fantastic  treasure 
of  the  S.S.  Central  America  came  several  hundred  gold  ingots  made  by 
the  firm  of  Kellogg  &  Co.,  Assayers,  San  Francisco,  1857.  This  was  in¬ 
deed  a  fortunate  coincidence,  for  of  the  seven  major  varieties  and  five  dif¬ 
ferent  assayers  represented,  Kellogg  &  Humbert  is  the  most  famous  firm. 

Of  course,  to  own  one  of  the  two  varieties  of  Harris  &  Marchand  (Sacra¬ 
mento  issue  and  Marysville  issues),  ora  Henry  Hentsch  (San  Francisco),  or 
a  Blake  &  Co.  (Sacramento),  or  a  Justh  & t  Hunter  (San  Francisco  and 
Marysville  issues)  is  the  stuff  of  which  numismatic  dreams  are  made. 

However,  if  you  want  to  own  just  one  ingot,  and  from  the  most  fa¬ 
mous,  most  storied  of  all  assayers,  Kellogg  &  Humbert  is  the  logical 
choice  (and,  in  some  instances  the  only  choice,  for  neither  love  nor 
money  will  buy  most  of  the  other  ingots  already  sold!). 

The  present  piece  is  Serial  694,  is  stamped  38.67  oz.,  is  913  fine 
(above  the  federal  standard,  and  this  is  natural  gold!),  and  in  1857 
was  valued  at  $729.83,  or  the  price  of  a  house. 

A  Very  Special  Book 

With  this  piece  will  come  (and  will  be  shipped  separately)  one  of 
several  hundred  copies  of  Dave  Bowers’  A  History  of  the  California 
Gold  Rush  book,  in  deluxe  red  binding,  in  special  slip  case,  with  spe¬ 
cial  three-dimensional  cover  with,  on  the  inside,  a  group  of  gold  nug¬ 
gets  from  the  same  treasure.  These  books  cost  over  $  1 ,000  each  to 
produce  (really!)  and  were  made  as  a  go-with  for  gold  ingots  specifi¬ 
cally  sold  by  the  California  Gold  Marketing  Group.  Each  book,  in 
addition,  has  a  compartment  in  the  back  for  an  illustration  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  ingot  to  which  it  relates,  in  this  instance  Serial  684. 

No  copies  are  sold  otherwise  for  any  price.  We  have  no  way  of  know¬ 
ing,  but  we  might  guess  that  the  book  alone  might  add  several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  to  the  value  of  your  ingot  when  and  if  you  ever  sell  it. 

The  present  ingot  is  a  beauty,  with  clear  stamps  on  the  face,  with 
two  corners  trimmed  in  the  assay  process,  and  with  the  check  num¬ 
ber  684  stamped  on  the  back  in  a  different  font.  The  specimen  mea¬ 
sures  9.5  high  by  4  cm  wide,  by  1 .5  cm  deep.  Mold  #3. 


Kellogg  &  Humbert  —  San  Francisco 

A  Sketch  of  the  Firm's  History 

- ~ -  Kellogg  Partnerships 

8  The  firm  of  Kellogg  &  Humbert  traces  its  origins 

to  Kellogg  &  Co.,  established  by  John  Glover  Kellogg 
and  G.F.  Richter  in  1853,  continuing  to  circa  June 
1854,  when  Richter  left  the  firm  and  a  new  partner¬ 
ship  was  formed  with  John  Hewston,  Jr.,  known  as 
Kellogg  &  Hewston.  In  turn,  in  spring  1 855,  this  firm 
was  succeeded  by  Kellogg  &  Humbert,  bringing  to¬ 
gether  two  of  the  best  known  names  in  the  San 
Francisco  gold  business.  Regarding  Humbert's  im¬ 
portance,  the  Alta  California  on  October  23,  1855,  designed  him  as  “a  man 
who  has  done  more  than  any  single  person  we  know  ol  for  the  state.” 

In  1 854  and  1 855  Kellogg  &  Co.  produced  millions  of  dollars’  value  in  $20 
coins,  which  found  a  ready  acceptance  in  commerce.  In  addition,  in  1 855  a  few 
$50  coins  were  struck,  possibly  as  samples  or  presentation  pieces.  Gold  bars 
issued  by  the  several  Kellogg  partnerships  were  likewise  held  in  high  esteem. 
Most  such  bars  were  shipped  to  New  York  and  London.  Evidence  ol  the  esteem 
in  which  they  were  held  is  that  these  were  the  bars  of  choice  for  San  Francisco 
bankers  and  merchants  who  sent  treasure  to  the  East  aboard  the  S.S.  Sonora  in 
August  1857,  connecting  via  railroad  in  early  September  to  the  5. S'.  Central 
America  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  side  of  Panama. 
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Archival  photograph  of  Bob  Evans  (co-discoverer  with  Tommy  Th¬ 
ompson  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure),  our  own  Dave  Bowers,  and 
Dwight  Manley — in  the  security  vault  used  to  store  the  gold  ingots  and 
coins  after  they  were  recovered.  Dave  is  shown  with  a  large  Kellogg  & 
Humbert  gold  bar.  Good  thing  he  didn't  drop  it  on  his  foot! 


Kellogg  &  Humbert  Gold  Bars 

Kellogg  &  Humbert  remained  prime  players  in  the  manufacture  ol  gold  bars 
for  several  years  afterward,  with  premises  at  1 04  Montgomery  Street.  In  spring 
1859  the  operation  was  moved  a  short  distance  to  108  Montgomery  Street,  two 
doors  away.  Throughout  this  period  millions  of  dollars’  value  in  gold  was 
converted  to  bars  for  transport  from  San  Francisco  as  part  of  the  “treasure” 
aboard  the  monthly  steamers  to  Panama. 

On  April  2,  1860,  after  Augustus  Humbert  retired  from  the  business,  the 
operation  continued  under  the  name  of  Kellogg,  Hewston  &  Co.,  and  was 
conducted  by  his  former  associates,  joined  by  J.H.  Stearns,  who  had  known 
Kellogg  for  a  long  time  and  had  been  a  director  in  1849  of  the  Cayuga  Joint 
Stock  Co.,  of  which  Kellogg  was  a  member.  In  later  years  Stearns  had  served 
as  cashier  for  Kellogg  in  several  partnerships.  During  the  transition  Humbert 
remained  with  the  firm  for  a  few  weeks. 

Humbert  sailed  from  San  Francisco  on  June  5,  1 860,  aboard  the  S.S.  Golden 
Age  to  Panama,  connecting  at  Aspinwall  with  the  S.S.  Northern  Light  to  his 
former  home  in  New  York  City,  arriving  on  June  27.  He  died  suddenly  on  or 
about  June  6,  1873  while  in  Paris.  John  Glover  Kellogg  remained  in  the  gold 
assaying  business.  On  April  27,  1866,  the  firm  was  acquired  by  the  San 
Francisco  Assaying  &  Refining  Works.  Kellogg  was  active  in  civic  affairs  in  San 
Francisco.  During  the  1 860s  he  served  as  a  director  of  the  Pacific  I  nsurance  Co. 
and  was  president  of  the  Pacific  Refinery  and  Bullion  Exchange.  Directories  of 
the  era  indicate  that  he  was  a  capitalist  of  considerable  means,  for  example,  an 
1 880  notation:  “John  G.  Kellogg,  Capitalist,  3 14  California  Street.”  Two  days 
after  his  April  18,  1886  death  at  the  age  of  62,  the  Los  Angeles  Daily  Times 
published  this  remembrance: 

J.G.  Kellogg  a  prominent  and  wealthy  citizen  of  the  county,  resident  at  the 
Sierra  Madre  Villa,  died  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  last  Sunday. 

He  had  been  suffering  with  a  cold  for  some  days,  and  going  out  for  a  drive  last 
week,  he  took  a  fresh  cold  which  resulted  in  a  congestive  chill.  Mr.  Kellogg  came 
around  the  Horn  with  his  own  vessel  and  cargo  in  ’49,  and,  on  arriving  in  San 
Francisco,  sold  out  and  went  into  the  mines.  He  accumulated  a  large  fortune 
which,  unlike  many  Forry-Niners,  he  managed  to  keep  to  the  end.  He  was  just 
improving  a  place  on  the  foothills  near  the  Villa,  and  had  built  a  large  barn  with 
the  anticipation  of  erecting  a  fine  house  in  the  fall. 

A  few  months  later  his  estate  was  appraised  at  over  $400,000,  a  considerable 
fortune  for  the  era. 


Precious  36.09  Ounce 
Kellogg  &  Humbert  Gold  Ingot 

Serial  859 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America 
With  Deluxe  “Owner’s  Edition”  of  the  Gold  Book! 


609  Kellogg  &  Humbert  gold  ingot.  Serial  859  I  he  second  of  twc 
Kellogg  &  Humbert  gold  ingots  we  offer  is  similar  in  pedigree,  sig¬ 
nificance,  and  other  aspects  to  the  foregoing,  except  that  the  seria_ 
number  is  859,  the  weight  is  36.09  ounces,  the  fineness  is  851,  and 
the  stamped  1857  value  is  $634.88  (again,  enough  to  have  bought  a 
house  back  then!).  The  stamp  of  KELLOGG  &  HUMBER  1  l> 
ASSAYERS  is  on  the  right  side,  and  the  check  number  859,  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  font,  is  on  the  back. 

A  Very  Special  Book 

Also,  with  this  piece  will  come  (and  will  be  shipped  separately)  one 
of  several  hundred  copies  of  Dave  Bowers’  A  History  of  the  California 
Gold  Rush  book,  in  deluxe  red  binding,  in  special  slip  case,  with  spe¬ 
cial  three-dimensional  cover  with,  on  the  inside,  a  group  of  gold  nug¬ 
gets  from  the  same  treasure — as  described  in  the  preceding  lot.  In  a 
way  this  is  a  little  (actually,  not  so  little!)  treasure  all  its  own. 

The  present  ingot  specimen  measures  5  cm  high  by  4  cm  wide,  by  3 
cm  deep.  Mold  #2.  What  an  unforgettable  piece  of  Western  numis¬ 
matic  Americana. 
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Mint  Errors 


610  1783  Breen-1189.  Washington  piece.  Draped  Bust,  No  Button. 

10%  off  center.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  and  steel 
with  good  overall  eye  appeal.  Some  minor  handling  marks  and  tiny 
rim  bruises,  nothing  particularly  offensive.  Struck  about  10%  off- 
center  to  just  right  of  1 2:00,  an  unusual  error  for  this  carefully  struck 
type.  While  many  colonial  era  issues  were  crudely  struck  and  are  seen 
in  error  form  with  some  frequency,  the  large-scale  operation  at  Bir¬ 
mingham  that  produced  this  type  was  not  so  error  prone.  A  scarce 
item,  perfect  for  an  off-center  type  collection. 

Rare  and  Unusual  Off-Center  1865  Nickel 


611  1865  nickel  three  cents.  25%  off  center  to  9:30.  AU-58  (NGC). 

Frosty  silver  gray  with  abundant  lustre  and  excellent  visual  appeal. 
Magnification  reveals  a  scant  few  hairlines  and  a  faint  scratch  at  cen¬ 
tral  reverse,  but  no  serious  flaws. 

Boldly  off-center  to  9:30  by  a  margin  of  25%,  an  important  and 
dramatic  error  in  this  series  and  one  of  the  few  major  errors  we  have 
encountered  of  the  type.  The  full  date  remains  on  the  struck  area, 
though  most  of  UNITED  STATES  is  off  the  edge  of  the  planchet. 
On  the  reverse,  the  juncture  of  several  die  cracks  to  the  denticles  at 
the  die  edge  provide  an  unusual  perspective  to  these  frequently  en¬ 
countered  die  flaws,  of  great  interest  to  the  serious  student  of  three 
cent  nickels.  A  very  significant  opportunity,  one  not  easily  duplicated 
even  by  the  rich  and  patient. 

Important  V  Nickel  Wrong  Planchet  Error 

1901  5<f  on  l<f  blank 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

612  1901  nickel.  Struck  on  a  cent  planchet.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Choice 

glossy  chocolate  brown  with  pleasing  visual  appeal.  Smooth  and 
even,  with  only  a  few  short  scratches  to  note  left  of  C  in  CEN  I  S  at 
the  reverse  rim. 


Well-centered  on  a  cent  planchet,  with  all  design  elements  present 
in  addition  to  a  significant  portion  of  the  denticles.  For  those  who 
require  a  representative  of  this  type  for  an  error  type  set,  few  errors  of 
consequence  are  to  be  located  among  V  nickels,  though  laminations, 
minor  off-centers,  and  clips  occasionally  turn  up.  Wrong  planchet 
errors  have  become  rather  popular  of  late,  undoubtedly  buoyed  by  the 
recent  and  epic  errors  emitted  in  the  mini-dollar  and  State  quarter 
types.  The  present  piece  could  be  the  centerpiece  of  an  error  cabinet 
or  a  perfect  association  item  for  the  advanced  V  nickel  collector. 


613  1919  nickel.  6%  double  clip  with  broadstrike.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Dusky  golden  pewter  gray  with  much  satiny  lustre.  Very  attractive 
despite  some  very  light  spots.  Before  striking,  the  planchet  was  twice 
clipped  between  7:00  and  9:00,  now  leaving  the  planchet  substan¬ 
tially  and  profoundly  incomplete.  The  positioning  allows  it  to  affect 
little  of  the  design,  largely  because  the  lack  of  an  upset  rim  created 
generous  borders  around  the  central  elements.  A  interesting  and  de¬ 
sirable  error  coin,  and  a  nice  nickel  to  boot. 


614  1920  nickel.  35%  off  center  to  3:30.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deep  lus¬ 

trous  gold  with  much  rainbow  iridescence.  Choice  eye  appeal,  a  sat¬ 
iny  delight.  Boldly  off-center  to  3:30,  a  fortunate  clock  position  that 
leaves  a  full,  bold  date  on  the  struck  portion.  Enough  of  the  reverse 
exergue  is  visible  to  know  with  near  certainty  than  this  is  a  Philadel¬ 
phia  issue.  Buffalo  nickels  struck  this  far  off-center  are  quite  rare, 
and  those  from  this  early  in  the  series  are  more  desirable  still.  This 
specimen  deserves  a  strong  bid. 


615  1936  nickel.  Double  struck.  Second  striking  85%  off  center  at 

12:30.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  plentiful  lustre.  De¬ 
lightful  satiny  appeal.  Some  minor  hairlines  are  noted  under  scrutiny 
but  make  no  real  impact  on  the  coin’s  overall  presentation. 

The  second  strike  on  this  piece  is  fortuitously  positioned,  with  a 
complete  date,  designer’s  initial,  and  ribbon  ends  present  and  bold. 
Double  struck  Buffalo  nickels  are  rare  and  unusual;  indeed,  many 
important  offerings  of  errors  have  failed  to  include  even  a  single 
specimen.  While  off-center  Buffalo  nickels  could  be  considered 
scarce,  and  off-metal  errors  in  the  series  are  even  scarcer,  double 
strikes  are  seen  less  frequently  than  either  of  these.  A  remarkable  and 
important  addition  to  any  Buffalo  nickel  collection  or  error  coin 
cabinet. 
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Remarkable  1944  War  Nickel  Clip 


616  1944-P  nickel.  55%  planchet  clip.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Full  silvery  lus¬ 

tre  with  a  faint  golden  hue.  A  beautiful  piece,  choice  within  the  grade 
range.  This  without  question  qualifies  as  a  major  dip,  with  55%  of 
the  coin's  weight  lacking,  leaving  only  a  crescent  of  struck  area  which 
luckily  incorporates  a  full  date  and  denomination.  Margolis  cited  no 
clips  larger  than  45%  in  his  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia,  and  we  have  no 
doubt  that  this  example  ranks  among  the  most  serious  clipped 
planchet  errors  known  among  wartime  composition  Jefferson  nick¬ 
els. 


Stunning  Triple  Struck  Mass.  25^  on  Scrap 

Aluminum 


617  2000  Massachusetts  state  quarter.  Triple  struck  on  aluminum 

scrap.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  remarkable  error,  showing  three  distinct 
images  of  the  top  of  Washington’s  head  and  the  feet  of  the  minute- 
man  on  a  tiny  wedge-shaped  fragment  of  aluminum  measuring 
about  16  mm  x  12  mm.  Silvery  lustre  is  present  along  with  some  pe¬ 
ripheral  blackened  patination.  Three  complete  dates  are  included  on 
the  minuscule  planchet.  The  impression  on  the  soft  metal  is  bold, 
and  the  tripling  is  plainly  discernible  to  the  naked  eye.  Scrap  errors 
on  non-planchet  stock  are  quite  unusual  and  rare,  and  this  is  one  of 
the  most  dramatic  pieces  we’ve  encountered  since  the  recent  State 
quarter  phenomenon  began. 


Important  Off-Center  195 1-D  50<t 


A  Major  Franklin  Half  Error 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


618  195 1-D  half  dollar.  30%  off  center  to  8:00.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 

liant  silver  gray  with  splendid  lustre  for  the  assigned  grade.  Boldly 
struck  and  very  attractive,  with  only  some  very  subtle  hairlines  keep¬ 
ing  it  from  a  higher  grade  level. 

Franklin  half  dollar  errors,  no  matter  how  dramatic,  are  justly 
called  rare,  with  off-centers  being  among  the  most  difficult  error 
types  to  locate  in  this  series.  Wrong  planchets  are  seen  more  than 
other  error  types,  but  as  a  class  are  still  quite  scarce.  The  present  piece 
is  thought  to  be  one  of  the  most  off-center  Franklins  in  existence  and 
is  undoubtedly  the  furthest  off-center  Franklin  half  dollar  we  have  ever 
encountered,  in  person  or  in  print.  Struck  off-center  by  a  margin  of 
30%  to  a  desirable  clock  position  which  allows  a  full  date  and  mint- 
mark  to  be  present  on  the  struck  portion  of  the  coin,  with  the  mint- 
mark  being  complete  though  precariously  close  to  the  edge.  Margolis 
noted  one  sale  of  an  off-center  Franklin  half  in  his  study,  that  piece 
less  than  10%  off-center.  This  piece  belongs  in  an  appreciative  and 
advanced  collection. 


148 


BOWERS  AND  Ml  RENA  C.AI  1  ERIE 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Gem  1956  50<£  on  1 C  Planchet 

MS-65  RB  (NGC) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

619  1956  half  dollar.  Struck  on  a  cent  planchet.  MS-65  RB  (NGC). 

Beautiful  deep  violet  and  rich  mint  color  on  highly  lustrous  surfaces. 
A  pristine  specimen,  frosty  and  beautiful,  with  no  flaws  of  conse¬ 
quence.  A  tiny  spot  over  the  5  in  the  date  will  identify  this  specimen 
in  the  future. 

One  of  the  nicest  wrong  planchet  errors  in  the  Franklin  series  we’ve 
seen,  with  a  bold  date  that  leaves  only  a  portion  of  the  final  digit  at 
the  very  edge  of  the  planchet  but  unquestionably  a  6.  The  mintmark 
area  on  the  reverse  is  clear  (and  empty)  and  most  central  design  ele¬ 
ments  are  present.  An  ideal  specimen  for  the  connoisseur,  a  piece  of 
far  above-average  quality. 


620  1959  half  dollar.  Struck  on  a  quarter  planchet.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Fully  lustrous  silver  gray  with  a  faint  golden  hue.  Pleasing  eye  appeal, 
a  few  light  hairlines  noted  under  scrutiny  intermingled  with  mint- 
made  planchet  striations  from  the  great  stress  placed  on  this  under¬ 
sized  planchet  at  the  moment  of  striking.  The  strike  is  nicely  cen¬ 
tered,  with  date  and  all  central  design  elements  complete.  A  very  nice 
specimen  of  this  popular  wrong  planchet  type. 


Rare  Franklin  Half  on  Nickel  Planchet 

1961-D 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


621  1961-D  half  dollar.  Struck  on  a  nickel  planchet.  AU-53  (PCGS). 

Deep  golden  gray  with  much  appealing  lustre.  An  attractive  speci¬ 
men,  well  struck  and  problem  free  with  only  minor  hairlines  noted. 
Central  design  elements,  date,  and  mintmark  are  all  complete  and 
bold.  A  rare  format  for  a  wrong  planchet  Franklin  half,  encountered 
less  frequently  than  pieces  struck  on  cent  (which  are  only  slightly  less 
rare)  or  quarter  planchets  (which  are  somewhat  more  available  in  the 
marketplace)  in  our  experience.  The  present  example  is  particularly 
nice  to  look  at  and  would  fit  well  in  any  advanced  error  cabinet. 


622  1963-D  half  dollar.  Struck  on  a  quarter  planchet.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Fully  beautiful  lustre  on  pristine  silver  gray  surfaces.  Seemingly  net- 
graded  by  PCGS,  as  this  piece  is  apparently  a  nice  Mint  State  speci¬ 
men  but  has  an  abrasion  on  Franklin’s  lower  cheek.  A  few  little  hair¬ 
lines  may  be  seen,  but  aside  from  a  single  flaw  this  piece  is  a  superb 
specimen.  Boldly  struck,  oriented  toward  the  bottom  of  the  obverse 
die,  with  a  full  date,  mintmark,  and  a  sizeable  proportion  of  periph¬ 
eral  legends  present.  An  excellent  and  very  attractive  specimen,  a 
prize  for  the  specialist. 
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Choice  Franklin  50<t  on  1<(  Planchet 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


623  Undated  Franklin  half  dollar.  Struck  on  a  cent  planchet.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Gorgeous  deep  chocolate  brown  with  exceptional  lustre  and 
hints  of  mint  color  in  protected  areas.  Full  of  eye  appeal  with  no  seri¬ 
ous  flaws;  we  note  two  tiny  nicks  and  a  microscopic  area  of  corrosion 
on  the  Liberty  Bell  for  future  identification.  Centered  a  bit  left  on 
the  dies,  which  allows  for  a  full  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  and  a  portion 
of  UNITED  to  be  struck  up  and  plain.  A  superbly  preserved  speci¬ 
men  of  the  error  type. 


624  1964  half  dollar.  Struck  on  a  quarter  planchet.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Fully  lustrous  with  brilliant  surfaces.  A  choice  and  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  very  popular  first-year  of  issue  error.  A  few  easily  over¬ 
looked  hairlines  are  present,  but  the  surfaces  are  otherwise  immacu¬ 
late.  About  60%  of  all  four  date  digits  are  present,  thanks  to  a  well 
centered  strike.  A  specimen  of  splendid  quality. 

Elusive  Kennedy  50C  on  10<£  Planchet 

Silver 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

623  Undated  Kennedy  half  dollar.  Struck  on  a  silver  dime  planchet. 
MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  silver  white  with  full  lustre.  A  light  abrasion 
is  present  in  Kennedy’s  hair,  and  some  peripheral  roughness  is  noted 
on  both  sides.  Most  of  the  top  and  back  of  Kennedy’s  head  is  present 
on  the  obverse,  with  the  word  DOLLAR  along  with  the  mintmark 
area  (for  a  1964  piece,  at  least)  and  bulk  of  the  eagle  present  on  the 
reverse.  A  rarely  encountered  error,  Margolis  reported  only  one  sale 
for  this  diminutive  wrong  planchet  type  in  silver.  An  eye-catching 
item  worthy  of  strong  bidder  support. 


Very  Rare  Proof  double  Strike 


626  1971-S  half  dollar.  Reverse  double  struck  in  collar.  Proof-66 

DCAM  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflective  brilliant  surfaces  with  full  cameo 
contrast.  A  very  rare  and  interesting  error,  this  Proof  Kennedy  half 
dollar  was  double  struck  in  collar,  allowing  it  to  maintain  a  normal 
diameter  and  leave  the  mint  under  legal  means.  The  doubling  is  only 
notable  on  the  reverse,  especially  so  at  the  periphery  where  a  large 
separation  between  strikes  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye  among  all  letters 
of  the  legends.  The  doubling  around  the  central  reverse  device  is 
more  subtle. 

Presumably,  the  doubling  is  not  clear  on  the  obverse  because  the 
nature  of  the  more  concave  design  allowed  the  first  strike  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  effaced  by  the  second  strike.  Proof  coins  are  struck  twice  by 
nature,  though  the  Mint  intends  for  the  strikes  to  be  perfectly  aligned 
of  course.  Those  showing  separation  between  strikes  are  very  rare,  as 
Mint  personnel  tend  to  closely  watch  their  manufacture  and  inspect 
each  piece  to  make  sure  that  the  pieces  are  as  close  to  flawless  as  pos¬ 
sible.  Margolis  noted  no  in-collar  double  strikes  among  either  Proof 
or  circulation  strikes  in  the  Kennedy  series.  An  important  coin  for  the 
error  connoisseur. 


Impressive  Broken  Planchet  1879-S  $1 


627  1879-S  dollar.  2nd  Reverse.  Broken  planchet  with  missing  piece 

present.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  dramatic  and  eye-catching  error!  This 
piece,  which  is  enclosed  in  two  separate  PCGS  slabs,  was  struck  on 
poorly  assayed  or  rolled  planchet  stock  that  included  inherent  impu¬ 
rities  or  gas  pockets  that  affected  the  internal  strength  of  the 
planchet.  After  striking,  the  coin  literally  broke  apart  due  to  this  in¬ 
ternal  weakness.  Such  defective  planchet  errors  are  quite  rare,  espe¬ 
cially  so  with  the  broken  piece  still  present.  In  this  case,  the  broken 
piece  is  about  27  mm  long  and  8  mm  wide  and  includes  the  complete 
date  but  little  else.  The  coin  itself  is  choice  Mint  State,  brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  rich  golden  toning  at  peripheries  and  on 
the  reverse.  We  assume  this  piece  was  among  an  original  Treasury 
bag,  where  luckily  both  pieces  were  discovered.  An  important  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  Morgan  dollar  error  collection.  (Total:  two  pieces  ol  one 
coin  in  two  slabs) 
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Rare  1879-S  $1  Error 

Drastically  Off-Center 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


628  1879-S  dollar.  3rd  Reverse.  15%  off  center.  MS-61  PL  (PCGS). 

Lustrous  silver  gray  with  reflective  fields.  Free  of  significant  marks 
and  quite  attractive,  some  significant  hairlines  contributing  to  the 
assigned  numerical  grade,  a  beautiful  coin  nonetheless. 

An  important  error  coin,  dramatically  misstruck  to  exactly  6:00  by 
about  15%.  Enough  of  the  date  remains  on  the  planchet  to  unques¬ 
tionably  date  the  piece,  with  the  tops  of  STATES  OF  hugging  the 
edge.  An  important  rarity,  far  further  off-center  than  “usually”  en¬ 
countered  on  misstrikes  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series,  which  are  more 


likely  to  be  less  than  5%  off-center  than  not.  San  Francisco  Mint 
pieces  with  a  clear  mintmark  are  also  rare,  particularly  misstruck  to 
this  degree  but  with  a  full  date  remaining.  The  presence  in  this  cata¬ 
logue  of  another  Morgan  dollar  misstruck  to  an  even  greater  degree 
should  not  give  the  casual  error  enthusiast  a  misleading  idea  that  such 
coins  are  encountered  regularly;  indeed,  the  inclusion  of  two  such 
Morgan  dollars  in  one  sale  is  something  of  a  landmark.  A  coin  that 
deserves  serious  consideration  by  the  advanced  dollar  coin  connois¬ 
seur  or  error  specialist. 


The  San  Francisco  Mint,  in  use  from  1874  to 
1937,  where  this  rare  1879  Morgan  dollar  error 
was  produced.  (Artwork  by  George  Osborne) 
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Remarkable  Off-Center  1887  Dollar 


A  Stunning  and  Important  Error 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


629  1887  dollar.  35%  off  center  to  3:00.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver 

gray  with  areas  of  faint  golden  toning.  Generous  cartwheel  lustre  re¬ 
mains,  strongly  suggesting  a  higher  grade.  Scrutiny  reveals  some 
gentle  hairlines,  a  tiny  rim  nick  at  9:00,  and  a  small  group  of  mint- 
made  planchet  depressions  on  Liberty’s  neck. 

Major  errors  on  Morgan  dollars  are  extremely  rare;  indeed,  ad¬ 
vanced  error  specialists  can  get  excited  over  a  simple  partial 
broadstrike  or  minor  off-center  error  for  want  of  something  of 
greater  consequence  in  the  marketplace.  Of  course,  the  eye-catch¬ 
ing  nature  of  off-center  errors  makes  them  perhaps  the  most  avidly 
collected  single  error  type.  Morgan  dollar  off-centers  are  encoun¬ 
tered  occasionally  (not  frequently)  in  the  5%  to  10%  range,  with 
any  errors  of  greater  proportion  being  dramatically  more  impor¬ 


tant.  A  piece  such  as  this  is  among  the  most  off-center  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  extant. 

This  coin  appears  to  have  been  struck  with  precision,  though  it 
would  be  baseless  to  suggest  that  the  error  was  in  some  way  inten¬ 
tional.  The  full  date  is  on  the  planchet,  with  the  last  digit  barely 
hanging  on  the  edge.  The  mintmark  area  is  likewise  intact  but  close 
to  the  edge.  The  misstriking  is  serendipitously  aligned  exactly  to  the 
3:00  clock  position. 

Silver  dollar  errors  of  this  magnitude  appear  at  public  auction  infre¬ 
quently,  typically  remaining  in  private  collections  for  long  terms  and 
trading  privately,  if  at  all.  Perhaps  fewer  than  a  dozen  Morgan  dollar 
errors  of  similar  stature  exist.  An  opportunity  for  the  advanced  spe¬ 
cialist  which  is  not  likely  to  be  repeated. 
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Another  Silver  $1  Blank  Planchet 


630  1889  dollar.  Broadstruck  out  of  collar.  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS). 

Deeply  reflective  silver  gray  with  impressive  lustre  and  a  hint  of 
subtle  lilac  at  the  rims.  Very  nice  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade 
with  just  a  few  hairlines  and  a  short  scratch  noted  near  star  9  in  the 
right  obverse  field. 

Fully  broadstruck,  apparently  on  an  upset  planchet,  with  the  bold 
central  detail  of  a  coin  struck  without  its  retaining  collar.  Nearly  cen¬ 
tered,  aligned  just  a  bit  towards  12:00.  A  rare  error  on  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars,  much  scarcer  than  a  partial  collar  strike.  The  present  piece  is  as 
nice  in  terms  of  grade  and  overall  appeal  as  any  error  collector  could 
hope  for. 


Rare  Silver  $  1  Blank  Planchet 


631  Undated  (1837-1935)  dollar.  Type  II  blank  planchet.  MS-60 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  white  with  abundant  lustre.  Various  tiny  han¬ 
dling  marks  and  abrasions  are  present,  inherent  in  all  blank  planchets. 
An  eye-catching  and  most  unusual  item.  We  can  only  guess  that  this 
blank  planchet  appeared  at  some  point  in  a  Treasury  bag  of  Morgan 
dollars  (an  assumption  on  our  part) — from  its  lustre  we  cannot  imag¬ 
ine  it  ever  entered  commerce.  Type  II  silver  dollar  blank  planchets,  in 
other  words  those  that  have  been  submitted  to  the  upsetting  process 
and  are  ready  for  striking,  are  rarely  encountered  but  are  in  high  de¬ 
mand.  Eisenhower  dollar  planchets  are  less  rare.  An  excellent  addition 
to  a  silver  dollar  collection,  or  an  eye  catching  way  to  represent  a  Type 
II  blank  planchet  in  a  well-formed  cabinet  of  errors. 

Weight:  412.5  grains,  statutory  weight  for  all  silver  dollars  struck  1837  to  1935. 


632  Undated  (1837-1935)  dollar.  Type  II  blank  planchet.  (NGC).  Lus¬ 
trous  deep  silver  gray  with  some  golden  highlights.  Not  graded  by 
NGC,  though  clearly  Mint  State.  A  beautiful  specimen  with  much 
natural  eye  appeal  and  pleasing  light  toning.  An  unusual  second  op¬ 
portunity  to  purchase  a  silver  dollar  planchet,  this  one  likely  also  part 
of  the  Treasury  releases  of  the  last  century.  A  good  looking  example 
that  will  satisfy  any  collector. 


Rare  Double  Struck  1971-D  Ike  $1 


633  1971-D  dollar.  Double  struck.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  high¬ 

lights  on  thoroughly  lustrous  surfaces.  Struck  initially  on  center,  then 
only  partially  ejected  from  the  coining  chamber  and  struck  again 
about  20%  off-center  to  10:00.  Two  full  dates,  mintmarks,  and  busts 
of  Eisenhower  are  plain.  A  rare  and  visually  impressive  item. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  Lucien  M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May 
2001,  Lot  532. 


634  An  extensive  date  run  of  Eisenhower  dollar  errors:  ft"  1971-D  MS-64 
(NGC).  15%  off-center  to  6:00  ☆  1972  MS-64  (PCGS).  11% 
curved  clip  at  2:00  ☆  1972-D.  MS-64  (NGC).  5%  off-center  to 
8:00  ☆  1974-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  10%  ofi-center  to  1:00.  1978  MS- 
62  (PCGS).  Grease  filled  dies  ft-  Undated  MS-61  (PCGS).  Type  2 
blank  planchet,  upset  rims.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

635  A  half-dozen  different  Eisenhower  dollar  issues  struck  on  clipped 
planchets.  Each  is  brilliant  and  lustrous:  1971-D  MS-66  (NGC). 
10%  curved  clip  at  3:30  'ft  1972-D  MS-63  (NGC).  5%  curved  clip 
at  8:00  ☆  1974  MS-64  (NGC).  5%  curved  clip  at  1:00  ☆  1974-D 
MS-64  (NGC).  7%  curved  clip  at  7:00  "ft  1976  Type  2  MS-65 
(NGC).  5%  curved  clip  at  11:00  'ft  1978-D  MS-64  (NGC)  5% 
curved  clip  at  5:00.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

From  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  Lucien  M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May 
2001,  Lot  531. 
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Rare  Silver  1974-D  Ike  $1 

Wrong  Planchet 


Dramatic  Double  Struck  1974-D  $1 

Three  Planchets  in  the  Chamber  At  Once 


640  1974-D  dollar.  Double  struck  with  second  striking  70%  off  center. 

MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  on  lustrous  nickel  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  A  truly  remarkable  major  error  in  the  Ike  series.  This  coin  was 
struck  once  normally.  It  appears  that  the  coin  was  next  only  partially 
ejected  from  the  coining  chamber  while  two  other  planchets  were  fed 
into  the  chamber.  One  of  these  planchets  came  to  rest  near  the  base 
of  the  obverse,  creating  a  large  indent  around  the  already  struck  date 
and  mintmark.  A  third  planchet  also  slid  over  the  obverse,  coming  to 
rest  with  its  rim  near  Ike’s  ear  and  thus  sandwiching  the  second 
planchet.  The  coin  here  offered  shows  some  vestiges  of  a  light  indent 
from  the  third  coin  above  Ike’s  temple,  with  the  coin  slightly  bent 
around  it.  On  the  reverse,  a  visually  impressive  double  strike  appears 
as  a  small  tab  at  12:00,  with  a  second  eagle  present  above  the  first 
normally  struck  eagle — this  central  reverse  detail  is  all  that  is  present 
from  the  second  strike  which  apparently  affected  all  three  planchets. 
Oh,  to  unite  all  three  into  a  simply  fantastic  triple  chain  strike!  This 
coin  needs  to  be  seen  and  studied  to  be  fully  appreciated,  and  must 
rank  among  the  most  interesting  Eisenhower  errors  we  have  seen 
(and  we’ve  seen  some  good  ones!). 


636  1972-D  dollar.  Struck  on  Filipino  1  piso  planchet.  MS-61  (NGC). 

Full  cartwheel  lustre  with  light  golden  toning.  Some  light  abrasions 
may  be  seen,  none  individually  serious.  Very  well  centered  on  the 
slightly  undersized  Filipino  planchet.  An  impressive  piece. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of Lucien  M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May 
2001,  Lot  533. 


Very  Rare  Ike  Corner  Clip 

1974-D 


639  1974-D  dollar.  Struck  on  a  40%  silver  planchet.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Full  lustrous  cartwheel  on  silver  white  surfaces.  Some  light  hairlines 
and  minor  abrasions  account  for  the  assigned  grade,  but  the  eye  ap¬ 
peal  is  particularly  nice.  Struck  on  a  40%  silver-clad  planchet,  appar¬ 
ently  for  intended  striking  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  We  have  en¬ 
countered  only  a  small  number  of  these  errors.  An  exciting  addition 
to  any  error  coin  cabinet  or  advanced  dollar  collection. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  Lucien  M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May 
2001,  Lot  539. 


637  1974-D  dollar.  Corner  clip  struck  on  a  planchet  cut  from  one  corner 

of  planchet  stock.  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces. 
An  eye-catching  and  very  rare  error  type,  this  Eisenhower  was  struck 
on  a  planchet  incorrectly  taken  from  the  corner  of  a  rolled  planchet 
sheet,  thereby  giving  the  incomplete  area  a  sharp,  angular  appearance. 
Curved  clips  are  by  far  the  most  frequently  seen,  with  straight  clips  and 
ragged  clips  each  somewhat  rarer  as  a  class.  Corner  clips,  from  the  con¬ 
junction  of  two  straight  clips,  are  rarer  still.  This  piece  may  be  the  only 
such  error  on  an  Ike  dollar  available  to  modern  error  collectors. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  Lucien  M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May 
2001,  Lot  537. 


638  1974-D  dollar.  Struck  on  Filipino  1  piso  planchet.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Full  cartwheel  lustre  on  brilliant  nickel  gray  surfaces.  Boldly  struck 
and  perfectly  preserved.  In  recent  years,  wrong  planchet  errors  on 
blanks  intended  for  foreign  coins  have  enjoyed  renewed  interest  due 
to  some  high-profile  modern  dollar  errors.  Ike  dollars  on  these  Fili¬ 
pino  planchets  are  infrequently  encountered,  and  in  terms  of  condi¬ 
tion  this  one  would  be  nearly  impossible  to  surpass.  Most  known 
bear  the  date  1972. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  Lucien  M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May 
2001,  Lot  538. 
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641  Selection  of  four  Eisenhower  dollars,  each  with  two  curved  clips:  ☆ 

1974-D.  5%  clip  at  4:00  and  10%  clip  at  10:00.  MS-65  (NGC)  ☆ 
1 976-D  Type  I.  5%  clips  at  1 1 :30  and  1 :30.  MS-64  (NGC)  ☆  1 976- 
D  Type  II.  7%  clips  at  11:30  and  1:30.  MS-62  (NGC)  ☆  1 976-D 
Type  II.  10%  and  3%  clips  at  1 :00  and  6:30.  MS-63  (NGC).  (Total: 
4  pieces) 

642  A  quartette  of  Eisenhower  dollar  errors:  ☆  1976  MS-63  (NGC). 
Type  1.  Uncentered  broadstrike  ☆  1976  AU-55  (NGC).  Type  2.  3% 
straight  clip  at  5:00  ☆  1978  MS-65  (PCGS).  5%  off-center  to  10:00 

1978-D  MS-65  (NGC).  5%  curved  clip  at  2:00.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


643  A  selection  of  bicentennial  Eisenhower  dollars  with  clips:  1976 
MS-63  (NGC).  Type  2.  5%  curved  clip  at  10:00  1 976-D  MS-64 

(NGC).  Type  2.  5%  straight  clip  at  11:00  ☆  1976-D  MS-64 
(NGC).  Type  1.  20%  curved  clip  at  1:00.  A  major  error  P  1976-D 
MS-64  (NGC).  Type  2.  5%  straight  clip  at  9:00  ■  1976-D  MS-63 
(NGC).  Type  2.  1 5%  curved  clip  at  2:00.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


Unique  1976-D  Eisenhower  Dollar  Die  Cap 


I reset?' wi 

k  trust 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


644  1976-D  dollar.  Deep  die  cap.  MS-67  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  nickel 

gray  with  splendid  golden  accents  on  the  protected  obverse,  the  re¬ 
verse  is  frpsty  silver  gray.  Nearly  immaculate  surfaces,  undoubtedly 
carefully  cared  for  since  its  time  of  mintage. 

A  simply  extraordinary  item,  one  of  the  single  most  dramatic  dollar 
errors  known,  and  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  significant 
Eisenhower  dollar  errors  extant.  The  die  cap  measures  6.8  millime¬ 
ters  deep  and  about  45.5  mm  across.  The  reverse  distortion  leads  us 
to  believe  that  this  struck  three  or  four  counterbrockage  impressions 


before  finally  being  removed  from  the  die  face.  While  some  incred¬ 
ible  Ike  dollar  errors  are  known,  a  substantial  proportion  are  perma¬ 
nently  off  the  market  in  the  Dr.  Berry  Collection  of  Eisenhower  Dol¬ 
lar  Errors  which  resides  in  the  ANA  Money  Museum.  This  specimen, 
which  somewhat  resembles  an  ashtray,  will  be  the  centerpiece  of 
whatever  dollar  or  error  coin  collection  it  joins. 

Note:  due  to  the  size  of  this  piece,  it  is  not  encapsulated  in  an  NGC  slab  but  in¬ 
stead  is  encased  in  a  custom  holder  that  includes  the  NGC  label. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  Lucieti  M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May 
2001,  Lot  545. 
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Exceptional  Clip  on  1976-D  $1 

50%  Curved  Clip 


645  1976-D  dollar.  Type  I.  Broadstruck  on  50%  clipped  planchet.  MS- 

64  (NGC).  Deeply  lustrous  silver  gray  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  reverse.  Some  tiny  areas  of  planchet  roughness  are  noted 
under  the  letters  LIB  of  LIBERTY  and  under  the  last  S  in  STATES. 
A  truly  dramatic  and  impressive  clip,  in  all  likelihood  among  the  top 


few  largest  planchet  clips  known  on  an  Ike  dollar.  Half  of  the 
planchet,  as  measured  by  weight,  is  not  present,  though  more  than 
half  of  the  design  elements  are,  including  full  date,  mintmark,  and 
most  ol  the  central  design  elements  of  each  size.  A  truly  phenomenal 
mint  error. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  Lucien  M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May 
2001,  Lot  542. 

646  1976-D  dollar.  Type  I.  Quadruple  clipped  planchet.  MS-63 

(NGC).  Exceptional  lustre  on  silver  gray  surfaces.  A  few  tiny  han¬ 
dling  marks,  including  a  nick  on  Eisenhower’s  cheekbone,  are  noted. 
A  remarkable  and  very  rare  error,  with  two  sets  of  overlapping  clips 
present  at  1:30  and  7:30,  each  closely  paralleling  the  other.  Only  one 
similar  specimen  is  known  to  us,  that  piece  forever  off  the  market  in 
the  ANA/Dr.  Berry  collection.  Clips  are  less  avidly  collected  than 
striking  errors,  which  makes  this  very  rare  quadruple  clip  a  rare  piece 
that  represents  an  excellent  value  in  today’s  error  coin  market. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  Lucien  M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May 
2001,  Lot  541. 


Extremely  Rare  Pattern  Ike  Dollar 
1976  Proof  Without  Mintmark,  Type  II 
Unique  (?);  Pollock-2088,  Breen-5768 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


647  1976  Pollock-2088,  Breen-5768,  dollar.  Type  II.  No  S  Mintmark. 

Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflective  silver  gray  with  a  hint  of  subtle 
surface  toning  and  a  microscopic  ring  of  peripheral  toning  hugging 
the  inside  of  the  rims.  A  speck  of  surface  corrosion  just  left  of  the 
bell’s  yoke  is  noted  for  future  identification  of  this  specimen. 

One  of  the  great  modern  rarities,  we  have  not  handled  a  specimen  of  this  issue  be¬ 
fore.  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III  describes  this  rarity  in  his  United  States  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues  as  follows: 

“In  1976,  special  bicentennial  reverses  were  prepared  for  the  25 <t,  50<t,  and  $1 
coins.  The  San  Francisco  Mint  received  dies  for  the  production  of  Proof  strikings. 
Three  pairs  of  Proof  dies,  however,  prior  to  the  addition  of  the  “S”  mintmark,  were 
used  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  to  strike  trials  of  each  of  the  denominations  on  silver- 
clad  planchets,  presumably  the  same  type  described  in  R.S.  Yeoman’s  Guide  Book  as 
consisting  of  an  outer  layer  of 0.800  silver  and  0.200  copper  bonded  to  an  inner  core 
of  0.290  silver  and  0.791  copper.  These  pieces  were  coined  on  August  12,  1974  ac¬ 
cording  to  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia. 


“Walter  Breen  accounted  for  two  sets  of  Philadelphia  Mint  Proofs  which  may  still 
survive.  One  set  is  said  to  have  been  given  to  President  Gerald  Ford  on  November 
13,  1974.  Another  set  was  reportedly  given  to  President  Ford’s  appointment  secre¬ 
tary.  The  set  displayed  by  the  Mint  at  the  1974  ANA  Convention  is  said  to  have 
been  destroyed.  [Cataloguer’s  note:  Incidentally,  the  Gerald  Ford  Presidential  Li¬ 
brary  and  Museum  has  no  record  of  a  presentation  set  lacking  mintmarks  being 
among  those  gifts  Ford  received  as  President,  and  no  such  piece  is  present  in  their 
collection.  We  do  not  know  Breen’s  original  source  for  this  info,  but  it  was  presum¬ 
ably  the  numismatic  press  of  the  time.] 

“The  editors  of  the  Judd  pattern  book  offered  the  following  observations  concern¬ 
ing  the  destruction  of  the  1974  ANA  set:  ‘These  unique  items,  of  great  historical 
value,  might  have  been  put  on  display  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Instead  they 
were  unceremoniously  relegated  to  the  melting  pot.  This  insensitive  disregard  tor  the 
history  of  our  coinage  leaves  no  room  for  consolation.  The  action  is  final.  Perhaps 
recording  these  short  lived  mementos  of  a  glorious  year  will  cause  them  to  outlive  the 
thoughtless  action.” 

Indeed,  at  least  one  specimen  did  outlive  the  melting  of  that  set  to  be  offered  publicly 


156 


Bowers  and  mkrkna  Gai  i  trio 


The  Rarities  Sale 


years  later.  Pollock  describes  this  piece,  included  in  his  text  as  2088,  as  follows:  “Silver- 
clad  planchet.  Reeded  edge.  Proof  dies.  No  S-mintmark.  Mint  error  (?).  Unique  (?). 
Breen-5768.  Breen  further  states  “only  one  traced,”  presumably  the  piece  offered 
here,  which  he  describes  as  “reportedly  found  in  a  Washington  D.C.  department  store 
cash  register,  early  1977;  later  via  Devonshire  Galleries  to  Andy  Lustig.” 

A  remarkable  and  apparently  unique  item,  of  the  greatest  interest  to  advanced  spe¬ 


cialists  in  modern  coins  or  to  students  of  Mint  history.  This  little-known  variety 
ranks  with  the  1870-S  $3  as  one  of  the  rarest  numismatic  collectibles  we  have  ever 
had  the  privilege  to  offer. 

Allegedly  found  in  a  department  store  cash  register  in  Washington  D.  C. 
(early  1977)  to  Devonshire  Galleries  to  Andy  Lustig,  to  our  present  consignor. 


648  1978  dollar.  75%  off-center  to  12:00,  2%  clip  at  5:00.  MS-62 

(NGC).  Faint  golden  toning  on  lustrous  surfaces.  A  remarkable 
double  error.  The  off-center  striking  immediately  attracts  the  eye, 
which  includes  essentially  only  the  date  and  the  truncation  of  Ike’s 
bust  remaining  on  the  planchet  on  the  obverse.  Perfectly  aligned  to 
12:00,  a  serendipitous  position,  and  basically  as  far  off-center  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  leave  a  full  date.  A  very  desirable  error  Ike. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  Lucien  M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May 
2001,  Lot  548. 


Exciting  Ike  $  1  Planchet  Strip 


large  strip  of  clad  webbing  produced  24  planchets  for  Eisenhower 
dollars,  with  the  outside  arcs  of  four  more  planchets  visible  at  the 
edge.  It  is  medium  gray  in  color,  shows  only  minor  abrasions,  and 
two  small  rim  nicks  where  it  was  apparently  held  by  pliers  or  some¬ 
thing  similar.  This  would  make  a  handsome  display  item  or  an  excel¬ 
lent  association  piece  for  any  numismatist.  While  some  small  clad 
webbing  strips  appear  on  the  market  occasionally,  the  chance  to  bid 
on  a  clad  dollar  strip  of  this  size  is  most  unusual. 


650  1898-S  double  eagle.  Reverse  struck  through  error.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Rich  yellow  gold  with  full  frosty  lustre.  A  nice  specimen  with  a  sig¬ 
nificant  10  mm  x  3  mm  struck  through  error  on  the  reverse  near 
6:00,  including  the  mintmark  region.  Described  on  the  certification 
label  as  a  lamination,  there  appears  to  be  no  dropped  metal,  simply  a 
dropped  piece  of  foreign  matter  present  at  the  moment  of  striking.  A 
nice  example  of  the  error  type,  rarely  found  much  larger  on  a  gold 
coin. 


End  of  Sale 


649  Undated  Eisenhower  dollar  planchet  strip.  As  Issued.  341  mm  x 

154  mm.  An  exceptional  artifact  of  the  minting  process  and  a  most 
desirable  object  for  the  advanced  error  or  clad  coinage  specialist.  This 
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We  Invite  You  to  Realize 
Top  Market  Price  for  Your  Coins 


Rick  Bagg,  Auction  Adviser 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  has  a  star-studded  auc¬ 
tion  season  planned 
that  will  attract  worldwide  at¬ 
tention  from  the  same  buyers 
who  have  set  many  world  record 
prices  across  all  series.  And,  if 
you  act  right  now,  that  world¬ 
wide  attention  will  be  focused 
on  your  coins  as  well. 

Our  unsurpassed  expertise 
is  ready  to  go  to  work  for  you. 
Consider  the  following.  We 
hold  many  of  the  top  record 
prices  for  U.S.  coins  sold  at 
auction.  Of  the  top  five  most 
valuable  U.S.  coin  collections 
ever  to  cross  the  block,  Bowers 
and  Merena  has  sold  four. 
When  the  time  comes  for  you 
to  sell  your  valuable  collection, 
no  matter  what  the  size,  the 
same  expert  team  that  cata- 


We  sold  the  Walter  H .  Childs  Collection  speci¬ 
men  of  the  1804  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar  for 
$4,140,000. 


Upcoming  Auction  Events: 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . 

. September  1 5 

September  Rarities — Beverly  Hills . 

. September  22 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — The  Kearsage  Sale  ...  October  3 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . 

. October  15 

November  Sale — Baltimore 

Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention ....  November  7-9 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . 

. November  1 5 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . 

. December  1 5 

January  Rarities — Orlando . 

. January  7,  2003 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . 

....January  15,  2003 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . 

..  February  15,  2003 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — The  Lincoln  Sale ..  March  6,  2003 

March  Sale — Baltimore 

Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention 

March  13-15,2003 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions . 

. June  5,  2003 

B&M  Express  Internet  Auction . 

. June  15,2003 

Chicago,  Illinois  . 

...June  26-28,2003 

Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the 
next  several  years.  January  7-8,  2003;  January'  6-7,  2004 

John  Pack,  Auction  Director 

logued  and  showcased  the  world’s 
most  valuable  U.S.  collections, 
will  showcase  your  coins.  From 
the  moment  we  receive  your 
coins  we  take  care  of  every¬ 
thing:  insurance,  security,  ad¬ 
vertising,  worldwide  promo¬ 
tion,  authoritative  catalogu¬ 
ing,  award-winning  photog¬ 
raphy,  and  more — all  for  one 
low  commission  rate  to  you 
and  a  nominal  buyers’  fee  to 
the  purchasers.  We  can  even 
offer  you  an  immediate  cash 
advance  once  your  consign¬ 
ment  has  been  received — 
money  to  spend  right  now 
while  we  showcase  your  coins 
to  their  finest  advantage. 

Call  Rick  Bagg  or  John  Pack 
today  ( 1  -800-458-4646)  to  re¬ 
serve  a  place  for  your  coins  in 
one  of  our  spectacular  events. 
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e-mail:  auction@bowersandmerena.com 


ENJOY  THE  WORLD  OF 

COLLECTORS  UNIVERSE 

AUCTIONS! 


Upcoming  Auctions 

September  22,  2002  (Beverly  Hills,  CA) 
October  3,  2002  (Kingswood  Galleries) 
November  7-9,  2002  (Baltimore) 
January  7,  2003  (Orlando,  FL) 
March  6,  2003  (Kingswood  Galleries) 
And  many  more! 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  the  world’s  leading  numismatic  auction 
company  and  America’s  prime  source  for  choice  and  rare  coins.  Our  beau¬ 
tiful  award-winning  “Grand  Format”  catalogues  bring  to  you  many  of  the 
finest  items  available  in  our  time,  catalogued  by  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
staff  of  experts,  with  Q.  David  Bowers  as  editorial  director.  For  auction 
and  consignment  information  and  catalogue  subscription,  visit 
www.bowersandmerena.com  or  call  800-458-4646. 


Upcoming  Auctions 

November  23-24,  2002 

And  many  more! 


Lyn  Knight  Currency  Auctions 


Lyn  Knight  Currency  Auctions  is  America’s  leading  rare  currency  auction 
company  and  the  focal  point  for  the  sale  at  auction  of  choice,  rare,  inter¬ 
esting  United  States  currency,  ranging  from  entry  level  items  to  incredible 
rarities,  all  showcased  via  beautifully  illustrated  catalogues.  For  auction 
and  consignment  information  and  catalogue  subscription,  visit 
www.lynknight.com  or  call  877-472-7489  ext.  332. 


Upcoming  Auctions 

September  19,  2002 
December  12,  2002 
And  many  more! 


Superior  Sports  Auctions 

Superior  Sports  Auctions  is  one  of  the  top  sportscard  and  sports  memora¬ 
bilia  auction  companies.  Superior  specializes  in  offering  high-grade 
sportscard  rarities  graded  by  Professional  Sports  Authenticator  (PSA).  Each 
Superior  Sports  auction  is  supported  by  a  high  quality,  full-color  cata¬ 
logue.  For  auction  and  consignment  information  and  catalogue  subscrip¬ 
tion,  visit  www.superiorsports.com  or  call  231-922-9862. 


Sufnic*  Sp  UK  Audiunt 

The  All-American  Auction 


Upcoming  Auctions 

December  12,  2002 

And  many  more! 


Odyssey  Auctions 

Odyssey  Auctions  showcases  a  fine  assortment  of  autographs  and  memo¬ 
rabilia  featuring  all  fields  of  interest  including  entertainment,  historical, 
presidential,  and  sports.  Each  auction  offers  a  unique  variety  of  rare,  one- 
of-a-kind  collectibles  all  superbly  illustrated  and  detailed  in  full  color  cata¬ 
logues.  For  auction  and  consignment  information  and  catalogue  sub¬ 
scription,  e-mail  woolfj@collectors.com  or  call  800-996-3977. 
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